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of my brother correspondents, and myself 'were the only 
strangers in the place. Next morning we started for Baibnrt, 
•fishing to put a respectable distance between ns and the 
lancers behind. Three hours ride from Baibnrt we 
encountered a major and a Greek military doctor, the 
latter speaking French. He informed ns that a suspension 
of arms had been telegraphed to Baibnrt, and that he and 
the major were en route for Erzeroum. 

In the hurry of the moment I forgot to tell him that the 
Russians were at Pemaeaban, and would scarce allow even a 
flag of truce to penetrate ten hours* march behind the 
advanced posts. Smce my arrival here I have tried to di-s- 
cover the origin of this armistice rumour, but in vain. 
General Kemball knows nothing whatever on the matter, but 
has heard the thing spoken of. Edhcm Pacha has also heard 
the report, hut knows nothing ofBcially. This latter officer 
gave me the intelligence, which I at once telegraphed, that 
the Russian cavalry and mountain artillery had made their 
way at our heels over the Kop Dagh, and were at the moment 
menacing Baibnrt. Their force, it seems, consists of four 
battalions of infantry, three sotnias of Cossacks, and a 
battery of mountain guns They are now in undisputed 
possession of the formidable Kop range of mountains. 
Baibnrt is at their mercy, and once there they can radiate 
freely over defenceless Armenia. This letter is in all likeli- 
hood the last I shall write from Baibnrt. I expect to have 
to move on to-morrow morning, for we have no force hero 
worth speaking of. Two battalions are pushed three hours’ 
march from this to watch the road beside the wooden bridge 
over tho Chumk Su. This force is merely doing sentinel 
duty. Serious resistance to the enemy it cannot offer. 
Baibnrt may bo considered as already in Russian hands, 
and with it the entire province up to the walls of 
Trobizond. 

Tho military situation may be summarized as follows. Tlio 
last Turkish army in Armenia is blocked within Erzeroum, 
hopelessly so ; not even the chance of a prolonged re.sistance. 
Tho Russians dominate tho plains far and wide. Tlio 
resources of tho country are in their power. Erzeroum, 
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Troln/.oiul. ainl Batouni nlono rpjiiTsoni Oiioinnn nilo. Tlufrc 
is iit't ovoa Uii' sli.Mtlow of n roliiiViJiLT forrc v.-Iii(;h could co- 
OjM-ratc With tile Uolcatrucrcd onrnKons: nor do 1 lliink tlmfc 
nnytlvin'i' tif the kind is Ihmu^ jn'cjv.ivcd for the c.oinint^ sjn'in". 
Kven if annio.s ^Ycrc Iji'iin^ orL'unt/.cd ihcir advent would bo 
far too late to arrest .the tide of <’onqm‘si, Annenin is 
alrctidy conquered. 

Under existintr cirentnstaiu'e.^; it is far from t'asy to maintain 
comjinntieaiions wjjli h'nrope. 'Piie Lrreaf disianco in '.rrebi- 
y.ond, the fonnidnbh* monnlnin rantres and Siberian climate 
of the hitrhi'r frivmnd. rt'nder nnvthin'.r like carrvintr one’s 
own despatches sim]dy ontof the <jnestion. No one hor.'^o can 
cireet tile jonniey in le.ss than five day.*-'. The jiosl, which 
travels nipht ami day. takes two days and a half to ofToct the 
journey, and there are hor.^e relays every six hour.s. 'J’hc 
wor.sf is. one can never count on this jwstal .service. For 
instjinee. to-day the post is six day.s behindhand, tind often 
the convenience of some local matrunte must, be con.sultcd, 
and the jniblic service intcrrupt<‘d for hour.s. T have found 
this the case so often that at heavy cxjiense 1 have been 
oblitred to send off special couricr.s over a distance of 200 
miles to catch the Trebi/.ond .steamer.s. 

Then the telegraph arrangements arc, for a Ihiropean, altogether 
impracticable. At. Erzernnm and Trcbiznnd only arc there 
international services where French is understood. At Kars 
and all other stations ujt to I’rebiy.ond only a Turkish service 
exists. One has a dragoman, it is tnio, but it is rare to find 
among .such one who can write the I’urki.sh language. The 
little knowledge I have is a reading and Avriting one ; and 
Avith it I haA'c managed to get oiV my despatches in a kind 
of a Avay. Unfortunately my Turkish is classical, and even 
Avhen Avritten is scarcely intelligihlc to the people here, Avho 
sjieak only a hideous Armcno-Turkish patois. 

I haA’'e just heard rmnours ahont a sortie from Er/.eroum, A\dth 
a successful issue. I don’t hclicAm it. It is simply one of 
those rumours spread purposely to keep up the morale of the 
remaining troops. As counter Aveight to this rumour there 
is the fact Aosible to my OAvn eyes, that this evening the 
Tnrldsh and Armenian notabilities of Baiburt are in solemn 
A"OL. II. G G 
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PREFACE. 


The motives •wliicli liaro led to tbo I’opnblication, in a collected 
form, of tlio CoiTespondonco of tho Daily Nevjs descriptive of 
the Wav between Russia and Turkey having been already 
explained, we have only to add that in tbo present volume 
tbg same system is observed as in the former volume of 
distinguishing the contributions of each con’cspondent. Tbo 
collection, which now forms a complete History of the War, 
comprises the coiTcspondence of jMr. Ai’cbibald Forbes, Mi’. 
J. A. MacGaban,. Mr. F. D. Millet, [Mr. E. Pears, Mr. E. 
O’Donovan, Mr. J. H. Skinner, !Mr. V. Julius, and other 
correspondents — in all seventeen in number — to each of whose 
letters a conventional sign has been aflixed. 


“Daily News” Office, 
3{ay, 1878. 
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OHAPTEB. I. 

POSITION OP AFFAIRS IN THE MIDDLE OP NOVEMBER. 

CharacterislicB of the Russian and Turkish Troops. — Aspects of the Investment 
of Plevna. — General Skoheleff’s Camp, — Description of the Country and 
the Russian Positions. — Russian Rood Supplies. — Turkish Prisoners sent 
into Plevna, — Policy bf Osman Pacha. — Prospects of breaking through. — 
A Panoramic Viev". — The Doomed Town.-:— The Russians and their Critics. — 
Skobeleff’s Positions. — The “ Wooded Hill.” — Skobeleff in the Trenches. — 
Gorny Dubnik. — Traces of the Fight. — Rashness of the Russian Attacks. — 
First Battle of the Guards. — A Problem solved. — Naval Operations, — Torpedo 
Warfare on the Danube and the Black Sea. 

The position of tlie Russian armies in Bulgaria towards tRe 
middle of ISTovemDer was one of confident expectation. G-eneral 
G-onrko’s vigorous and successful operations liad finally de- 
prived Osman Paclia of' his last means of communication with 
the outside world; and some weeks had elapsed since any 
supplies either of food or ammunition had reached him. How 
far it would he possible to prolong the defence was still a matter 
of great uncertainty ; sanguine estimates, supported by state- 
ments of a purely apocryphal character, had from time to time 
emanated from Constantinople ; on the other hand, experienced 
observers did not fail to note unmistakable tokens of approach- 
ing exhaustion. The ultimate fate of the stronghold which 
had so unexpectedly proved an insurmountable obstacle to 
,,-the Russian advance, was at least no longer doubtful, for the 
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investment had been for some time complete, and the Russian 
reinforcements and the Bystematic oi^nization of their opera, 
tions, nnder the ablest of their commanders, had really rendered 
absolutely hopeless any attempt on the part of Osman Pacha 
to break through their lines. It avus, however, soon manifest 
that tho Russians, independently of the question of tho fate of 
Osman Pacha, were preparing for an advance across tho 
Balkans; for tho movements of Snleiman Pacha, who had 
lately been appointed to tho command of tho army of Shnmia, 
in tho place of Mehemet Ali, had almost ceased to cause any 
scrions anxiety, and the reinforcements that were still con- 
stantly arriving continned to augment the already superahnndant 
strength of tho Russian forces massed around Ple\'nn. 'Winter 
campaigning in European Turkey, in fact, did not appear to 
present to tho Russian generals tho grave diflleullies which 
military critics, relying on old-fashioned procc<lcnts, had 
anticipated. The following letter from a correspondent vith 
General Gonrko describes tho state of affairs and the spirit 
and characteristics of tho armies in tho ne{ghl>onrhood of 
Plevna and in tho positions lately captured from tlio Turks, 
who had thns lo.‘it thoir last chance of defending their cem- 
jnunications with Sofia by way of Orknnich 

+ IlEADQCJinTERS OF GENERAL OOCRKO, Poi.NT DlTVlE, 
A’oi'CHitfr — There is something of the listh‘s«n*‘^s nnd 

sluggish action of the Orient even in the invc*<tn«'nl of 
PloNTin. Both sides are earnest enough, to l-o sun.*, but 
is little enterprise in the eamc.olnots, for nrilber Turk nor 
Russian has in his composition tluat rlcuu-nt of n-*>lh‘*« 
nctirity that chametorire^ iiome other n.alinnnlitir«, and which 
lia.s made other I!uroj>ean wars dramas ovcrfloulng with 
incident, action, and st.irtling events, Hetv ifnml two Ur/** 
armies. One is sorronn«h*<l ly the other, mnght in n Imp. 
blockade*! in a narrow little mller and nUng n few B«l/»*''rt 
ridges. The investing anny has *!f)uMe t!jr nnml-T of tn^ ps 
ncccs.’^ry to keep the |K>sititins it tvcupic-i, nn*! prvvii;‘r« 
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and reinforcements are everywhere in ahnndancc. There is in 
consequence a gvoai force wasied unless the extra minibers 
are kc])t at work, and it is just the casy-goine: Russian 
character that can endure the inaefion, wasle of time and 
strength that is the ineviiahlo rcsull of fhc ineihods of ojiera- 
tion ther clin" to. Tlie sicirc of Plevna has called out the 
noblest qualities of the Russian .soldier ; it has also oxpo.scd 
the wcalaicsses of many a general avIio lias heen up to the 
time of the struggle there honoured and trusied as a leader. 

From the fii*st meeting of Turks and Rus.siaus there has 
heen an increasing conlidencc in fho troops that has at 
last brought the generals to a hotter a]>])rci:iation of the 
value of the men — lesson numher one. Le.^son numhor two 
has heen a hitter one ; it is that not every shoulder strap 
indicates the capahilitics of the man who wear.s it, and this 
lesson has heen learned hy the last soldier in t he ranks. If 
the ojDerations ahout Plevna result in the acquisition of a 
Icnowledgc of the best ways of fighting men as well as 
feeding and housing them, the campaign will have other 
important results besides the destruction of Osman’s araiy. 
But the school is a defective one at the best, because it does not 
develop the soldier to the extent and in the direction which 
would be required in a campaign against any other army in 
Europe. We only learn to the best advantage when we are 
di'iven to equal and surpass those with whom we arc in com- 
petition. The Turk as a soldier is widely different from the 
Russian, and in many respects far inferior to him. He will 
not stand the bayonet; he will not attack an earthwork 
except under peculiar circumstances ; but he is by nature a 
fighting man ; he underatands the value of protection, and 
prizes his oma life much more than does the common Russian 
soldier, although they both fight uath a religious conviction 
that makes them foes worthy each other in open combat. 

The Turk makes bettor earthworks than the Russian, first, 
because the Tui’kish army is ready to try any new aim, or 
tactics, or engineering operations that may be presented, and 
from this willingness to experiment and to assimilate the 
knowledge of other races and nationalities, reaps much good, 
with, perhaps, great general loss and disadvantage, and, 
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Bccondlj, ■because the wearer of the fez is never at rest in 
tlio face of tlie enemy until Le can hide his head-gear ‘behind 
a good solid hit which will protect him from bullets. The 
Russians have much to leam from their enemies in the way 
of cover, and never will acquire the readiness to hide and 
protect themselves — a necessity in the face of breechloaders 
— as long as they have their stolid obstinacy of propose, 
which will not bear any modification, and chokes itself in its 
orvn conservatism. 

To come hack to Plevna, the first thing that surprises the 
visitor is not the extent, the size, tie strength of the in- 
vesting fortifications, but I may say just the reverse, and 
especially the quiet and ea^, happy-go-lucky operations going 
on to compel Osman to surrender. At only one point of 
the lino is there anything like enterprise, and that is where 
General Skobeleff ' is. There it is always lively, and the quiet 
of the nights is broken by the roar of the musketry and the 
grunting of the mitrailleuses along his positions far oftener 
thaii anyv’here else — even one may say that only at that place 
is there any disturbance at all. The cannon roar all about 
Plevna at times, often at regular intervals in volleys from 
batteries on the hills about, and it is easy to see that thqr 
fire for the sake of firing, and not in the hope of hastening 
by one day the surrender of the Turkish army. The Turks 
rarely respond, because they have not the burden of prortng 
that they are on the watch, and because everybody knous 
that their ammunition is short. The Roumanians are within 
fifty or sixty yards of the enemy ; the Russians, on Skoheleff’s 
position, are within a hnudred and fifty ; but there is no 
reason why the whole lino should not take this tmpleasant 
proximity to the Turkish earthworks, and that, too, with 
slight loss. The recent advance of General Skobeleff has 
shown how easy it is to straighten and shorten the line, and 
to bring the pickets within, speaking distance of each other, , 
a position that is probably much more harassing to the Turks 
than to the Russians. If the line were shortened, fewer men 
would be required to keep it, the enemy would bo kept more 
in hand, he would be obliged to spend more ammnnition, to 
expose the soldiers more, and his position would in every v ay 
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)e a more disagreealile one. The Russians have heen con- 
tented, and still are for the- most part contented, vdth leaving 
the enemy as they find him, and making their own earth- 
works the best they may to oppose the Turkish fortifications, 
vdthout attempting seriously to gain great advantages of 
^ ground, which they might easily do by expending the same 
amount of ammunition that is throvm away daily, and with 
almost no loss of life. 

Inman natime is the same the world over. Turks are not 
any the more vigilant when their lines are in danger than 
any other men; they ai’e more susceptible to panic than 
less superstitious and less ignorant people ; but every 
one is- more or less frightened when he has the muzzle of 
hostile muskets pointed at him, ready to fire if he shows 
himself too long ; and the way to act with the Turks is to 
worry them with just the same devices, and enterpiuses that 
it is evident vould worry and disturb the Russians. For 
example, a few small Russian mortars would make life in a 
Turkish trench a perfect torture with, the necessity of keep- 
ing a constant watch for the explosion of the piece, and 
then to do the active tiodging to get out of reach of the 
projectile. Row, when the shells from ten score cannons 
strike a redoubt at once, the Turks quietly retire into 
their ditches when they see the smoke in the Russian 
batteries, light their cigarettes while the shells are rattling 
about the earthworks, and come out again and resume 
then’ sports or their occupations when the firing ceases. 
Drop a' few mortar shells about the place, and the effect 
- would be quite different, especially if the mortar were placed 
at a couple of hundred yards’ distance only. A good bomb- 
proof would then be none too safe against shells which may 
roll into the door or burst in the fireplace,, or dig a hole in the 
roof large enough to bury a horse. A few telegraph wires, 
pitf&lls, and abattis. would make a rush across the narrow 
space between the lines impossible^, and Plevna would be 
besieged in dead earnest.. As it is, it is not so sure that the 
Turks are having a very hard time of it. They are used to 
the shells, for I have seen them never leave off work, or even 
turn their heads, when a large shrapnell shell whistled over 
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tbom and burst just behind the line. The to-nm of Plevna is 
not bombarded, and the breastivorks and rifle-pits are rarely 
disturbed ; only a forv redoubts are the targets for Russian 
guns, and the more iron is shot into theso the stronger they 
are. Time seems to be of no object Tvhatever either to 
besieged or besiegers. The former await their fate -without 
impatience, content iritb keeping about them the Sower of 
the Russian troops, and occupying the attention of the whole 
army ; the latter, sure of their game, prefer to wait and have 
it fall into their hands rather than to make a continuous effort 
to seize it. Having followed the advanced line of invest- 
ment for the greater part of the enciente, I am convinced that 
a little squeezing and elbowing would shorten the siege 
greatly, and that the glaring mistake of the Russians is 
that they are no more enterprising and wideawake than their 
enemy, and the latter, in consequence, never loses, hig com- 
posure. The monotony of a siege is not wearying when 
either ^ide is burrowing and mining and pressing forward 
resolutely in different places ; but where two armies sit down 
and contemplate each other across an interval of a mile or 
more, it becomes at last a bore. Picket.firing, which goes on 
for weeks without a hit, night disturbances, which are the 
resnlt of the momentary nervousness of some soldier who was 
looking over the breastwork, and alarms the whole line to 
send volleys into the darkness, regnlar cannonading at almost 
the same hours daily — all this one gets used to very soon, 
and there is no longer any excitement in it. But it is in the 
Sclav nature to either overdo or underdo anything they 
undertake, and we may expect that they'-will sit on the hills 
and wait for Osman if he chooses to nnrase himself in 
Plevna until next spring. 

Leaving General Skobeleff’s positions to go towards the Sofia 
road, one has only to follow westward the winding valley 
that is the junction of the one in front of Krishino and the 
one in which stands the village of Brestovec. The outposts 
are along the ridge near the Krishine redoubt, and the village 
which gave the name to the earthwork is still debatable 
ground. A small stream cuts its way through the stratified 
rock of the ridges to the west, leaving an open gorge much 
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like tlic one at Tnccnicn, Aviili bigli prccipifons sides, and 
here and there a mined village. IN car fhc village of Tyrnen 
the little stream moots the Vid, and tliorc begins the great 
polling ])lain bounded on the north by the ]!)nnubo, and 
sti’etching many miles to the vest. The Vid flows rjuietly 
over a broad gravelly bod, twisting and t urning among the 
willows and poplars, past several once-flourishing villages, 
now without an inhabitanf, ruined and desolate. Pickets 
are on the steep rocky hills that bound the valley on the cast, 
and as we ride along we can see them firing at each other, 
and hear the whistle of the bullets. The Sofia mad is a 
mile to the west, along the low hills that scarcelv undulate 
enough to break the sf might horizon lino, and always behind 
the picket line, wo ride down almost to the bridge over the 
Vid, near the opening in the hills that leads u]> to Plevna, 
three miles away. Tlic redoubts at Opancs come u]) srjuaroly 
against the skj' along the crest of the highest hill about 
Plevna, which, opposite IStropol, tapers off into a gentle 
slope and is washed by the waters of the Vid, and there too 
we see the white puffs from the rifles of the pickefs, and hear 
a cannon report with monotonous regularity. Four or five 
miles to the south-west of the bridge over the Vid lies this 
little village, Dolny Dubnik, on both sides of the Sofia road, 
which just here takes a turn throxigh a shallow valley. All 
around the village are the deserted Turkish earthworks, a 
series of finely constructed forts, with deep ditch, high 
central battery, and long lines of trenches connecting one 
with the other. On the Jiorth of the toum the ground about 
the forts is fuiTOwed and scarred with shells, thrown when 
the Russians came here a fcAV days ago, and with this excep- 
tion there is no sign of any fight here. The village has, 
perhaps, a hundi’ed houses standing, the rest are burned or 
tom down for fuel. We are in the land of plenty, but with 
nothing to put our hands upon. Great droves of beef cattle 
are about here on the hill-sides, and the butchers are up to 
their elbows in blood from morning to evening. It is a 
ludicrous scene enough, a detachment of tall, sober-looking 
guardsmen, who have drawn plentiful rations of live stock, 
fat sheep, goats, and calves, and are carrying them to the 
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camp on the hill. One is struggling -with two goats, another 
walks astride a vicious little buck, and a third ties a sheep 
about his neck like a great woollen wrap. There is plenty of 
fun when such rations are given out. In one respect we are 
very much like the Turks in Plevna j meat is plentiful, but 
bread is scarce, and even impossible to get at any price. The 
sutler sells plenty of bad wine and brandy, but has not an 
f ounce of sugar or bread. The officers’ restaurant, a preten- 
tious establishment — great hospital tent, has a long bill of 
fare of all kinds of meat prepared in every fashion, but you 
couldn’t get an extra dice of bread if yon should balance the 
weight -with silver. The truth is that all the grain is back in 
the country, and there is no way of getting it up here. A 
Bulgar told me that if I would furnish horses he would 
bring up any quantity of floor, but that he had no animals 
to take grain to mill with. Cattle can be driven, they cat 
their way along ; grain must stand in the bins because the 
cattle and horses are all gone. Of course the army draws 
from the back country great quantities of provisions with 
its ovTi transportation, but the natives live on roasted Indian 
com and onions — a diet to which they take kindly enough, 
but regret always the absence of their heavy black bread 
that forms the cliief article of their bill of fare. 

At Vraca, where the great waggon trains and the dop6t of 
supplies were taken, there were found also some families of 
Bashi'Bazoukg, and three scoreor more inhabitants, who were 
brought up here and were sent into Plevna to-day as a present 
to Osman. There were, perhaps, a dozen women in all, and 
twice as many children, all stowed away in two ox-carts, 
which were conducted along the road by a strong escort 
of Lancers, who kept the men of the party, a group of 
the most miserable beings ono could imagine, in front of 
the carts, and goaded on the drivers of the cattle. It was a 
cold afternoon, and a strong wind was sweeping through the 
valley. How the half-naked children shivered and cuddled 
toc^ether to keep warm ! The women sat there stolidly, their 
faces wrapped in the veil, and seemed to take the proceetlings 
as a matter of course. In the last cart thei'O was a family 
of Turkish gipsies, the mother as red as an Indian; a giil of, 
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-perliaps, fourteen years, a litlie, slender, darlc-eyed creature, 
as beautiful a type of tbe true gi^Dsy as I ever saw, and two 
or three small children as naked as when they were born. 
The mother was about half dressed ; the girl was scarcely 
covered, for she had only a tattered pair of Tartar women’s 
trousers hung about her waist, not concealing her slender 
ankles, and about her shoulders a torn piece of a Turkish 
soldier’s coat. A shock of jet-black hair fell over her low 
forehead and straggled over her shapely neck. She was 
crying from the cold, hugging herself into the ragged bit of 
blue cloth, and trying to cover her feet with the hay that 
fell over the end of the cart. When the cavalcade of misery 
halted, bread was given the half-starved women and children, 
who shared it readily with the men who belonged to them. 
Bony hands clutched the loaves, and tore them in pieces ; 
wild eyes looked for more with a sort of agonized pleading ; 
and for the first time for days they feasted. Officers led the 
shivering children and my gipsy beauty into a house and gave 
them tea to drink, and silver money to warm their palms, 
and there were now plenty of tears of joy and gratitude 
shed. Soldiers showered on the j)arty a share of their rations, 
com was piled in the carts, and they creaked away. 

One of the women sat apart fi’om the rest during the halt, 
and she took no share . in -the feast, so I had almost 
forgotten her. She sat unmoved with the soldiers and 
horses all around her ; then when the others ate she threw 
herself flat on the ground and sobbed. She had taken a 
revolver and shot a Russian sergeant dead in the streets of 
Vraca, after the town was occupied and quiet, and for this 
she sat apart, for the other women pointed ' at her as a 
murderess. One of them corroborated the testimony of the 
escort with a great deal of feeling, and said that the woman 
>was mad. At all events no harm had come to her for the 
diabolical deed she had committed, and the comrades of the 
murdered soldier were giving her food and every care with a 
good-nature that it is difficult to conceive, and almost too 
much to believe. And so the train went on over the hill and 
down the vallej’- to the bridge, and I saw them no moi’e, 
Osman null not care for more reinforcements of this kind, it 



10 


WAS coeresponsence. 


IS cortrun. This little incident has been the only one of 
interest hero for some days, for the most complete qniet 
prevails, and only the musketry along Skobeleff’s position 
Rounds occasionally like the roaring of a fire in the grate, and 
the monotonous thud of a mn6Bed report of cannon comes 
over the hills to ns a couple of miles away. 


The sitnntion of affairs, and the prospects of the siege as they 
presented themselves to a competent observer from tbe outside, 
are described in tbo following letter by another correspondent, 
also at the headquarters of General Gourko :•»— 

t Dolnt Dobnik, Sofia Road, behind Plevna, November 16th . — 
The campaign in Bulgaria has taken a curious turn, one that 
of all others would have been tbe least foreseen at the 
beginning of the war. It resembles in some respects tbe 
Franco-German "War, inasmuch as the result now to a great 
extent depends on tho possibility of hemming in and starving 
out a large army in a fortified place on one side, and on the 
other the possibility of breaking through the line of invest- 
ment either with or without help from outside. In each case 
an army shut np in a fortress, struggling against hunger, and 
an army of raw levies forming outside in the hopo of 
relieving it. If the war of defence undertaken’ by tho 
Republic was decided by the capitulation of Jletz, the present 
war will undoubtedly be decided by tbe capture of Plevna, 
or the successful resistance offered by Osman Pacha’s army. 

If the Russians are unable to get possession of Plevna, and 
capture or destroy Osman’s army, they may as well make 
peace and go home. If, on the contrary, they are successful, 
the war will soon be at an end. The Turks will never 
be able to raise another such army. If Plevna ^ falls, 
there will then be only tho broken army of Rconf Pacha 
on the other side of the Balkans, perhaps 40,000 men, 
to resist the onward march of a victorious army of 150,000 
soldiers, which force the Russians u-ill have by that time 
ready for an. onward movement, without counting tho army 
of the Tantra, required to mask the fortresses of tho quadri- 
lateral. Once the contending armies have reached this 
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situation, the result cannot long be doubtful, Tbe Turkish 
armies will dwindle and melt away like tbe snows of spring, 
and tbe Tui’kisb power will be crushed, let us hope for ever. 
It is now only a question of time. Whether Osman Pacha 
has supplies for one month, or whether he has supplies for 
three months, the end must be the same. The Russians mean 
to keep up the investment urM the Turks are starved out, 
and they will accomplish their purpose if it takes until next 
April. Either Osman Pacha will have to surrender at dis- 
cretion, or he vdll have to cut his way through the Russian 
lines, and take by assault a series of Russian trenches defended 
by Russian breechloaders and Russian bayonets. In either 
case the result is disaster to the Turkish arms. The army of 
Osman Pacha is inevitably lost. Whichever plan Osman 
chooses, and whatever the result, the end of this Plevna 
campaign will be a military event of the highest interest and 
importance. 

It is very evident that if Osman were to be judged by ordinary 
military rules he would have to be convicted of a very grave 
military error in allowing himself to be cooped up in a place 
where he must, sooner or later, yield to a more formidable 
enemy than the Russians — Starvation. As soon as he saw 
the danger of his retreat and his supplies being cut off, he 
should have abandoned Plevna, which had played its part, 
and retired along the Sofia road until his back was against 
the Balkans. Here he might have chosen a position stronger 
even than Plevna as regards natural advantages, and one 
which the Russians could not have surrounded or cut off. 
The loss of 10,000 men suffered at Teliche and Grorny 
Dubnik would have been avoided, and he might have been 
reinforced by the troops now at Sofia, which, together with 
the new recruits that are being raised, would have brought 
his army up to an effective of seventy or seventy-five thousand 
men. The next move of the Russians would undoubtedly 
have been to occupy Plevna with a large force, say fifty or 
sixty thousand men, and endeavour to cross the Balkans with 
the remainder of their army. But the line from the Balkans 
to the Danube is a long one to hold, even with 60,000 men, 
when threatened by an enemy of 75,000, and it seems doubtful 
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■vvlictlier the Kussians could hare attempted the passag-e of the 
Balkans with a sufficient force to reach Adrianople. As soon 
as such a forward movement was attempted Osman could 
of courso leave his secure position against the Balkans, and 
marching doum the Vid towards the Danube again threaten 
the Russian communications. Bja rapid concentration and 
a violent attack upon some part of the long line he might 
break it, and make a dash for the Sistova Bridge, and destroy 
the Russian stores there ; or, at any rate, press the Russian 
line of defence so hard, and threaten the Russian communi- 
cations so closely, as to stop any forward movement beyond 
the Balkans. The Hnssians, in order to advance with an 
army of 75,000 men manoeuvring on their right Qn n t- , within 
thirty miles of so important a lint in their communications 
as the Sistova Bridge, would be obliged to have a much 
greater force than they now have over the Danube. And, at 
nnyrate, whether Osman succeeded in stopping the Russian 
advance or not, he would not have lost his army, as ho must 
now inevitably do. He would have had an army with which 
to cross the Balkans and follow np the Russian advance in 
the valley of the ^taritza, and make it most difficult for 
them to either lay siege to* or mask Adrianople. Or his army 
might simply have been employed to hold the country not 
occupied by Russian troops, which would bo north of the 
Balkans, the whole of that rich country between the Vid 
and the Servian frontier now feeding the Russian army, and 
south of the Balkans, the whole country from Phihppopolis 
to the Gulf of Saloruca, which must fall into the hands of 
the Russians as soon as the army of Osman is captured or 
destroyed. 

In criticizing Osman’s choice in allowing himself to bo cooped 
up in Plevna, we must remember that ho cannot be judged 
by ordinary military rules, for the reason that he has not an 
ordinary army. He has not a movable army. Ho has not 
an army with which ho can manoeuvre in the field, and 
execute the kind of movements I have supposed. Ho has 
what may bo called a stationaiy army, one which hoars tho 
same relation to a European army that a siege train docs to 
field artillery. It can only bo moved from point to point 
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slo-^vlr nnd -sA'itli difllciiltj, and is inca])alt]c of doing any- 
tliing Avliilc on tlic -svay. It is an army wliich is iDO-\vcrl’ul 
only Avlicn planted in a netAvorlc of irenclics and fortifications. 
Osman, tliercforc, did proLaldy the very host filing ho conld 
do under the circumstances -^vith an army such as his. But 
it only proves, vhat indeed required no jiroof, that an arm}’- 
condemned hy its inlvci-ent defects to act purel}' on the 
defensive must ahvavs he heaten in the end. He vilf, hov- 
over, have prevented the llussians from crossing the Balkans 
this year at least, and forced them into a second campaign, 
and this is an immense result. The question nov* is, did ho 
make the choice deliberately, having carefully veighed both 
plans and forecast all the consequences, or did he remain in 
Ple^^la hoping to keep his communications open, or that if 
cut off he vould be relieved by an army coming from Sofia ; 
or did he linger until too late out of mere apathy and in- 
decision ? 

The knowledge of the causes -which led to his remaining hero 
would be just now of the greatest importance to the Russians. 
For if Osman deliberately elected to remain hero and allow 
himself to be cut off, he would naturally, having had plenty 
of time in which to do it, have laid in a supply of provisions 
for at least six months. This would enable him to hold out 
until the 1st of May. The probability of his having done 
this, I must say, however, seems veiy slight. In the first 
place, so much foresight and prudence is very unusual in the 
Turkish character. In the next, it is no easy matter to lay 
in supplies for an army of 60,000 men for six months. Be- 
sides this, there is evidence that Osman hoped and tried to 
keep open his communications by the almost childish expedient 
of establishing a line of forts along the Sofia road. This 
would seem to indicate that Osman never believed the 
Russians would threaten his communications vdth anything 
more formidable than a few regiments of Cossacks. He 
probably thought that the Russian^, upon the arrival of their 
reinforcements, instead of investing Ple-vna, would simply 
mask Ple-vna -with a part of their forces, and attemj)t to cross 
the Balkans with the rest, w’hich would have left him entire 
liberty of action, either to attempt breaking through the 
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masTc, or retire upon Sofia and operate from there on the 
Russian rear. The possibility of his being shut in and 
starved out is probably one -wbieh did not occur to him until 
the last moment, "when it "was too late to lay in a large supply 
of provisions and munitions. It seems, therefore, improbable 
that ho vrill be able to hold out more than a month or sis 
weeks longer, if even so much. The question then comes up, 
What •SN’ill Osman do when he sees himself with only a week’s 
provisions left ? Will he surrender at discretion, or will he 
attempt to cut his way through the Russian lines, and escape 
with a part of his army ? The impression at the staff head- 
qnartera is that he will surrender; hut I find that among 
officers of the line the belief prevails that he will fight, and 
the consequent exnltation la great. They have some hope of 
revenge. They can obtain no adequate vengeance for the 
cold-blooded murder of their wounded, who were left lying 
around the Turkish redoubts after those terrible assaults. 
Russians cannot kill wounded and prisoners. But it would 
still be something to meet these wild beasts ontside their lair, 
bayonet to bayonet and man to man, when the only vengeance 
allowed the Russians might be wreaked in fair and open 
fight. This satisfaction would be denied them if Osman 
simply surrendered when he finds himself out of provisions. 

There is considerable discussion as to the direction in which 
Osman will attempt to break through. There are four general 
directions in which he might try it ; but when wo come to 
examine the Russian line, it presents barriers which seem 
everywhere equally insurmountable. Some suppose that he 
^ould find it easier to break through the Roumanian lino 
somewhere near the Vid- But the fact that the Roumanians 
have constructed a most formidable series of trenches and 
redoubts, seems to render it simply impossible to break 
through. Supposing Osman were to break the line hero, ho 
would find himself close on the Danube, up or down which 
he would have to march. If be made for 'Widdin, ho would 
undoubtedly be cut off by the Guard that would easily have 
time to head him off, and with the remnant of his army ho 
TN-ould have to meet and attack this formidable force in the 
open. Should he attempt to march down the river, he wonld 
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be just as easily beaded off by tbe Russian forces east'll of tbe 
Vidj and would, besides, bare tbe army of tbe Lorn before 
bim. On tbe Sofia road be mil find tbe Guard strongly 
entrenched ready to receive bim. On tbe Loftcba road be 
will find an obstacle no less difficult to surmount, and tbat is 
Skobeleff with a. formidable series of trenches and earth- 


works, over which no force, however desperate, mil ever be 
able to pass as long as there is a single Russian left. Should 
tbe attempt be made here, it would result in tbe hardest 
fighting on tbe whole line. Skobeleff so far has not only 
been guarding tbe passage, be has also been driving in tbe 
Turkish lines, and pushing them bard on every point. Tbe 
two lines on Skobeleff’s right on tbe “ Green Hill ” are 
within one hundred and fifty yards of each other, and be is 
gradually forcing them back. There seems to be little chance 
of their ever attempting to break tbe line here. It would be 
equally difficult along tbe Vid between Skobeleff and Gourko, 
for before be could go far both Gourko and Skobeleff would 
close in on bim like a pair of scissors, and be would never be 
able to reach tbe Balkans. Por a daring general ready to 
■' undertake a bold and brilliant venture, or sortie, tbe Radisovo 
side might present less formidable obstacles than any other. 

I believe tbat if tbe attempt were made in tbe early morn- 
ing, just before daylight, it would offer a certain desperate 
chance of success as far as tbe breaking through is con- 
cerned. Once through here, be would have tbe Russian army 
in bis rear, with no short cut by which be could be beaded off. 
As one army can march as fast as another, once be got a 
couple of hours’ start, be could keep it, and bis line of escape 
would be Tirnova and Osman Bazar. But its ultimate success 
would depend on tbe possibility of a combined effort in 
concert with Suleiman Pacha, which it is well nigh impossible 
to arrange, owing to the absence of communications. With- 
out this, Osman, once through the lines here, would still have 
the ai’my of the Lorn to break through, which would simiffy 
be an impossibility. But could Suleiman know Osman was 
making such an attempt, he might assist him very materially. 
He might concentrate his whole force somewhere near the 
Danube, which would necessitate a like movement on the 
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art of tbe Russians, thus leaving the road to Osman Bazar 
■with few or no troops. Then a furious attack upon the 
Russians would keep this army en^ged near the Danube, 
■uhile Osman was flying across the country to Osman Bazar, 
where he would, of course, find the road clear, and thus he 
enabled to form his junction with Suleiman. Such a com- 
bination wouldj however, be diificnlt, even if there was the 
possibility of communication. Still a daring general might 
try it -with some hope of a partial success. But there is little 
likelihood of its being attempted, and it is quite impossible 
to predict what Osman will do. 


lu the folloTving letter from the same correspondent we have 
3me interesting particulars of the operations against Plevna, 
jgether with further details of Skobelefi’s recent brilliant 
ipture of the “ Wooded Hill ” t — 

Dolxy Dddnik, Sofia Road, behind Plevna, Headqhaeters 
OF General Gourko, November 20th . — Beautiful weather, 
dolightfal weather, ideal weather, Arcadian weather, 
delicious weather — weather to make one forget the three 
weeks of cold and rain we had some time ago, and believe 
that ram and cold are terrible visitations that may afflict 
far-away mythical countries, but never such a soft, mellow 
climate as this. At last the skies seem to have espoused 
the cause of Russia, and the mnch-doubtcd spell of fine 
weather, after the October rains, has actually como. It has 
lasted two weeks now, and if one were to judge by appear- 
ances it may continue until Christmas, "with little intermission. 
There has been enough rain, this year, goodness knows ; 
there has been enough bad weather to satisfy any reasonable 
year, and if it were now to hold up and let the sun shine on 
us for another month or six weeks it would really bo no more 
than we have a right to expect. 

ho siege of Plevna has become a kind of monster picnic. 
Everywhere officers may be seen at the dinner hour seated 
at their tables, dining in the open air in proferonco to their 
tents, 60 warm and soft ore the days. All around the 
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positions, ■vvlicro ilic soldiers arc cooking ilicir dinners or 
Irinc: lazily stretclicd on the irround, hnskincr in the ynrni 
sunshine, rise thin columns of light, blue smoke, that hangs 
over the country in a tine luminous haze, turning these lazy 
nxitumn afternoons into a glorious Indian summer. 1’he hnv 
hills, covered vith furze and hriislnvood, are hromi vith 
that lustrous golden tint so heautiful in a Avoman’s eye and 
hair. The holds of Indian corn, of a pale dull stnnv yellow, 
turn into gold in this warm sunshine, contra.st ing curiously 
Avuth the light .spring green of the little valleys Avhere the 
grass is springing uji again, as it ahvay.s does in Bujgaria 
during the autumn. 

There is nothing more delightful than a galloj) across the 
helds and oA'cr the Ioav hills, and doAvn the gi'cen, narroAA’, 
cosey little A-allcys, and then out again across the hroAA'ii 
and scented hill .slopes. The valleys are sometimes deep 
raAnnes, thirty, forty, and fifty feet dec]), and not more 
than a hxmdred feet AA'ide, A\'ith steep precijxitous sides 
of solid rock, doAvn Avhich a goat could not climb. 
Such a one is the raA*ine running from Tucenica, nearly 
parallel to the Loftcha road, right into Plevna, and 
separating Skobelctf’s right Aving from General Zotofi’s 
left. You draAv rein on the edge of one of those cliffs and 
look doAATi with delight on the little A'alley at the bottom, 
Avhich, AA-ith its fresh grass and the little stream bubbling 
through it, and here and there a clump of dry brusliAvood, 
seems expressly designed for camping out. But you may 
have to go a mile or tAA*o along its edge before you can find 
a place AA'here you can descend into it. You go doAA-n by a 
steep crooked path, turn your horses loose to graze on the 
rich grass, make yom- tea, and cook your dinner, and Avith 
these walls of solid rock rising so close upon each side of 
you, youdmagine yourself in one of those deep ravines that 
cross the great American plains frequented by hunters, 
scouts, and Indians. It AA-as in such a place as this that 
General Custar and four companies of cavalry were cut off 
and killed to the last man. 

After a dinner in one of these places, taken one day at the 

I. good old-fashioned hour of one o’clock, consisting of kibohs, 

' VOL. n. / 0 
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or bits of mutton roasted on sticks over the fire, onions 
roasted on the coals, Dutch cheese turned into "Welsh rare- 
bits, "with the aid of black bread and mustard, and washed 
down -with draughts of dear cold water, our little party went 
on, and soon found themselves on the famous Radisovo ridge. 
Here we found things in very much the same condition as 
during the last disastrous attack on Plevna. The Russian 
batteries are in the same place where I left them six weeks 
ago, and the Russians have constmeted small breastworks, 
with the guns mounted en harhHte, 'which afford very little 
protection to the gunners. But, although these positions are 
within easy range of the Peabody rifles from the Turkish 
redoubts, not more than half a mile in front of them, nobody 
keeps under cover, because the Turks rarely fire. It is 
believed, for this reason, that their supply of ammunition is 
not very great. The Russians have trenches half way do-uTi 
the slope, and their pickets are down at the bottom. The 
Turkish pickets are half way down the opposite slope, and 
they have slight trenches in front of the redoubts, hut the 
redoubts are all connected by deep trenches or covered ways. 

The scene is the same as during the attack in September, the 
circular horseshoe range of hills, enclosing the kind of tudn 
valley, mth low central ridge, on which three of the Turkish 
redoubts are built, running through it towards Plevna. The 
Turkish redoubts are still there, considerably strengthened 
and improved, and the Turks may he seen moving about in 
them. But one characteristic of the landscape is wanting. 
It is the dead bodies of Russian soldiers that for days and 
weeks lay on the slope leading up to these redoubts, so thick 
in places that with their white trousers they looked like 
flocks of sheep. They have at last disappeared, for the grass 
is growing here again green and luxuriantly, and hides from 
our eyes the rotting clothes and skeletons. the 

Russians enter Plevna they will fmd them, ns Jlcssrs. 
Baring and Schuyler found the hones of men, women, and 
children at Batak. There were wounded among these dead 
who, unable to crawl off the field, had escaped the merciful 
knife of the Circassian and tlio Bashi-Bazouk, and lain 
there for days in sight of their comrades dying of fever, 



THE DOOMED TOWN. 


19 


tliirst, and festering wonnds, wliile tlie Turks, wlio kill tke 
wounded and leave tlie dead to rot, will be taken prisoners, 
and be treated as prisoners of wai-, and sent to Russia, and 
fed better tban tbe Russian soldiers. Suppose tbe R.rencb, 
during tbe Rranco-Grerman war, bad killed all tbe G-ermans, 
wounded or not, wbo fell into tbeir bands, wbat would bave 
been tbe fate of these same Pi’encbmen, oflB.cers and men, 

. wben taken prisoners by tbe Germans ? All tbe officers 
would bave been tried and sbot, or perhaps banged for 
murdei’, and tbe men would bave been decimated, and tbe 
whole of Europe, including tbe Turcopbiles, would bave 
applauded ;''‘and, wbat would bave been of more importance, 
tbe Erencb would bave killed no more wounded or prisoners. 
Ear behind these redoubts may be seen Plevna, serene and' 
smiling, half buried in a deep, narrow little hollow, ap- 
parently tbe continuation of tbe ravine already described, 
which spreads out to receive it, and closes it in on all sides, 
as if to protect it from tbe icy winds of winter and from tbe 
fierce blasts of flame that rush down on it from tbe frowning 
bills around. Tbe roofs of tbe bouses may be seen inter- 
mingled with clumps of trees, from among which arise two 
tall white slender, minarets, and tbe small round glistening 
domes of a church — a picture that, cut off from its surround- 
ings and seen by itself, would be one of quiet and peace. 

But there is little chance of your contemplating it thus. 
To your right there suddenly bursts forth tbe sullen roar 
of a gun, followed by that curious, uncertain, twisting, 
whizzing scream that is so interesting wben going from, 
and so disagreeable when coming towards, you. If you look 
closely yon can see tbe shell for an instant as it mounts in 
the air, looking against tbe golden sky like a boy’s india- 
rubber ball. It is scarcely more harmless either, as a rule, 
for it generally strikes against a heap of tbe fresh earth, and 
does no injury to anything but itself. Tbe white smoke 
from tbe gun rises ' up against tbe sun and turns into a 
glorious yellow, deep, transparent, and many-tinted, but so 
full of light and fire that it seems like tbe soul of tbe terrific 
force that has just burst from its prison in tbe bowels of tbe 
gun. Around tbe cbcle of bills may be seen now and then 
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little clouds of white smoke, and the deep-toned voices of 
the dogs of war come home to ns in a sullen roar. But 
there is little or no terror in their throats. Their once fierce 
voices seem now to be only disappointed howls, like wild 
beasts cheated of their prey, as though they themselves 
recognized their own impotence. Above the village of 
Grivica may he seen the two redoubts, 250 yards apart, 
where the Turks and Roumanians are watching each other 
like cats and dogs, ready to spring to the assault the first 
moment one catches the other off guard. Just over and 
behind Plevna is an opening in the hillg, where w’e can see 
the valley of the Vid, and the undulating plain beyond, 
illumined by the sun, and so shadowy as to be hardly 
distinguishable from the sky. 

It is here that General Gourko is watching Osman Ghazi with 
the Guard, ready to fall upon him at the first indication of an 
attempt to get out. On the “Wooded Hill” overlooking 
Plevna stand Osman Ghazi and Skobeleff face to face and 
foot to foot, watching each other with caution and respect, 
like two athletes who have already tried a fall, and are 
waiting for breath and an opportunity to begin again. Half 
way down the Eadisovo ridge, on the “ hump,” and just oppo- 
site the Turkish redoubt around which the Russian dead lay 
for so long, the Russians have bnilt a very strong redoubt. 
The two redoubts are not more than 800 yards distant from 
each other. The Russians have two more batteries below 
this redoubt down towards the ravine, and the skirmish 
line extends down to the ravine itself, where tho skirmishers 
are, however, taken in rearfrom*the Turks on the " Wooded 
Hill.” The ridge behind Radisovo, which, with its walnut- 
trees, its fields of Indian com, and its vineyards, used to ho 
such a pleasant place wherein to lie in tho shado and watch 
the battle, except when tho Turks took it into their head to 
shell you out, as they did one day to a comrade and myself 
when we wore in 'the middle of a pleasant breakfast vlioso 
principal element was tho lascions grapes we gathered from 
tho vines around us — this ridge is now bare and bleak. Tho 
walnnt-trees have boon cut down to build lints for tliesoldicr.*', 
tho vines trampled down and ent up by artillery wheels and 
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liorses’ feet, or burnt up for fuel. If tbe proprietor, Turk 
or Bulgarian, comes to look after bis property -^ben tbe war 
is over, be will not recognize it. 

Brom Radisovo we went to Bogot, tbe Grand Duke’s bead- 
quarters. My object was to see tbe Grand Duke and obtain 
permission to visit tbe positions. All Correspondents wbo 
bave not been actually expelled from tbe army for betrayal 
of tbe trust reposed in tbem and violation of tbeir word of 
honour, are allowed to stay at tbe Grand Duke’s headquarters, 
wherever that may be. Row that be is at Bogot, tbe Cor- 
respondent is within four miles of Radisovo and Brestovec, 
quite near enough to be on band in case of a battle, when 
they are allowed to go forward, and quite near enough to see 
tbe condition of tbe Russian army, and to know everything 
that is going on. Making these restrictions on Correspon- 
dents, therefore, is not intended to bide tbe condition of tbe 
army, as has been asserted, but simply as a measure of pre- 
caution. Bor my own part,. I think tbe measure a very 
foolish and useless one. Tbe Turks do not get tbeir informa- 
tion from CoiTespondents, but from tbe hundreds of sutlers 
and contractors, wbo are allowed to go everywhere and see 
everything without let or hindrance, or even tbe formality of 
a pass. There are any number of spies among tbem. 

As to tbe assertion that tbe Russians object to tbe criticism of 
tbe Correspondents, it should be remembered that tbe Daily 
News account of Kriidener’s defeat at Plevna was ofGicially 
published in Russia in lieu of tbe official report, although it 
contained severe criticisms on nearly all tbe Russian generals 
engaged. Tbe Daily News Correspondents bave probably been 
tbe most severe of all in tbeir criticisms on tbe arrangements 
of tbe campaign ; those criticisms bave been reproduced in 
tbe Russian papers, and yet tbe writers are welcome every- 
where in tbe army, because, whether rightly or wrongly, tbe 
Russians believe tbe criticisms to be fair and honest. When 
I saw tbe Grand Duke be immediately gave me permission to 
go everywhere around tbe positions. He said in English, 
smiling, “ Ob, it is all right ; you can go where you please ; ” 
and, vutbalarge sign of tbe cross made- in tbe air at me, 
“ God be with you.” Brom here we went dbect to Brestovec, 
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now SkobelefE’s headquarters. The village is on the left of 
the Loftcha road, and just in front of Krishine and the famous 
Kxishiue redoubt, from which it is distant about a mile. It 
is, therefore, directly under the shell-fire of the Turkish 
redoubt, and the picket and infantry fire as well The Turks 
do not seem to have very many shells, and rarely fire nnless 
something is going on. But the night Skobeleff took the 
position on the “Wooded Hill” they threw twenty-five or 
thirty into the village But the bullets come in like hail 
whenever there is anything going on in the trenches The 
yard in. which we were camped, just behind Skoheleff’s house, 
was riddled with them, and when firing began we always 
made a rush for a large straw-stack, which fortunately was 
near, and waited for the storm to blow over. Then we would 
go out and look for the new arrivals which we had heard 
dropping around ns. This was easily done, and we had the 
curiosity to dig out several. The penetrating power of tho 
Peabody nfle, which, by the way, bears the name of the great 
philanthropist, is very great. We found the balls, after 
coming about a mile, entered the hard ground a distance of 
two feet, and a perpendicular depth of from six inches to one 
foot. This power of penetration is owing to the shape of tho 
ball. It is not, properly speaking, a conical ball, but a solid 
cylinder of lead, an inch long, and about tbo diameter of tho 
chassep&t bullet, simply rounded at the forward end. Al- 
though not larger in diameter than the Russian Bcitlan, it is 
nearly twice the weight, and this, comhined with the necessary 
increase in the charge of powder, gives it a fearful power of 
penetration. One of these bullets will travel a mile, and then 
go through a horse and any number of men who should 
happen to he in its line of march. Ton hardly know when 
you have enough earth and stone between you and the*:© 
dread missiles. 

i have already described SkobelcITs capture of part of the 
“ Wooded Hill.” Ho executed this movement in the most 
dashing and brilliant manner, and it is really of more impor- 
tance than I was at first disposed to give it, as was proved by 
two very resolute attempts of Osman to recover it. As tho 
position is very interesting here I will describe it, so that 
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anyloody wlao lias tlie Aiistvian staff map, wliicli' just liere — ^in 
spite of its being necessarily very small, is correct to tbo 
minutest' detail — can mark botlii tlie Russian’ and Tiuddsli' 
positions accurately.. Just a little soutli of tlie spot marked as 
Kriskine on-tkis map ■ tkere null be observed a bend in tke' 
Lofteka road.. To tke rigkt of tkis bend vull be perceived a' 
little kollov runnins: down to tke Tucenica • ra^dne. Before 
Skobsleff’s movement tkis little kollow was tke line between' 
tke Russian and Turldsk positions on tkis side of tke road. 
Just nortk of tkis little spot will be remarked a little kill 
bounded on tke nortk by a very slight depression running 
down towards tke ravine ; and tken-anotker one bounded by 
a deeper koUow, wkick crosses tke Lofteka road, and likewise 
runs into tke Tucenica ravine. Tke first of tkese kills is tke 
one captured by Skobeleff, tke other one is still held by the 
Turks, and tke two together, with tke one on tke other side 
of ■ tke road, are called tke “Wooded Hill or Mountain;” 
Besides straightening tke Russian line, tke capture of tkis 
little kill' gave Skobeleff tke • command of a road that leads 
down tke first-mentioned little hollow to tke ravine, wkick is 
passable at this point. . As there is no other place where it 
can be crossed between here and Tucenica,' tke possession of 
tkis little hollow and road' really unites Skobeleff with Zotoff, 
who without it were incapable' of reinforcing each other, 
except by tke roundabout way of Tucenica; Tke distance is 
now a quarter of a mile instead of' six or seven. 

As regards tke rest of tke positions, tke village of Ekiskine is 
not where it is marked on tke map, but a little nortk and west 
of tke “ K ” in tke name. Brestovec is nearer tke Lofteka 
road than marked, and just in tke beginning of tke little hollow 
under tke name of Kirtozabene, about tke last of that name. 
Tke redoubt of Kriskine is just east and south of tke last 
“ n ” in Tymen. Tke present Russian line extends from tke 
little “ Wooded Hill ” captured by Skobeleff between tke names 
Krisin and Kjrtozab, and curves round to the nortk through 
tke last “ e ” of tke other Kirtozabene, wkick is on tke river 
Vid, then along tke edge of the heights around tke Kriskine 
redoubt, through tke letter “y” of Tymen, tke “1” of 
Blazivas, tke “1” of Olcagas, and then crosses tke Vid. At 
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the time of the last affair of Plevna the Turks had altogether 
three redoubts here : the Krishine redoubt, 'whose place I 
have just indicated, and t-wo more — one between the letter 
“ a ” of Plevna, and the “ a ” of Pilavna ; the other at the 
top of the “1” of Pila'vna. These last were the two captured 
by Skobeleff and recaptured by the Turks in the last great 
attack 'upon Plevna. One of SkobelofTs heavy batteries "was 
just to the right of the figures 127-240, and another of twenty 
guns down in the angle formed between the Loftcha road 
and the cross-country way which passes through the above- 
mentioned figures to the Vid. 

rhe Turks have now constructed a formidable redoubt to 
the right of these figures, just where Skobeleff’s battery 
stood, also ono in the last a ” of Blazivas, and a third at 
the top of the “ P ” of Plevna, to protect the bridge over the 
Vid. They have constructed another here somewhere, but I 
am not sure of its position. The importance of this “ ^V’ooded 
Hill,” commanding as it does Plevna and all the redoubts 
between the Sofia and l^iftcha roads, was not at first 
recognized by either side At the time of Ertidener’s attack 
Osman Pacha not only had not occupied it, but had not built 
a single defence on tbis side. At the time of the attack in 
September he had the Krishine redoubt, it is true, but ho 
allowed the Russians to get possession of that part of the 
bill through which the road passes -with scarcely any resist- 
ance, which enabled them to capture the two lower redoubts. 
As for the Russians, they have had possession of it twice 
and abandoned it twice, the last time certainly without any 
necessity. The Russian staff, not yet perceiving its impor- 
tance, ordered Skobeleff to withdraw from it after tho 
recapture of tho redoubts, and it -was then that O.sman 
reoccupied it and built tho four new redoubts. Todleben 
had no sooner perceived it than ho pronounced it to bo tho 
key of Plevna. Had the Russians kept it, and had Skol)elefF, 
after the capture of the two lower redoubts, received a sufiicieiit 
force to carry tho Krishine redoubt ns well, they would bavo 
had possession of tho whole angle between the Sofia and 
Loftclia roads, complete command of the Sofia road and tho 
bridge over the Vid, ond, even supposing the attack had not 
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siiccccilcil nlly^vllorc cis'o on fljo lino, 0,'^mnnV snjiplie.'^ -vvonlfl 
liave boon cut- off and (lio invc.«tincni Avould have been begun 
iben instead of a Tnontli later. 

I visited Skobeleffs ]iositions. on tbo “"Wooded Hill” the 
evening after tbe capture. Skobolon" has a beavv batterv 
to the right of the road, on the little hill behind the hollow 
and road loading down into the Tuecnica ravine, and to tliis 
battery I rode fir.-;!, as one has from hen; a good view of the 
po.^itions on the “Wooded Hill,” the Krishinc redoubt , and 
also a splendid though distant view of the whoh^ country 
about Plevna. From here 1 dcscemh’d into the little hollow 
in front of the battery, hurrying my hors('’.s ]iae(>. Avhen a 
little picket-firing began, and the d'urkish bullets passing 
over the Rusrsintt bill in front begm to dro]> on the slope 1 
was descending. The reserves were .snngly stowed on tin? 
opposite .slope, behind two or three line.s of hreast work.s, and 
in a deep sunken road that nin j>arallel to the jtnsitions quite 
safe from the halls that I soon found came over like a hail- 
storm and dropped in the little liollow ns soon ns heavy firing 
began at tbo front. I loft my lior.se bore, find proceeded 
forward on foot. 

I bad got half way np tbe bill, and was in the middle of 
an open space about two hundred yards from Ihe oxfremc 
forward trench, when there was a sudden burst of 
musketry fire, tbe car-splitting cinsb of a mif raillense, 
and a perfect storm of balls came whistling overhead and 
knocking np tbo gi'onnd around me. I looked for the 
covered way or trench which I knew led np somewhere fo the 
forward trench, and which I had not iaken the trouble to 
-look for when I staided, as there was then but little firing. 
I could not see it anywhei'e. Going back was out of tbe 
question, as I should bo laughed at ; and going forward was 
like storming the Gi’ivica redoubt. All tbo bullets that 
skimmed over tbe Russian ti’cncbes in front — most of those 
fired, in fact — came along bore about tbe height of my hreast, 
although many struck the gi’ound at my feet. It was a most 
disagreeahle position. I soon perceived, however — one’s sight 
is wonderfully quickened under such circumstances — a small 
hole in the ground where a trench had heen begun and 
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lea abandoned, and into this I threw myeolf with a quick- 
ness that would have done honour to the best kind of 
skirmisher. Hero I laj for half an hour listening- to the 
fight, and trying to follow it by the ear alono. I could only 
bear the Russian fire, but I could judge of the Turkish by 
the bullets that came whizzing about and knocking up the 
ground everywhere around me. 

bo Russian fire was continuous and heavy, and there were two 
mitrailleuses, one at each end of the trench, that crashed 
out now and then in that terrific sort of way which make.s 
one’s hair stand on end. Tho uproar was feai-ful. TIio 
Russian artillery soon joined in tho fray. First a battery 
across the ravine on tho Radisovo ridge began throwing 
ehmpnol into tho Turks, who were evidently attacking and 
taking them in flank. Then tho redonbt before Brestovoc 
began, and I soon heard tho shells coming from that direction 
making a kind of cross firo. Then tho battery on tho hill 
behind opened, and tho shells camo screaming overhead so 
close doum that I at the first one involuntarily shrank down 
closer in my little pit, fearing our gunners bad fired a little 
too low. It must have passed not moro than twenty feet over- 
head, and had not more than four hundred yards to go before 
striking the Turks. I could see tho flash of the guns each 
time, and it was not until several had passed over my head 
and gone into tho Turkish positions that I felt satisfied tho 
gunners had the range. 'VVliat I feared most that they 
would think they wore firing ioo high and should do])res.'J 
their aim. This might hare been serious for mo ns well as 
for the Hiissinns in front in the trenches. But tlio ilistaijco 
had evidently been correctly estimated, and the sliolls each 
time almost grazed tho heads of tho soldiers, but did not, 
and went ploughing up tho ground in tho Turkish lines. 
Then tho Rrisliine rodouht joined in, and began to throw 
shells from the other side, which, like tho Imllots, nc.arly nil 
passed over the Russian trenches, and dropped alarmingly 
near me. I had tho satisfaction of reflecting, too, that my 
Httlo parapet of earth, quite sufficient to stop a bullet, would 
havo been of little avail in case a shell camo in tho right 
direction. However, none did, nor did nny of them full 
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among tlie reserves furtlier donm. Wliat astonislied me 
most Tvas tlie Iotv aim of tlie Turks. They Tvere not more 
than three hundred and fifty or four hundred yards distant. 
I -was still a little under the hrow of the hill, and yet the 
bullets sti’uck all around me. They evidently must have 
grazed the Russian parapets in front to have reached the 
ground here. In about half an -hour the firing ceased almost 
as suddenly as it began, and, after ■waiting to see that they 
did not mean to commence again, I arose from my place of 
refuge and pushed on. It "was now quite dark, or at least as 
dark as a moon two or three days old would allow, and I had 
some difficulty in finding my way. I wandered up and down 
' what seemed to me miles oi trenches in a perfect labyrinth, 
without being able to find Skobelefi. Some said he was in 
one direction, some in another, and nobody seemed to know^ 
Finally, an officer who knew offered to conduct me, and we 
were soon threading our way through the maze, approaching 
nearer and nearer the Turks. I was astonished to see how 
much earth the Russians had turned here in twenty-four 
hours, and the formidable works they had constructed. The 
Russians do not like digging, but when they do undertake 
this kind of work they do it well. Finally, we found Sko- 
beleff in the extreme forward trench, which was not more 
than one hundred and fifty yards from the Turkish trench in 
front of us. He was lying down on a heap of straw, sur- 
rounded by half a dozen officers, coming and going, or 
passing by with a greeting, or stopping to talk about the 
fight that had just occurred, or giving some piece of infor- 
mation from some part of the line. All were merry, some 
were joking and laughing in loud voices, which the Turks 
must have heard distinctly, and understood, too, if any 
among them knew Russian. The parapet was just high 
enough to cover a man standing, and most of the soldiers 
had their guns laid across the parapet, ready loaded, while 
' a sentinel here and there kept a sharp look-out. I observed 
that the soldiers had all dug little holes in the bank in front 
of them to put their cartridges in, to have them handy. 

It was a strange spectacle. The long dark mass of earth 
raised up against the slry, thickly lined with the figures of 
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men — some leaning np against ft looking over, others sitting on 
the bench, leaning back against the bank fast asleep, others 
stretched out on the ground in the ditch, -with here and there 
the silhouette of a sentinel’s head and bayonet looking stead- 
fastly over, and the pale light of the young moon casting 
scarcely discernible shadows from the naked trees. I stayed for 
a couple of hours, but nothing more happened. As an officer of 
the staff was then returning to Brestovec, I accompanied him, 
not having come ont prepared in the way of clothing for a night 
in the trenches Skobeleff remained all night, however, as 
he did the two following nights, as he feared Osman would 
make an attempt to recover tho lost ground, and he wished 
to be on the ground to seize any occasion that might offer for 
a counter attack. The attempt was really made both nights, 
bnt was victoriously repulsed, olthongh a Turk actnajly 
succeeded in mounting the parapet. It is more likely that 
Skobeleff will take the next Turkish position than that ho 
will lose any gronnd he has once won. 

The following notes, dated November 18, and ivritten by a 
correspondent who accompanied General Gourko on his march 
to Jablonica and Etropol, serve to give completeness to tho view 
of recent operations around Plema 

+ The Sofia road is so much superior as a highway to all 
other roads in this part of the country that it is ns dis- 
tinctly a topographical feature os the River Isker or tho Vid. 

A broad macadamized roadway for miles, as straight ns crow’s 
flight over the gently rolling country south of Dolny Dubnik, 
it is monotonous in its perfection of surface, with no ruts or 
hollows or rough places, nnd must bo practicable even after 
severe rain-storms, so hard packed is it, and so well kept. 
Gomy Dubnik is a little village just off the chnnssee, perhaps 
five miles from tho villago first named, and at this point tho 
hills begin to bo wooded a little, and tho road winds nlKUit, 
nnd has sharp gradients and a few broken places whero the 
rivulets have washed through tho bridges, and the cnlvcrls 
have been broken by the heavy transport trains. The Kiissian 
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cavalrr, Avlicn ii overran llic counJry, (Icslroyccl cfTccinally every 
trace of ilio ielcgraiOi line, for ilie soldiers not only cut 
and cariued a\Yay the vires, Init ]nilled dovn and burned the 
posts, forgetting tbat they jnight be of use to run the Kussian 
vires on, and talcing a groat deal of trouble to complete a, 
destruction vliieli, if partial, would have vorlced a double 
purpose. There is a good ditch on each side of the road, 
and innuv a dead horse lies there, thrown hurriedlv in as the 
army of General Gourko moved forward, the rigid legs 
sprawled out, and the glas.sy eyes staring at ]<assors-by. 
Little entrenched eam]is and occasional liiies of breastworks 
are seen in the fields on cither liand, showing where the Turks 
hoped to check the Kus.sian advance along the only o])en line 
of communication to besieged Plevna. Across the road at 
Gorny Dubnik, or rather built uj) to the ditch, are the very 
strong earthworks which were carried by the Guards about 
three weeks ago. They stand along the edge of the sleep 
slope that is here almost prceipitoiis, and consist of one 
commanding fort of considerable si/.c, and bnilt veiy high, 
after the Tui'ldsh fa.shion, with the centi-nl hattery, and a 
smaller rcdotiht near the road. All ahont these earthworks 
are the ghastly remnants of clothes and cqnipmcnts of the 
slaughtered men. One docs not notice at first a soi’ies of a 
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dozen long mounds close to the ditch of the fold on the left 
of the road, for they seem to be part of the fortification ; a 
second glance discovers rude wooden crosses of roughly- 
hewn. oak, joined together with pegs, and set in the gi’ound 
at both ends of the mounds. These need no explanation ; 
their significance is clear. As the road descends and winds 
down the steep incline, the signs of the fierce fight arc more 
and more frequent. A lowering sky and a desolate landscape 
deepen the impression, and wc ride rapidly on until the 
wooden crosses are no longer seen against the horizon, and 
the slender white minaret of the mosque at Teliche comes up 
sharply against the dark hillside beyond. 

It is no wonder that the traces of the fight at Gorny Dubnik 
are still visible, for it was one of the bloodiest engagements 
of the war. Out of three regiments one hundred and fifty- 
, four officers were placed hors de combai, and of these about 
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I believe, were sbot dead. The capture of the great 
redoubt was a rare feat of arms, because it was the individual 
enterprise of the private Boldins that accomplished it. Al- 
though detailed descriptions of the affair have long since 
been sent to the Russian journals by officers who were present 
— it must be remembered that no correspondents were then 
allowed to follow the army — it is well worth while to refer 
briefly to the events of the engagement It was on a foggy 
day, and the dispositions of the troops having been taken the 
night before, the fight was opened by a brisk cannonade 
directed towards the two redoubts, situated, as I have said, 
on either side of the chaussee, the larger to the westward. 
Three regiments of infantry, one of them grenadiers, were 
ordered to attack from the east, west, and south, and about 
eight o’clock in the morning the advance began all along the 
line. The Turks poured down upon the moving masses a 
terrible fire, which rapidly thinned the ranks, and caused the 
lines^to waver and seek shelter, but the smaller redoubt was 
carried a short time afterward with a rush Pell-mell the 
men climbed over the low embankment ; all the Turks who 
did not scamper across the chausslo to the large redoubt were 
bayoneted on the spot. A Turkish officer leaped upon the 
parapet and wared his sword to attract the attention of those 
who were in the other redoubt, but not a man was sent out j 
he was shot with a revolver by one of the officers near, and 
the place was carried in two minutes. All the time there 
was the fearful rain of bullets that is so demoralizing. To 
show a head over the parapet of tho small redoubt was to 
attract a hundred balls. The fire was incessant, and all 
further advance seemed impossible. Tho colonel of tho regi- 
ment which took the small redoubt, twice wounded, at last 
went to the rear to have his wounds dressed, and other 
officers gave up at last tho attempt to bring tho men against 
the largo redoubt — a proceeding which would have resulted in 
a terrible loss of life, and one which the men, bravo enough 
as individuals, refused, or rather hesitated, to midcrtnkc. 
ho dead and w'oundctl numbered many hnndreds, tho only 
two lino officers who got into tho small redonbt were mor- 
tally wounded, and it seemed as if the attack must fail. 
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for every time tlie men tried to go forward they either fell 
struck hy a Turkish hall, or sought cover at once from the 
fiendish hail that was thrown in their faces from the parapet 
of the great redoubt. Now began a kind of fight never 
conceived of by the officers, but which the men found, 
naturally enough, was the only thing to do. They had been 
ordered by the general when they advanced to go into that 
great square mound of earth that crowned the hill, and they 
never thought for a moment but the order must be obeyed ; 
they only hesitated and delayed when they were told to do 
what every man of them felt was sheer folly. As the day 
went on, a few bold fellows stole out from the captured 
earthwork, dodged behind first one and then another natural 
bit of cover, crept along the ditch of the chaussee, 'and got 
into a little house which stood on the west side of the chaus- 
s6e, and still stands there, all riddled with bullets. A straw- 
stack near by afforded shelter for one or two other soldiers 
who had followed the example of the first. Now it became 
the smart thing to do in full sight of all to jump from the 
little redoubt into the ditch, then rush into the little house, 
or behind the straw-stack. One soldier dared the other ; the 
enterprising spirit of the first one spread like a coutagion 
among the rest, and in an hour or two the little house was so 
full that those who came last all out of breath could' find no 
cover there, and were obliged to go on further, and did go 
on, and threw themselves into the very ditch of the great 
redoubt — ^those who reached there. Of course the artillery 
had long ceased firing for fear of injuring the attacking 
parties, but the musketry kept up a continuous rattle, which 
swelled and diminished as the little knots of men showed 
themselves here and there. As late as five in the afternoon 
a hurrah was made, and a general attempt to carry the great 
redoubt failed again, because no man would face long the 
fire of the Turks. The few who got into the ditch found it 
the only place where there was perfect shelter, much to their 
surprise, and beckoned and called the others to follow them, 
which they did as opportunity offered, until there was quite a 
force under the very noses of the enemy. The Turks coaid 
not fire on them because to hit them they were obliged to 
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stand up on the parapet, and tiiis was certain death. Beams 
and stones were thro^Ti over into the ditch, and the Eussians 
responded playfully with lumps of earth and pebbles, but all 
the time they stayed there they were not idle, for they 
diligently dug in the steep bank of the ditch steps by which 
they could mount to the parapet. The number of men 
increased rapidly as night approached, and at last they unth 
one accord clambered up the bank, sprang upon, the parapet, 
and bayoneted the defenders of the redoubt with resistless 
energy \^^lo gave the sig^l for that assault no one can 
tell, but the brave fellows went up like one man, and primed 
to the fall with an eagerness to revenge the comrades they 
had seen go down that day, they fell upon the Turks and 
slaughtered them like sheep. Within the narrow enclosure 
of the redoubt men fought hand to hand in one corner, and 
the white flag was flaunted in another, only to give the 
enemy time to assemble there for a desperate charge. By 
seven o’clock the only sound on the battle-field was the groan- 
ing of the wounded, a large part of whom lay on the ground 
neglected all night long and bled away their lives, many of 
them because they had no attention. Incidents of personal 
bravery were so numerous that day that one can almost say 
that it was a battle of individuals, and not of masses. 

The Russian officers, no less than the men, showed them, 
selves, every one of them, exceptionally bravo and resolute. 
Cases are numerous where officers simply throw away 
their lives, because they felt it their duty to lead their 
men, instead of going on alongside them Ono young 
fellow rode a whito horse at the head of a company that 
charged the great redoubt almost up to the ditch, but, of 
course, fell dead in the saddle. The officers led everyivhcre, 
and this accounts for the terrible loss among them. The first 
act of the tragedy introduced the commanders, who directed 
and manoDuvred the masses; the second, and the succc'^sfnl 
act, was managed by the men, and goes to prove, what indeed 
needs no proof, that is, the supremo folly of endeavouring 
to face the firo of breechloaders ivith troops e« fwowc, or in 
anv closer formation than a thin skirmish lino which shall 
seek the natural cover of the irrcgolaritics of the ground, or 
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malce cover for itself vitli sucli mcaris as ilio soldiers have at 
liand, 

TJiis ill's t battle of tlie Griiards lias proved ilicm tbo best soldiers 
in tlie array, bccansc vbilc keeping all tbo time tbo rcsobito 
pni'pose of cari'3'ing tbe redoubt as ibc iinpelHng motive of 
everything they did, tbey bad sbrewdnoss cnongb to appre- 
ciate tbo value of cover as a means of accoinplisbing ivitb tbo 
least loss tbo capture of a redoubt that v'ould bavo resisted 
just as long as men -could be sent against it in masses, 
for fi’om tbe redoubt came a fire that notbing could stand 
against. Tbe Guards learned in one day wliat tbe otber 
infantry bavo been all summer finding out. Hoiv long tbo 
tactics of muzzleloading times — tbo rules of tbo military 
schools v'bicb arc tbe fruit of tbe experience in -wars before 
tbe general use of perfected breechloaders — will be clung to 
by tbe Russian oiHcers remains yet to bo seen. Certain it is, 
bowever, that tbe three regiments who fought at Goi*ny 
Dubnik will not forget tbo lesson tbey learned there. Per- 
haps tbey bad been ti-ained in tbo camp of exercise to deploy 
as skirmishers, and to fire from behind trees and bushes and 
lumps in tbe ground ; but nine out of ten of them bad never 
imderstood what cover was until that day, and probably bad 
been abused often enough by the instructing officer, because 
tbey would always fire fi’om tbe left side of a ti’eo instead 
of covering tbe body and taking aim on tbo right. 

At Gomy Dubnik, it is safe to say, tbey learned more of tbe 
useful tactics of tbe advanced military school than tbey 
would have ever acquired with tbe most diligent practice in 
peace. Tbe time is long past when men must touch elbows. 
Tbe infantry is tbe great, and I am almost ready to say, tbe 
only effective branch of tbe service, and as its importance 
increases so does tbe value of tbe subalterns rise in equal 
proportion. A battle will be lost or won as tbe individual 
soldiers conceive and cari-y out tbe general plan in tbe way 
and at tbe hour tbey find most proper and most promising of 
success. Two or three soldiers vdtb a corporal are worth 
now what a company with flint locks used to count for, and 
in just this degree does tbe responsibility of tbe individual 
soldier increase. If be goes up with perfect fearlessness, and 
VOL. II. . D 
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obeys witboiit a question "the officer tvIio tells him to run up 
against a -n-all that is alive -with men, he is -well disciplined, 
but is none the less a bad soldier, for he throws away his life 
uselessly. If men uuderstand that a certain redoubt or a 
designated piece of ground must be tahen, they will, if they 
be intelligent and devoted enough, find a way to do it in 
their own fashion, and all the rules in the world about so 
many battalions in reserve and so many in skirmish line, 
will not help them. General Skobeleff is handling his men 
in just this way. Before the battle of the Wooded Hill, on 
the 9th of Hovemher, he explained to them in full exactly 
what he wanted them to do. The men had been a day or 
two on picket in sight of the ground, and had studied it well, 
of course, because they had been watching for the enemy 
there. He told them that he was going along ^rith them 
because he knew the ground, and he did not want them to 
go further than the line selected for the entrenchments. 
Every man in the detachment that led the advance knew 
what was expected of him, and set about doing it to tho best 
of his power This is the only way to have any success 
before the breechloaders, for it is difficult to describe, and it 
is, indeed, almost impossible to understand, even on the spot, 
the marvellous rapidity of fire, and the enormons quantity of 
bullets thatwhizz in the air. Above the roll of the musketry 
is heard the whistling, like a strong wind blonung thiough 
the trees. These are tho showers of bullets that ruin upon 
the ground anywhere within a radius of a milo and a half 
from tho fight, and tho oftener a man hears this sound, tho 
more its significance becomes clear to bim. It mcan.s that 
eveiy soldier of tho thousands engaged is firing soveral times 
a minute, more or less, os ho fires at random or takes aim. 
The Tnrk, as is well kuoivn, docs not tako aim, hut fires from 
the hip when in tho open, lays his riflo on tho parapet when 
behind entrenchments, shoots somewlicro in the direction of 
his enemy, and depends more on tho quantity of bullets he 
sends than on tho direction of them. 'When this fact is 
borne in mind, it will easily he nnderstood u by the propor- 
tion of dead and wounded is so great in every battle that 1ms 
taken place. It is that tho troops arc under fire for a long 
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distance before they can get np near enongb to return it, for 
tbe B-nssian rifles are of so mncb shorter range than the 
Turkish, and this fire decimates the reserves often quite as 
much as the advancing body. If the Turks took better aim, 
perhaps they 'would do less damage ; this sounds paradoxical, 
but is nevertheless true. It is difficult to hit a line of men 
coming up hill when one has to fire over a high parapet at 
them, and the greater part of the bullets fired under these 
circumstances go over, the heads of the line. If the Turks 
stopped to take aim they woidd not fire one-third as fast as 
they do, and there would be something like a concentration 
of the fire, which would be possibly little more fatal than the 
widely-spread promiscuous hail of lead that falls all about a 
battle-field. 

Of course, every one expected that the Guards, the picked men 
of all Russia, would behave admirably ; but how they could 
be better soldiers than the infantry of the line was difficult 
to see, for nothing could be brought against the latter, unless 
it were their utter unconcern and recklessness in presence of 
danger. But, as has been described, the Guards have turned 
out better soldiers, because they have thrown aside in one 
short hoxu’ all their parade training, and have gone into the 
fight in the only way it was possible to assure success, and 
this of their own accord, -without previous instructions, and 
even against the declared plan of their commanders, who 
pointed at the great redoubt, and waved their hands, and 
said, “ Go into it 1 ” meaning all the time to say, “ Take it 
■with a rush.” The generals and colonels had their turn at 
the work, and gave it up 9 the individual soldiers solved the 
probleru in the only natural way under the circumstances. 
And this is the reason why I consider the fight at Gorny 
Dubnik the most interesting one of the war. There was a 
great lesson learned there which may be confidently expected 
to have the best of results, and we shall hear no more how 
solid lines of Russian infantry advanced into a hot fire, and 
stood upright and held their pieces at the charge when they 
had no more cartridges, and refused to hide, but fell and 
fell, and all to no purpose. Of the six-ty thousand odd men 
hors do comhat — ^by the way, more than half of them have 
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been tbrown a^vvay — tliero is no denying this. The responsi- 
bility has been placed -where- it belonged, and all the -world 
kno-ws it. 

The folio-wing letter from a naval correspondent describes 
some Russian successes and torpedo attacks on the Danube and 
in the Black Sea : — 

1 Consta-ntinople, Novemier Qtk. — In my last letter I gave a slight 
sketch of the naval operations of the Turks since the com- 
mencement of the -war up to the present time, showing how 
very little had been done except in the way of transporting 
troops. When the war broke out tbe Turks had a flotilla on 
the Danube consisting of the folTo-wing vessels ; — FetM Islam 
(Moslem -rictoiy), Buryividelau (heart.p:ercor), Semendria, 
Saodra, and Podgoritza, tbe last three names taken from 
places on or abont the Danube. These five vessels were small 
craft about 115 feet long, fitted with 80-borso power engines, 
and carried each of them two 80-ponnder Armstrong guns in 
a battery protected by 2.mch armour. In addition to those 
armoured gunboats, there were two of recent construction, 
and much more formidable in every respect, the Isher (Hon) 
and Saiffee (sword). They each carried tu-o SO-poundcr 
Krupp guns in revolving turretson the upper deck, protected 
by 3-inch armour, and a belt of the same thickness was 
placed round the water-line. Their length was 120 feet, and 
the horse-power of the engines 100. These seven vessels, 
however, did not form the whole of the naval force, as there 
were several wooden steamers armed ns gunboats, and soon 
after the war tho two largo Bca-going monitors, Lool.fi-PjcUil 
and Rt/tsi were BCnt up the Snlina branch into tho 

main river. These last-named ships wero n roost v-alnablo 
addition to tho defence, and gave great trouble at first to tho 
Russian batteries, until ono of them camo to an cud in a 
somewhat inexplicable manner — by accident, the Turks say ; 
by tho effect of their artillery fire, tho Russians; and tlms 
the affair remains in dispute. Tho evidence inclines in 
favour of tho Russian -view, though tho had 

been out of action for nearly an hour when tho catastrophe 
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by wbicb so many bumnn beings were killed took place. At 
all events, tbc fruits of Tuctory were to the .Russians, even 
tbongb tbey bad been in no wise instrumental in her de- 
struction, Up to tliis time nothing was seen of tbc Russian 
torpedoes, tbongb a good deal was said about tbc Danube 
having been mined, and Hobart Pacha was supposed to have 
run the gauntlet of all sorts of dangers in the Rctliymo. I 
think, however, that the manner in which the Turkish ships 
moved about is sutRcicnt cAndence that nothing in that way 
had been done at that time to the main river. 

When war was declared the Russians had nothing- afloat on. the 
Danube, though they probably had a steam launch or so at 
Ismail or Vilcova,,on the Kilia branch, and had some eight or 
ten, all ready for launching, at Galatz, to be used as torpedo 
boats. Their first care was necessarily the bridge over the 
Sereth, and to protect this against the Turkish gunboats, a 
number of torpedoes were unquestionably placed across the 
channel where its waters flow into the Danube. In a short 
time, however, the Russians were prepared to take- the offen- 
sive with their torpedo launches, and the first fruits was tho 
destiTiction of the gunboat The batteries erected 

along the Roumanian shore soon put a stop to the circulation 
of the Turkish gunboats, and the flotilla was shortly after- 
wards blocked up in various places by lines of torpedoes laid 
across the stream. The Turks themselves assisted to this end, 
by keeping the greater number of the vessels moored under 
the fortifications of Widdin, Silistria, Ricopolis, and Rust- 
chuk, instead of making them move up and down to gall the 
Russian workmen with their fire, and thus impede the erection 
of the hostile batteries. The conduct at this period of those 
charged with the defence of the Ottoman Empire is really 
inexplicable. They acted as if it had never been the intention 
to defend the Danube at all ; not the slightest opposition was 
offered to the progress of the enemy’s works on the opposite 
side of the river, and no provision at all was made for the 
movements of the gunboats,. 

There was no depot of coals at any of the above-named for- 
tresses, and it was only by an arrangement with the Varna 
Railway Company that a small quantity of fuel was obtained 
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at Rnstcliuk. The supineness of the Turkish naval authori. 
ties in this respect is extraordinary, for, properly made use 
of, this flotilla vould have delayed the Russian passage for 
weeks. There was an admiral sent to command the gunboats 
at least a fortnight before the war, and the state of the coal 
depots must have been known weeks before the hostilities 
actually commenced. Hobart Pacha is in nowise responsible 
for what occurred, for Abdul Kerim deliberately refused to 
allow him in any way to interfere with the arrangements that 
had been made for the disposal of the squadron. When the 
Russians crossed at Sistova there was a gunboat looking on 
quietly, and as if regarding the passage of a friendly army, 
instead of hostile foes bent upon the destmction of their 
power, and after a time she steamed away to report the nows 
at headquarters. The meaning of all this, as well as the 
general neglect of the Danube line of defence in the first 
instance, we shall never know, for the Turks are very lenient 
to military and political offenders, and such are the rami- 
fications of intrigues in this country that once on exami- 
nation were opened no one could say where it could bo 
decently closed without allowing, perhaps, the most culpablo 
offenders to escape. Of the armoured gunboats forming 
part of the flotilla, three in addition to the turret vessel 
LooUfi-Djellil have been lost to the Turks — namely, tho 
Saiffee, destroyed by a torpedo, and tho Todgoritza and 
Scodra, which fell into tho Russian hands at tho taking of 
Nicopolis. These two small craft have since boon put into 
working order, and will no doubt bo mado nso of for 
attacking tho others. Besides tho vessels above named, tho 
Turks bavo lost four wooden vessels — tho SuUna, a regular 
GO-horso power gunboat of tbo old typo, designeil for tho 
Baltic during our war witli Russia, and three river 
steamers of no particular valuo as fighting ships, tho first- 
mentioned by a contact torpedo, and tho others by tho 
firo of tho Russian batteries. 

To return to tbo Russian ofTcnsivo operations. Their next 
move was of a far bolder nature, no less than an attack 
upon tho ironclad squadron lying off Snlina, under tho 
command of Hnssan Pacha, tho blockading fleet, in fact, 
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designed to keep tke Hussian steamers sliut up in Odessa 
and Sebastopol. A number of steam lanncbes fitted 
with pole torpedoes, to be exploded by electricity, came 
doTm at nigbt from Kilia. Hobart Pacba, wbo at tbat 
time field no special appointment, and -was tfierefore witfi- 
ont autfiority, fiad pointed out to tfie admiral in command 
tfie exposed position of tfie Turkisfi sfiips, suggesting as a 
defence against torpedo attacks a cordon of boats ‘witfi 
ropes or small cfiains between; but, as usual, tfie advice 
was not-, followed, tfie Turks contenting tfiemselves witfi 
keeping a good look-out on board of eacfi skip, and fiaving 
a guard-boat or so rowing round. Tfiere is reason to 
believe tfiat a certain amount of signalling witfi flasfiing 
ligfits wfiicfi preceded tfie attack aroused tfie attention of 
tfie Turks, so tfiat tfiey were found on tfie alert. All tfie 
men were at tfieir quarters, tfie guns loaded and run out, 
and tfie sfiips were engaged in slipping tfieir cables wfien 
tfie enemy’s boats came up. Tfie Idjlalieh, an ironclad cor- 
vette, was tfie sfiip singled out by Lieutenant Poutsfiakine, 
wfio led tfie attack, and fiad fie been ably seconded by tfie 
otfier boats, in all probability tfiat sfiip would fiave been 
destroyed. He bravely brougfit bis little craft under tfie 
bows ; but bis torpedo “ got foul ” eitfier of tfie spur or 
tfie cable, and so exploded witfiout effecting any injury 
to tfie enemy’s vessel. Tfie water tfirown up probably 
swamped bis boat, tfiougfi site was supposed to fiave been 
sunk by tfie Turkisfi fire. Sfie fiad, however, advanced too 
close to tfie Idjlalieh for tfiat vessel’s guns to fiave pro- 
duced any sucfi effect, for tfie gunports of a man-of-war 
allow of but very little depression, and tfie Turkisfi man- 
of-war . undoubtedly escaped more by accident tfian by 
good management or a carefully planned defence. Tfie 
Russian attack sfiould fiave been more concentrated ; it 
failed, and tfie Turks fiave tfierefore every rigfit to claim' 
tfie victoiy. In tfie meantime tfie Russians fiad been fit- 
ting up several swift mercfiant steamers and tfie fast- 
steaming yacfits of tfie Emperor, and shortly after this tfie 
Turks were mucfi disgusted at bearing of tfie destruction 
of several of tfieir collier-brigs. 
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Thii WM n pnmo llio coa]{l well piny, Imving sncIi 

jt('cnrr' plnrcs for rotrcnt nn ScIiii<)to])n1, 0(lf<?sa, lialnklnva, 
nml Krrloli. Tho run from nny ono of those* jwfts to the 
TurkMi const >s rciy short, so that it is not surprising that 
they hn>o hitherto mnnngetl to nvoitl capture. No real 
Mocknelo of the Jltj.ssian jwrtfl has ever l>con inslitutwl, so 
that there was nothing to j>rcvcnt their free egress or 
ingrc.cs ni»l the only \von4er is Hint tho raids have not been 
more frcqnont. So slightly hare tlio regulations with regard 
to blockade Iieon innintnined, that Greek ships arc now 
nrriving '\\ithconi from the Ilnssian ports, and tbongli an 
cxntniiintion will probably take jilncc, they arc almost sure 
to esenjK! tho penalties of hrcncli of blockade.” Tho 
Ilnssian eniiser.s have been Rpecmlly well fitted out for tbeir 
work. Painted an ‘‘invisible” grey, lying low in the water, 
with nothing hut polo*inast8 risible q1x)vc tho dock, and 
burning smokeless coal, what chanco hare tho lumbenng 
Turkisii ironclads against them in tho game of ” bare and 
liounds.” Tho latter can bo seen miles off, their approach 
betrayed hy tho dense clone! of black smoko given oat by 
tlio lleraclca co.als, and thus tho light-heeled enemy, by a 
ehango of conrso, can always ovoid a rencontre. Up to the 
present tlic Russians haro mndo no nso of their Popoifkas. 
Tlicy have been kept well within the harbour of Odessa, and 
the presumption is that ns fighting ships they have proved 
a complete failure. Tho Russian navy has not made the 
progress that was expectwl, and it would appear that they 
bavo really no very etficient seagoing men-of-war. The 
officers and seamen of the Black Sea fleet have, however, done 
great service in the way of torpedoes — and perhaps later on, 
grown bolder from the impunity which has hitherto attended 
their cruising in the Black Sea, the armed steamers may 
venture upon more extended operations. 

I bavo not as yet, lioweveT, finished the detailed account o£ 
tbeir naval proceedings up to the present, as there is another 
torpedo attack to be noticed,and the bombardment of Snlina, 
as well as tbe encounter between the Vesta and the Fethi 
JiuUnd. This last affair, which occurred on the 22nd of July . 
last was a very spirited contest between an unarmoured 
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Tessel and an ironclad, and tlio Russians deserve gi’eat credit 
for ever having thought of escaping in any other manner 
than hy steaming away at the highest rate of speed. The 
Russian torpedo attack at Soukhum-Khlo was aimed at the 
Arsari Sheflcet, an ironclad corvette which was lying on guard 
at that place, towards the end of the evacuation. The Russian 
steamer Gomtaniine, which appears to be specially fitted up 
for torpedo work, brought down some four torpedo launches, 
and sent them in on the night of the 2'1‘th of August last, 
when the eclipse of the moon seemed to olTcr special ad- 
vantages in the obscurity w’hich natimally ensued. The 
attempt to desti’oy the corvette was foiled in a great measure 
by the guard-boats, as any one of the launches got close to 
her, and the torpedo being fired at a distance from the ship’s 
side, produced no other effect than throufing a quantity of 
water upon her decks. The Russians, however, managed to 
make good them reti'eat, and retired under the imjn’ession 
that the Arsari ShefJeat was done foi*, the torpedo having, as 
they imagined, blown such a hole in her bottom as would 
send her speedily below. Since this affair no other attempt 
had been made with torpedo boats against the Turkish fleet, 
and the ironclad lying off Sulina is now fitted with an electric 
light. 

A very skilfully-planned attack against the Sulina squadron 
was that, however, of the late bombardment, though it only 
resulted in the destruction of a small wooden gunboat. The 
attack was of a twofold nature — the enemy were to be lured 
- over ground previously prepared with contact mines, or, fail- 
ing this, the ironclads were to be sunk or driven out of the 
harbour by mortar-firing, or guns jjointed with extreme 
elevation. The flotilla safely passed Sulina, and entering 
the St. G-eorge’s branch, which, with their usual want of 
foresight, the Turks had neglected to close, proceeded leisurely 
to Toulcha, and ' from thence descended the Sulina river, 
seeking for torpedoes as they came. Stopping at the sixth 
mile, securely hidden from view by a bend of the river and 
the tall reeds of the neighbouring swamps,, the torpedo 
lighters were sent ahead dux'ing the night to lay the mines, 
which was most successfully done, though the Turks poured 
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njtjKTkr K'foro I’lcvnn with n JicwIv-miKcd tirmy. A few days 
Inter, ^Irlirmct Ali mlvnnced to Orkniileh, and the liopes of 
the j’ojmtntion of Coii.sinntinopio wero mised to n lugh pitch 
liy Trj>ortfl of succossful engagements in the Balkans with 
Bn.«*!inn earnin'. 

The (‘xprclntion of relief from this side, however, was 
sjipcdily di«j>clled. On the ICth of rTovember that brilliant 
and ndventnrons commander, Gcncml Gonrko, snddonlj started 
fnnn Dolny Dubnik for the sonth.west with a considerable 
force, and readied Jnblonica on the 18th ; where, by sending 
out reconnaissances, ho obtained trustworthy information, regard- 
ing the strength of the enemy. Before this step, the Bnssians, 
relying upon sneh information ns they had been able to obtain, 
had estimated that the Turkish forces at Orkanieh, Etropol, 
and Sofia, probably amounted to fifty tbous.and men. The 
result of General Gourko’s reconnaissances was to reduce this 
cstiinato by nearly one-half ; and tho Russian Generars opera- 
tions, which seemed to hare l>cen originally designed to be of 
a tontatiro nature, hereupon assumed a wider range and a more 
decisive character. General Rauch was entrusted with the 
command of a force destined to attack Prarca, General Gourko 
at the same time advancing to Osikovo. The capture of Pravea 
was followed hy tho occupation of Etropol, the loss of which 
important position necessitated tho abandonment by the Turks 
of Orkanieh. Tho true nature and consequences of these rapid 
and important movements among the first Balkans, which are 
among tho most interesting operations of the war, will be 
understood from the following letters : — 

-p Headquauteks of General Gourko, Jablonica, Sofia Road, 

IN THE Balkans, NovcmherlSth . — ^Nothing can be more dreary 
tlian a deserted village. The open doors and windows seem 
to have an expression like tho grinning of a skull, and a row 
of small houses is as unsightly as a shelf in the cabinet of an 
ethnologist. Teliche was once a flourishing town. Along the 
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main sti’eet ai’e largo shops and occasional cafes, and there 
are many houses of more than ordinary size and of some 
architectnral pretension. The village lies, as indeed almost 
all in Bulgaria do, in a little valley, and is spx’ead out over 
the slopes half a mile in either direction from the fountains, 
the centre of the tonm. The coxirtyards are strewn with 
fresh straw, all that remains of the harvested gi-ain that a 
few days ago was stacked in abundance hero ; the camp fires 
of the soldiers are kept burning from the brush fences and 
wicker coim-bins, and even the porticoes of adjacent houses 
supply fuel for the gi'eat flames that blaze along the roadway 
as soon as a detachment or a waggon train halts. Everything 
eatable has long since been devoured, and Tcliche could not 
keep its dogs alive if it were not for what the army brings. 
With their characteristic thriftlessness, the Russians strew 
their route with hay and straw, and every camp is paved 
with .hard bread and meat rations, furnishing abundant food 
for gi’eat droves of dogs, who stroll about the villages and 
disturb the quiet of tfne night with their discordant howl- 
ings. There is something uncanny about a deserted house 
with the wolf-like dogs prowling about, starting up fi’om 
every corner and slinldng away with snarls and howls as any 
human being approaches. Their jaws perhaps are drabbled 
with the blood of a dead horse they have been tearing to 
pieces ; nearly every one limps about on three legs, for they 
fight among themselves with ferocity, and they seem to have 
little or no sympathy with their own race or with their 
masters. Pushing on from Teliche, southward, one finds the 
road, which a few miles back w’as so straight and broad, now 
winding and narrow, often neglected and full of great ruts 
and holes. The telegraph poles are nearly all standing. 
There is plenty of straw and unthrashed grain in the villages 
we pass, and little or no destruction is noticeable. The 
chaussee crosses the river Panega, a branch of the Isker, on a 
single Roman arch of stone high above the water. To the left 
of the bridge, in a narrow valley, 4s the village of Radomirce, 
with a burned mosque, but with a large number of houses 
standing unharmed, with the courtyards full of stacks of 
grain and unopened bins. The Turkish camps were on the 
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level spots along the highway, and the ditch ahont the tents 
arc still fresh thoro. A conplo of miles beyond Eadomirce is 
the village of Lnkovic ; like the former, full of grain and 
straw, and evidently almost entirely Turkish. "We nde into 
the yard of the first house that looks promising, and dismount 
to feed the horses and take a late luncheon. Every buildin-y 
in the yard is full of Bulgarians who have taken possession 
of them, and have set np their honsehold gods for a brief 
rest in their flight to what they consider a place of safety. 
They are quite a different type from the Bulgarians near the 
Danube,* the men are straight, well-formed, and intelligent- 
looking, and the women are not nnattractive, in spite of their 
nnpictnresque costume of a scanty skirt and jacket combined 
of coarse blue cloth. It is evident that the Bulgarian of the 
mountain and the Bulgarian of the Boumanian frontier are 
two quite different people, for when wo entered the house we 
ivere received with a genuine hospitality, Low, three-legged 
stools were given ns to sit upon by the fire, and the old woman, 
the mother of an intelligent young fellow of twenty-two years 
or so, related with a good deal of drazaatlo expression the 
story of their flight from the Turks, who killed one of tlie 
sons, seized the cattle and the horses, and earned away the 
carts. She told how a hundred Bulgarians had been massacred 
in the village where we then were, and seemed to feel more 
keenly the cruelty of this deed than the sufferings of her own 
family. She kneaded for us a great lump of dough without 
yeast or salt, for these were not to he had in the village, and 
baked thin, flat loaves m the ashes, covering them np with 
hot coals, and when baked scraping off the burned portions. 

In tbe yard of the house were a number of wicker bins, 
tbatched with maize stalks and lined with mud. Every one 
of these was filled with wheat, barley, or shelled Indian com. 
Although this belonged to tbe Bulgarians by right of posses, 
sion, they gave us freely whatever we wanted, and showed 
none of that sordid spirit which I have found evoiywhcro, 
without exception, in the villages nearer the Danube. For 
the first time in the campaign I found something like human 
sympathy and intelligence in tho people, and I am now ready 
to believe, what has often been said, that among and beyond 
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the Balkans tke Bulgarian is of noMer composition tkan tkose 
of tke nortkern section of tke country. In tke large Tiu'ldsk 
graveyard on tke kill, as we went out of tke town, I noticed 
many fresk graves ; and along tke road furtker on, at frequent 
intervals, similar mounds, witk little pointed stones at eitker 
end, skewed wken Turks kad keen recently buried. It was 
nearly dark as we reacked Bloznica, at tke entrance of tke 
great kills, tkat are piled kigker and kigker until snow rests 
on tkeir summits away in tke soutkem korizon. Here again 
was a land of plenty, and no Bulgarians were tkere to skare 
tke karvest. Already tke soldiers kad strewn tke straw all 
along tke streets and patks on tkeir way to tke road, wkitker 
tkey brougkt forage for tke animals, and in tke yard wkere 
we settled for tke nigkt tke ground was covered a foot dpep 
witk untkrasked wkeat. Bins of Indian corn and wkeat were 
ranged along near tke stream tkat flowed bekind tke kouse, 
and we went to sleep witk tke korses contentedly grinding 
maize near our keads. 

Tke rattle of di’ums, tke blowing of bugles, and tke bustle 
of packing- among tke waggons tkat were parked near 
our camp, brougkt us to our feet about ten o’clock. Tkere 
was tke report tkat a band of Baski-Bazouks kad cut tke 
road between Bloznica and Eadomirce, and to support 
tke word of tke Cossack wko brougkt tke news an occa- 
sional rifle-skot was keard in tke direction indicated. Tkree 
companies of infantry kappened to be encamped near tke 
village, but tke large force was several versts soutk along tke 
ckaussee. Birst one company and tken anotker passed on tke 
double-quick in tke direction of Eadomirce, and tke tkird 
drew up across tke road ; tke few ambulances tkat were also 
kalted for tke nigkt were gatkered togetker close by, and we 
all stood and waited for whatever was going to happen. We 
waited, and all was still for an koui', and tken report coming 
tkat, tkere was nothing serious, we went to sleep again, 
relieved tkat we were spared tke horrors of a nigkt combat, 
however small it might have been ; for although tke moon, 
shining through a cloudy sky, made tke nigkt agreeably 
light, still we were in a country quite strange to us, and did 
not even know our way about tke village. The next morning 
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it turned out thut some ftrtiUei^Tnen on tlie road Had run in 
part of a flock of sbeep, and a stjnad of Cossacks made a 
rusli for tbo rest of them, and fired to bring them doivn. The 
Cossne): patrol on the clianss^, hearing the firing, and possibly 
seeing tho mancenvres indiatmcHy in the night, galloped 
mvay to the nearest village -with the report of an attack. 

On the road early the next morning we overtook a bngade of 
tho Gnard on their way to Jablonica, a dozen miles distant 
from Bloznica. I could think of nothing but a great grey 
caterpillar as the solid column woimd about between walls of 
rock up tbe gorge toward the blue peaks in the distance. 
Tlie hairs of this enormona gmb were the bayonets that 
bristled along tbe line, and tbe regular step and tbe waves of 
movement as tbe column passed some irregularity in the road 
made the impression all the more vivid. Leaving the River 
Panega, the Sofia road mounts by a gentle incline tbe first 
great hill of the Balkan range. From the summit of this 
hill is a wonderfully fine view of the mountains. Directly in 
front and across a deep valley, where the chauss^e winds to 
the left toward the village of Jablonica among tbo trees, and 
paths lead to the villages of Zahardzik and Oreshe on the 
right, rises the Dragovica, pushing its wooded crags out of 
the grain-fields along its flanks, and cutting against tho sky 
with a silhouette of peaks and precipices, a majestic barrier, 
the first gate of the Balkans. A mile or two further on, down 
into tbe valley and up again upon the shoulder of the moun- 
tain, we reach Jablonica, a Bulgarian village of very few 
houses, but many of them commodions and well built, with a 
church of unusual size and a school alongside it — altogether 
a place which has an air of civilization and enterprise about 
it. The headquarters of General Gonrko are in a laigo 
building of Turkish architecture, and near at hand the staff 
find rooms in comfortable houses. The troops are encamped 
about among the oak-trees on the hillside, and have plenty 
of forage for the horses and wood for fires. All the houses 
have roofs of heavy slabs of slate, and an accident of rather 
a serious nature which has happened hero has taught tho 
soldiers not to meddle with tho framework of the houses, ns 
they might do with impunity in other villages through which 
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Txe liave passed. General Gonrko is.sucd tlic most strict 
orders tliat the men slionld not destroy the Iniildings for firc- 
■vTood, and slionld not ent doivn fruit-trees or damage property 
in any. way. . A half-dozen soldiei’s were prowling about for 
wood, and went into the cellar of a house, and finding there 
a dozen or more strong supporting posts, reasoned among 
themselves that they were not disobeying orders because they 
were getting wood from underground, and then that two posts 
would suppoi’t a house just as well as a dozen, and jn’oeoeded 
to cut away the timber. The house came down with a crash 
and buried these soldiers in the ruins, and they crawled out 
without a scratch. Four others, however, who were sleeping 
beside the house, were seriously cut and bniised, one of them 
mortally wounded, it is thought. So, then, hero we arc fairl}' 
in the Balkans, for the great wall of Dingovica is between 
us and the north. The outposts occupy the heights near 
Orkanieh, and there are fortified positions ten miles up the 
road. The country- everyu'here about here is most picturesque ; 
the valley of the Vid near by is as charming as can be, but 
the season is leather far advanced for excursions, and the 
Bashi-Bazouks might interrupt any pleasure trip that carried 
one far from the troops. 

The foUonung two letters are from another pen : — 

t General Gourko’s Headquarters, Osikovo, Sofia Road, 
Novemher — General Gourko’s movement has been 

talked of for some time past, even mentioned in joninals 
long since as decided upon. It may be well to state that it 
has not even yet been finally resolved upon, except as a 
tentative move, and that General Gourko has permission to 
attempt it only when he has secured this road so as to 
prevent the Turkish commander in Sofia from extending 
a hand to Osman Pacha in Plevna, and if he finds a favour- 
able opportunity for making the passage. The prosecution of 
the attempt, therefore, depends greatly upon circumstances, 
among others on Osman making a desperate effort to 
escape by this side, which might necessitate a backward 
movement on General Gourko’s part, and again on the 
resistance he may meet within the Balkans, the exploration 
VOL. II. E 
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of tlio various passes and on his own judgment of the situa. 
tion. ifothing, in short, is finally decided, and General 
Gourko has no positive orders; nevertheless, his forward 
movement has begun. 

General Gourko left Dolny Dnbnik on the 16th. He reached 
Jablonica on the 18th, where ho halted until the 22nd, while 
pushing reconnaissances in different directions, and obtaining 
information regarding the passes and the nnmbers and dis. 
positions of the Turks. It soon appeared that the enemy 
had occupied very strong positions just on this side the village 
of Pravca, four or five miles this side of the Orkanieh road. 
Here, before entering the valley of the Orkanieh, it passes 
through a very narrow crooked defile, between rugged 
mountains, whose sides along the road are so steep in most 
places, that a man unencumbered by arms and not subjected 
to the fire of an enemy, would find it impossible to got up. 
To take such positions by an attack in front was clearly out 
of tho question It was absolutely necessary to turn them, 
and this General Gourko, with his experience of the previous 
passage of tho Balkans, and knowledge of the strong and 
weak sides of the Turkish soldier, was all tho more inclined 
to attempt. It was, however, no easy matter. 

The mountain paths there, so far from being passable for 
artillery as reported, were scarcely practicable for a man 
on horseback, and none but the hardiest riders with the 
surest footed horses would think of climhmg these steep, 
slippery paths 'without dismounting. Nevertheless, General 
Gourko resolved to make tho attempt. 

The Turkish positions were nearly all on the right side of the 
road. Although they had occupied tho other side, they had 
constructed here no redoubts, and dug no trenches, judging 
correctly that if they could hold tho heights on tho right 
side of the road, that would bo quite sufficient to bar tho 
passage. On this side they had constructed two small 
redoubts, encircled by mountain:^ every point commanding 
the defile with their formidable trenches. A glance at tho 
Austrian map will show that tho Sofia road at Pravca turns 
abruptly west to Orkanieh at right angles to its previous 
course. Just in this angle will bo seen tho mountain ridge 
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on wliicli . is vn.’itten tlie name Vichstande. It was tMs ridge 
overlooking tke road tkat tke Turks kad ckosen for tkeir’ 
positions, and it was ky reaeking and attacking tke ridge 
from tke otker end tkat Greneral Gronrko determined to turn 
tkem. He accordingly despatcked General Rauck witk tke 
wkole of tke advanced guard to execute tkis movement witk 
tke Simionowsky regiment of tke Guard, tke first and second 
kattalions of skarpskooters, one kattery of korse artillery, 
and six squadrons of cavalry. 

Rauck started from Jaklonica on tke 21st, witk orders to marck 
all nigkt, as tke distance was only forty kilometres ky tke 
map. It was expected ke would arrive at noon next day in 
time to attack. Tkis was a grave miscalculation. Mountain 
roads cannot ke measui’ed on maps, or tke distance skould ke 
estimated at twice or tkrice tkat indicated, and tke time 
required for a single korse to make it skould ke doukled or 
trekled for tke marck of an army encumkered witk artillery. 
Rauck, instead of arriving on tke 22nd at noon, only arrived 
on tke evening of tke 23rd. Tkis was tke only miscalcula- 
tion in tke wkole movement, and it did not affect tke result. 
His road was from Jaklonica to Vidrar, tkence down tke 
Mali or little Isker to Kalugei’ovo, tken up tke little stream 
called tke Pravecka, to tke rear of tke ridge occupied ky tke 
Turks. Tke road was so difficult and so narrow in many 
places, tkat kroad track artillery carriages could only pass 
witk one wkeel over tke side. Tkey were only kept from 
tumkling over tke precipices ky tke soldiers kolding tkem ky 
means of ropes passed round tke wkeels. Tke keavy muni- 
tion waggons were worse still, and caused infinite troukle. 
Rauck, kesides, found it impossikle to marck at nigkt, owing 
to tke dense fog wkick fills up tke valleys kere nearly every 
nigkt at tkis season of tke year, and renders travelling very 
dangerous, if not impossikle. 

Meantime, wkile Rauck was struggling on against tkese 
difficulties, General Gourko advanced to Osikovo, and waited 
for news of kim witk muck anxiety kefore keginning demon- 
strations in front. His kope was to surprise tke Turks, 
wkick could only ke done ky a rapid movement ; kut tke 
day passed away, evening came, and witk it word from 
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EaRch that, he Lad onlj got to Kalngerovo, still a long ■^ay 
from Lis expected destination. The attack ivould Lare to be 
given up for tLat day at least; bnt in the meantime General 
Gonrko Lad not been idle. TLe Kuban Cossacks advanced 
along the road and drove the Turks from tLe hill in front of 
the main position on the right of the road. The Moscow 
Regiment was sent to occupy the hills on the left of the road 
opposite the Turkish positions, which they sncceeded in 
doing with the loss of three or four men. One battery of 
horse artiUeiy, and another of mountain howitzers, were also 
brought up here, and planted on the heights immediately 
overhanging the road opposite the Turkish works, and not 
more than one thousand yards distant, and another battery 
w’as planted to the right of the road on the hill, at a 
distance of about two thousand yards from the nearest 
Turkish position. These were the only two batteries 
brought into action on this side. They were pnt in position 
on the night of the 22ud, and opened on the Tnrks on the 
morning of the 23rd, when the fog cleared away. 

The Tnrks answered but feebly, as they had but two guns, 
and these were poorly served. They did not fire more than 
ten or fifteen times all day. These two batteries pounded 
away at the Turks. AH day long sharpshooters kept up a 
lively fire, hut there was no infantry attack. 

At last, about four o'clock in the afternoon, Rauch’s troops 
were suddenly perceived on the top of the high mountain 

• and the other end of the ridge, on the range just where they 
were looked for, with the Turks flying down the mountain side 
before them. Rauch had seized the key of the Turkish position 
with a loss of twenty-nine men. As this was the highest part 
of the ridge or range, it was impossible for the Tnrks to hold 
the positions attacked in the rear from the heights that com- 
manded them. It was evident they were beaten, and only the 


T1 i.' . ■ ■ ' 

descend the height into tbo valley near Rravea, anu mu 
Turks on the heights on tbo other side of the road opened n 
spirited fire upon them; but as the object of the’ Russian 
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movement vns to invn the Turkish posilion from ihis side 
as well as the other, and as the iilain ivas wide enough to 
got out of range of the 'I’urkish fire, they did not lose a man. 
They quietly occupied Pravoa, where they were likewise 
stopped hy the fog and the darkness from joining Kauch 
and cutting off the Thirkish retreat. 

The Turks Avere now .surrounded on throe sides. As was 
expected, they retreated upon Orkanieh during the night, 
abandoning the Avholo position. They seem to have had 
enough men to protect their rear, hfcverfhelcss, to judge b)" 
Eanch’s easy victory, tluy did not fight ns the Turks fought 
at Plevna, or the victory Avould have co.st the Kussiaus at least 
ten, or perhaps Wenty times Avhat it has cost them. The 
Avhole loss Avas only about sixty men killed and wounded. 

If Ave were to judge of the victory by the loss of men it Avould 
be but an insignificant affair, but military events arc not to 
be judged in this AA-ay. It is not the passage of the Balkans 
yet, as there is still a higher range before us AA’hich may 
prove more difficulty ncA’ertheless, there are soA'^cral passes 
or places AA’here a passage may be effected for making a 
turning movement, and the Turks have not troops to defend 
all. It is only a question of time and AA'cathor. These 
passes are difficult, but they can be made if the Aveather 
permits, and the Aveather, so fai’, remains delightful, 
excepting the fog at night. 

We are now in the valley of Orkanicln Our adA'unce guard is 
at Lazan. There appear to bo two Turkish redoubts in 
front of Orkanieh, AA'hich Ave see clearly, and a good many 
troops about in several camps. They are estimated at eight 
thousand men. The whole Turkish force here, at Etropol, 
and Sofia, is reckoned at between tAventy and tAA^enty-five 
thousand men. It is likely that G-enei'al Gourko Avdll seize 
the tovTi of Orkanieh itself Avithout attempting to force the 
Pass behind it. ' His further movements vdll then depend 
on the success of the demonstration against Etropol made at 
the same time as the attack here by General Dondeville, with 
a brigade from Loftcha. General Gonrko’s intention now is 
to attack and take this place, as both it and Orkanieh would 
furnish good winter quarters. 
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NlonT. — News lias just been received hero that Etropol is taken. 
This is no less important than Pnivca. There are two roads 
and passes behind Etropol, either or both of which may be 
attempted by General Gonrko. One leads to Babamonab, 
behind Orkanieh,- and wonld therefore enable him to turn 
the Orkanieh Pass aitt^ther, and cut oS the troops stationed 
there from Sofia; the other leads to Slatica, and General 
Gonrko having left a sufficient force at Pravea to hold 
Sofia might march to Kezanlik, attack Reonf there on one 
side, while Badetzky attacked on the other, and thus take 
Beouf between two fires and two armies — together more 
than double his strength — with a result that cannot be 
doubtful It is likely, however, that General Gonrko will 
try to destroy the Sofia army before going farther ; but it 
wall be seen that he has several plans before him, either of 
which may be carried out unless he should bo called back 
towards Plevna by some desperate attempt of Osman, which 
does not seem probable. At any rate, it is not likely that 
the Sofia army will make any very serious opposition to 
General Gonrko’s splendid army, which is probably twice as 
strong, 

t Gejterai Skobeleft’s SEi]>QVARTsns, Bbestotec, LorrenA 
Eoad, November 26tA. — I have just returned here from 
Osikovo, in the Balkans. General Gonrko was starting for 
Etropol when I left, undoubtedly with the intention of 
trying a passage towards Slatica. This pass was unfortified 
five days ago, and although the Turks could have fortified it 
since, it does not appear probable that they have done so. 
They are fighting with little heart. Besides having neither 
the courage nor the discipline of Osman’s army, they ore not 
armed so well. Three or four kinds of arms have been cap- 
tured, principally Sniders. They have very few Peabodys, 
and some have even old-fashioned muzzleloadcrs. 

General Rauch was shelling tho two redoubts in front of 
Plevna from tho mountain tango opposite captured by him. 
Tho soxmd of his artillery followed rao to Jablonica, bnt 
while General Gonrko has loft a considerable force hero to 
watch Orkanieh, I do not think he meditated an immcilialo 
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ittack. He would probably prefer tiiruiug it, taking it in 
tbe rear, by marching fi’om Slatica to the junction of the 
Sofia road, in wbicb case tbe Turks at Oi’kanieb would be 
completely cut off and obliged to surrender.. They are 
estimated at eight thousand men, but the success of General 
Gourko’s movement, as I have already said, depends on the 
weather. That, unfortunately, has changed. The change 
began when I was at Dolny Dubnik, and became so heavy 
before reaching here that it was difficult, what with the fog, 
to find my way. It is . now pouring in torrents, with a very 
cold wind blowing, and it looks as though it might last some 
days. I am afraid this sudden change will interfere very 
much with General Gourko’s movement. Two or three 
days’ rain will render these mountain paths impassable. 
However, he may get .through, and succeed in- opening the 
road before the weather finally breaks up. 

I was much struck with the manner in which General Gourko 
handles his forces. He is more cautious than in the summer. 
There is much more order and foresight displayed, and also 
more precision in the movements, which begin to remind one 
of the Prussians. I predict a great success for General 
Gourko, unless his plans are foiled by the weather. The 
Turks, I may remark, probably having heard of the Russian 
reluctance for building bridges, have very kindly left all the 
bridges — and they are numberless — uninjured. The Turks 
have burnt no villages along the road, but have murdered a 
great many Bulgarians. A woman in Lukovic told me 
that all her relations had been murdered within the last 
month. 

The Bulgarians are returning to the abandoned villages. Those 
from the- burnt villages nearer the Danube, as Tristenek, 
have installed themselves comfortably in the Turkish houses. 
The wounded from Plevna dragged themselves along this 
road until they lay down and died by the wayside. The 
Turks have not even enough feeling to look after their own 
wounded, and, indeed, the Russians murdered on the field of 
battle by the Bashi-Bazouks are more fortunate than the Turk- 
ish wounded. The Turkish population have all fl.ed over the 
Balkans. They are even flying from Orkanieh. The day 
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after the capture of Pravca, we saw wBat appeared to be 
the exodus of the whole population of Orkameh flying along 
the Sofia road with their goods and chattels. 

I hare purposely abstained from mentioning the strength of 
General Gonrko’a force. I can only say it is much larger 
than any force he can possibly meet before reaching Kezanlik, 
should he go there. According to all appearance the Turks 
are on their last legs, lly belief is they hare, after one 
campaign, reached that condition of exhaustion which, 
during the American war, preceded the collapse of the 
Southern Confederacy. As Sherman said of the Con- 
federacy in the last year of the American civil war, the 
Turkish Empire is now a mere shell. Once the Russians 
break through the outside crust, where all the strength ig 
displayed, they will find absolutely nothing to oppose them. 
The war might be brought to an end in two months, were it 
not for the approach of winter. The Russians are ]ust one 
month too late, but they may even yet accomplish it this 
■winteE. 

The writer of the two foregoing letters having, ns will have 
been observed, rejoined the army of investment, the narrative of 
the operations under General Gourko in the Balkans ivill 
for a time be furnished by the correspondent whose letter, 
dated from Jablonica, on the 18tli, Las already given some in- 
formation regarding this important episode in tlio history of the 
war. The following letters describe, from other points of view, 
operations with which the reader ia already acquainted : — 

-b Heatquartees of Gexeral Rauch, Peavca, near Oekanieh, 
November 24f7i. — The mountain sides wore echoing -with the 
sounds of heavy cannonading and brisk musketry fire as I 
rode along the Sofia road southward yesterday morning, 
across the river Mali I&ker, and past the village of Osikovo, 
the present headquarters of General Gourko. The day was 
warm ; the sun was shining in the almost cloudless heavens. 
Seen through the clear air the distant troops could l>o dis- 
corned among the precipitous mountain paths, which ziff- 
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zaHHed atQons: tlic rocks and trees and lost tlieinselves near 
tLe top. This force "was the left flank of Ike central column, 
and tlie Tui'kisli position, I soon saw from tko puffs of smoke 
of tlie kursting Russian shells, was along tlio range of 
mountains forming tlie soutliern horizon. 

Riding at once to the battery, I found that the troops wore all 
in position, and were only waiting for the movements of the 
other two columns, the one from the direction of Etropol, the 
other commanded by General Rauch, which w'as expected to 
debouch upon the western extremity of the range of peaks 
held by the Turks. l\Ieantimo a I’cgular cannonade was kept 
up by the battery of nine-pounders near the road, making 
targets of the Turkish redoubts on the opposite peaks, and 
now and then sending shells into the lines of the intrench- 
ments about the eastern end of the range. Prom the battery 
the road descends sharply to the eastward, curving around 
the range commanded at every point by the Turkish positions, 
then out into the plain past Pravea to Orkanieh. A few 
shai’pshooters who ventured down the road kept up an 
irregular fire against the redoubts on the peaks above, and 
skii’mished vdth the Bashi-Bazouks who swarmed in the 
woods along the I'oute. The only signs of life in the Turkish 
positions were occasional shells from the battery of two guns 
posted on a prominent peak, all of which fell far short, and 
• the frequent rattling volleys from the earthworks. 

In order to get a view of the whole of the field of operations, 
I climbed the steep I had observed as I came along the road. 
Prom this point a landscape of wonderful beauty was dis- 
closed on every side. Southward could be seen all the 
Turkish earthworks, the range of which, even from this posi- 
tion, cut off the view of the valley beyond, except where 
Pravea is seen lying among green fields a short distance west 
of the road which turns around behind the Turkish position, 
and runs westward towards Orkanieh. Enjoying thoroughly 
the varied succession of charming views from the east, where 
the great broken mountain hides Etropol and the Mali Isker, 
through the south and west, where the blue peaks towards 
Sofia form the distant horizon, to the north, where beyond 
the brown forests and dull yellow fields rises the isolated 
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mass of ilio Bragorica, the first gate of the Balkans, near 
Jablonica, the day passed pleasantly, somewhat enlivened by 
watching the shells hurst. TV^e liad become familiar with the 
sound of the enemy’s shells plumping into the mountain 
below on our right. To be sure, the hostile force was 
scattered along the peaks less than rifle range away, and 
separated only hy a narrow gorge with precipitous sides. 
Cannon on the peak where we were, and below to the left, 
sent their shots home to the mark every time, hut we did 
not suspect the Turks of playing us a trick. They did, how- 
ever, and chose the moment when we sat down to eat our 
luncheon in the shade to burst shrapnel over our heads. It 
was the only one they sent, and if they had sent another it 
would not have found us again. 

Tlie sun was already low in the heavens, and the cannon smoko 
began to take a delicate purple tinge, when the enemy’s 
battery away down near Pravea fired rapidly, and the echoes 
of the shots behind the range down in the valley hidden 
from ns resounded through the gorge. Ranch was over the 
mountain and would soon be in sight, we hoped. Suddenly 
we saw, away on the right of the opposite range, puffs of 
smoke on the crest of the flat-topped pe.ak, and then, even 
before the reports of the shot reached ur, a close line of men 
rose up against the sky on the top of the earthwork, and 
another and broken line straggled quickly down and away 
from the first, one or two men stopping to fire, but generally 
running domi the steep declivity into the undergrowth. Tlie 
black masses which had been lying there all the afternoon 
were suddenly animated as the horizon became alive ^vith the 
forms of Russian soldiers, and they swept in n mass down 
the incline, little puffs of smoke bursting from nearly every 
rifle, for they fired as they ran The lino of Russians stood 
a moment on the earthwork, firing rapidly, then leaped domi 
and skirmished after the flying Turks almost within bayonet- 
ing distance. This was the attack of General Ranch, and it 
was as unexpected and welcome to us ns it must have been 
surprising and discouraging to tbo Turks. Almost imme- 
diately solid formations were visible on tbo peak, one com- 
pany to the left on the further side and a short lino of skir- 
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misliers, followed by two companies advancing along tlio patk 
on tlic side of the monntain toward.s ns, now in deep sliadoAV. 
Tliey disappeared behind the base of the next nearest sunnnit. 
This bri'lliant little episode, occurring as it did in full sight 
of all the troops, just as if it wei*e enacted on a stage in an 
immense theatre, caused the grcatest enthusiasm and excite- 
ment amons: them. The batteries took the first note of the 
fight on the moiuitain as a signal to fire volley after volley 
into the redoubts on the west end of the range, and the 
narrow gorge echoed and echoed again, and the monntain 
sides repeated and magnified the .awful sound of the shells 
as they tore their way through the thin air. The shrapnel 
rattled and cracked all over the summits where the Turks, 
now excited, kept up a constant rifle-fire, and the pe.accful 
quiet of the twilight hour was changed to Pandemonium by 
the clanging and screeching of the shells pounding the 
monntain top. . A cool breeze springing up from the north 
began to drive the low-lying clouds through the valleys, 
while Rauch’s adv.ance appeared on the monntain, and soon 
great masses of mist poured threugh the gorge, rising higher 
and higher, and sweeiiing over the Turkish redoubts. Just 
as they were seen to direct their fire with redoubled energy 
down into the valley towards Pravea there came up to us a 
sharp popping of musketiy below', and we knew' it was the 
Moscow Regiment. It had accomplished its march, and w'as 
making its contemplated movement around the range along 
the road. The fog hid the valley and Pravea frem our sight ; 
but until the opposite side w'as shrouded in the drifting mist 
we could tell exactly how far the infantry was advancing by 
the direction of the Turkish fire from the redoubts. Ranch’s 
engagement was literally a battle above the clouds. In a few 
moments both those below and those in the clouds were 
enveloped in the same great mass of opaque mist, and the 
firing ceased. 

W e were now on an island in a great grey sea^ for the clouds 
had driven in on all sides, hiding completely the earth below, 
and even the adjacent peaks. A faint streak of yellow still 
lingered in the western horizon, and all about ns rose out of 
the rolling waves of mist the sharp purple peaks like islands 
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in a frozen Arctic sea. The soldiers lighted their camp fires 
among the bushes, and -we were all prepared to bivouac there. 
Perfect quiet reigned. The moon rose grandly out of the 
clouds and lighted up the weirdly impressive landscape. On 
came great rolling waves of mist, appearing solid as snow- 
in the cold moonlight. Around ns were the forms of horses 
picketed in the undergrowth, groups of soldiers gathered 
about the fires, solitary sentinels motionless at their posts. 
It was a picturesqne scene to be long remembered. 

About seven o'clock we heard hurrahs on the range opposite, 
and the victorious cheering was taken up and repeated all 
along the line, from peak to peak and down into the valley } 
but the redoubts were not yet taken, and the qtuet of the 
night was broken again. 

At two o’clock we heard distinctly through the mist, as if very 
near ns, first a few shots, then the cries of the surprised 
Turks, and the Russian soldiers shouting to one another, 
some to let the Turks run a-way if they chose, some to 
bayonet them on the spot. The oaths, the groans, and the 
smallest words came clearly to our ears, and we knew that 
the remaining positions were taken. One hundred and fifty 
volunteers from the Isma Etowsky and Moscow Regiments 
had climbed the steep mountain side, and fallen upon the 
few Turks that remained, only thirty or forty, and driven 
them out without losing a man. 

This morning a drizzling rain has drenched everything. The 
clouds that -we had poetized over the evening before had 
risen, and turned to rain, and -we could not see the length of 
the small bivouac. Towards the middle of the forenoon 
the clouds broke, and wo could see down to Pravea. So wo 
led the horses Tvitb great difficult by a tortuous, untrodden 
route into the valley, where we met General Gonrko and his 
staff on the road, and all climbed the mountain by a well- 
cut path to the Turkish position 

The day was now quite clear, and the great fertile valley lay 
below us, bounded on all sides by the sorratod summits of 
the high mountains. Orkanieh was plainly visible throe 
miles away, and all about the town tho tents of great camps, 
even upon the flanks of tho adjacent mountains. Between 
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tlie village of Lazan and Orlcanieli two great redoubts black 
with troops occupy a low ridge, and bebind tbe town on tbe 
slopes of tbe mountains are other fortifications. Beyond 
Orkanieb tbe road turns around tbe point of tbe mountain 
and enters tbe defile of tbe Baba Konak Bass, at tbe entrance 
of wbicb nestles tbe village of Vracesi. Tbe mountain 
we were on is exceedingly sharp, and tbe Turkish works 
could have been carried only as they were by tbe flank. 
About two score of tbe enemy’s dead were found on tbe 
mountain. 

T- Headquarters of G-bneral Gtourko, Etropol, in the Bal- 
kans, November 27th . — Tbe occupation of tbe first pass of 
tbe Balkans was such a signal success that tbe details of 
tbe movement of General Bauch’s column — tbe one wbicb 

- turned tbe Turkish position — ^will doubtless be of general 
interest. Tbe whole affair was from beginning to end 
exceedingly dramatic and picturesque, full of little events 
of unusual significance, as testifying to tbe individual enter- 
prise and courageous devotion of tbe soldiers, (xeneral 
Bauch’s force was composed of three hundred Kuban 
Cossacks, two battabons of sharpshooters, one battery of 
horse artillery, and tbe Simionowsky regiment of tbe 
Guards. It marched in tbe order in wbicb tbe troops are 
named, at two o’clock in tbe afternoon of tbe 21st, from 
tbe camp at Jablonica, with instructions to reach, if possible, 
tbe crest of tbe range of moxmtains bordering tbe Orkanieb 
valley in tbe north tbe next day. It was then to co-operate 
with tbe two other columns, one of wbicb marched down tbe 
Sofia road, and tbe other off to tbe right to make a demon- 
stration against Etropol. On tbe Austrian map tbe distance 
from tbe village of Jablonica in a south-westerly direction to 
tbe valley of Orkanieb appears to be a short day’s march, 
but tbe roads or mountain paths are so tortuous that tbe real 
distance to be traversed is nearer fifty kilometres than fifteen, 
to say nothing of tbe diflficulties of tbe ascents and descents, 
and tbe condition of tbe paths. 

The column marched three hours only tbe first afternoon, and 
bivouacked from five until eight o’clock, when it moved 
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ngmn, continned to marcL the -whole night, and reached 
Vidrar, a ^^llago in the Mali Ister, at eight o’clock in the 
morning. At the first Invonac no fires were lighted, and the 
men ate their hard bread -withont soup or tea. The staj at 
Vidrar was very short, for it became apparent that nnless it 
pushed rapidly on the force would not arrive until lonc' after 
it was expected. The Bulgarian guides said that if the 
route which had been decided upon were followed it would 
lead upon the right of the Kussian position, and not around 
tho left of the Turkish line, so a new route was chosen, and 
the detachment advanced as rapidly as possible. The paths 
from Vidrar southward were all simple mountain trails, over 
which probably no wheels had ever passed, and it became a 
matter of infinite difficulty to bring along the artillery, and 
especially the caissons with tho ammunition. There were 
some one hundred and twenty picks and shovels >Tith tho 
force, and a corresponding number of men were detailed to 
clear the road and make it pa.<?sable, working in two reliefs of 
sixty men each. The cannon were moved by twos, and each 
pair had attached to it two companies of infantry' who 
assisted the cannons and caissons to pass tho difficult places, 
working also m reliefs of half their number. The path led 
along the ravine where the Mali Isker twisted and turned 
among the crags, and before they left the nver to tako tho 
direction of the village Kalugerovo, tho next villngo on tho 
route, they had crossed it ten times, each time with much 
trouble. The way led over great ledges of hard, flinty rock, 
full of seams and fissures, so difficult for tho horses to pass 
that several of them caught their feet in tho crevices and 
tore the hoof from the bone. Horses were not too numerous, 
and it was impossible to proceed -without them, so tho hoof- 
less feet were bound up in rags, and tho poor boasts limped 
alonf*- dragging the heavy caissons and guns. Tho whole day 
of the 22nd they climbed along tho mountain patlis, step hy 
stop, not advancing two kilometres an hour. The men tied 
ropes to the muzzles of tho gnns, and kept them from falling 
over the precipices, but throe caissons full o£ ammunition 
went over in spite of all efforts to prevent tho accident, and 
two horses were killed and one Cossack mortally wonnded ; 



Sura'-RIXGS OF TIIF TlIOOl’.?. 


63 


tlio other men -who -were -wiili the caissons scramhled np in 
time to save tlicmsolves. Tlio men projinsocl to leave tlio 
remaining caissons, and to carry the powder and sliclls singly 
by hand ; bnt as this was, first, contmry to general orders, 
and, secondly, a proceeding evidently too dangerous to bo 
permitted, the eiTorts to biing forward the caissons were 
renewed with mdonbled onerg}’. 

Wbat the men suffered on that long inarch no one may fully 
describe. They had only their hard bread to cat, and they 
were accustomed to moat and plenty of it. Loaded with a 
gi’eat deal of ammmiition, thej* drew themselves uji from rock 
to rock with severe labour, for it must be remembered they 
were not mountaineers. On past the village of Kalugcrovo, 
where they left two cannon for want of horses, they reached 
at last the %'illage of LakaAuca, near the river Pi-avecka, at 
nine o’clock in the evening. Hamng met ton of the enemy, 
a small band of Bashi-Bazouks on the road, they wero 
obbged to take extraordinary precautions to keep silent, and 
finding it quite out of the question to proceed by tho 
unexplored paths in the night, the dense fog which had 
enveloped the landscape all day still clinging to the earth, 
they decided to bivouac, and they lay down without fire, and 
slept in an instant. Two men died of fatigue on tho spot, 
the rest were so woiai with want of sleep and severe exer- 
tions that they -were like drunken men, and every man of the 
outposts Avas found by the officers who went tho rounds to 
be dead asleep, and no scolding or threats could keep them 
awake, although they were in the veiy face of the enemy. 
The horses trembled all night, not from cold, but from over- 
work, and they threw themselves flat the moment they w'ere 
taken from the traces. 

The night, chill as it was, seemed far too short to the exhausted 
men, and on the morning of the 23rd they worked their way 
on again, crossing the Pravecka, and following up the ravine 
to the right and southward. A single mountain range, partly 
held by the Turks, now separated them from the plain of 
Orkanieh, and the end of their climb seemed at hand. 
Suddenly came a sharp infantry fire upon the column from 
the heights along the ravine, where it made a turn around a 
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monntain ; and, thongL not completely surprised, tliere "vra 
of course, a halt and a general fusillade. Two liundre 
Knban Cossacks had already passed the point ^yhere th 
Turks were assembled, so they dismounted and left thei 
horses and climbed up the precipitous mountain side to ge 
npon the flank of the enemy. At the same time two bat 
talions worked their way up the crags higher and highe: 
towards the summit until they looked like ants crawling 
along among the bushes and rocks. The enemy continuec 
their fire, and, of conrse, shooting too high, did litth 
damage, only wounding two men and kdlling and wounding 
several horses. The appearance of the infantry in front and 
the dismounted Cossacks on the flank demoralized the Turks, 
and they fled, having delayed the advance of the column a 
couple of hours, the whole of which time a brisk fire was 
kept up from both ades, with, as I have said, a trifling loss. 
On. they went again as before, dragging, pushing, pulling the 
cannon, and gained without further resistance the summit of 
the range where the Turkish position was m the middle of 
the afternoon. 

The men were almost on their last leg^, and it seemed as if nothing 
but the sight of the enemy could bring them further on. There 
was no grumbling or unwillingness, but simple exhaustion, 
inability to march and climb any more. The officers took 
off their swords and revolvers and left them with the 
baggage, then led their troops in the direction of tho 
enemy’s position, telling the men that they went against 
the Turks uiiaTined in perfect confidence that no harm would 
come to them m the company of tho brave soldiers who had 
accomplished so much and suffered so much in the last two 
days. The men thus led joined in an encouraging hnrrah 
and went merrily on. Finding tho Turks in an earthwork 
on the summit of a truncated peak, they charged upon it and 
took the position late in tho afternoon. Ono approach was 
through a narrow defile commanded by tho Turkish rifles, 
and hero several men were woqnded. Part of tho cavaliy 
skirmished off into tho plain near Orkanieh, and sullcrcd 
somewhat from artillery fire; but tho total losses of tho 
whole movement were only twenty-nine wounded and tuo 
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dead. Tlie experience of those two days is worth ranch more 
than it cost, without, considering the easy victory gained at 
the end of so much toil and difficulty. It has shown G-eneral 
Goui'ko that his untiring energy need not he x’estrained, for 
he has just the material in his hands to work out with zeal 
and earnestness his own plans. His men die of fatigue, hut 
they go- on ; and the sound of the enemy’s fire is the only 
stimulant they require to make them foi’get their weariness 
and their sufferings and become fresh again in an instant. 
The Guards, too, have profited hy their experiences at Gomy 
Duhnik, and now attack the enemy in skirmishing order, 
and consequently lose fewer men and accomplish their pur- 
pose much more easily. In a previous letter I have described 
the way in which they learned these tactics, and, as I had 
reason to believe then, they needed no second lesson in this 
kind of fighting. 

The march of General Rauch’s column was so much more 
difficult and dangerous than that of the other two that it is 
the central chapter of the history. General Dondeville on 
the left did most important work in his rapid advance on 
Etropol and his descent into the plain of- Orkanieh near 
Pravca ; for he completed the fianking movement on both 
sides of the enemy, and thus made the position untenable. 
The Sofia road, where it passes through the gorge of the Pra- 
vecka, just before it turns around the mountain held by the 
Turks and takes the direction of Orkanieh, was so com- 
manded by redoubts and a battery with two mountain guns, 
that an advance for the central column further than the top 
of the ridge north of the gorge was quite out of the question, 
nevertheless, positions were taken so near the Turks on the 
sharp summits directly opposite them that they were unable 
to make any movements in the daytime. The horse artillery 
got pieces mounted hundreds of feet above the road without 
any paths to drag the guns up, but by sheer lifting and 
hauling. The Turks, who on their side had dug a zig-zag 
road all the way up the mountain for their troops and cannon, 
were surprised, and reasonably, at the Russian energy and . 
rapidity of movement, and they did not lose any time in 
evacuating their positions the moment they understood they 
TOL. II. p 
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had only ono road left open to them. The battle of the 23r 
Tras comparatively' a bloodless ono, bnt the results are just a 
important as if the loss -were a thousand and a half instead o 
a score and a half — this is obvious* To out-mancDU'vre an enom 
brings more credit upon a general than to meet an enem 
■with great loss by throwing the troops upon him. As weapot 
are perfected the importance of the flanking movement 
increases. It is already proved that an attack againsi 
entrenched men armed with breechloaders is generally a 
mistake. TVhen a soldier could run a hundred yards "while 
his enemy was loading, it was qnite another story. As a 
spectacle, the capture of the Turkish position was unequalled. 
The smallest movement on either side was visible from tie 
peak where I took my place early in the day, in company 
with some of&cers, and the little batteiy where we sat did 
not fire often enough to attract mnch lead from the other side. 
The infantrymen lay just behind the crests of the peaks on 
either side of us, and below, nearer the enemy, whom we 
could see plainly as they rose to fire. The road through the 
gorge was hidden by the crags below ns, but all the action 
took place hundreds of feet higher. 

TThen the day grew old and the clouds began to drift around 
below us, and hide the -vallejs from our viow, the majesty 
of the landscape surpassed description. Tho cannon smoko 
drifted slowly a-V’ay in pale, violct-colonred wreaths, and 
mingled with the mist that became rosy W’bore tbo rays of 
the sun touched it, and contrasted the cold grey masses in 
shadow strongly against tho brown mountain sides. Even 
the excitement of watching the fight could not make ono 
forget that all about ns were views of wonderful beauty, and 
involuntarily one would turn a'way from the battle to admiro 
the landscape. Then, as the clouds crept up and poured 
over tho range where the Turks were, hiding them completely 
from our sight, little little tho firing ceased, until tho 
quiet was almost oppressive after tho thundering and crashing 
of the cannon. 

Darkness came on, and tho scene was no less picturesque. TIio 

rou<»h mountain-sido twinkled with fires, each with its httlo 

knot of soldiers making tea, and relating over and over 

33 


THE MOUNTAIN GAINED. 


67 


(-gain, mtli animated gestures, the story of Gorny Duhnik. 
The stacked rifles glittered \dth red reflections from the 
flames, and the indistinct shapes of horses tied to the scruh- 
hnshes made mysterious groups in the dim light. The moon 
rose, and all "was 'changed like the effect of a transformation 
scene in a theatre. The great sea of clouds below us heaved 
and swelled, and the huge billows came rolling on, threatening 
to sweep over us ; thin and vaporous as they were they had all 
the appearance of solidity lilce snow as the moonlight fell 
upon them. hTothing could he heard for two or three hours 
hut the low conversation of the men and the stamping of 
the horses, and then broke into the stillness of the night a 
cheery hurrah directly across the gorge, and another and 
still another, which was answered by the men along our side, 
till the valleys echoed repeatedly with the sound. We knew 
that Rauch’s men had found their way in the darkness and 
mist even into the opposite redoubts. But still the strongest 
. position was in the hands of the enemy, and we heard no 
noise in that direction, until at two o’clock there was a 
sudden crack, crack of rifles, then yells and curses ; and, ' as 
plainly as if across the street, the sounds came to us of the 
Russian soldiers crying, “ Let the poor devils go ! ” “ Ro, no ! 
kill them ! bayonet them ! ” “ Enough, enough ! ” and 

prayers for mercy of the wounded Turks ; then all was still 
again. It passed like a moment in a dream, and we all fell 
peacefully asleep, satisfled that the mountain was gained, and 
did not awake until the rain pattered on our faces in the 
early morning.' A few score of volunteers from the Moscovsky 
regiment had clambered up the mountain side, which was so 
steep that the Turks did not believe it passable, and had 
fallen upon the surprised enemy and routed them, bayoneting 
a few. 

In the morning all the poetry of the previous evening was 
washed out of us by a drizzling, drenching rain, and an 
impenetrable mist enveloped us. We determined to make 
the attempt to get down to Pravca ; and, starting with a 
corporal and two men to escort us as far as the further point 
of the ridge, we went on in that direction. The path was a 
simple goat trail wide enough for a horse to walk along, but 

p 2 
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part of the way too mitOw to pass any one. Imagine oar 
snrpriso at finding a^vay out on the point, almost overhanf^lng 
the gorge, a half hatteiy of guns of the horse artillery. °The 
mist drifted a^ay, so we coold look across, and there was the 
Turkish redoubt so near that wo could almost throw a stone 
into ii apparently, though it was really about 800 yards 
distant. The gunners of the horse battery were birouacked 
behind their guns, which were in a little earthwork masked 
by bushes. They had their shelter tents rigged up on the 
bushes, and were sitting ont in the rain patiently enouf»h. 
How they got their gnns np there, along a road which we, on 
horeeback, found difficnlt enoogh to pass, Ihara no idea The 
men seemed to take it as a matter of course that they did it, 
and all I could get from them was that they had hauled the 
guns up, 

Prom this batteiy down into the valley it was a difficnlt descent. 
Leading our horses, we clambered down the rocky ravines 
for nearly an hour before we camo to the plain, now flooded 
with warm sunshine, which rapidly dissipated the clouds. 
General Gonrko and staff came along shortly after we reached 
the chaussSe, and we accompanied him to the Turkish posi* 
tions. As we slowly mounted the zig-zag road cut by the 
Turks, the wide landscape below us was unfolded more and 
more. First, the village of Lazan, and then the town 
of Orkanieh, half hidden by streets, camo in sight, and a 
multitude of tents of the Turkish camps all about. TVo could 
see the chaussee full of carts and people fleeing from the 
town toward the mountains behind, and the redoubts in front 
were black with Turkish troops. A mile or two behind 
Orkanieh the Sofia road turns sharply around the ba <!0 of a 
mountain near the village of Vracesi, and enters tho defile 
which leads up to the Baba Konak Pa.ss. Wo conid sco tho 
long train of fugitives slowly turn about tho mountain and 
disappear; a column of troops was moving along a road 
parallel with the chanss6e. Ono of tho camps wa.s dcscrtwl, 
but the tents were still standing, and there were other slight 
, indications of wavering on tho part of tho Tnrk.«?. The 
top of tho mountain which we ascended is at places but a 
few rods wide, and then the ground descends abruptly, 
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Imost perpendicularly. All over tliis summit, broken as it 
is by a dozen peaks of various shapes and heights, the Turks 
had dug little redoubts and rifle-pits, "which were stre'vm with 
Peabody cartridges unused, and now and then we came across 
a dead man, and here and there a Schnider rifle. On the 
Avestern extremity of the range, where ’ Rauch’s column 
charged, were twenty or thirty dead, among them a fine- 
looking blonde indmdual, wearing a red coat, and supposed 
by everybody to be an Englishman. I did not see any one 
who had found the papers of the dead man, but about the 
deserted camps were various small pieces of English neAVS- 
papers. Most of the soldiers already on the summit when 
we arrived were as Avhite as millers with the flour they had 
found in the Turkish tents, and pancakes were frying on all 
sides over the fires Avhich had been lighted by the Turks and 
had not yet gone out. The soldiers did not fail to recognize 
immediately the superiority of their enemy in their camp 
arrangements, for they marvelled at their little platforms for 
the tents dug out of the steep mountain side and built up 
over the descent with sticks and branches, leaving a floor 
perfectly level and comfortable to sleep on. 

We rode back to Osikovo that night, a distance of fifteen or 
sixteen miles, expecting to go the next day to witness the 
movements about Etropol, but about ten o’clock in the evening 
came the news that Etropol was evacuated, so there was 
nothing to do but to quietly take possession of the place, 
and the next morning, the 20th, General Gourko moved 
his headquarters there. There is a small collection of houses 
on the Sofia road, just north of the Mali Isker, named 
on the Austrian map Tomovski Han, but called by the 
Bulgarians Orsikovee. This was quite an important position 
a few days ago before the Pravca Pass was taken, as 
it commands the bridge over the Mali Isker, and is the 
point where the road turns off from the chaussee towards 
Etropol. This road is a cart track that follows the river 
bank up the valley — a rough path, with here and there 
paved bits where the freshets have washed a-^ay the gravel, 
and the peasants have put in pavement to make the way 
passable. It is about tAventy kilometres from the chaussee 
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to Etropol, and the valley of the Mali Isker is everjvrhere 
delightful. 

The meadows are still green, although all the leaves on the 
mountain trees are dead and hrown, and, as we rode along, 
the air was as soft as in springtime Bulgarians were 
trooping down, laden with the plunder of the Turkish houses 
in Etropol, even to the iron window-hars, and a stream of 
infantry and artillery was moving up the valley. Three or 
four dead Turks near the road, a few kilometres below 
Etropol, with a burial party at work, proved that there had 
recently been a skirmish there- Suddenly, and without 
warning, while we were enjoying the warm weather, arose a 
cold north w’ind, blowing fnrionsly- The clonds which had 
been drifting over the monntaios whirled about, gathered, 
and settled, and a cold rain fell, which turned soon to snow, 
and in a few moments the spring landscape was transformed 
to a winter one, and everything was white with snow. All 
that afternoon and during the night the storm continued at 
intervals, and as I write there are two or three inches of 
snow on the ground. The camps are anything bnt pleasant, 
and although there is no great degree of cold, the soldiers are 
uncomfortable enough in the wet. 

The capture of this place was accomplished without loss, and 
by the same kind of movements on a smaller scale that 
gained the positions at Pravea. The Turkish earthworks 
were constructed on the pointed mountains near the village ; 
but there were left unoccupied the summits adjacent, which 
commanded the whole valley and the lower peaks with the 
Turkish redoubts. To get possession of one of the highest 
mountains was tho work of many hours for the Russians, 
who dragged up and planted cannon there by the aid of tho 
Bulgarians, who hronght their cattlo along that were nsed to 
mountain work, and could climb where the Russian horses 
were helpless. 

The first position was gained in a enrious way. It was observed 
that tho Turks did not stay in tho earthwork, but in perfect 
confidence that no one could climb the hill, left an outpost, in 
tho redoubt, and the main body remained in the camp back 
on tho hillside. Some volunteers started to climb tho steep 
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at four o’clock in tke morning of tlio 23rcl, and readied tko 
summit near the redoubt at half-past seven o’clock, carrying 
nothing -with them except their rifles and ammunition. 
T^Hien they came vuthin sight of the Tui'kish camp they 
n^ere perceived hy the Turks, "who rushed immediately to 
occupy the rcdouht. The Russians, comprehending at once 
the importance of first possession, strained eveiy tired 
muscle to reach the coveted entrenchment before the enemy, 
and a curious race followed in dead eamest. But the 
Russians climbed the jjarapet and were inside just before 
the Turks arrived, and then the affair was settled in short 
order. The flanking movement first mentioned having been 
made, the Tui’kish force abandoned the toum and the 
positions, and withdi’ew upon the Slatica Balkan to their 
fortifications there, leaving behind three Kh'upp guns. 

Etropol is a large village, and stands literally upon the IMali 
Isker, here a rushing mountain stream, for many of the 
houses are built over the river. The houses are jumbled 
together along narrow, crooked streets, and in the main 
thoroughfare there are hundreds of shops side by side, now 
with drawn shutters and heavy bolts. The' inhabitants were 
half of them Turks and half Bulgarians, and there are 
half a dozen mosques and two or tliree Bulgarian churches, 
in one of which there is a curious choir screen of elaborately 
carved oak vdth large painted panels, and a correspondingly 
florid pulpit chair, also more curious than beautiful. 

The inhabitants welcomed Genei’a! Goxu’ko with great joy, and 
prove themselves daily more and more devoted to the 
interests of the Russians. I think I have remarked in a 
previous letter the difference between the natives of the 
mountains and those of the territory bordering on the 
Danube. The people in and about Etropol are exceptionally 
intelligent and enterprising for peasants, and have an air of 
independence and self-confidence which those of the Danube 
entirely lack. They are withal finely built, agreeable, and 
even handsome types of men and women. During the 
occupation by the Turks nothing was burned or destroyed. 
When the army first came here all the ■wine and the money 
which could be found in the possession of the inhabitants 
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Tvero seized and confiscated, and in cases of resistance some 
natives ivere killed. The jronn^ girls of the town were 
hidden in the mountains at the approach of the Turkish 
forces, bnt the soldiers hunted them out, and ten of the most 
beautiful were seized and carried awaj. After a short time 
nine came back, but the tenth is still missing^. Eight of the 
nine, unuillin" to bear the dishonour and disgrace indicted 
on them, drowned themselves in the Mali Isker, although the 
priests absolved them and declared them purified, and did 
their best to console tbe poor creatures. As I have heard the 
story from several different sources, I have no hesitation in 
believing it. 

With this exception, the inh.abitants say they suffered little 
from the Turks. There is no difficulty in finding good 
quarters among the deserted Turkish houses. I have a largo 
house with a curious balcony overhanging the street all for 
myself and servants. There is a good stable attached, and 
the Mali Isker rushes along under the front door. Tlie loft 
is stored with maize stalks and millet, but there is not enough 
furmture in the establishment to kindle a fire. In tbo great 
open hall of the setsond story, upon which opens all the 
chambers, and which looks out upon a courtyard, there aro 
several great dried pools of blood on the mnd floor. I try to 
believe a sheep was killeil there, and thank Fortune that I 
am under a roof. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

THE “ ARMY OF RELIEF.” 

The Turkish Fugitives in Roumelia. — ^Thc Filthy Town of Sofia. — ^Mchemet Ali 
rec.alled from Bosnia to assume the Command of “ the Believing Army.” 
— Effects of the Russian Strategy. — Circassian Outrages in Orkanich. — 
General Features of the Balkan Camp.aign. — Shaldonik Height, — Opcr.ations 
of General Bauch and Gcner.al Dondcvillc. — The •Turkish Positions. — 
klonntain Bivouacs, — The Cossack Stiitions. — Traces of a Struggle. — 
Mountain Scenery. — Transport and Ambulance Difficulties in the Moun- 
tains. — Lamentable Condition of the Wounded. — Bulgarian Girls. — Life in 
Etropol. — Difference between the Bulgarians North and South of the 
Balkans. — Summary of General Gourko’s Progress. — Configuration of the 
Country. — Engagement between the Turks and Forces under Count Schou- 
valoff. — With Mehemet Ali. — The Fight in the Orkanieh Pass. — Kamarli 
Pass. — The Bosnians. — Excellence of the Russian Artillery Practice. — 
Mehemet Ali deprived of his Comm.and. — Alarm at Sofia. — The Stafford 
House Fund and the Red Crescent Society.-— Self-Mutilation among the 
Turkish Soldiers. — ^The Turkish Compassionate Fund and Lady Burdett- 
Coutts’s Agent. — Rumours at Kamarli of the Fall of Plevna. 

Before proceeding •with the narratiye of G-enez’al G-onrko’s 
expedition, furnished by our correspondent accompanying the 
Russian army, it 'vnll be interesting to glance at the position at 
Sofia, and to see ho'w the operations in the Balkans, and thei 
situation in general, presented themselves to the mind of an 
observer at the headquarters of Mehemet Ali Pacha. The 
folio-wing letter, as will be observed, precedes by a few days the 
date of the letters in the previous chapter : — 

<L Mehemet Ati’s Headquarters, Sofia, November 21st. — In 
riding along the high road from Philippopolis to this dirty 
and disappointing town, I was astonished to find how general 
the exodus of the population from all parts threatened by the 
Russians had become. I had seen the flight of Moslem, B-ul- 
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garian, and Jewish families from KezanJik and the valley of 
tliQ Tundja during July and August, but this bids fair to 
rival it in numbers, and -nrith the terrible addition to the 
suffering entailed by the severity of winter, which, in these 
mountain-shut districts, is excessively keen- The roads are 
literally blocked with long strings of the arabas of the 
fugitives, intermingled with the very numerous army trans. 
port waggons going to and from the theatre of operations. 
Many a poor wanderer has no other than summer attire, 
whilst half-naked children lie ensconced amongst the slender 
stock of household stores which ivith them form the contents of 
the lumbering vehicle. Droves of cattle, flocks of sheep and 
goats, add to the encamberment of the way. The distress, 
everywhere apparent, will add greatly to the embarrassment 
of the Ottoman exchequer, already sufficiently tasked to find 
the means of paying the inevitable current expenses of this 
costly war. Tatar Bazardjik was crowded with such fugitives 
who could find shelter within it. Across the mountains and 
along the apparently endless plain in which Sofia is situated, 
the stream coming against one was still stronger as the alarm 
appeared to be extending, every one evidently fearing that 
the fall of Plevna, and the consequent outpouring of the 
marauding and dreaded Cossacks was of imminent proba- 
bility. 

Scarcely a Bulgarian family was to be met with, however, 
amongst them, the danger spreading amongst the 3foham- 
medan inhabitants alone — at all events for the moment. 

The streets of this town, in itself perhaps the filthiest in 
European Turkey — and rendered still moro so by the con. 
trust caused by a spasmodic attempt at a building mania 
which set in three years since, when it was expected to 
become a second Wolvexton, on Baron Hirsch’s partially 
formed and now abandoned railway — aro so crowded with 
fugitives, with soldiers, on and off duty, sick and conva- 
lescent, Jews and Bulgarians in every variety of costnme, 
that locomotion is a matter of gmvo difficnlfy. All around 
in the fields tho fugitives are encamped, especially nearest the 
outlying villages, where a temporary halt is mndovitli the 
object of resting tbo animals, and giving time for their 
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o-\vncrs <o conic io n (lecipion wJuilici* In bcnrl ilicir -wnyworn 
step?. AVhat' i.s ultimately to biviunc of them no om; can 
fore.see. Never ^va.s a "war in which so much misery has hecn 
occasioned, and ruin so widespread and hopeless. Despond- 
ency may well 1 h' traced on every face, for if Hnssin is 
snccc.ssful, the homes of thefnidtives will see them no more. 
A fresh phase of the war is juvstmted hy the roa^ipcarance of 
Arehemet Ali on the secne. Do has been hnrryine: np from 
llosnia, ^Yhere he had .*-earcely arrived ere he was recalled to 
occupy the most important post in the power of the Govern- 
ment to bestow. 

Some of In's troop.s have andved wit)} )}i}n. Imt the inajorify 
liavo crossed the dlalkans withoni enterin'r th(' town, and 
some nowly-fonnod Albanian battalions have jnst opjiorttuiely 
licen sent to the fnonl also. Snpi’ento efforts aiv heinj' ninde 
to form a snflieient army to contend with any force the 
be.sicgor.s can bring against it. As yet, but. little nrlillery 
has arrived, and the ntvonal at CoTisiantiiiojilo will hav(! to 
be liberally dnimi upon for the necessary snjijily, before the 
arrival of which it; seems doubtful if a jiitclied battle can 
take place, as the .superiority of the enemy in that, ai-m is too 
well known. 

Mcbemet Ali has taken up his (piarter.s in a fmc house just 
built by the chief banker in the jilacc. He has woi-k enough 
suddenly imposed upon him, but appeal's perfectly at his ease, 
and capable of the task of oi’gani/dng the troop.s lie i.s to 
command. The ra.ajorlty of the inhabitants, ns is well Icnown, 
are Bulgarians, the Greeks and Jews foi-ming a con.sidorabic 
addition, whilst the Turks are in a minority. Tho Greeks do 
not scruple to state their belief that Plevna cannot hold out 
many days ; but I do not find this feeling prevalent in any 
other quarter, 

Ghazi Osman is not likely to smu'endcr whilst a hopo remains 
of outside aid; but Mebemet AH has yet to pi’ovo his 
capability as a general in circumstances rarely paralleled 
in history, called upon suddenly to reliovo' a liesioged army 
surrounded by at least double its numbers, both in troops 
and artillery, and he himself uuth merely tho nucleus of an 
army as yet under his command. Unless he is most energeti- 
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callj* supported at Constantinopte, a total and formidable 
ciiango in the aspect of the war will take place before 
Christmas. Chevket Pacha left here before Jlehemet All’s 
arrival for his new post under Eeonf Pacha at Shipka. 
He may there have the opportunity of displaying his 
prowess in a military command, which is certainly better 
suited to him than the task of civil government. 


It will be seen by the three letters following how completely 
the unexpected vigour of General Gourko's advance had 
deranged the plans and dissipated the chances of the army 
of relief 

Headquarters Mehemet All’s Ap.mt Outside Oreakieh, 
November 24<h.— Events are passing rapidly, and ere one can 
chronicle a particular fact of importance, another arises before 
which the previous fact sinks into comparative insignificance. 
The Russians appear to have recovered from their systematic 
want of energy when fortune throws opportunity in their 
way, and since their great successes at Dubnik and Telicho a 
continuous rigorous movement of their largo forces is the 
result Their strategy has cleared the Plevna defile of eveiy 
Turkish soldier, whilst the detour to Etrepol is a master 
stroke, and makes Mehemet Ali’g newly-acquirod command a 
most unenviable one. The repulse at Hovatchin, and the lo-ss 
of two guns of the Russian Imperial Guard, are the only 
gleams of sunshine for the newly-formed army. ./Ul the rest 
is dark and drear, and the fighting of yesterday leaves the 
Turks forced hack within shell reach of their own camp at 
the mouth of the Kamarli or Orkauieh-Sofia Pass, whilst 
their hastily thrown-np entrenchments beyond Orkanieh arc 
not calculated to keep the elated Russians at hay if a lieai-y 
cannonade is made upon them. 

Mehemet Ali must have hoped tho Russians would havorcmatncil 
inactive, and, indeed, from the quiet and ortlerly manner in 
which everything connected -with tho formation of tbo new 
army has been conducted at Sofia, no ono vcnturtHl on a 
contraty opinion. Troops in consideraUo numlcrs Iiavo 
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indeed amyed, and as soon as was practicaWe liave "been 
despatclied np to tlie front. Still, it never entered into tlie 
mind of Tui’ldsli officials tliat any otlier object tlian tlie relief 
of Plevna was by any possibility in view. A formidable 
oSensive movement by tbe Russians seemed impossible, as 
tbey bad tbeir work to do to besiege Ple^^la. These dreams 
are now dissolved, and the fii*st sti’olce of alarm appears to 
have been sounded by the Circassians last night in the little 
tovTi of Orkanieh, plentifully — only too plentifully for Cir- 
cassians — occupied by poor defenceless Bulgarians. I did not 
arrive yesterday until too late to witness the fighting, and 
could only find a poor lodging for myself and horses. In the 
course of the evening, desiring to see some medical friends, I 
ventured into the dark streets, and found their house. 
Whilst conversing with them, we were told that the Circassians 
and Bashi-Bazouks meant mischief, and were believed to be 
on the point of attacking an adjoining house. Off we stai’ted 
and found a shutter which had been forced open ; a guard of 
three men happening by great good luck to be passing, two 
Bashi-Bazouks, armed to the teeth, were discovered with 
some loot in their hands. This they at once had to abandon, 
and were taken off. Hardly was this affair at an end before 
piercing shrieks were heard from a number of female voices, 
proceeding from another house not far distant. On hastily 
repairing, to it, and hammering at the door, no answer was 
returned, but the screaming ceased. A rush to the back was 
suggested and instantly acted upon. Making ourselves known, 
a door was opened, and intense was the relief of some twenty 
poor women and children at our opportune arrival, for a band 
of Circassians were on the point of breaking open the door. 
Placing them under the protection of the guard, we returned 
to our homes. 

At three in the morning we were again alarmed, but this time 
by being awakened by a report that a Russian attack was 
imminent, and we must saddle up and be off instantly. Before 
doing so, however, a message came from one of our • friends 
^ to say there was no immediate cause for the alarm, and the 
remainder of the night was passed by us in peace. Par 
different, however, was it by the unfortunate Bulgarians 



78 


WAR CORRESPOXDEXCII. 


when no rcgnlar troops were quartered upon them. In the 
hospital next morning two young, men and two women, with 
a cliild, were brought in suffering from gunshot wounds 
inflicted by thest? Ecouadiels of Circassians in their congenial 
task of robbing, and far worse, these poor and, for the moment, 
unprotected people. Throughout the whole night wo were 
assured screams could he heard in all directions as their 
diabolical work proceeded. A confirmation soon occurred, for 
at the back of the house in which I remained a great outcry 
was made, and this in broad daylight. This attempt was 
frustrated by onr medical friends and a soldier who accom- 
panied us. All this looks like a sure presage of disaster, and 
gives the keynote to alarm. It was most unfortunate that a 
more numerous guard could not have been spared to counter- 
act the machinations of these ruJQBans. 

Sunday, Novemher 2CtA. — ^During the whole of last night the 
Turkish troops were engaged in quietly retiring from their 
positions in the new trenches beyond Orkanieh. Those quar- 
tered iu the town were also withdrawn, and the Bulgarians 
were left without protection. Rather than remain liable to 
be driven out by the army on both sides at any moment, and 
also to the more terrible danger of prowling Circassians, they 
would do well to sacrifice their homes and go off in a body to 
the more sympathizing enemy. Certainly their fate is as hard 
and bitter as any in this unparalleled war. 

Kamarli Camp, Top of the Pass, Sunday Evening. — I have 
ridden up here to hear tidings and send telegrams, and find 
material enough and to spare. Etropol, too, abandoned, 
and the heights near this camp crowded with the remains 
of the sis battalions who so gallantly defended thomselves 
against such a numerically formidable enemy for tlircd long 
days, and at last compelled to beat a retreat, although 
without the loss of one of their six guns. Another jass, 
too, gone. Kcinforcements need be arriving or they wiW he 
too* late, and this pass, leading from deserted Orkanicli to 
much-coveted Sofia, may also ho held by the enemy. IVhnt is 
then to follow? Bad weather is at hand; a heavy snow 
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storm -will give a few days of grace, and may prove invaluable 
to tbe Osmanli. 

+ Headquarters or G-eeeral G-oureo, Etropol, ie the Balkars, 
Beceviber Bth . — ^Tbns far tbe Balkan campaign bas been a 
succession of ^alternating flank movements wbicb, one after 
tbe other, bave tnmed tbe Turkisb positions with little loss 
of life, tbe success depending in every case more on tbe 
muscle and tbe endui’ance of tbe soldiers tban on tbcir fight- 
ing qualities. Tbe first pause of any considerable length 
since we left Dobiy Dubnilc bas been made here at Etropol, 
and we delay here with good reason, because the operations 
asrainst tbe defences of tbe Baba Konak Pass are much more 
serious, and require a great deal more time than any yet 
undertaken. 

Tbe Turkisb position is in full sight of Etropol, but tbe 
topography of tbe mountains is so complex and tbe position 
so situated that it is difficult to make clear to tbe reader tbe 
plan of tbe territory it commands, and by which it is ap- 
proached, without a drawing in detail. It will, however, be 
easily understood that tbe Turks occupy tbe highest peak 
near tbe summit of tbe Pass, to tbe east of it, a point over 
4,000 feet above tbe sea level, and that as long as they bold 
this commanding height they prevent any advance along 
tbe Sofia road, tbe only way leading across the mountains 
which is practicable for wheels. Tbe Tm’ks fortified this 
height long ago, and, of course, after tbe occupation of tbe 
Pravca Pass and Etropol by General Goui'ko’s army, they 
concentrated all their troops and artillery near this point. 
Their withdrawal from their first positions was so hasty, 
and bad so much tbe appearance of a panic, that it could 
not bave been premeditated. They bave been fairly out- 
manoeuvred, and they bave found tbe Russians a much more 
enterprising enemy tban they expected to meet. Etropol was 
evacuated in tbe night, and tbe two tabors which were 
stationed here retreated, as I bave described in a telegram, 
up tbe west branch of tbe Mali Isker to tbe mountain where 
they now bold tbe fortified position. Two or three squadrons 
of Hussars were sent in pursuit of tbe enemy as soon as, it 
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was discovered that they were retreating, and the flight soon 
hecamo a rout, the way being blocked with broken carts, 
munitions, and supplies, and when the moontain was reached 
the larger part of the train was left behind, with a great 
many Lead of cattle. 

The advance guard of the Hussars consisted of only eight men, 
•r-Lo rode up the mountain path with all the spirit and bold- 
ness of 800, and cheered and blew the bugle, and skirmished 
so cleverly with the rear-guard of the Turks, that the latter 
believed the woods were fall of cavalry. The rocky 
mountain sides gave back multiplied echoes of the victorious 
cheers, and magnified in the ears of the retreating enemy the 
sonnd of the voices of eight men into the hurrah of as many 
squadrons. The eight kept up the game until they found 
that they had to handle two tabors, and then one of them 
went back for reinforcements, and a squadron and a half was 
sent up, including in its number several buglers. 

The first move was to scatter the buglers all along the line, and 
they sounded the calls from a dozen different points at once, 
giving all the effect of aveiy large force, which the friendly echo 
magnified again, and the woods seemed swarming with men. 
Thus the farce went on for hours, and the Hussars hunted 
the Turks fairly into the entrenchments, and then stopped 
and held the advance post within a half rifle shot of the 
muzzles of the Turkish guns. This was at the point wlicro 
General Rauch’s position now is, the left flank of the line. 
The road by which the retreat was made had been a short 
time previously hastily cut through the forest of beech and 
birch trees, mth no attempt at grading, or even at clearing 
it of rocks; and consequently it was almost impassable at 
several points, and at the best only a track of the roughest 
kind. The summit where the Turkish earthworks are is 
approached from the east and from the north by two distinct 
ridges of mountains or groat hills, which are separated from 
each other and from the adjacent heights by deep ravine^, 
through which tumble and rush little torrents a couple of 
yards wide at the most, hut deep down in rocky gor^s which 
can be crossed ot only few points. Tlicso two ridges nro 
composed of a number of peaks piled one upon another in 
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an ascending scale, like a gigantic staircase mnding up to 
the. dominating snmmit. They are covered Avith a thick 
growth of deciduous trees, chiefly birch and beech, often 
of great diameter and very tall, completely concealing the 
surface of the earth, except where great grey moss-covered 
limestone ledges crop out and make huge scars on the brown 
mountain flanks. The road above spoken of follows from 
Etropol the little stream named on the Austrian map Snhar 
River, which it crosses in several places, and is evidently an 
old cart track, by which in winter wood has been brought 
from the mountains. At the foot of the eastern ridge begins 
the path cut by the Turks, and it winds up one steep 
declivity after another, and along the connecting shoulders 
of the peaks until it reaches the smooth, treeless snmmit. 

On the northern ridge the Russians made use of an old cart 
track, and took advantage of favourable openings in the 
trees and even ground among the rocks to mark out a path 
to the top of this ridge, terminating in the lowest elevation 
of the great summit, which, although appearing fi’om below 
a continuous rounded surface, is in reality triple, and two of 
the knolls, the highest, are occupied by the Turkish earth- 
works. The placing of the cannon on these ridges near 
enough to the enemy to be effective was of course a most 
difficult and laborious task. The caissons were from the 
first discarded, it having been proved on General Rauch’s 
late mountain march that cannon can be dragged with com- 
parative ease where caissons cannot be moved at all. 

The Bulgarians were all assembled, to the number of two 
hundred, with fifteen or twenty yoke of oxen, and buffaloes. 
Eour pairs of cattle were attached to each limber by a stout 
rope, and in front of the cattle a hundred men or more lay 
hold of the line, which was provided with breast straps like 
the tow-line of a canal boat. With this large team of cattle 
and strong force of men the nine-pounders were slowly but 
surely dragged up the path, a score of stout fellows at each 
wheel, and a dozen flourishing whips and yelling at the 
oxen. The Bulgarians had a cannon all to themselves, and 
it was amusing enough to notice the pride they took in their 
task. They crowded upon the rope as many as could put 
VOL. II. G 
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tlieir hands to it, pushed the wheels and the limber.box, lif 
the muzzle of the piec^ and braced up on the axletr* 
Those who could find no place to come near the rope, 
cattle, or the cannon, took sticks and pushed in between : 
crowd, contented if they conld only touch the brass or r 
their stick on the tire of tbe wheel. Such a yelling a 
singing and shouting as there was ! The little cattle, be 
deep in the mud, floundered along half wild in the midst 
the crazy multitude, that showered upon them blows a 
kicks, and pushed and pulled them about. There was re 
little unity in the Bulgarian efforts, but they were effeoti 
notwithstanding, and their cannon, which probably seem 
to them like a great plaything, for they had only looked up 
the shining bronze from a distance before, crawled slow 
up, tilting and jolting and twisting along over tho boulde; 
and through the pools o£ knee-deep mud and snow to 
Babel of shrieks and shonts. The soldiers, a little jealo 
of the “Bratoushka” — this term, which is continually a 
plied by the Bulgarians to the Russians, being an nffoctiona 
diminutire of “ brother,” is now m general nse among tl 
soldiers to signify “ Bulgarian ” — did their best to bring r 
the cannon in mditaiy order, singing and hauling liko sailor 
at the braces They were doabtloss a little piqued at boin 
employed in the same task as the natives, whom the 
naturally enough consider a step below the wearers of th 
uniform. I heard them discussing the propriety of trust 
ing the precious pieces in tho hands of tho Bulgarian* 
and criticizing sererely tho manner in which they wer 
brought up. 

It is a hard climb of three hours from tho valley to tho positioi 
of General Doudcvillo on tho right flank, and it took fron 
thirty-six to forty-eight hours to drag the cannon op th' 
path. It is no wonder that it took so long; it is onij 
astonishing that they were Iiauled up at all, for I doubt ii 
cannon woro over taken over more cUflicnlt ground. Once n| 
there they were placed in tho very face of the enemy, at sncli 
short range that tho fionnd of tho Turkish guns and the 
■whizz and bursting of the shell close at hand are almost 
simultaneous. From this position tho view is very extended. 
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talcing in tlie plain of Orlcanieli and a great part of tlie 
Baba Konalc Pass, tbe guns carrying donm into tbe redoubts 
near Ai’aba Konalc, tlie snnunit of tbe Pass. It is not an 
agreeable place to study tbe landscape, for tbe Turks sboot 
very -well -witb tbeir Krupp guns, and a single borseman or 
a group of three or four people on foot, is sure to attract a 
shell, but it is tbe only point whence a good idea of tbe 
positions on both sides can be gained. Tbe large Turkish 
redoubt, part of which was taken and lost on tbe 29tb of 
Kovember, stands just at the “a” of tbe word “G-revta” 
on tbe Austrian map — tbe name of this height is, by tbe 
way, Sbaldonik. Prom here there is a line of five redoubts 
extending in a south-westerly direction to tbe cbaussee, tbe 
last one a finely-constructed square earthwork witb a raised 
central battery, standing just north of Araba Konalc, be- 
tiveen tbe point marked on tbe map as tbe village or station 
Araba Konak and tbe word “ Dermente.” General Rauch’s 
position may be found on tbe map about a quarter of an 
inch north-east of tbe “ a ” in “ Grevta,” and from here tbe 
line runs along parallel witb this word. General Bonde- 
viUe’s position to as far as tbe “ e ” then extends down tbe 
irregular ridge to tbe cbaussee, which it crosses just north of 
and parallel witb tbe word “ Dermente,” and meets tbe ex- 
treme right. Count Scbouvaloff’s position, near tbe words 
“ Baba Konak.” Tbe summit of tbe pass is about 1,600 feet 
lower than tbe great Turkish redoubt, and beside tbe square 

, earthwork there tbe Turks are building another opposite, on 
tbe other side of tbe road, and tbe work goes on in spite of 
tbe Russian shrapnel. I have referred to tbe positions on 
tbe Austrian map, for that gives tbe best idea of tbe situa- 
tion. As this map was not made by actual survey, but tbe 
mountains were only sketched in from a few fixed points 
which were taken by actual measurement, tbe conformation 
of tbe mountains is quite incorrect. 

Tbe Turkish position is on tbe watershed of tbe range, but, as 
I have traced it on tbe map, this watershed should be further 
south, or tbe bills south of it lower and nearer. There are 
other mistakes in tbe courses of tbe rivers which are too 
complicated to explain. One may ride along from tbe right 

G 2 
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to tlio loft flank. It is onl_y a few kilometres, bnt the ront{ 
is commanded the whole way by the rifles of the Turkisl 
pickets, and having once passed over the road, I never cart 
to repeat the trip. Tho outposts and skirmish line on the 
left are so near the Turks that it seems marvellons that so fetv 
men are hit; the cannon there on the second plateau, and 
those on the lower knoll of the summit, the natural bastion 
of the Turkish position, and one which they made a grave 
mistake in yielding, -are only 650 yards from the smoke- 
blachened embrasures of the great redoubt, and volleys of 
shrapnel are thrown into it with perfect precision; while 
the Turks, on their side, reply with a spiteful irregularity, 
sometimes dropping a shill into the soldiers’ soup, sometimes 
cutting down enough fuel to cook dinner with, in unpleasant 
prozinuty to the path. 

It is interesting to enter these monntaiu bivouacs, miles away 
from a village and from -supplies, far up among the clouds, 
which at this season drift along between the peaks, fre* 
qaently veiling the whole landscape, and drawing a dense 
curtain of mist between the hostile lines. It is a little 
world in itself, a camp among the trees hero. Pires nro 
blazing on every side; the soldiers have rigged up their 
shelter tents between the smooth, straight, beech trunks, and 
have their garments all hung about to dry ; there is a con- 
tinuous musical ring of axes and sabres cutting fuel, only 
interrupted by the infernal whizz and angry crack of 
Turkish shells ; rifles are stacked in long irregular lines, or 
are clustered about the largo trees ; and crowds of soldiers 
are gathered about tho kitchens or busied '^ritli tho details 
of their simple toilettes. Some of tho bivouacs nro con- 
tinnally exposed to rifle-firo ; not that they are in sight of 
the Turkish lines, but the bullets that go over tho crest of 
the hill and graze tho earthworks come dropping into the 
bivouac in tho roar, chipping tho trees and wounding men 
and horses. They are not spent bullets either, for they will 
go through a thrco-inch sapling, and then stick in a tiro 
beyond. The soldiers in their bivonocs dig great holes in the 
ground, pitch their tents over them, and then pile tho earth 
and sods up on tho side towards tho enemy, so they have a 
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•very good slielter at all times. Eires are also iDuilt in little 
earthworks, for no one likes to- have a live bullet in bis 
kitchen, and whenever there is a fusillade nearly every man 
is in cover. The shells and shrapnel come in, but the men 
. take the risk of these projectiles, and attempt no defence 
against them. A thin cloud of blue smoke from the fires 
rises out of the tree tops, drifting away to leeward, and 
marking exactly where the bivouac is placed,, both, to the 
eyes of friends away back in the -to-wn, and to the sharp sight 
of the enemy near at hand. Thus one may see how closely 
together lie the two armies on the mountain tops. 

Erom below, in the valley, all day long, and even through the 
night, toils up the rough path a procession of soldiers and 
Bulgarians, bearing ^powder and shells, and a long train of 
pack-horses,, laden -^vith provisions and fodder. The Cossack 
stations on the way are comfortable little camps, where hay, 
although broughk-ph horseback for miles, is stacked, in abun- 
dance, and the cooking seems -fco be continually going on. 
Here the soldier, panting from the exertion of the steep 
ascent, pauses to take breath and to have a chat near the 
fire. When the snow covered the ground the picturesque- 
ness of the mountain bivouacs was without parallel. The 
tree trunks came out sharply with their deep grey colour 
against the pure white, and every figaire was in distinct 
silhouette, blow, the grey overcoats of the soldiers har- 
monize exactly with the colours of the carpet of dead leaves, 
and it is diflficult to distinguish the men from the ground 
they lie on. In the snow, too, was written more plainly than 
with words, the history of the movements of each man in 
the skirmish line. One could follow every step of the 
advance of the Russians as they drove the Turks from tree 
to tree upon the open summit, and mark jnst where each 
soldier songht shelter — the means he took to get nearer the 
enemy ; and one could even judge accurately the state of the 
soldier’s mind as he dodged from tree to tree, whether he 
was reckless or cautious, enterprising or timid. The tracks 
of the Russian boots followed up the prints of the Turkish 
moccassins, just as one finds in the freshly-fallen snow in the 
country the track of a cat follo'udng the trail of a bird as 



8G 


TVAB COERESPOXDE^'CE. 


t goes from busli to Imsli ia tlie garden, and then a fe- 
feathers and a drop or two of blood, which marks dij 
tinctly where the prey was taken. Pink stains on the whit 
ground among the trees on the monntain were only too elc 
qnent, and here and there a pool of blood, that had flowe< 
warm and melted the snow in a dark red spot, showed when 
men had heen hit hard, and the impression of the bodie: 
whore they fell, the tracks of the comrades who came tc 
carry them away — all was there, nnmistakahly, even toe 
plainly legible. The Turkish dead, stripped by their friends 
for the ragged woollen clothes they wore, lay nearly naked 
on the spot where they had fallen, their bare legs and arms 
half buried in the snow, the ghastly spectacle all the more 
impressive in the csmel cold, and the desolate landscape. 
Nothing in all the previous battles of the war which I have 
yet seen moved me half as much as the sights of a short 
hour on the mountain the afternoon of the attack, capture, 
and final surrender again of the redoubt on the summit. 
Althbugh I arrived only jnst before the close of the nffnir, 
the whole history of the series of sharp skirmish fights that 
led up to it, and the complete sequel of the encounter, was 
put before me by the silent testimony of the snow, more 
vividly and more impressively than if I had been with tho 
men who did tho work, for there was nothing to distract tho 
attention from tho awful aspect of tho scene, and without 
the excitement of the fight I could contemplate at leisure 
the illustrated history of it, printed with photographic 
accuracy on the fresh snow. The knowledge that almost 
within reach lay wounded men on tho bleak knoll, sure to bo 
massacred when tho Tapidly-approaching darkness foil full 
upon tho monntain, became a torture, os tho icy rind drove 
the storm clouds across the peaks, and began to whirl the 
litrht snow, and tho strong and unharmed began to sufTcr 
from tho cold in tho cheerless bivouac. I aftenvards Icarnri 
that every man who fell in tho retreat dorni the monntain 
was murdered by the enemy during tho long night 
followed, so that our misgivings ns to their fate were not 
without full found.-itioD. Tlio majestic solemnity of the 
mountain scenery; tho arinl mystery of (ho wild forr'stj 
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tlie cold, tlic snoA\', and the dl•i^^ng mist ; tlio freslily 
■wounded and tlio dead in tlic snoAV close by ; the living -wlio 
■were telling tlio story of the figlit -with tlicir rifles still liot 
in tbeir bands — these Avere surroundings to make one realize 
the full extent of tlio liorrors of tlic Avar in ilio mountains, 
and I ncA'cr care to repeat tlio experience of that niglit in 
tlie bivouac. 

Of course, it vi-as impossible to bring tlie ambulances an^mdicrc 
near tbe scene of action, so CA'ciy Avonnded man avIio could 
not drag bimsclf doAA*n bad to be lifted on a streteber from 
rock to rock for foiu’ long miles to tbe first bospiia Isiation. 
From berc tbe next day tbe Avounded Avore carried in tbe 
springless country carts still furtber to tbe rear. Tlio diffi- 
culties of transport are so gi*eat tliat probably a large pro- 
portion of tbe Avonnded men die before they reach the 
hospital camps in Ronmania. It is a journey of nearly tAvo 
■weeks from here to Sunnitza, and the cold and AA'et, tbe 
jolting of tbe Avaggon, and tbe constrained position aa'ouM 
try tbe endurance of a man Avbo Avas Avbole and Avell. To be 
AA’'Ounded near tbe enemy is sure death, and any severely 
hurt soldier who escapes this fate is fortunate if be surAuves 
tbe suffeiangs of tbe journey to tbe hospitals. Tbe doctors 
say that tbe AVounded have more to fear from tbe transport 
than from tbeir Avounds ; and although every effort is made 
to keep them strong and healthy by providing them Avitb 
plenty of food, a delay on tbe road Avill often cause a gi’eat 
deal of suffering from want of supplies. There has lately 
aiuived to this army a train of new ambulance transports, 
neatly covered and draAvn by fr’esb, AA’^ell-fed horses. Tbe 
carts are without springs, but are much more spacious than 
any I have seen before ; they are provided also with some- 
thing like a swinging bed, so they can cany two men below 
and- two above. One great need in tbe transport of tbe 
wounded is an escort of nurses of sufficient number to care 
properly for tbe helpless men. I have never yet seen a train 
of wounded so provided, and although I have no accurate 
information as to tbe proportion of surgeons to soldiers in 
tbe Russian army, I doubt very much if it be more than one 
to forty or fifty. The experience of other nations has shown 
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that double this proportion is none too great for all the exi- 
gencies of active warfare, and it is evident that in a war like 
the present one there is great need of an nncommonlj^ large 
Corps of surgeons. 

I have left my story of the bivouac on the mountain to speak 
of the wounded and their fate, for at the time I coald not 
hut reflect on the future sufferings of those who were already 
tortured by painful wounds, as they dragged themselves 
down through the snow that evening toward the distant 
ambulance. Some were assisted on the road by their com- 
rades, some bravely struggled along alone, and some lay 
motionless on the stretchers, and were lifted down with 
great toil. Wet and cold, exhausted and wounded as they 
were, I did not hear a complaint or a groan, although their 
faces often bore witness to intense pain and increasing weak, 
ness. They had patiently marched along the rough and 
muddy valley road during the night, they had patiently 
clambered up the steep mountain side, and, weary and hungiyj 
they had assaulted and taken a redoubt, and now with the 
same heroic patience they bore the pain and the torriblo 
weakness without a word. Volumes could not do justice to 
their devotion and their heroism. That night the clouds 
gathered, and plentiful rain fell, melting the snow, and con- 
verting every path into a torrent of muddy water By day- 
light the story written in the snow was washed away, and 
nothing remained hut the Turkish dead now lying on a bed 
of wet leaves, and a few blood-stained mgs strewn along the 
path. 

When I came down from the mountain in early morning the 
last wounded man had been cared for, and as I rode hack to 
Etropol I met the carts coming to carry the woundc<l away. 
At Etropol one has little idea of what is passing in the 
mountains. All day and night wo hear the echoes of tho 
cannonade sounding in tho ravines, anti now and thou tho 
dull roll of a fusillade of brief duration comes down throaph 
the still air, audible above the rattle of tho cart.s on the 
pavement, or the clatter of horses* feet on tho bridges. Vi c 
are within rifle-shot almost of tho positions, and are to nlj 
intents as far from tho battle ns at Bucharest. Xo woandnl 
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men are seen in tlie streets ; there is no hurrying of troops, 
or rapid movements of artillery. Once in a while a Cossack 
came clattering in with a despatch, or a general passes with 
a small suite ; hut the occupations here are leisurely .and 
peaceful. The Bulgarians gather in crowds at the corners 
of' the narrow streets, and keep up an animated dis- 
cussion; the girls — and very pretty ones too — dressed in 
their simple costume of a scanty rohe with long sleeves and 
open neck, hound to the waist hy a hroad helt of square 
links of chased silver, their arms loaded with heavy silver 
bracelets, their necks hidden hy chains of yellow, red, and 
green glass heads, and their heads enveloped in a dark- 
coloured handkerchief that falls down the hack, every even- 
ing promenade down to the fountain with their water jugs, 
so coquettishly dressed for the occasion, and with such a 
conscious air, that one sees at once that they are parading a 
little before the handsome hussars in red-jackets all covered 
with cord and braid. The Turks carried away with them 
all the richest citizens and the priests, so we have not the 
society of the most influential peoj)le of the town. Of the 
12,000 inhabitants there are probably not over 2,000 here 
now, and these are mostly the poor people who either were 
unable to flee or were hidden at the time of the evacuation. 
Not one of the Turkish citizens remained, and, judging from 
the great number of deserted dwellings and empty shops 
they must have been in the majority, and the most active 
part of the population. One or two Bulgarian shops have 
opened and are doing a lively business in “ dry goods ” and 
tobacco, but it is impossible to obtain at any price sugar, tea, 
coffee, chocolate, candles, paper, or, indeed, any of the like 
luxuries of life. The sugar famine is sometimes very severe 
and of long duration. There- are no sutlers here, the one 
enterprising Jew who found his way thus far having sold out 
at quadruple prices every ounce of his load, even to the last 
sheet of ■nuapping paper. There is plenty of butter, milk, 
fi’esh meat, and black bread, and a great supply of forage in 
the valley. 

I have frequently alluded to the difference between the Bulga- 
rian of the Balkans and the Bulgarian of the territory near 
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into their final positions and proceeded to establish himself a 
once, paraJiel to his line of offence along" the adjacent moun 
tain tops. The commanding point of the Turkish position i 
the highest peak of the watershed, about three miles east c 
the summit of the Pass,, the largest redoubt occupjmg a poin 
marked on tbe Austrian map as Griota. The line runs fron 
here south-west to the highest point of the Pass, just abort 
the baiting station called Araba Konak, and is held bj" foni 
earthworks Between the road and the great redoubt aud 
the two earthworks west of the Pass, two ridges lead up to the 
Turkish position from the north, and General Bauch estab- 
lished himself on the ridge to the east, while General Bonde- 
rille immediatelj- occupied the other. Both joined their 
summits to the shoulders of tbe dominant peak, and oven 
one part of this peak, the smaller of the three elevations 
which compose it, and which was debatable ground at the 
time of the attack on tbe earthwork described in my last 
telegram, has been seized by the Russians, and cannon planted 
there within half range of the great redoubt. General Don- 
deville occupies the line of heights parallel nuth the enemy’s 
line, as far west as the precipitons descent, three kilometres 
from the summit of the Pass. Then the line turns north-west 
to the road, which it crt«.se3 to join that held by Count 
Schouraloff on the opposite ridge. Several batteries of nine- 
pounders have been placed in position along the BnSRian 
line, and cannonade the enemy’s works almost continuously. 
General Bauch, whose gnns are within 660 yards of the great 
redoubt, throws shrapnel alone. 

[he difficulties of bringing heavy pieces up the rough monnt.'iln 
paths, at the best scarcely practicable for horsemen, were 
overcome only by great energy and the severest toil. It is 
impossible to render full justice to the condition of tlicRO 
paths, gullied by torrents of mod and water, paved with looRO 
boulders and slippery ledges, and mounting in zig-zags often 
at an angle of 45 degrees. Four yoke of cattle, and from 
150 to 200 men to thogan, were occupied two days and nights 
in making tho ascent. TJio caissons have to l)o left in the 
valley, and the ammunition is brought up by hand, 200 or 
300 Bulgarians being employed in this work. The provnimeo 


schoutaloff’s battery. 


93 


of clotids, wMcIl frequently coYer tlie mountains witli a cMll, 
impenetrable mist, makes bivouacs bebind the lines anything 
but comfortable. 1^'evertbeless, drenching vapour is prefer- 
able to the bullets and shells which fall into the camps when- 
ever the air is clear enough to permit the enemy to see the 
low mines of entrenchments nithin half range of their rifles. 

The Turks appear to have butflfteengunsin position — less than 
half the number mounted by the Russians, and of much 
smaller calibre. They work their guns remarkably well. 
Except the attack on the great redoubt, described in my last 
despatch, there has been but one engagement between the 
infantry, and that was fought on the 3rd instant, at Count 
Schouvalofl ’s position, west of the road. The Russian line 
here is so situated that it commands Araba Konak, but at the 
same time does not occupy the highest point of the ridge. 

The Turks began demonstrations on the day mentioned from 
two camps near the Araba Konak eartlrworks, about eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon, having meanwhile sent a strong 
detachment around behind the mountain that dominates the 
Russian right. This detachment shortly after appeared on 
the ci’est of the mountain, and charged in solid lines against 
the Russian sharpshooters, who were, by some strange neg- 
ligence, not intrenched. Count Schouvaloff had six guns 
planted on the highest point of his position, and the Turks 
came so near that he sent volleys of shrapnel into the solid 
masses with the greatest effect, causing them to break and 
scatter, but still they advanced with the cry of “ Allah ! ” 
“ Allah ! ” which was repeated by those in the camps all along 
the line, evidently to encourage the attack and to give the 
impression of great numbers. On they came within pistol- 
shot of the Russians, facing the staggering volleys from the 
Berdans and showers of shrapnel. Row they were so near 
the guns that those who were watching the fight from 
Ceneral Dondeville’s batteries believed the pieces were taken ; 
but the charging lines were seen to melt away and stream 
backward donm the slope, and the first fierce attack was 
repulsed. 

Again and again they assaulted with the same desperation. The 
cannon were worked so quickly that five out of the six 
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became lieated and unserviceable, and there n-as no -water for 
the sponges. The anxious spectators on the opposite crests, 
unable to render assistance, believed the day -was lost, -n-hen 
the hot cannonade tumbled down to sullen reports from a 
single gun, and the lines threw themselves against the very 
bayonets of the defenders of the ridge, with the cry of 
“Allah!” “Allah!” and the impetnons rush; but every 
time they came np they soon broke and retreated, falling by 
hundreds, while they were running back down the slope, and 
leaving at the close of the day when they repeated the attempt 
to break the Russian lines, the mountain literally black with 
dead and wounded 

The Turks had a force variously estimated at from ten to twenty 
tabors. Prisoners report that one thousand three hundred 
men were hors de combat, including one Pacha and two 
colonels. Count Schouvaloff held his line with two battalions 
of the Moskovisky Regiment, and a small detachment of the 
tiradlenrs of her Majesty the Empress. The Russian loss 
was about three hundred. 

The attack was renewed again in the morning, but reinforce* 
menta bad come up to the Russians, and the assault was not 
kept up long. Since that time both lines have entrenched, 
and are not over five hnndrcd paces apart, conversation and 
the noise of men working being distinctly audible across the 
interval. 

The situation hero is at the date of -57111311" ns I h.avo describe*!. 
All forward movements havo stopped, and it is impossible to 
predict when the next advance -will bo made. Tho Turks still 
occupy Lutakova, a town at tho base of tho mountains west 
of Orkanieh, and it is known that they arc in force m tho 
mountains there. I belicvo tho cause of tho chock in f/io 
advance may bo tracwl, not so much to tlio fact that the 
Turks havo very good positions, and defen*! fliem with energy 
and skill, but to tho probable hesitation on tho part of tlio 
generals to use tho Guard ns they would like. TJio great 
^onbt was once occupied, and conld bavo Iwn lidd if tlio 
attack had been supported ; and I do not think I am mi'><ak*-n 
in declaring that, with a loss of one tJjousand to one tlion««nd 
five hundr°ca men, tho Turkish position could havo Lctn 
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carried "bj' assault at anj* well-clioscn hour during the past 
weelc. From the caution and dolihoration wliich niai-lc everj 
movement, it is presumable that General Gourlco has not 
complete fTCcdom of action, but is entrusted with the chosen 
ti-oops on the condition that ho confines the losses to the 
lowest possible percentage. 

If there be anything to criticize in the campaign so successfully 
begun, and so interesting in manamvres, it. is the delay.s, 
which result, I am sure, from unwilliTigness to sncrilice men, 
even when a great loss of life at present would be a saving in 
the futxirc. 

From all that can bo learned from prisoners and deserters, the 
condition of the Turkish troops is terrible. The stories of 
the sufferings fi-om cold all agree, and the njxpcarnnco of the 
men who come through the lines corroborates these statements 
in every respect. There have been yet no indications of a 
great force being opposed to G 01101*01 Gourlco. It is probably 
not over thirty tabors, part of which have come from Shipka. 
As the weather grows colder, the desertions from the Turkish 
force I’apidly increase, and those who come into the Russian 
lines form probably but a small proportion of those who leave 
the ranks. 

In regard to the state of affairs at Sofia, it is reported that the 
inhabitants are leaving the city, fearing the apjiroach of the 
Russians. It is well known that the gi*eat mass of the Turkish 
sick and wounded are assembled there, and that tyjihus is 
raging. The weather in the Balkans has been for some days 
rainy, -with the thei’mometer almost down to freezing point ; 
and at this date there are no signs of the clearing of the storm, 
which is not violent, but intei’mittent. The earth in this region 
is not so soft and rich as that in the vicinity of Plevna, 
and the rain does not so quickly make the roads impassable. 
The road is in good condition. Orkanieh was the market- 
town of this region. There was the Kaimakan, and this was 
the centre of trade and local government. It counted, per- 
haps, fifteen thousand inhabitants, and has a great many large 
and commodious public buildings. Between the Turks and 
the Russians ifc has fared badly, a large number of houses 
having been burned by both parties. The great bazaar is now 
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Lccamo heated and unserviceable, and there was no water for 
the sponges. The anxious spectators on the opposite crests, 
unable to render assistance, believed the day was lost when 
the hot cannonade tanaWed down to sallen reports from a 
single gun, and the lines threw themselves against the very 
bayonets of the defenders of the ridge, with the cry of 
‘'Allah!” “Allah!” and the impetuous rush; but every 
time they came up they soon broke and retreated, falling by 
hundreds, while they were running back dou-n the slope, and 
leaving at the close of the day when they repeated the attempt 
to break the Russian lines, the mountain literally black with 
dead and wounded. 

The Turks had a force variously estimatfd at from ten to twenty 
tabors. Prisoners report that one thousand three hundred 
men were hors de comhal, inclnding one Pacha and two 
colonels. Count Schouvaloff held his line with two battalions 
of the Moskovisky Regiment, and a small detachment of the 
tirailleurs of her Llajesty the Empress. The Russian loss 
was about three hundred. 

The attack was renewed again in the morning, but reinforce- 
ments had come up to the Russians, and the assault was not 
kept up long. Since that time both lines have entrenched, 
and are not over five hundred paces apart, conversation and 
the noise of men working being distinctly audible across the 
interval. 

The situation here is at the dato of writing ns I have described. 

All forward movements Iiavo stoppwl, and it is impossible to 
predict when the next advance will bo made. The Turks still 
occupy Lutakova, a toivn at tho bnso of tho mountains west 
of Orkanieh, and it is knoivn that they nro in force in the 
mountains there. I believo tho causo of tho check in tho 
advance may bo traced, not bo much to the fact that tho 
Tnrks have very good position**, and defend them with energy 
and skill, but to tho probable hesitation on tlio part of tho 
generals to use tho Guard as they would like. Tlio great 
redoubt was once occupietl, and could have been licid if tho 
attack had been supported ; and I do not think I am mi-staken 
in declaring that, with a lass of one thoH.s.and to one thouK.mil 
five huiidj°ea men, tho Turkish position could have l-ecn 
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carried by assault at any ' Tvell-cbosen hour during tbe past 
week. Prom, tbe caution and deliberation wbicb mark every 
movement, it is presumable tbat Greneral Grourko bas not 
complete freedom of action, but is entrusted witb tbe cbosen 
troops on tbe condition tbat be confines tbe losses to tbe 
lowest possible percentage. 

If there be anything to criticize in tbe campaign so successfully 
begun, and so interesting in manoeuvi’es, it is tbe delays, 
wbicb result, I am sure, from unwillingness to sacrifice men, 
even when a great loss of bfe at present would be a saving in 
tbe future. 

Prom all tbat can be learned from pi’isoners and deserters, tbe 
condition of tbe Turkish troops is terrible. Tbe stories of 
tbe sufferings from cold all agree, and tbe appearance of tbe 
men who come through tbe lines corroborates these statements 
in every respect. There have been yet no indications of a 
great force being opposed to General Gourko. It is probably 
not over thirty tabors, part of wbicb have come from Sbipka. 
As tbe weather grows colder, tbe desertions from tbe Turkish 
force rapidly increase, and those who come into tbe Russian 
lines form probably but a small proportion of those who leave 
tbe ranks. 

In regard to tbe state of affair’s at Sofia, it is reported tbat tbe 
inhabitants are leaving tbe city, fearing tbe aj)proacb of tbe 
Russians. It is well known tbat tbe gTeat mass of tbe Turkish 
sick and wounded are assembled there, and tbat typhus is 
raging. Tbe weather in tbe Balkans bas been for some days 
rainy, with tbe tbennometer almost down to freezing j)oint ; 
and at this date there are no signs of tbe clearing of tbe storm, 
wbicb is not violent, but intermittent. Tbe earth in this region 
is not so soft and rich as tbat in tbe vicinity of Plevna, 
and tbe rain does not so quickly make tbe roads impassable. 
Tbe road is in good condition. Orkanieb was tbe market- 
town of this region. There was tbe Kaimakan, and this was 
tbe centre of trade and local government. It counted, joer- 
baps, fifteen thousand inhabitants, and bas a great many largo 
and commodious public buildings. Between tbe Turks and 
the Russians it bas fared badly, a large number of bouses 
having been burned by both parties. Tbe great bazaar is now 
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deserted, and empty ebopa -with broken windon-s and sbattere 
doors sbon- where a short time ago business was conductef 
There are many Bulgarian inhabitants now in the town, ani 
refugees are returning every day. Provisions of all sorts ar 
in abundance, and at Vracesi, close by, there are large store 
of captured Turkish clothing and rations, enough to feed am 
clothe thousands of the natives through the winter months. 

In the following letter we return to the Army of Relief, and 
learn how the campaign was regarded from the Turkish side 

d Headquabters of Mehemet Alt, Kasiarli, Deceinher 3rd 
(AToming ). — The Russians have shown such unwonted 
energy in attack during the critical period, for the Turks, 
consequent upon their Army of Relief being in an inchoate 
state, that more than once Mehemet All’s position has boon 
in extreme jeopardy. It is not too much to say that if tbo 
attempt to carry the highest redoubt on the 29th nit. had 
been made with another battalion, it might have beon 
successful, having regard to the Turkish inferiority of force. 
The result would have been the retreat of the nowly.formed 
army, with consequeuces of transcendent importance to the 
Empire. The attack was well planned, and os bravely carried 
out as repulsed. ^Vith the advantage of their important 
newly-acqnired positions of Etropol, bo inconsiderately 
abandoned by Mustapba Pacha, tbo Russians, marching 
from, there on the rooming of the 28th, appeared on tho 
crest of a chain of mountains running almost parallel ivith 
the Turkish redoubts, six in number, which crownctl the 
summits of a high range of tho Balkans. Tlic«o rotlonbts 
ate at right angles with tho main road lending to Orknnich, 
one of them, tho most westerly, being across the roa*!, tho 
remaining five being thrown up on each ascending peak, tho 
last towering over all, as well ns tho abovo-mentioned ridge, 
at an elevation of upwards of five thousand feet oIjovo tlio 

Descending tho slopes of tho ridge, the Ru-ssians enconnten'd 
no resistance until they reached a ravine clothed wth «oo'l, 
the n-intry aspect of which afforded scant cover to cither 
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ide. Here tlie Turks oprned fire, but were soon diiven out 
In' tlie superior nitnckinir force. The nay bein" now far 
advanced, the enemy bivonnekecl in the wood, the snow 
coverinsr the irround and renderiaer the nieht a hard one for 
the unfortunate soldieiy. At the same time that this advance 
was made. Chakir Pacha's position at the Orkanieh end of 
the pass vrns attacked, and finding- his line of retreat in 
jeopardy, iMehemet Ali ordered him to fall hack np the road 
to efxeet a jnneiion at the camp. This was successfully 
carried out during the whole night, and it forms one of the 
most curious episodes of the war. Hov,- the Russian General 
could have overlooked the probnljiiity of this retirement is a 
mysteiy. The noise of the creaking- and groaning bnllock- 
waggons must have distinctly reached his ear. and yet not 
even a company was sent down the ratune which the road 
through the pass crosses, to cause confusion in the endless 
stream o£ vehicles and crowds of laden animals intermixed 
-with the long aiTay of 'horse artillery. One .stopjiage of the 
narrow way, and the alarm which could so easily have been 
occasioned would have gone far towards giving the Russians 
the victory on the ensuing morning. With wonderful good 
luck, however, Chakir Pacha managed to bring every man 
and gun and all his stores safely to headquarters. 

On the morning of the 29th, a drifting mist hung over the 
mountains, rendering it no easy matter for the Russians to 
find their way to the point to be attacked, viz., the highest 
of the redoubts. With the aid of a couple of guns which 
were drawn np to the ridge the preceding day, and the fire 
of which gave them a cine to the required direction, the 
ascent was commenced over the frozen snow. Zvow and then 
the clouds lifted, to the advantage of both sides. AR thi.s 
time the Turkish artillery was playing on the assailants as 
they came out from the cover given by the undulating 
character of the gi-oxmd. The battery in the gi-and redoubt 
was b-osily engaged in firing upon the two Russian guns 
which were placed mnch below them, hut which, fi-om faulty 
aim, they could never succeed in silencing. The enemy 
continued to advance, notwithstanding the heavy fire to 
which they were exposed, until nothin a couple of hundred 
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jfirds of tlio rcdotibtj "when a, detenamed rush ivas made, 
and several gained a footing at its base. One brave fellow 
climbed up fbe steep earthwork, and leaping on to the 
parapet was shot down at the moment of doing so, A 
tremendous fire met the assailants, whose weakened ranks 
were unsupported, and just as everything depended npon 
their having ample reserves to bring up, the Turks made a 
msh out of the redoubt, and drove the foremost back at the 
point of the bayonet. The descending tide carried dismay 
into the remainder of the advancing column, the retreat had 
to be sonnded, and the day was lost. Six Russian battalions 
were engaged in the attack. 

Great was the relief of ilehemet AH at the result of the day’s 
fighting. Strong reinforcements had just arrived at the very 
moment w'hen fortune looked its blackest for him Ho openly 
declared that had the battle been lost he could not have 
answered for the consequences. Even as it is, his position is 
far from secure. His left flank is somewhat exposed, and 
yesterday a strong reconnaissance was made by the enemy. 
Although easily driven back by a mass of troops whicli, 
through the isolated nature of the attack, could bo brought 
against them, still it became more apparent that the position 
might stand a fair chance of being turned. This (ifonday) 
morning, as I write, an attack has been commenced on the 
above point, and is increasing eveiy moment. I must leave 
off to witness it. Six fresh battalions are to bo seen mai*ch. 
ing up from Sofia. Seldom have troops been more welcome 
to a General. 

C Kajiaeei Pass, Vecemler 5th . — The Turks have succeeded in 
a^ain repelling a well-directed Russian attack, but with 
losses which will doubtlessly officially bo stated as com- 
paratively insignificant, but which in reality e.vcce<led four 
hundred. The most annoying part to a General of such 
real talent as Mehemct Ali, is that at least two-tlnrds^ of 
this loss could have been prevented by bis engineers obeying 
his commands, which were that entrenchments were to have 
been made in advance of his western redoubt, the 
he has at present across the Orkanioh road, on the kit ol 
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liis main position. Throngli tlie negligence of tlie officer 
whose duty it was to have taken the matter in hand, nothing 
was done, and, as a matter of conrse, on Sunday night 
G-eneral Gonrko quietly sent up four guns within a few 
hundred yards of this redoubt, and whilst every one in 
camp was tranquilly taking his last quarter of an hour’s 
sleep we were rudely awakened by most unwelcome missiles. 
By some wonderful good luck, however, two battalions fresh 
from Bosnia, which I had seen arrive the previous night, 
happened to be sent to the left to take up their temporary 
quarters, pending the decision as to where they would be of 
most service. 

Xittle enough rest did these really excellent soldiers obtain, for 
as Monday’s dawn appeared they received their Kamarli bap- 
tism of fire, and were called upon to face the advancing enemy. 
Shell after shell fell among them, but utterly disregarding 
this, they flew to the attack with their customary fierceness', 
and a desperate fight ensued in the wooded ground before 
them. The Turkish batteries nearest the wood operated with 
effect, but unfortunately they were only supported by a couple 
of battalions of Mustaphas, which did not share the enthu- 
siasm of the Bosnians, and thereby rendered the position of 
affairs by no means what might have been anticijjated. 
Mehemet Ali was in the next battery across the road, having 
hurriedly left his tent to see what the alarm was about, and 
personally directed the whole affair. He himself was shelled 
by the Russian batteries on the ridge before him, but never 
flinched, and remained during the greater part of the day 
quietly watching the movements of his troops, and giving 
directions which ultimately secured what may be called a 
victory, but a dear one. The brunt of the fight was certainly 
on the Bosnians, and, almost unsupported, they bore them- 
selves admirably. 

The practice of the Turkish artillery here is decidedly inferior 
to what I witnessed at Shipka, and that of the Russians is 
terribly accurate. In the two batteries on the Turkish left 
at least twenty men were killed outright, besides which a 
considerable number W'ere wounded, and one gun was com- 
pletely disabled. The scene in the batteries which I visited 
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immcfliatelj” flio ilre slaclrened iras siclcening. Tlie killed 
■\vore liorribly disfigrircd, several being blackened -vrith the 
fire of tlie shells. The batteries, too, bad been mncb knocked 
abont. The parapets were tmfortnnately too low, and bnt 
little shelter was horded to the nnfortniiate defenders. 

To TctTirn, however, to the scene of fighting in the wood. 
Backwards and forwards the line of rifle-fire swayed, as each 
attacking or repelling party gained the npper hand, and 
incessant were the discharges rattling along the irretnilar 
line. The fight lasted until late in the afternoon, when 
the Russians, evidently fearing that with the approaching 
twilight their guns might be in jeopardy, withdrew them, 
but still retained firm hold of some of the ground they had 
succeeded in gaining. The Bosnians kept up a continuous 
fire u'lti their advanced posts, and so the day closed. These 
troops keep up the savage custom of decapitating their 
enemies. This was done on the present occasion, much to 
the disgust of Mehemet Ah, who immediately on hearing of it 
gave orders for its di.scontinuaace under the heaviest penalty. 
It is to be hoped that such ghastly practices will bo dis. 
continued iu future. 

The Russians succeeded in rendering the headquarfci’s' camp 
untenable by the General and his staff, shells dropping about 
in all directions during the day, and through the doubtful 
wisdom of the officer in charge of fbe redoubt before it in 
drawing the enemy’s fire, the position of eveiy one who':o 
duty compelled him to remain was one of unnecessary danger. 
Instead of ceasing a useless fire, he was constantly irritating 
the Russians into a six-fold activity, and it was not until ri%o 
the following morning that anybody could rest in ]>caco. 
Mebemet Ali was urgently requested to pitch his tent in a 
less dangerous spot, and, to the relief of all, ho compli«l. 
His unfortunate telegraphists had a most unpleasant duty of 
it and at the first opportune moment disappeared down the 
liil, instruments and all, and sought and obtained relief from 
further anxiety in a safe retreat. 

As the clouds lift, an artillery duel is kept up, slight lo^s 
however being inflictcil on the Turkish side, and, fmni n» 
that appears, on the Russian also. Reinforcements are 
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rajiidly arriving, and tlio golden opportunity 'svliicli tlie Russians 
liave liad seems likely to be lost bj* their supinencss. 

]\Ieheniet’s policy of caution appears not to have been 
approved of at Constantinojde ; probably bccaxise it was seen 
to be accompanied by the sticcessive occupation by General 
Gourko’s forces of strategical points of the utmost importance, 
while sometbing lilce a panic was already observable among 
the Mussulman inhabitants of Sofia. He was accordingly 
deprived of his trust, and the Army of the Balkans placed 
under the ■command of Chakir Pacha. The following letter 
from the Turkish side refers to this incident : — 

(i KIamaeli Pass, JDecemher lOth . — Another change in the 
chief command of one of the Sultan’s armies in the field, 
and this with the same General and under parallel circum- 
stances as on the last occasion, when he was in possession of 
the highest post, ilehemet Ali’s deposition is most inoppor- 
tune. He had just been rewarded for his intense and cease- 
less labours in giving a real oi-ganization to the newly-formed 
aiTuy, when another officer is appointed to take his place, and 
for no other reason than the exercise by him of that caution 
which, in any other country, Avould mei*it praise from those 
capable .of appreciating it. One must be well acquainted 
■with Turkey before it is possible to understand how such a 
change can be made by the chief military authorities of the 
capital. Every general has his party, and the real battles of 
. the war appear to be decided in the Seraskierate as the 
partisans of each gain the upper hand in the councils of the 
Sultan. Favouritism takes the place of merit from the 
appointment of a Mnshir do'wn to the nomination of a cadet. 
The removal of a general at the moment when every nerve 
should be strained to save the country is a crime, and its 
authors deserve punishment. Its effects will soon be felt if 
Plevna falls, as fall it must, unless something immediately 
can be done to draw away a large portion of the Russian 
hosts eagerly watching for the hoisting of the white flag by 
the sorely-beleaguered Ghazi. His losses daily from exposure 
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niane (it bomg fctifi-vvn that tis men hare never teceivctl Tvinto 
clothing) in this severe -weather must be exceedingly heavy 
especially -with the short rations they must now be receiving. 
It is generally believed by the foreign militaiy men now pre- 
sent -Nvith Meliemet All’s army that the heights of Kamarli 
cannot bo long held against the fnll force of the bulk of the 
Itnssian amy before Plevna, and that, concurrently with its 
fall (unless the Tnrldsh troops are reinforced to double their 
present strength, -which may ho roughly taken at 30,000 
men), the road to Sofia will, in consequence, have to be loft 
open to the invaders, and that city be compelled to surrender 
at discretion, -whilst the Turkish army is compelled to fair 
hack to-wards the east, and hold the pass before Ichteman. 
The utmost anxiety is felt m Sofia at the prospect of its 
falling into Russian hands. For several days all the better 
class have been leaving, and long files of vehicles of every 
imaginable description, filled -with Turkish families in pic* 
tnresqno attire, intermingled -with Greeks and Bulgarian^, 
and strings of heavily-laden pack-horses, can be seen quitting 
the apparently doomed city eastwards towards Philippopolis, 
Adrianople, and the capital, or southwards to Salonica and 
the coast. Houses can, consequently, bo had for the asking, 
and the hospital accommodation accorded to the English 
surgeons is unlimited. 

The administrators of the Stafford House Society, ilcssrs. 
Pratt and Cullen, are enoi^etjcally carrying out the instruc- 
tions of Mr. Barrington Kennett, who is directing its affairs 
from Constantinople, and at the same time giving his aid and 
the benefit of his counsel to the Red Crescent Society. The 
latter, however, being a purely Turkish or Levantine associa- 
tion, stands in need of some such guiding hand to enable its 
laro-e funds to be distributed in such manner ns to bo of the 
greatest service. It li.7s done touch good near flie front, 
where the English suj^eons nttachwl to it vie vith their 
foreign brethren in attention to the -nounded taken to their 
ambiance, placed somewhat too conveniently near the enemy’s 
ran^e. The other day, on my way up to the heights, whiM 
the'’Ru‘=sians were .shelling the redoubt somewhat Iteaviiy. 

I looked info the tents -svhere tlic Red Crescent was flying m 
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the culling 'breeze to see what was doing. Some terri'ble 
cases, fresh fi’om the front, were 'being 'brought down, to 
whieh two French surgeons, Drs. Bazy, of Toulouse, and 
]\Ianoury, of Orleans, were giving all the immediate atten- 
tion possible, when a hea^^ shell fell twenty yards olf, bury- 
ing itself in tlie earth, but, happily, not exploding. I had 
just been invited to loolc at the case of a man who had been 
shot through the lungs, and was asked to hold a lucifer to 
the apertm-e to prove that breathing took place through it, 
as it did, sure enough, to the extent of blowing out the 
match. That vei'y morning no fewer than twelve men came 
in with finger wounds, the forefinger of the right hand being 
generally that which was shot. These cases received scant 
sympathy from the busy surgeons, who very openly gave their 
0]nnion as to the manner in which the wounds were infl icted. 
The increase in this system of attempt to become invalided 
has become so gj-eat that Mehemet Ali has ordered seven of 
l.bo soldiers who had only too evidently pulled the trigger 
with their own feet, to be shot in the presence of their 
battalions, and this sentence has just been canied out. 

Heferriug to the ambulance work, reminds me of the great 
amount of good the English societies — the Ilational Aid and 
BtalTord House — are doing to the cause of humanity. Both 
these admii-ably managed in.stitutions are models of their 
kind, and, together with the indefatigable Lady Strangford, 
.wlio flies her flag over the Bulgarian schools in the heart of 
Sofia, scorning to beat a retreat, merit support from every 
one anxious to mititrate suffering. Ladv Burdett-Coutts, in 
her cuslomarv practical manner, is taking the deepest interest 
in watching that her Turkish Compassionate Fund is being 
wisely administered. Her active agent, ^Lr. Masters, whose 
good-hnniouved face beams Avith satisfaction as he sees that a 


ctniplc of thousand of the poorest refugees are fed daily, is 
th-c right man in the right place in Sofia. The distress 
c%rr\wlu;ro apparent is painful enough. For many a mile 
•d'tng the highways the gmves of those who have died by , 
tiu- roadside .'^mall ones being far ibe most numerous — are 
n, ub^.eut from siglu. The weather is becoming intensely 
re, and the mortality will greutlv increase. 
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•lone (it 'being kiiOT\-n that bis men bave never received ndntcr 
clotbing) in this severe Tvealber mnst be exceedingly heavy, 
especially with tbe sbort rations tbey mast novr bo receiving. 

t is generally believed by tbe foreign military men now pre- 
sent with Mebemet All’s army that the heights of Kamarli 
cannot bo long held against tbe fall forco of tbe bnlk of the 
Russian army before Plevna, and that, concurrently with its 
fall (unless the Turldsb troops are reinforced to double their 
present strength, which may be roughly taken at 30,000 
men), the road to Sofia will, in conseqnence, have to be left 
open to the invaders, and that city be compelled to snirendcr 
at discretion, whilst the Tnrkish army is compelled to fall 
back towards the east, and hold tbe pass before Ichteman.' 
The utmost anxiety is felt in Sofia at the prospect of its 
falling into Russian hands. For several days all the better 
class have been leaving, and long files of vehicles of every 
imaginable description, filled ndth Tnrkish families in pic- 
turesque nttire, intonningled ^vith Greeks and Bulgarians, 
and strings of heavily-laden pack-horses, can bo seen quitting 
the apparently doomed city eastwards towards Philippopolis, 
Adrianople, and the capital, or southwards to Salonica and 
the coast. Houses can, consequently, bo had for the asking, 
and the hospibil accommodation accorded to tho English 
surgeons is unlimited. 

’he administrators of tho StalTord House Society, Jicssrs. 
Pratt and Cullen, are energetically carrying out the instruc- 
tions of Mr. Barrington Kcnnctt, who is directing its nfTairs 
from Constantinople, and at the fame time giving his aid and 
tho Iwnefit of his counsel to the Red Crescent Society. The 
latter, however, being a purely Tnrkish or Levantine associa- 
tion, stands in need of some such guiding hand to enable its 
large fnnds to bo distributed in sneb manner ns to bo of the 
greatest service. It has done mneb good near the front, 
whoro the English surgeons nttacheil to it vie with their 
foreign brethren in nttention to tbe wounded taken to thoir 
ambulance, placed somewhat too conveniently near tlie enemy's 
range. Tbe other day, on my way up to the heights, whibt 
the Ru":ian'=! A\cro shelling the redoubt somewhat lienvily, 

I looked into the tcnt.s where the Red Crescent was ing in 
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tlie cutting "breeze to see -what -svas doing. Some teri’iblc 
cases, frosli from the front,. Avcrc being brougiit do■\^'n, to 
^vbicli two Frencb surgeons, Drs. Bazy, of Toulouse, and 
!Mauoury, of Orleans, were ghung all tbc ininicdiato atten- 
tion possible, when a bcavy shell fell twenty yards oif, bury- 
ing itself in the earth, but, happily, not exploding. I had 
just been invited to look at the case of a man Avho had been 
shot through the lungs, and was asked to hold a lucifer to 
the aperttu'e to prove that breathing took place through it, 
as it did, sure enough, to the extent of blowing out the 
match. That very morning no fewer than twelve men came 
in with finger wounds, the forefinger of the right band being 
generally that which was shot. These cases received scant 
sympathy from the busy surgeons, who very openly gave their 
opinion as to the manner in whicli the wounds were inflicted. 
The increase in this system of attempt to become invalided 
has become so great that Mehemet Ali has ordered seven of 
the soldiers Avho had only too ovidcntl}^ pulled the triggei’ 
with then.’ own feet, to be shot in the presence of their 
battalions, and this sentence has just been carried out. 

Refemng to the ambulance work, reminds me of the great 
amount of good the English societies — the hTational Aid and 
Stafford House — are doing to the cause of humanity. Both 
these admirably managed institutions are models of their 
kind, and, together with the indefatigable Lady Strangford, 

. who flies her flag over the Bulgarian schools in the heart of 
Sofia, scorning to beat a reti'eat, merit support from every 
one anxious to mitigate suffering. Lady Burdett-Coutts, in 
her customary practical manner, is taking the deepest interest 
in watching that her Turkish Compassionate Fund is being 
wisely administered. Her active agent, i&Ir. Masters, whose 
good-humoured face beams Avith satisfaction as he sees that a 
couple of thousand of the poorest refugees are fed daily, is 
the right man in the right place in Sofia. The distress 
everywhere apparent is painful enough. For many a mile 
along the highAA^ays the graves of those who have died by . 
the roadside — small ones being far the most numerous — are 
never absent from sight. The AA^eather is becoming intensely 
severe, and the mortality Avill gTeatly increase. 
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Sofia, December IIM. — Rumonrs are beginning to circulate that 
Plevna has fallen. If the news be true, ought to awaken 
the Sultan and his advisers to the importance of makmf» 
peace whilst there is jet time. Let the Pass of Kaiaarli fall 
into Russian hands, and the Czar’s demands will be hanl 
indeed 


CHAPTER IV. 

THE TURKISH DEFENCE OF ERZEROUM. 

ErzerouTn gumtuoted to Surrender. —ETasiTe Repl^ of Ifukbtar richa.— Anxietj in 
the City. — Description of the Defences. — Attacks on (he Ports.— Capture and 
Recapture of FortAzizieh. — Renewed Attacks — Descriptions of the Troops on 
the Ramparts —The Grand DukeMicbarl and the Turkish Prisoners.— Dlfh* 
cnlty of forwardiog News.— The “I^sl Moukhir in Erzeroum."— Another 
Summons to Surrender. — News from Kars.— The Basli^Dazouks nnd the 
Shopkeepers. — The Faise News published in ConstAntinople.— .Mukbtar 
Pacha’s Tactics —Prospects of the Defence of Erteroam —A Pugitire from 
K.irs — Spies within the Town. — Case of Captain TemajofT. — An Interrieu 
with JfukJitar Facts. — Armal of the Oanran from rcrsi%— Charts of 
Quarters. — Sluhir Ah and hb “Black Hals Sir Arnold Kcmlnll. — A 
Levy of “Contributions.” — An Annenbn Village — A Visit to the Chief 
Inhabitant. — Polyglot Conrereatioo. — The Village of IlliJge. — TheTurkitb 
Sick and Wounded. 

AVhile the advance of General Gourko across the Ilnlkans is 
temporarily suspended — the Rus.siau nnd Turkish armies being 
both engaged in fortifying their positions in the iicighlwurliooil 
of Orkanieh — and the Army of Investment is still e-xpcclingtlie 
crowning incident of the long protracted straggle, v>o have an 
opportunity of glancing at affairs in Asia. 

The fall of Kars on the 17-18 November lm.s Wen fiilK 
described by writers whoso letters are inchulcd in the previous 
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volume of tlie “Daily Hews’ War Correspondence.” Brief 
particulars laave also loeen given in the same volume of the 
hasty pursuit' of Mukhtar Pacha’s forces in the direction of 
Erzeroum by General Heimann, who, having been joined by 
General Tergukasoff, attacked the outworks east of Erzeroum 
on the 4th of Hovember, and captured the position of Deve- 
Boyun, which had been regarded as almost impregnable. This 
brilliant affair was followed up by a further attack on the 
forts which being only partly successful the Russians found it 
prudent to retire. A second attack immediately afterwards 
having been wholly unsuccessful and attended with serious loss, 
the operations of General Heimann were suspended in the 
expectation of reinforcements. The defenders of Erzeroum, 
having had time to recover from the panic consequent on the 
precipitate retreat of Mukhtar Pacha, had probably now 
comdnced the Russian generals that the city would not be 
captured without a regular investment, or at least without a 
considerable increase in the number of their troops ; but the 
hea^’y falls of snow contributed to the causes of the inaction 
of the Russians. 

The following letters from a correspondent at Erzeroum 
describe in full detail incidents of the defence of the city 
against these attacks : — 

□ EuzeeoEjM, November lOtli . — In my last letter I spoke of an 
attack as imminent. I did not think it was so near. This 
morning, at half-past three o’clock, I was roused by the mingled 
uproar of musketry and artillery. People were running Avildly 
about, and battalions marching to the ramparts cheered at 
every fifty yards of the way. The crest of the Top Dagh was 
all aflame with flashing musketry as I reached the flat earth - 
terrace of my lodging ; and beyond came the wild glare of 
cannon. It was evident that the expected hostilities had 
commenced. , 

Soiiie of the older inhabitants of Erzeroum may remember the 
lighting in 1829. For the gi*eat bulk of the population an 
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enemj’s fire was a new experience. Still, in view pf t],p 
cumstances, tHe steady behaviour of the people was remark- 
able. Yesterday the Busatans sent in a flag of truce askin" 
Mukhtar Pacha to surrender. The General replied that he 
could not give an immediate answer, requiring time to com- 
municate with Constantinople. I don't believe he ever for a 
moment entertained the idea of surrendering. I consider ho 
rather wanted to gain a few more hours to get his somewhat 
disorganized forces into better fighting order. Whether he 
communicated uath Stamhou) or not, I don’t know; bnt wc 
were told here that fight to the last was determined on ; and, 
accordingly, a marvellously great train of waggons and os-carts 
went off straightway from the town. Of course wo couldn’t 
have any idea when the enemy meant hostilities. The toums- 
people showed their appreciation of its imminence by imme- 
diately shutting up their shops, after previously remonng all 
their portable goods to a place of safety. 

We had not to wait long. In company with some timid 
Armenians, I sat up, waiting the commg event. Some of 
them cursed the Russians, many the Turks; and most wore 
of opinion that the situation was not to be bomo. Some 
began at last to doubt the reality of the entire affair, 111100 
the situation I have described above suddenly arrived In 
the particular circle in which I move, I was at once endnod 
wuth prophetic attributes. I bad been to see the General-in- 
Chief that evening, and had learned from him how mattcre 
stood. I told the people around me that I believed an attack 
was immediately to be expected, and it came to jmss. lien 
balf'dressed, and women with children in their anus, came 
crowding into my room. Knock after knock announced 
fresh arrivals, and nt length I prc.sidcd over a numerous 
levee. The people, I snjipo^K^, bclicvetl that by what sccnictl 
to thorn a preternatural prcscicnco in foretelling what was 
about to happen, I could by the i«mo means 1)0 a protection 
afmin<!t the stray shells, wluch, clearing the fort above ns, 
fell into the toim. 

It wa.s an anxious moment for every one. Those long lingering 
flashes any one familiar n-ith such scenes can recognize; gnn 
flaslics and alidl Uazes lit np tlio air incc^anll,:. IVlait 
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troubled us most was tbe glittering crest of fire bard by on 
tbe left, where- our troops were plying their Martini-Henrys 
in manful style. If the enemy be so near as to require being 
shot at from that, we said to ourselves, they must be very 
close indeed. Every now and then a shell of the attack 
would come screeching and whooping into the town, and 
light up some dark garden with its ominous blaze. So things 
went on during four and a half mortal hours. Hobody could 
tell how matters stood. At last came the daybreak ; but still 
there was the same uninterrupted roar of fire, glad Ave were 
to say, sounding more distant. Another half-hour and the 
practised ear could tell that the attack had failed. Duller 
and duller sounded the grumble of musketry in the pale grey 
light ; and there Avas fire in quarters which we couldn’t 
understand. The fact was, we AA’ere all at sea until we had 
definite news later on. 

To the east of the toAvn is a long gently sloping hill, known as 
the Top Dagh (the cannon hill). It runs more or less at 
right angles to the longer axis of the oval town, and is 
crowned by three forts — ^in the centre the Medjidieh, to 
the right the Azizieh, and to the left the Karshach Tabia. 
This latter is named in honom: of the inhabitants who, in 
1854, lent personal and pecuniary aid to its construction. 
It is a rude earthen redoubt. The other two are stone-faced 
forts with steeply revetted scarps and imposing-looking stone 
barracks within, something like Eorts Issy and Ivry outside 
Paris. At either extremity of the toAAOi are two hills ; one is 
the top Dagh, the other the Keremitlik tabia hill, just like 
the Emir Oglon and its companion fort at Ardahan. The 
possession of either Avould have ensmnd the toA\Ti to the 
assailants. They chose the Top Dagh, the more difficult of 
the two, because, I suppose, it lay nearest their positions on 
the Toni Dagh, a parallel line of hills, whence they could 
assail without marching a long way round imder the fire of 
the guns of the ramparts, sufficiently dangerous even at 
night. Besides, there are some streams, minor tributaries 
of the 'W estem Euphrates, Avhich have been dammed up so 
as to produce inundations and- marshy ground, A'ery in- 
convenient for a nigbt assailant, and AAffiich cover a large 
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extent of rampart on the north- I need hardly say that no 
one, especially a Giaonr, conld venture outside the ramparts, 
or even near them, in the darkness. Fortunately for personal 
safety, there Tvas no necessity for this. High above ns, black 
against the starless blackness, was the long huge mass of the 
Top Dagh. It was much too near my residence to be 
agreeable. Consistent with strict personal safety, I conld not 
hare been much nearer the main scene of conflict ; and 
occasionally the semi-musical whizz of a bullet or shell 
fragment reminded the forgetfnl of personal nsks. 

As the red darm came over the Deve-Boyuu hills, intelligence 
of the actual situation began to reach ns. I was “ on the 
house-top.” Cavalry soldiers going wildly about informed 
the public that the Russians had taken the AzizieU Fort. 
And this was a fact, as we afterwards learned. At tro 
o’clock in the morning the enemy had stormed the advanced 
work on the southern extremity of the Top Dagh. It seems 
they surprised the garrison and even entered into the groat 
stone barracks amid the work. We afterw ards saw the broad 
scaling ladder they had left in the fosse. It seems they 
surprised the sleeping sentinels and got into the place before 
any one was rightly aware what was going on. People who 
were there tell me that the assailing force, some two companies 
of grenadiers, wore fezes in onlcr to deceive the defenders. 
This I don’t believe. One thing there can be no douht about 
— the Azizieh Fort was taken, and it was only towards day- 
break that Mohemet Pacha, the hero of Riziltcpe and Yagni 
Cutebuk, succeeded in retaking it at the head of three 
battalions. Had we known what was really going on at the 
time I believe a most disastrous panic would have en'iued. 

As it was, tho troops, armed citizens included, remained steady 
at their posts. Shortly after daybresik, finding that tlie din 
of combat got further and further off, I rode out to hce what 
way matters was going. Tlio Turks had already n.'suineit 
tho aggressive, and were fighting down at tho uestom cud 
of the Dove-Boyun Pas.s, which adjoims the city. A long line 
of cavalry, supported by heavy reserves, was hidted acro-s 
the vmllcy mouth. I went slowly forward and saw a lunvy 
iiifantn- engagement going on n-vva^r up tlio r.aM. Tl.u 
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Tiivkisli ivoops -were ilic Kiipsiaiis, avIio had failed 

to hold their own in the Azi’/.ioh I'^ovt. For an hour I 
watched the light, and then I began lo see Russian troops 
pushing along the inonnlain slopes which gird the plain 
south of Ih-zeromn. I feared thal, as at the hattle of Aladja, 
hold guns were pushing on io sweep our line of reireat, and 1 
heiran drawing back towards the town gate. ShorlR' after 
the Ottomans began to retire, and I. entered the town some- 
what Imrriedly with fugiti^'c hor.semen. 

It was well I did so. for considerable disordci* followed. The 
armed towuispeople, who had made a sally, had allowed 
themselves to be drami too far, and when the enemy I’c- 
assumed the offensive, withdrew with a certain atnoujit of 
haste. I went up afterwards to look at the night’s battle- 
field. Russian and Turkish dead covered the ground wit hin 
and ^^^thout the ramparts of Azizich; the foi'iner, as usual 
under suck circumstances, entirely strip])ed of their clothing. 
Some of the townspeople, in a spirit of Tincompromising 
hatred, were maltreating their dead enemies — one man jump- 
ing with both heels on the still fresh body of a. Russian, a 
gm'gling cry escaping from his month uitli each concussion. 
The bodies were being Iniried as quickly as possible by order 
of Mukhtar Pacha. Indeed, a. Amrv considerable nmnber had 
been abeady intei’red when I reached the ground. The 
Turkish loss was, I dare say, nearly seven hundred hors de 
combat. I do not think the Russians lost much more. Wo 
are momentarily expecting a renewal of hostilities, and feel 
pretty sure that ere long our communications with Trebizond 
will be cut by the enemy’s cavalry. As it is, we can see 
them hoveling about the mouth of the Olti Yalley north of 
the town. 

□ Euzeroum, November 12th . — It is nine o’clock in the evening, 
pitchy dark, save when the congreve rockets and field-gun 
shells light up the gloom with their blazing flash. The heavy 
rumble of musketry mingles with the downpour of rain and 
the splashing of the street currents, and the half-savage dogs 
of an Eastern town howl hoarsely. For the second time the 
' Russians are assailing the Medjidieh and Azizieh Ports on 
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the Top pagh east of the town, and have apparentlj ac 
subsidiary attach on. the northern ramparts, outside of 
their roctet corps are established. On the last occasioi 
took the Azizieh Fort. At present we do not know he 
stand. The musketry which is blazing n-ildly aloni 
crest of the Top Dagh fells ns how near the enemy is. 

I commenced this I have gone out on the flat earthen 
of the semi-Armenian, semi-Persian house which I ini 
The wuld glare of the rockets puts all calculation at noi 
Whether the blaze came from guns of the defence, 
shells, or from those other projectiles latterly introduced 
Asiatic warfare, no tminitiated person could toll. For 
it is not the first time I have heard the noisy rocket w) 
and I feel comparatively at ease as I cotno dciva again J 
my perch and commence writing. The heavy, foggy ni 
the drizzling ram, the unexpected hour, all tend to make 
believe that something serious is meant. Before morning 
shall know. While listening to all this rude noise, and 
kuowug the instant a shell clearing the brow of the fort, 
over one thunsand yards off, and hanging steeply alwvo 
toum, may drop on the roof, it is not easy to write. But, 
I may not have time to-morrow, I deliver myself to 
reflections of the moment. 

Hard by, on a minaret, the priest of the mosqac is making 
sonorous voice heard above the sunonuding din. Uo 
calling on Allah to protect tbo bravo defenders of the m 
parts ; and, as I happen to know in what condifron tfii 
defenders find themselves, I think they stand in need of 
the extraneous help they can get. TIio regnl-nr troops are 
few compared to the extent of the ramparts— it would ta 
forty thousand men fo hold them cfEcicntly ngainf.t a simi 
taneona attack— that tlio local Baslii-Carouks tbo arm 
inhabitants of thu to■\^'n, do regular militarj- sen-ico to ropla 
the missing troop.v Theso men, with their printed cali 
garmenta and meditcvnl flint-lock nmsket.s, must bo having 
hard time of it in the gl-aoml dowuj)onr of min w!ii( 
charaelcTVxes a situation considcrubly oi-cr eight tlion.‘«r 
feet above the sea level, and in tbo midst of the month t 
Kovember. 
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The streets are quiet enough. The Armenian population, like 
so many rahhits in a hurrow, seek the furthermost shelter of 
their rickety houses. The Moslems, the privileged warriors, 
are all at the ramparts. Hasty troops of wolf -like dogs, who 

, belong to nobody, cower on the rubbish heaps at the corners, 
and show their glimmering teeth at the few passers-by, called 
outside by the circumstances, like myself. Ton meet half- 
drowned soldiers, heavily laden with clot-like bread packed 
in their sodden blankets. Poor fellows ! they take it all 
calmly, enough. There is Allah, and the Padishah, and 
Mukhtar Pacha, who bid them go, and used as they are to 
obey the every nod of a nameless Pacha, far off in a province 
it Avould take a gazeteer to find out, how can they dream 
that victory is not chained to their standards ? And yet the 
battle of Aladja and the capture of Deve-Boyun are not so 
remote. They say one of the best characteristics of British 
troops is that they don’t know when they are beaten. Turkish 
soldiers possess this quality to a rare extreme. Who knows 
how far it may carry them ? 

Saif an Soiir Later , — ^All is still, save when the thunder of a 
heavy gun from the nearer rampai’ts indicates that the gun- 
ners fancy they perceive something five hundred yards off, on 
a night when fifty paces away a horseman could not be 
possibly visible. As a rule Turkish gunners have more 
courage' than common sense to spare. • Evidently for the 
moment everything is over ; but I know enough of Russian 
persistency to be fearful that before morning dawns my 
scant slumbers may be broken in upon by the far from 
agreeable noise that tells of the effective range of shells and 
rockets. These latter projectiles make more noise than they 
do harm in an earth-roofed, stone-built town like Erzeroum. 
There is a great deal of whizzing, followed by a blazing glare 
of red light, and a thundering detonation. At first these 
missiles frightened the Turkish soldiery immensely ; but now 
they are getting used to them, they consider' them no worse 
than shells. It was curious to go out into the streets after 
the attack. Every one was still at his post. The liquid mud 
which on the occasion of a rainfall takes the place of water 
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liore van duly fnmljli'ng its lieaTy Tvar dov.n tlie ' ill.pavctl 
precipitous streets; the uneasy dogs still felt inclined to 
snap at the nnturbancd stranger ; and from an'ay out in tlio 
plain came the pattering fire of the obstinate Sluscovites. 
umvillmg to abandon their attack even though repulsed. 
From ■what I have seen of the fighting of the population of 
Erzeroum, I consider it, from a military point of view, 
immensely superior to that of Kars. It may be, it is true, 
that my experience of these latter was dran-n from mnanay 
conduct in an open plain; whereas here, every one fights 
behind a breastwork. Still the fact cannot be denied that I 
have seen honest old Moslems with long white beard.s, and 
brass-ringed octagonal stocked mnslcets of another age. in 
the advanced forts, awaiting the attack with a bravciy that 
might shame younger men. A little way further on, one secs 
men beanng sometlxing muffled in a dnsky blanket It is a 
wounded man. Then come many more such Smothered 
fires gkam along the rear of the ramparts. They wero lit 
to enable men perishing on this hitter cold night to stand tho 
biting temperature. A bugle rings out ; it is followed by 
many another. The sonnerie is “ Long life to the Padishali ! ” 
and wild cries that seem far from chcerfnl reply to the call 
Agam and again comes the bugle-call , and as often comw 
the same wailing cry in return. There was a time to-night 
when the critical moment had arrived, and wlicn this cry, 
uttered in a transport of enthusiasm, reached us from the 
lines on the Top Dagh above, ifany Kdieved it was a 
Rnssian “Imrmh,’* and many a one barred his doors, fearing 
tho arrival of a victorious stonning column. A rumour is 
prevalent here (of its truth I have up to the present had no 
means of judging), that tho Kussians never a^-sault save uhen 
the troops are full of tho ardent spirit callctl toJAd Our 
prime fear in Erzeroum is the arrival of c-Tcited soldiers, in 
an exalted state ; and many a one u ho wishes cU to tho 
assailants — the Annenwns and Greeks, nho fonn hueli a large 
proportion of tho population— would welcome a \ietoricui«- 
assaulting column, if it wen* not for this dn-ad of nhnonnnll.v 
Rtimnlatcd energies. 1 wish to recommend this oliservntiou 
to the enemy’s commanders ; for the evils insrpunihle from 


POSTAL Di:iTCIKXCn:S. 


113 


ivar are in tlie minds of people hero intensified by the dread 
of an excited soldiery. In wai*, no doubt, many things are 
justifiable 'wliicli, under other circum.stances, M'ould hardly be. 
considered fair. In reply to these accusations, Ave have had, 
no later than yesterday, a si nking proof of Bussian humanity. 
In the afternoon a train of anibas (ox waggons) debouched 
from the mouth of the Devc-Boyun Pass. Ji- bore sixty -nine 
v.'ounded Turks captui'cd at Ilassan Kale, when the Russians 
surprised us there. It was accompanied by a Icitcr from (he 
Giund Duke ^Michael, commenting on the diiTcrent behaviour 
of his troops towards the Turkish wounded, and that of the 
Sultan’s army towards the Russians. Of these Turki.sh 
Avounded, each one had given him (wo blankets and one 
hundred piastres (about ten shillings). Poor follows ! many 
Avere badly maimed, but none had been forAvnrdcd to the 
Turki.sh linos till judged fit for transport. 'ITic araba driA’crs 
said they had been very fairly treated by the Russian regulars, 
but complained of the bloAvs rccciA-cd at the hands of the 
Cossack escort AA'hich accompanied the train to expedite their 
march. Irregulars are at best a bad set in any army ; and 
no doubt the Cossacks are as much up to the mark in this 
respect as the Karapabaks on our side. 

The post is an institution long since fallen into disuse. Ko one, 
save the powei’s that bo, can have an idea of its date of de- 
parture — even when it does depart. To ensure tlie arrival of 
my letters, I have been obliged to send .special foot couriers, 
as I did fi’om Kars. Even then the risk is very considoi’able. 
The man must first run his chance of the Turkish irregulars 
outside the walls, and then of the stray Cossack squadrons 
Avho find their Avay to the high road between this and Trebi- 
zond. After these come the brigands. I had to pay for a 
new coat for my last courier, summarily disrobed on the Kop 
Dagh. People may wonder why our neAvs from this side 
does not reach Europe more quickly. They should be here to 
judge. 

Midmght . — I have sat up till this hour, awaiting a fresh assault. 
EA'erything is quiet. I can’t say whether Ave shall have 
another renewal of the attack by daybreak. In any case I 
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go to bed to be prepared for exigencies. The rain continues 
to fall hearily. Eyen the dogs keep silent. The poor Baslii- 
Bazonks on the ramjKiks are to bo pitied B-]jnost as jnneh as 
the Correspondent of the Daily News, -who finds himself in 
Erzeroum, the last of his kind, trusting to Providence to get 
his letters off. 

D November 14i7i. — Tonr readers eanhardlp imagine what a time 
We are having here "with shells and congreve rockets. It is 
only in the intervals of the fire that I can possibly nTite. In 
the foregoing I only alinde to direct assaults. Wo have now 
become so accustomed to distant fire that we do not think it 
worth mentioning. It is now three in the morning. I have 
had several visits from Turkish officers to congratulate mo on 
the fact of my being the last “Monkhir” on the gronnd, 
and to tell me how good an impression is prodneed on the 
troops by the fact “that an Englishman still stands by 
them.” 

□ Brziiroum, Thursday, November — With each succeeding 

moment our peril increases. We have been again summoned 
to surrender, under pain of immediate bombardment, and a 
Russian message simultioeously annonncctl the fall of Kars. 
This nows I have not been permitted to telegraph, ns only 
intelligence favonrablo to the Turkish cause will l;c permitted 
by wire. This information has been officially announced. 

On Tuesday last the anxiety of the inhabitants rose to n painful 
pitch of intensity. It w.as the feast of St Michael, the patron 
saint of the Russian Grand Duke, and for sotno time jin*.! a 
belief had been gaining ground that the saint’s day vould he 
sifmalized cither hy another furious nttark, or by the opening 
of tho bombardment. About midday the booming of nnillory 
led us to suppo.*;© our fears were nlwiit Wing malired. All 
tho morning tho greatest activity had prevailed at bcJid* 
quarters, and it wis evident something scrion.s nan exj>ccfe<i. 
The cannonade, however, ceascil as suddenly ns it had licgnn, 
without a single projectile having reached the town. Wo now 
learn that it wa.s a salute which ivns l>ejng fired, somesoj'po'e 
for tho Grand Duke’s fOtc day, others in celebraticm of the 
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all of Kars., About this latter event we bave no information 
save current rumours, and tbe statement of tbe Russian 
messenger. 

rhe same day a peasant bearing a letter from Hussein Havni 
Pacba, commanding at Kars, reached Erzeroum. He bad been 
ten days en route, owing to tbe necessity of making detours 
to avoid tbe enemy. Tbe letter stated that tbe Russians bad 
attacked tbe fort of Hafiz Pacba on tbe 9tb instant, and 
tbougb tbey succeeded in penetrating into tbe work, were 
ultimately driven out again witb a loss of twelve hundred. 
Tbe town was much injured by tbe Russian bombardment, 
and by tbe unfortunate explosion of a large powder magazine. 
Provisions -were reported to be plentiful, but tbe inhabitants, 
demoralized by tbe terrible efficacy of tbe Russian fire, 
clamoured for a surrender. Tbe General stated that unless 
aid reached him within ten days be, would probably be forced 
to surrender. Situated as Kars is, all aid is impossible, so 
that as tbe time specified by tbe General has already expired, 
tbe surrender of tbe town seems quite within tbe realms of 
probability. Should it be true that tbe Russians are masters 
, of Kars, tbe capture of Erzeroum becomes a mere matter of 
t^me. Tbe Russian forces neutralized by tbe siege operations 
of Kars can now be brought up, and tbe heavy guns used in 
attacking tbe latter place put in position against this town. 
Tbe inhabitants are in a state of continued alarm, and unless 
kept in awe by Mukbtar Pacha’s army, would probably send 
in their submission to tbe Russian commander immediately. 
It is only witb tbe greatest difficulty tbey can be got to keep 
tbeb shops opem Tbe civil governor was obliged to ordain a 
fine of five pounds in tbe case of those refusing to comply 
witb tbe orders in this regard. Tbe people themselves tell 
me it is through fear of tbe soldiery tbey dare not keep their 
shops' open. Basbi-Bazouks, they say, come in to purchase 
articles, demanding change for large notes. Small money is 
almost entirely absent here, and when tbe merchant is unable 
to give tbe requisite change, tbe purchasers lay bands on tbe 
article, and go away without paying at all. It is true a 
good deal of bregularity exists among soldiers off duty, as a 
consequence of tbe existing panic. Only a few days ago tbe 
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General-ia-Chief Tvas obliged to Lave nine soldiers shot, and 
a colonel degraded, for irregular conduct and personal 
coTvardice during the late fights. 

From the European ne-wspapers which reach this place I see 
with astonishment how persistently the Turkish Stamboul 
authorities persist in stating that Hadji Rechid Pacha and 
his division succeeded in makiqg their way from the Aladja 
Dagh and joining linkhtar Pacha at Tenikani. There is not 
a word of truth in this statement, or in that that any of the 
other six generals captured on the same occasion succeeded 
in getting away. It is true that Monssa Pacha and Ghazi 
ifehemet Pacha (Schamyl) got away with their personal 
attendants, hut, then, these are not included in the list of 
seven generals taken prisoners with the bulk of the army and 
the forty-two guns. 

a Buebropm, November 23r </. — Owing to the result of the Kars 
operations, a large Russian force has been able to bo added 
to the Grand Duke’s army around our walls, and heavy guns 
have been pat in position. In all likelihood this is the Inst 
letter I shall he able to send from Erreroum, as onr commn- 
nications will doubtless be cut almost immediately. As I 
have already announced, the Civil Government lias gone olT 
towards Trebizond, and the reinforcements cn route for 
Erzeroum ordered to halt at the Kop Dagh, a hngo mountain 
forming one of the Inst railitaiy positions between this and 
Trebizond. To-day, I learn that the Coinmandcr-m-Chicf 
has sent off his personal oITects, and is preparing to follow the 
battalions despatched to keep the road in the immediate 
vicinity of the to^ui free from Cossnck.s. The whole thing 
looks very bad for us; and cvoiy ono in the town shares this 
opinion with me. Next comes tho question, if Jfukhtar 
Pacha leaves us, will ho at tho same time act as at Kapi, 
leaving a garrison behind him, and ordering the de/enee of 
Erzeroum ; or will ho simply evacuate the town h Wln-n the 
Jfarshal was ovcnvliclmcd at Abdja ho fell Iwek on Knm « ith 
his shattered army. The Rnssians wery close by; not ouU 
close by, but had already passed us on the vay to the 
Soghanli Mountains, nicmacingour hue of retreat. After one 
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day’s stay in Kars to gatlier into form liis disorganized mili- 
tary elements, ilnklitar Paclia — wisely deeming that if he 
committed himself solely to the defence of the city, keeping 
■within its lines, he ivonld leave Brzeronm and the entire of 
the provinee at the mercy of mere flying colnmns — fell hack, 
as 1 have already described in preceding letters, along the 
Olti Valley. He halted merely to give Ishmael Pacha time 
' to rejoin him, as the latter fled from Bayazid, The union 
took place at Kuprikoi, and thence the united force fell back 
on the position at Deve-Boynn covering Erzeronm. 

Here -we have the comparison : Mnkhtar Pacha, covering Kars, 
holding the position of Aladja in front of the town, then the 
same General, falling back on another position, covex’ing 
Erzeronm. Beaten from this, he falls back on the town as he 
did on Kars. The question is. Will he not again repeat the 
same tactics and fall back from Erzeronm in tnm on the tre- 
' mendons position of the Kop Dagh, leaving a garrison behind 
him ? Defeated at Aladja, he could not hold the nearer 
position of the Soghanli Mountains. He had to retreat to 
the junction of the Erzeronm and Bayazid roads, "where he 
could join -xvith the troops of the extreme right 'wing, and 
found no nearer standing-point than Deve-Boyun. Still, 
though beaten there, the -winter had already set in, retarding 
the enemy’s march ; Kars still held out ; and close by was 
the city of Erzeronm, its ramparts armed with a formidable 
artillery, and snlBciently garrisoned to defy a co?tj9 de main 
of an advanced guard. When beaten at Deve-Boynn, rein- 
forcements were already on their way to join the Tni’kish 
army. They carne too late for the fight, but soon enough to 
be a timely garrison for Erzeronm. The Russian pursuing 
forpe, coming slowly up through the narrow mountain Pass 
of Deve-Boyun, commanded by the advanced Erzeronm forts 
and the western ramparts, could not j)ossibly assail the rein- 
forced Turkish troops. 

Erzeronm saved the Ottoman army from a precipitate retreat 
on the second last position covering Trebizond, the Kop 
Dagh. Its extent and resources alone altered the situation 
after the second retreat of the Turkish anny. But how long 
, it will continue to do so is another question. Iii the 1828—9 
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campaign it fell at once after the taking of Fare. It is trno 
that since the Crimean nar it has in one sense been strongly 
fortified— very strongly for these days. But EreGroum“is 
within easy shelling range of modern ortilleiy from many a 
surrounding hill-side, and its position can ho turned north 
. and south. An enemy holding the Dere-Boyun Pass can 
march at TviU on Trebizond or Ersigan, leaving a couple of 
divisions to masque the torni. A general-in-chief, -with 
what is left to him of an army, cannot afford to shiifc himself 
up here. That would he to leave Armenia in the hands of 
the enemy, and to ensure the certain surrender of liimsclf and 
his ai-my, unless, like Hnssein Hami Pacha, he could elude 
the vigilance of the beleaguerers, and escape into the hills like 
the ex-Commander of Kars, an hose advent is hourly expected 
here. We have a lino of ramparts vliich in the olden times 
required at least forty thousand men to guarantee them 
against a general attack. To-day there are not twenty 
thousand within the walls. Suppose the hfarshal retires in 
time on the Fop Bagh with part of his force, Erzeroum is 
inovitahly lost within three days Honour and orders fjom 
Constantinople forbid a total evacuation. A victorious 
enemy’s army launched across the plain Avould iuovif.ably 
sweep like one of its own nmlanchcs over the Kop D.igh, 
half garrisoned, in any case; so that whatever nay we look 
at the situation, I think it alost one for the Tnrk.s. Some 
people talk about the winter interrupting Jlu.c'-Jnjj oivnu 
tions. They said the same about the lino of enniiminiHitions 
between this and Kars; they said the Soghanli Mountniii'i 
Avere imp.assahlo a month ago, and yet the KuRviaiis an* now 
at onr very doors. Sfukhtar PacIia, then, fimis Fnmhclf in 
the A'crj' dis.agrceable po‘tition of l»cing forcctl to n-tirv Ixlore 
the enemy, IcaAnng an insufiicient garri.'on. It is hanl tos.sy 
hoAv matters Avill cvcntnally turn out, hnt on the an hole they 
look uncommonly bad for 3tukhtnr Pacha and his army. 
Even though Avo bo not assaultctl on all hides; even tliougb 
the Knssians p|wro the latgu Christian [lopnlationof the town 
the horrors of a loinbanlnu-nt, there is annthir iNOf-siM'* nad 
veiy probable contingcuer. The Russian troops st-t fnv hi 
the capture of Kars are already on the march to I)eAc-n.>Aun 
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Anotlicr tlii’cc ilays \Yin lijul lliein joined io ibe force Avliich 
menaces us. We. all believe, that, this force of over iwcuiy- 
livc iboiisniul men "will not limit il.solf io .‘fitting down idly in 
coin])any ■with an army already snllieienily formidable to 
defy any agpre.^^sion on our part, but will by a i.urning move- 
ment occupy tbe way tbai. leads to 'J’rebi/.ond, al, a few leagues 
from tbis, cutting our communications and reducing us to a 
fatal condition of isolation. I my.self tblnk ibis will be 
effected, and before long. Accordingly, wilb a view of keej)- 
ing up my postal comnninication.s, I intend, inch Allah, ns 
tbe Turks say, speedily (o move my quarters to a point 
outside tbe possible lines of investment. 

Tbe latest fugitive fi'om Kars bring.s us a tale of terror. He 
says that every one, Cbrisliau as well as ^Mussulman, Avas put 
to tbe swoi'd wbcu tbe Kussians .surj)riscd tbe town. fl'Iic 
bearer of tbe tidings was a ;^[ns.snbnan, and no doubt was 
not unduly cbaiitable io tbe foe. Wbat be say.s, duly 
embellisbed, bad succeeded in tbroAving tbe timid Annenimi 
inbabitants into a paroxysm of ecstatic tciTor. In niy capa- 
city of coi'i’cspondent — a being supposed berc to be endowed 
AAT-tb an all but supernaiuml knowledge on current events, 
and a prescience of no mean order as to tbe future, I have 
bad croAvds of people iuA'ading my oda, and tromuloAXsly 
asking AA'bat they should do in Anew of tbe impending 
catastropbe. It is i-cally pitiable to Avitness tbe mental 
condition of tbe Christian population. ]\Ien are diAnded 
between tbe double fear of a massacre of Christians by irate 
Tui’lcs, and a massacre of eveiybody by excited Russians in 
tbe course of a night attack. 

A very curious and interesting case has just come to light iii 
connection Avitb tbe Russian assault on tbe toAvn on the 
morning of tbe TOtb inst. During tbe fight, a certain 
Captain Temayeff, after a single combat Avitb a Turkish 
officer, was severely wounded. Tbe latter, too, Avas so 
roughly bandied that be is noAV in bosiDital. Evidence 
shoAved that tbe Russian bad not died of bis Avounds, but 
been done to death by subsequent maltx’eatmeiit as be lay 
wounded outside tbe fort be assailed with bis men. Some- 
how — and we do not know bow — tbe Russians got wind of 
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the affair. Turkish officials tell me there is some one Tvithin the 
town -n-ho, nnder cover of other business, keeps the enemy 
informed of what goes on. Anyhow, the fiussians gent in n 
flag of truce ^^ith a demand to investigate the particular case 
‘ I refer to. The French Consul, M, Gilbert, being tlm person 
authorized to protect Russian interests during the abnoraial 
existing state of things, toot the matter up. Then it appeared 
that Captain Temayeff came by hia end owing to gi-oss mal- 
treatment while he ^vas lying wounded and helpless on the 
field of battle. The man who first struck him down, and 
who was himself severely wounded in return, was called as a 
witness He is a Tarkish captain, then in liosjiital. He 
stated that during the fight he incidentally met with 
•Captain Temayeff, and thereupon entered into combat with 
him, that ho struck at him mth his sabre, and that the 
captain, parrying the blow with his revolver, struck in 
xetum, wounding the deponent severely; whci-cnpon de- 
ponent did strike again, putting Captain TemnyclT horn de 
combat This he declares is all he knows about the matter. 
Other witnesses say they saw people jumping upon the 
wounded body of the Russian captain, anti (leolare they 
believe that by these acts of violenco ho was killed, or at 
least his death hastened in an unseemly manner. The 
investigation is still pending. The great matter of canoslti 
is how the Russians came to know what pas.sed within our 
lines so long after they had withdrawn to theirs. The tluiuf 
only shows that something wrong is going on uithin the 
town ; it is not the first time it 1ms been snsjiectwh 
IFc are still waiting for Ilasscin Hami Pacha, Comrnamhnt of 
Kats, and the threo hundred horsemen that got ont of Kai-s 
during the assault. I am afraid he 1ms suffered some mish-H) 

As the relicts of the fight, who reach im from time to tmu, 
come in, they confirm the intclligeneo that the 
entered by an embmsuro in the Khaiilitabi.a, and that there 
■was some collusion Ivtwccn its garrison and the iittaekmc- 
party. The fall of the frontwr to«n has prwluc'od a wd 
effect on the belligerent population. In it thej siv the refit \ 
of their own fate. The other thiyn rumour went afinnol th it 
the Comraamlcr-m-Chtcf had alrcfldt ^enl away hif 
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baggage, and tbat be bimself was about to follow in tbe rear 
of. bis movables. Tberenpon a crew of combat-fearing 
persons, waited on me, all wisbing to know wbetber tbe 
thing was true in substance, and, if so, w^bat would be tbe 
probable result. I bad beard tbe same thing myself froin 
rebable sources, and, to say tbe truth, was sorely troubled in 
spirit what to do or think. I determined tbat a visit to tbe 
Marshal bimself w'as tbe sboidest way to meet tbe difficulty. 

It was three o’clock in tbe afternoon when I called on Mukbtar 
Pacha at tbe Teni Kisblar, tbe principal barracks of Erze- 
roum. It is a wide, desolate-looking sq^uare of sad-coloured 
limestone, looking like a model European prison. A crowd 
of ragged camels and Rosinante-like pack-horses stray per- 
petually in its immediate vicinity. I entered by tbe main 
gate. Pour sentinels on either side guarded it. I flung my 
horse’s bridle to one, and taking a dirty stamcase to tbe left, 
arrived at a long -wide corridor, desolate and dirty as tbe stair- 
case. Awkward-looking soldiers wdtb yellowisb-wbite baggy 
overcoats stood about and came uneasily to “ attention ” as 
any unknown tolerably-dressed stranger and possible Pacha 
came by. A long line of great arched windows fronted an 
equal extent of blank, dreary wall, along wffiich bung, like so 
many funeral palls, tbe sombre-coloured curtains closing tbe 
enti’ances to tbe different apartments. Ho. 1 is tbat of tbe 
captain of tbe guard — where tbat functionary, clad in brown 
flannel, sits gloomily staring at tbe dingy, whitewashed walls, 
smutted by tbe smoke of tbe tottering stove tbat roars like a 
small tempest in tbe corner. Hext door are a couple of aides- 
de-camp, one of whom, after conducting you to tbe neigh- 
bouring chamber of the secretary, lifts the drapery before the 
Marshal’s doorway, andyon are in tbe presence of tbe redoubted 
Q-bazi Acbmet Mukbtar Pacha, Commanding-in- Chief tbe 
Ottoman armies of Armenia. Tbe room, like tbe others, is 
bare and whitewashed. A low divan runs round two of its 
sides. Ojoposite tbe door, on tbe divan, is a wolf-skin and a 
cushion — ^the bed of tbe Marshal. In another comer of tbe 
divan is a sheepskin stained red. It is an old acquaintance 
of mine. I have seen it in Herzegovina and in Montenegro. 

• I have seen it in sight of Alexandropol, when we were on tbe« 
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Aladja Mountaia; I iavc seen it on the Soghanli Dar-L and 
during the memomhle flight from Ears And here” in the 
Marshal’s chamber I meet it again, and, as usual, the Marshal 
seated cross-legged upon it. 

An Eastern salaam given and retnmcd, and I am motioned 
gravelj- to a seat on the divan. iTuklitor Paclia is nhrays 
courteous, sometimes cordial, but rarelj. Few Easterns are 
expansive e^’en in the smallest way. It was some time since 
I had seen the Marshal, nearly a fortnight ; hut even that 
brief time had wrought sad changes. He is middle-sized and 
sguare-faced. "When I knew him first his features wore 
rounded and fresh-coloured, and his eyo bright. Now, 
thought and care have traced long furrows on cheek and 
brow 5 and though there is in the eyes a fevurisli fire, it is 
rather that of desperation and fierce resolution than the 
buoyant expression of the victor of Chommdasi nud 
Kiziltepl At my last interview the Marshal had spoken 
on the battle of Deve-Boynn, and given mo the sketch of 
the plan which I fonv'ardcd. On the latter occasion wo 
spoke mainly abont tho articles in the London newspajicrs 
touching the battle of Aladja, and I translated for him »» 
that Trhich appeared in the T/mca As I translated 
it with the severest impartiality, and conveyed its full 
meaning, it may bo imagined tho General ivas not l#y any 
means content with tho writer who, whoever ho be, liad 
hotter keep himself out of Armenia. Ho c.TpIaiiioil his 
defeat, as he h.ad done that of Aladja, by tho oxtraoriliiiary 
accuracy of tho enemy’s artillery fire, which at I)cve-Iloynn 
di.smountcd fourteen of his guns. I said that tho most 
sinister rumours prevailed in tho toun, every one K’ing 
under tho impre.s.sion that an evacnation of LrKcroum van 
imminent. “ Is your Excellency olmut to leave us ? ” 1 
asked, irith a warmth very' unwsnal in so rahn-tomp’n'*! 
a man, ho turned almost ficreely to«anl« me ' Jiiinai**. 
iamai.s," ho exclaimed, '‘vvliilc I have a man to stand by the 
guns I shall never alsindon Erzeronm.” 

1 know the General tnists a pood deal to tho ally timt In'll! th'* 
French at Moscow, and when comuig away frem the 
Kisblar I turned my eyes to the spectral a bite outlim-s of the 
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Deve-Boyiin mountains, lialf lost in -wliirling storms of snow, 
I conlcl not help sharing his idea. Still the Russians are 
there, out in the sleet blasts, and wo can see them working 
at what looks suspiciously like a battery. Yesterday the 
caraYan from Persia came in, strangely enough — allowed to 
pass through the Russian lines and enter a besieged city. 
It came on boldly doYUi the Deve-Royun Pass without taking 
even the ordinary precaution of sending ahead a flag of truce. 
The result was that when the long column of men and camels 
appeared in sight the heavy guns of the ramparts opened 
fire, supposing naturallj'' enough that it was a Russian 
storminej column that was advancing. The scone that 
followed may be imaghied. Camels, mules, and men all fled 
in wild disorder as the first huge shells bui’st among them, 
and it was hours before the caravan could be again collected. 
When it ultimately got into Erzeroum, the Persians stated 
that the Russians were, to all appearances, permanently 
camped in the Deve-Boyim Pass. The tents, they told us, 
were covered outside mth thick felt ; and each had a stove, 
well supplied with wood. Mukhtar Pacha says that, in 
view of the precautions taken since the last two attempts to 
carry the Kop Dagh forts by assault, he has now no fear of 
the city falling by a coup de main on any one pai-ticular 
point. A general assault, both on forts and on the lower 
ramparts in the plain, is what he fears most — especially 
when the entire of the Kars army arrives. I left the 
G-eneral’s presence convinced that, whatever the possibilities 
on the part of the enemy, Erzeroum was to be defended 
coute qtd coute. 

When I got to the bottom of the stairs I became aware of an 
incident which for some time rather irritated me. During 
my visit to the Commander-in-Chief I had left my horse in 
the povered entrance below, where four sentries, side by side, 
did honour to the Marshal’s presence. My horse’s bridle and 
saddle-cloth and one of the saddle-girths had been abstracted 
by some gallant trooper. I complained at once to ■ the 
G-eneral, and though the captain of the guard seemingly 
made every effort to recover the lost articles, no result 
followed. I do not know whether this kind of thing is 


:24 


nun coEBESrONDEycE, 


possible opposite IVLiteliall. Here manj' ^yondeI■f^I tbin^s' 
come to pass. ® 

D Jllidqe (close to Eezeroum), yove7iticr 28ih.~Sincc 
■writmg tbe preceding, romours of the most alarming kind 
reJatiye io the movements of the newlj'.arrired Rnssian 
troops led me to belitn'e that onr comammcations mth 
Trebizond were senouslj menaced I accordingly resolved 
on carrying out my project of moving to a point where, while 
within easy distance of Erzeronm (three hours’ jonmey}, I 
should also be in a more favourable position to retire on the 
Kop Dagh moantain shoold the worst arrive. I have only 
got in here, and have no time to describe the place or it.s 
surroundings, as the post goes almost immediately. As I 
rode out of Erzeronm I noticed the eytraortlinaiy precautions 
of which Mukbtar Pacha had spoken. On the ramparts, 
sentries at fifty yards' intervals ; in the covered ways, a 
similar line 5 and fifty yards from the crest of the glacis a 
first line of sentinels in rifle-pits, not twenty yards apart. 
Another fifty yards further out a similar line, the rifle.pits 
alternating with those of the first lino. And this in hro.ad 
daylight. Add to this that Muhir Ah’, the chief of irregnlar 
horse, patrols incessantly the ground over which an enemy 
could advance, and it will bo seen that a sarjiriso is hardly 
possible. What may bo eflected by frank force remains to 
bo seen. 

U Illwqe (close to Erzeitoi'm), December ‘ith. — '^Vinto^ has 
set darkly in over Armenia; and cvciy day we marvel more 
and more how the Rnssians can hold their own iigainst the 
■ne.ather away njithc Dcvc-Boyun mountnins, notwithstanding 
even their felt-coveretl tents and wcll-R«i»pUcd stoves. Wc 
wJio are clown in the phin, that is, merely sii »hoos.aml bit 
above tho sea level, cannot bclpp]K?cnlntiiig on the feelings of 
the licleaguering force, perched on ridges a couple of thousand 
feetnbovo us. Ijct your readers only fancy nintcrintr in 
tents at an elevation something double that of Snowdon, nod 
inaclimate far severer than the insular ono of Orrat llrilain; 
vet tbero they arc, ami >shatc\cr their inlcntiona nbent 
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coming down .to sliare tiie flat-topped lionses of Erzeroum 
witli ns, tliej sliow not ,tlie sliglitest symptom of retracing 
tlieir steps. As I mentioned in my last letter, so persuaded 
am I tliat tlie present apparent inaction of tlie enemy is but 
a cover for some comprebensive and fatal move, as far as tbe 
capital of Armenia is concerned, tbat I tbougbt it best to 
occupy a strategic point, close to tbat cbosen by Sir Arnold 
Kemball a good many days ago. Postal and telegrapbic 
communications were my principal object, for wbetber 
Erzeroum be stormed or invested, we (tbe correspondents) 
would be for a considerable period after tbe event forced to 
beep our news for our oum particular delectation. I feared 
one of these particular possibilities : — First, and most likely, 
a turning movement of tbe extra- Russian troops coming up 
from Kars ; secondly, a violent bombardment and universal 
flight of telegrapbic and postal functionaries ; thirdly, a 
general assault ; after which, for some time, as far as I 
was concerned, a general disorganization of society would 
necessarily follow, not to speak of tbe always possible chance 
of coming in contact in tbe depths of tbe night with some 
assailant more or less artificially stimulated. All these con- 
siderations weighed with me in taking up my present posi- 
tion ; but, besides, I had another in view. When within 
Erzeroum one knows little or nothing of the enemy’s posi- 
tions ; here one is in the extreme line of patrols. 

A celebrated border guerilla chief, by name Muhir Ali, is 
charged with the surveillance of the mouth of the Olti 
Yalley, and general observance of the ground adjoining the 
mountains on the western side of the plain. He commands 
some hundreds of cavalry knovna as the Karapabaks, the 
“ black hats.” They are all border , men like himself, and 
wear as distinctive head-dress the truncated cone of black 
sheepskin, whence they derive their name. They have done 
good service along the Alexandropol frontier previous to 
the disastrous fight of Aladja, and, having retreated vdth 
Mukhtar Pacha, now constitute the only effective cavalry 
force at his disposition. They are armed with the sixteen- 
shooting Winchester rifle, with ■ a sprinkling of Martini- 
Peabody guns. Owing to the considerable period during 
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■n-liich they tave liad the choosing amid the cattle of the 
coiint:7, they are very fairly horsed; and, as a large number 
wear the overcoats of dead Cossacks, tolerably well clothed. 
I dare say they are a terror to the enemy — fa va sans dire— 
perhaps almost as much as to the Armenians of villa'^s such 
as this which I inhabit for the moment. The Armenians are 
a people who, as I have more than once previously mentioned, 
are a timid, clever, hardworking lot of folks, who, cither from 
long desuetnde or a natural dislike to arms, are but too apt 
to yield ready compliance to any demand accompanied by a 
promiscuous firing of pistols and brandishing of naked 
swords, unthout even the show of resistance. I should 
myself often feel rather timid when on irruption of wild 
horsemen breaks on the desolation of our WIHago u-cre I not 
under the shelter of the trjw name of “ Corrospondent.” 
There is a vague signification attached to this name, all the 
moi*e effeotivo that it is vague — the omne i^notnm pro 
terrihili. Sir Arnold Kembairs name is ’scarce second to that 
of lluklitar Pacha himself among people, civil and militarj*, 
hero When with a very justifiable caution ho left Krzeroum 
for a village not far from tWs, where ho still remains, J 
belioro his abandonment of the to^vn caused a serious 
fluctuation in money values; and I know that a.** a rule his 
movements are looked upon as exact indications of the 
fluctuations of Lord Bcaconsficld’s policy by the U'st- 
informed citizens of Erzeroum. 

Being in such close contact with the foremost patrols Innlurnlly 
learn a gpod deal about tho enemy’s movernouta n hicli labould 
not hear even from the Comrannder.in-Chiff him'self. Tor 
the moment the Bussinns limit tlicro.selvcs— that i«, their 
original force — to the immediate vicinity of the Deve-Boynu 
Pass, and the month of the OUi Valley, wlioro it del>onchM 
on the Erzeroum plain. From time to time n rcconn.aisvnncp 
is pushed along the mountains soutli.west of Erroroum, and 
wo generally become n>varo of it by the heasy guns on the 
ramparts in that direction trying their longest ningo in an 
endeavour to derange the movements of the intruders. Still, 
on the whole, tho Ktissian forces which coiuincml the lieights 
of Peve-Bovun have snspiciou-slr circuroecriUnl their nsovc- 
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I'noni?. rv.iny n slwowtl liypothosis is hs-AUVilt’d in the 
hetter-infonned 'I’ni'kisli militnrv eireles ns to llio n-hei'O- 
ainmls of the lately «lisenp»”:etl forces which hesicLretl Kars. 
As T mentioned in my last letter, tin* most extraordinary jire- 
cnutions are taken to ]>revesit a surprise, espeeially at the 
.side of the town opjiesito that ocetijned hy the eta'iny. A 
triple line of settiiitels ptard the entire north-easl<*rn front 
nitrht and day : and if the men do anythiinr like their duty, 
the Russians won’t p-et into Jhv.eronm as they did into Kars. 

1 know the C!ommander-it>-('hief eonnis mneh fm tin* wcatht:r, 
and hopes tlrat it will ohlipe the enemy to draw down into 
the plain to the rear towards Ha'^snn Kale. A et, 1 can never 
hrinp myself to believe that (he Kussian penends will abandon 
hardly-won positions which Turkish n'inforcenn'iits would 
render impropn a hie next sprinp. If an immediate attempt 
he not made in one form or another apiiinst. the town, either 
in the form of an assault or an investment., it may he that 
the enemy will withdniw to milder fpiarters hard by, leavhtp 
only an often-relieved garrison in the bleak jtass. In the ease 
of an investment, the hulk of the hostile army could Avintor 
on the road to Trebizond just as warmly sis in the other 
direction. Should they adopt the tirst idea, and ])ar(i!dly 
retire, IcaAnug onlj* a garrison in the ])ass, it maj' he that by 
a desperate .sortie the Turks will try to regain their lost 
laurels, and rc-occupy the all-important defile — after Kars 
the gate of Armenia. I .speak now of ])ossibiHties and pi-oh- 
ahilities ; as regards actual certaint}-, I am probabl}* as well- 
informed as the Commander-in-Chief himself. 

"Whatever he the result, the Ottoman Govei'umcnt has taken 
measures eminently calculated for the best, Avhiohevcr Avny 
things may turn. Want of money and general necessity 
hinted at an advanced colleclioji of imjiosts i7i money and 
land — a present advantage, and a sore blow to the foe in case 
of his successfully occupying Armenia. The Turkish autho- 
rities have required, and rcceiAmd in advance, the contrihii- 
tions of the province up to the year 1880 ; a proceeding, some 
Avill say, justified hy the circumstances. That may he; I 
merely chronicle the event. 

While awaiting the gi’ave circumstances Avhich any moment 
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may produce, perhaps a description of an Aimeuian village, 
far avay from the limits of European cirilization, maj" be 
acceptable. I rode from Erzeronm to Illidge in two hours. 
I crossed a wide bleak plain, blinding white with newlT-fallen 
snow. At Gnez, an intermediate village, I drew up to have 
a enp of coffee. My semi-military garb created a certain 
amonntof suspicion. “Who knows,” thought tho villagers, 
“ but this is only an earcuse to eater an ec/a, and once tliere, 
he is quartered on ns.” Such, it seems, is their expenenco of 
Ottoman officers. However, my horses standing unbridled 
and unpacked at tho door somewhat re-assured them, and for 
a backsheesh I got a couple of cups of unsugared coffee. A 
few words of question and answer. “ Have the Russian 
patrols been here ? ” “ No, pacha,” was tho reply. This I 
knew to be untrue, but in my hypothetic ckinicter these 
poor Armenians were not supposed to speak the absolute 
truth. From certain information, I know that the Cossacks 
bad been there but two evenings prcvioaslyto requisition hay 
and oats. I went on. 

An expanse of marshy ground, and a bridge which at a distance 
looked like that of a railway. Then came this village, Illidge. 

It looks like a pJ.ico that once was populou.s, ns the hcnsegoes 
here. Now there are empty houses and deserted— thorough* 
fares, I suppose I mu.st s.\y Streets they never could l>o 
called even in the best of times. Here and tbero a few Bn.s. 
picious-Iooking ducks and hens ivnndered, andocca.sionftllynri 
inliabitant peered cautiously round the angle of a sninv.hea|>otl 
dwellinf^. Tbo nowly-arrivctl horsemen might lio Co‘.,>-ack.s, 
or worse still, tbo Knrapabaks of Mubir Ali. A short 
parley, and the bolder of the inhabitants who vcnturiHl fortli 
were convinced that wc were neither ono nor the other. Asa 
result wo were shown to the house of the chief man of llie 
place, an unhappy individual, who, Ix) the new-eomers 
Christians or Jlussulmans, is responsible for evcrjtliiiJg. 
Then we cntcrcil the chief man’s hou.so. It uas a low, long 
building, tbo walls seven feet high, of rough st.hie rudely 
piled. The flat earth roof vast ilnckfy coveivd with snow. .1 

Ion" pass-ago led to a stable, wcopuHl by Imlf a dtrtcti eous, 

buffalo cahes, and horses. An odour of amnmtiia cih.*i!nl 
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from, tlie place. In one corner, and separated only by a low, 
wooden partition, was the oda, tbe “ gnest chamber. ” A kind 
of pathway ran np its midst conducting to a stove-like fire- 
place, where cattle droppings, kneaded with earth, smouldered 
dimly. On either side the pathway were bands of wood, 
indicating the divans, where a kind of rush matting covered 
the beaten earth np to the rongh wall. A mattress, two 
pillows, and a stuffed cotton quilt were luxuries accorded to 
the stranger guest. The level of the floors being considerably 
below that of the ground outside, and the roof of rough beams 
arched slightly, the chamber had a much larger and airier 
appearance than could be expected within the squat semi- 
subterranean building one looked at from the outside. In a 
kind of low gable opposite the fireplace, a single window eight 
inches square, and closed with white greased paper, admitted 
a dim light. Coming in from the blinding glare of the snowy 
plain, it was like entering a coal-cellar. ' At one’s elbow, shut 
off only by a partition eighteen inches high, cows and calves 
munched their chopped straw. To inhabit the oda of an 
Armenian peasant’s house is literally to inhabit a stable. All 
the sights, sounds, and odours of a rude, close stable are pal- 
pable to a degree far from pleasant. From the space outside 
the stable door ran long corridors of unplastered, uncemented 
rubble masonry, leading to the different chambers. The oda 
of the female portion of the family was a gi’eat square 
chamber, thirty feet either way, roofed with the peculiar kind 
of .cupola common in these countries. Great beams cross 
diagonally above the corners, others cross these in an opposite 
sense, each tier advancing more than that below it over the 
centre of the room, till after six or seven tiers, a dome is 
formed, having in its summit a square opening, through which 
come air and light. There are a great many other chambers, 
devoted to storing grain, chopped straw, and hay, and agri- 
cultural implements. These houses are admirably adapted to 
the extremes of temperature of this climate. In summer the 
thick -vvalls and earth-covered roofs keep the rooms compara- 
tively cool ; and when, as now', the cold is almost insupport- 
able outside, the oda, under the joint influence of dung-fire 
VOL. II. K 
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CHAPTER T. 

THE FALL OP PtBTXl. 

The Operations in Bulgaria.— Attacks on the Army of the Lorn.— Captnre of 
Elena hy Suleiman Pacha.— Recapture by the Russians anJ Retrcit of the 
Turks.— State of ASairs before Plerna —Condition of Osman Pacha's 
Army. — The Situation early in December.— Reports of Prisoners. — Russian 
Reinforcements — Osman Pacha'a Preparations for a Sortie. — The Kight 
Before — A Spy. — Abaudonment of Torkuh Positions. — (ieneralSkobelctTs 
Adranee. — A Panorama of Ibe Battle.— The First Circle Broker.— The Orcna- 
diers laAction. — The Sortie Tirtnally Repulse*!.— Renewed Struggles.— Dc«» 
perate Fighting. — Plernain the Hands of the Russians, — The White FJig — 
Negotiations for % Capitulation —On the Bridge. — Aspect of the Battlefield — 
InterTiew with Tefik Bey. -Osman Pacha Wounded.— Conference between 
Ganetsky, Strukoff, and Osman Pacha.— UneonditioDal Surrender of the 
Turkish Army.— Arrival of the Grand Duke Nicholas with bis Suit— 
Entry into Plevna. — Heetiog between Osman Pacha, the Onnd Duke, and 
Prince Charles — Osman Pacha’s Place in History.— .^ppearsnee of the 
Tnrkfsh Troops.— Osman's Jfode of tiviog.— Inside P/evox— Tifik Bey and 
Geaeral Skoboleff Dine and Compare Notes. — Traces of the Contest.— 
ObseiTations on the Policy of the Defence.— Review of Raglan Trorpi 
on the Battlefield of Plerna by tho Emperor, the Onsa 1 Poke and Prince 
Charles.— Departure of R»lnfoirem*nta for the Army of the Balkans.— 
Estimate of the Strength, and Aceonotof the Distribution of the Hilltary 
Foroes in European Turkey. 

FRFQBEyr contests, some of wbich avert) bj no menn.s insij'tnfi. 
ennt, tbougb nono cxcrcisctl onyimporlont inflocnco on tho pro- 
gress of the avar, took place in vnrions part.s of Baltraria tluring 
the latter part of tlio month of NovcmlKT. The outposts of tho 
armj imtler tho command of the Cz.'ircTvitch avero contimiall/ 
molested, but, after some fighting, more or less hcvcn-, the 
arrival of Rnssian reinforcements genemll}- gave the aign.il 
for the retreat of tho Turks. On the ith of I)t>cein!.cr thf 
forces under Snleim.an Pacha, fonning l>art of tho Annv of 
Shnmia, advanced «is far ns Mctchkn, the Hii«i‘vlatt‘i 
back before them: suli^^^qnentlr tho hatter au-ro rvinf<>n-.<!, 
and a sharp cngagerae^’it ensueil near Mctchkn nrd Trwtirrh, 
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south. o£ Pji’gos, on tho Lower Lorn. In this engagement, 
wliiclL lasted for five hours, the Turks suffered severely from 
adopting the system that had so often proved disastrous to 
tlieir opponents. Advancing across the open to assail the 
Russians, Avho -were under the cover of their entrenchments, 
tlie Turkisli troops sustained heavy losses, and no less than 
two thoiisand five hundred bodies Avero stated to have been 
picked up by the Russians, at the close of the day, in front of 
their positions. Such disasters afforded a striking evidence of 
the reckless tactics of Suleiman Pacha, Avhich had cost that 
commander so dearly during the protracted struggle in tho 
Shipka Pass ; for there is no reason to doubt that the descrip- 
tion of tlie affair, as a rccoimaissance, in the Turkish official 
despatches, correctly indicate its merely tentative character. 
These operations, at all events, produced no result, unless it 
were to dh'ert attention from other points, or to induce the 
Russians to send a part of the troops, Avhich were continually 
crossing the Danube, to reinfoi’ce the Ai'my of the Czarewitch 
instead of the army before Plevna, or that under Gieneral 
Gourko in the Balkans. 

On the left wing of Suleiman Pacha’s Army, however, 
a more important movement soon declared itself. On the 
4th of December a considerable Turkish force attacked and 
captured the important strategic position of Elena, on the 
road from the Balkan Passes east of Tirnova to that town. 
During eight hours’ fighting, the Russians, under the com- 
mand of Prince Mirsky, suffered heavy losses, and were 
at length compelled to fall back upon JacoAvicka, a fortified 
position at the entrance to a gorge, where, on the follow- 
ing day, their assailants again attacked them with vigoui’, 
but Avithout success. According to Turkish accounts, three 
hundred Russians were taken prisoners on this occasion, 
besides the capture of eleven guns, twenty ammunition 
waggons, and a quantity of ai’ms. Eor a time,' this movement 
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VTore tie aspect of a formidable attempt to do soractliing for 
tie relief of Ple-vna ; but the stand made at Jaconucka bavin" 
afforded time for the arrival of strong reinforcements, the tide 
soon turned- -Accordin" to s Bnssian despatch, Saleiman 
Pacha had at this time ten thousand men stationed oppo- 
site Slataritza, and thirty thonsand opposite Jacowickn. 
But o^y tTvo days after the capture of Elena the right 
Turkish column was driven from the former place, and com- 
pelled to retreat towards Prcbova; and, subsequently, Elena 
fell once more into the hands of the Russians, having been set 
a-fire and evacuated by Suleiman Pacha These and some 
aimless and disastrous attacks, renewed by the right wing of 
Suleiman Pacha’s army, upon the positions of the Czarcwitch 
on the Lower Lorn, virtually brought to a close the offensive 
operations of the Army of Shumla, the progress of events 
aftenvards compelling its commander to concentrato his forces 
for the defence of the Rustchuk, Rasgrad, and Shumla lino. 

Thus, ono by oue, the hopes of the gallant defenders of 
Plevna were extinguished. In tho south-east, the cnptnro of 
the Pravea Pass by General Gonrko had effectually dcstroywi 
tho plans of the commander of that jVrmy of Relief on which, 
at Constantinople, such coaBdont expectations had been basoil, 
and, as wc have seen, tho desperate attempt of the Army of 
Shumla to advance by breaking through the lines of the Amu 
of the Lorn, had no lcs.<? signally failed. At Plevna, vigorous 
Forties, chiefly against General Skobclcff's position'!, contimictl 
to fnmish employment for tho troops under that distinguishid 
commander, while the difficulty of finding filiclter from Ihe 
bullets of the Turks, finally compelleil him to shift his hrarl- 

quarters to TJzcudol, thrce-qunrtcra of a mile fmm hi'! former 
quarters at Brc'itovcc. TJicqucstion, however, had now it^olre*! 
itself simply into that of how long O-man Pnrha could hold 
out upon his nccumulatwl stores; and vhen ho wouM !<• i-om- 
polled to make that attempt to “break tbrongb," wbn-h. 
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despite its desperate and even hopeless character, few doubted 
would furnish, the final incident of his memorable defence. 

With regard to these points, some uncertainty still prevailed. 
But the plans of Osman , Pacha were soon removed from the 
region of speculation. 

nearly four months had now elapsed since the 18th of July, 
when General Schilder-Schuldner made the first attempt to 
tahe Plevna. He was permitted to enter, but when his men 
were beginning to make themselves at home, they were fired 
upon from -windows and roofs of houses and suffered enormous 
loss. Two days after, the attack was renewed and repulsed 
with heavy loss. On the 30th of August, General Kriidener 
and Prince Schahofsky made a great attack upon the place, and 
sustained a great defeat. A third attack was made under the 
eye of the Emperor on the 11th of September, and completely 
failed. Einally, Plevna succumbed rather to famine than to 
the sword. , 

The following letters afford particulars of the condition of 
affairs before Ple-vna on the eve of the crowning event of 
the sortie and the surrender : — 

f IJzENDOL, Loptcha Road, Deceinber 2nd . — The Russian leaders 
I have no middle course. They dared in September to 
attack Osman unth 65,000 men. They do not dare to 
attack him now udth 120,000, although he is considerably 
weaker than he was then. They do not even dare to detach 
General Gourko with a force to carry out another important 
movement, and they are allowing Osman, with probably less 
than 50,000 men, to neutralize a force nearly three times 
that number, while the fine season which has favoured them 
in the most extraordinary manner is passing rapidly away. 
Evidently, if they erred on the side of rashness in September, 
they are erring on the side of timidity now. 

The weather continues remarkably fine. Since the severe 
storm on Hovember the 27th there has been but one slight 
shower. The roads all about Plevna are excellent, but down 
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near the Danube they are very bad. The ground hero h 
very wet, the nights are cool, and the water freezes, but thaws 
a few rainutes after sunrise. 

A correspondent, writing from Tnma Srarguerelle, on the 3rcl 
of Depember, shows the difficulty under which outsiders at 
that date laboured of obtaining accurate information regarding 
Osman Pacha’s chances of holding out. It will also bo seen how 
constantly the strength of tho Russian forces was increasing : 

§ The weakest part of tho Russian and Roumanian lines at Plevna 
is defended by no less thansuty-twognns, thefireof which can 
he concentrated on any spot the Turks may choose for a sortie ; 
besides this, there is a musketry 6ro that can only bo called 
murderous. During any night attack, the allied troops have 
orders to fire horizontally, ra«er fa terre, to the ground, and 
owing to the conGguration of tho hills, which ri«o at about 
the samo gradient throughout, this, if carried out, will ho 
most deadly. With regard to tho provisions, or rather tho 
want of them, in Plevna, a subject nWnt which ovcrj'body 
speaks most and knows least, and which necessarily is only a 
matter for conjecture, I was taken to seo a Turkish non- 
commissioned officer on Satunlay, tho Ifit of Deceuibcr, nho 
was captured by tho Roumanians during the provious night, 
whilst trying to stalk a Roumanian horse. IIo a as shown 
mo by a Roumanian officer of tho Staff, as a proof of tho 
stan’ing condition tho Turks were in. What I haw was 
a good-looking, thin, •wiry man, aliout 5 fix't P inehi-s : 
his clothes tom, and of much too light m.stcnal ftir (his time 
of year; altogether, what I should call a man in hanl-trainiiig 

fit, in racing terms, to “run for his life,” and whuwing not 

a bit more signs of wear and tear nl»oiit him than live or sk 
weeks of linnl campaigning would warrant. 

On Sand.ay, the 2nd, I saw here in Tuma MaTguerrlle thirty- 
seven prisoners taken at Plcnm by tho Rmiiuani.'ms whiM 
cutting wood outside tho Tnrkjsh works. I had rvi-ry 
opportunity of looking at them ns they were K-tng j.h..f<»- 
craphed, and wore carefully brought out one by one and 
ciaminc<I, wit}, a view of getting tho wor^t i*>intii of lh« 
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Turks in tke best position of tlxe photographs. Among them 
Tvere txvo men, both old, ^’anting in physique, utterly -worn 
out, and suffering, I think, from acute dysentery, their clothes 
in rags, feet sxvathed in dirty bandages, and, as they stood 
ankle-deep in the foul mud, leaning their weary weight against 
the backs of their stronger comrades who stood in front of 
them, one’s heart sickened at what is truly the saddest picture 
I have seen of the war. Turning from these to the other 
side of the group, stands prominent an unmistakable Punjabi, 
tall, straight as a dart, clean, a soldier every inch, and healthy 
and well fed to boot. Next to him, scarcely reaching his 
shoulders, is a light infsntry sergeant, the large orange 
coloured chexT’ons standing out clean on his arm, his clothes 
trim, the green braid on his jacket being even fit for parade, 
his sharp-cut features showing intelligence and health. I 
have given the best and worst of the thirty-seven ; of the 
rest, some five or six were lame, they had marched thirty-two 
miles in two days, over very bad roads, the first day in heavy 
rain ; some two or three were sick, and some tired, but in no 
case were there the tell-tale lines in the hands and neck 
which I have learnt in my Indian experience so surely denote 
want of food. Their own acpount is that bread is growing 
scarce in Plevna, only one piece being given to each soldier 
a day, that meat was plentiful, but no wood to cook it with. 
Hence they were taken prisoners in trying to procure some. 
All this must be taken with the gi’eatest caution, as, like true 
Orientals, a Turk quickly divines what his questioner -wishes 
him to say, and as quickly says it with such an air of perfect 
truth that it is hard to disbelieve even when you know this 
Eastern peculiarity of his. 

The opinion that, at the fall of Plevna, Osman Pacha will be 
taken prisoner with his whole army, is daily gi’owing more 
general. That he can break through the Russian and 
Roumanian works seems almost impossible. Hay by day 
have they been strengthened till, at their weakest spot, sixty- 
two cannon sweep the ground. Even supposing him throug’h 
the lines of the allies, without transport, without cavalry, 
with his troops necessarily disorganized by the performance 
of such a splendid feat of arms, he would be impeded by 
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cartridges, a new pair of sandaJs to each man, and that, to all 
appearances, the concentration would begin at once. A 
curious detail which he cited was that each soldier received 
a small portion of oil for keeping his gun in order. 

At ten o’clock another spj* came in, who reported that Osman 
was concentrating near the bridge over the Vid. The spy 
had come direct from Plevna, and having given this infor- 
mation he disappeared again in the darkness. A few minutes 
later there was a telegram stating that from the other side 
a great many lights were seen moHng abont in Plc^-na, an 
nnusnal thing. Evidently there was some movement on 
foot, and the spies were right. 

The night wore slowly awajr. The snowstorm ceased, and was 
followed by dark clouds scudding swiftly across the sky, with 
now and then a blast of sleet. At three o'clock another spy 
brought news that the men of Skobolelf’s command had a 
position on the side of the Green Hill, and that the Krisliinc 
redoubts were being abandoned. Ho was very sore, lie said, 
that all the positions along our fido would shortly bo 
abandoned. Would he go along and lead the way into tho 
Krishino redoubts at tho risk of being Iwyoneted if his 
words should not prove true ? Yes, he would, anti orilers 
were given by Skoboloff for tho troops to begin to mou* 
cautiously forward, and feel their irny with care. This was 
done, and tho positions were taken. 

At last now it wa.s certain that the Turks were moving, ami 
that tho final decisive moment had corao. SkoWlelT onleml 
tho captured positions to be instantly plnen! in a state iif 
defence, in case the Turks, repulsed and not yet re.idy tf> 
sun-ender, should attempt to re-capture them. The gn*y 
light of morning came. It uns cloiuly, and thrvatennl 
rooro snow. Suddenly there wn'i the licwming of tliirty or 
forty guns speaking ahnost together, followed instantly by 
that steady, cnushiiig roll we Itave hanied to know so well. 
The battle Iind Iiegun. The giant, after defending hiin"<lf 
four months, hurling thundcrlmll nfter thumlerNdt upm 
his enemies, was now struggling tlmnigh the nu-slies he 
had allowcil to Iw thrown around him, and was m lus turn 
attacking the trenches and earthworks which h- Ind l.auylit 
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Hs enemies so ■vrell L.o'sv to defend. We mounted our 
horses and rode toM’ards the battle. It was in the direc- 
tion of the bridge over the Vid, on the Sofia road, and 
hnlf an hour’s ride brought us in sight of the conflict. 

A terrible and sublime spectacle presented itself to our view. 
The countiy behind Plevna is a wide open plain, into which 
the gorge leading up to Plevna opens out hke a tunnel. 
The plain is bounded on the Plevna side by steep rocky 
bluffs, or cliffs, along whose foot flows the Vid. Prom 
these cliffs, for a distance of two miles, burst here and there, 
in quick, irregular succession, angry spurts of flame, that 
flashed and disappeared and flashed out again. It was the 
artillery Are of the Turks and Russians, which, from our 
point of view, appeared intermingled. The smoke, running 
round in a circle towards the Vid, rose against the heavy 
clouds that hung right up on the horizon, while low on the 
ground burst forth continuous balls of flame that rent the 
blackness of the clouds like flashes of lightning. Through 
the covering of smoke could be seen angiy spits of 
fire thick as flreflies on a tropical night. Now and then, 
through an irregular curving sti’eam of Are we had indis- 
tinct glimpses of bodies of men hurrying to and fro, horses, 
cattle, carriages running across the plain, and, above all, the 
infernal crashing roll of the infantry Are, and the deep 
booming of more than a hundred guns. 

This is what had happened : 

Osman Pacha had during the night abandoned all his positions 
from Gririca to the Green Hill, and concentrated the greater 
part of his army across the Vid, over which he passed on 
two bridges, one the old, and the other the new one lately 
constructed. He took part of his artillery, some three 
batteries, and a train of about five or six hundred carriages 
drawn by bullocks. He succeeded in getting his army, the 
artillery, and part of the train over by daybreak. The 
Russians say that to have started with . so large a train is a 
proof that he was deceived with regard to the number of the 
Russian forces, and that he believed the Russian line, owing 
to the absence of General Gouxko, was very weak on the 
Sofia road, and thought another road along the Vid was 
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Tirtnallj open. It does not seom possible that be could have 
been so badly informed, and I am inclined to tbinlc tbo twin 
■u'as taken to serve a special purpose in the figbt. Indeed, 
the first thing the Rnssians perceived •^vllen daylight broke 
■was a line of -n-aggons drawn by bullocks, advancing upon 
them in close order across the plain. The smooth open level 
offered every facility for such a manceuATe. The Tnrks wore 
behind these waggons, which, piled fall of ba^age and 
effects of varions kinds, afforded very fair protection from 
bnllets. 

The attack was directed against the positions held hr the 
Grenadiers, north of tho Sofia road, whoso lines extended 
from tho road to a point opposite Opancs, where they were 
joined by tho Roumanian carving line through Susnrla. It 
is said the attack was made m'th 20,000 men, but I 
doubt this, as there was really not room for so many to 
deploy unless they had descended from the lioigbts of Opines, 
and taken the Roomaninn positions, and 1 bavo sot beard 
that they did this. Nor did they even attack tbo Russian 
positions south of the road, as they would proKibly bavo 
done bad they attacked in sneb force. At any rate, tlie 
attack was a most brilliant and daring one. 

Tbo Turks advanced as far as they conld under cover of their 
waggons, wbilo tbo Russians poured m a temblo firo on tlieni 
from their Berdan breechloaders, scarcely leis destructive 
than tho Peabody, and opened on tho advancing lino witfi 
shell and shrapnel. Tbo Turks then did n splendid piree of 
bravery, only equalled by SkolvIcfTs capture of tho two 
famous rcdoubt.s. ProUibly finding their cover fieginninv 
to fail them, owing to the c-altlo being killeil get l ing 
frightened and running away, they dashed fon\nnl with n 
shout upon the lino of trenches held by the Sibrcrnky or 
Siberian Regiment, swept over them like a tornado, |>onntl 
into the battery, Uiyonctcd tho artilliTyincn, ()fli<'ers and 
men, who, with despemto heroism, stixjd to their pirvti to 
ne.irly a man, and seized Iho whole latterj-. The .s'ihnT*Vy 
Rc'riraent had betm overthrown and niiirly annihil.it«il. 1 In* 
Turks bad broken the first circle that held them in. Had 
they gone on they nould have found tw'o mom; hut they di I 
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not linve time to pro on. TJic Knssiaus rallitul iilmo.=?{, iinmo- 
diittoly. 

(jcnoral Sinikoft. of llio kknpt'ror's siaff, brong'lif up tko 1‘irst, 
krigjido of Givnadior.-?. ^v1u>, lod by tlioir gonoral — T forgot 
lii.s nauio. bni Ike Kii.-^sians will rcinonilu'f if— flung flieni- 
selvc.s on fho Turks with -fury. A liand-fo-hand fight 
en.sucd. in.in to man, bayonet to bayonef, wlu’cli is said fo 
have lasted several minutes, for fhe 'rnrk.s clung fo fho 
captured jiruns with dogged ob.sfinaey. ’J’hoy scorn to liavo 
forgotten in the fury of luittlc that, they had oomo out to 
escape from Plevna, and not to take and hold a hafiery, a?id 
they held on to the g'nns with almost tiie same desperation 
which the Russian dead around them had shown a few 
minutes hefore. Nearly all the Turk.s in the hatfle were 
killed. Those in the flanking freuehe.s open fo the Russian 
fire had, of course, very little shelter, and were soon over- 
powered, and began a retreat. Avhich, under fho mnrderou.s 
tire sent after them, instanil)' became a flight. Some took 
shelter behind the broken waggons, and returned the lire 
for a time, but the majority made for tlic dee]) banks of the 
Yid, where they found ample .shelter from the Russian shells 
and bullets. Thev formed here behind the banks, and 
instantly began to return the Russian lire. 

It was now about half-past eight, and the Turkish sortie was 
virtually repulsed, but the battle raged foi- four hours longer. 
The losses inflicted from this time forward wore not great on 
either side, for both armies were undci’ cover. The Turk.s 
were evidently appi-ehensive that the Russians would charge 
and drive them hack in a mass into the gorge. The Russians 
were resolved to prevent another sortie, and so both sides 
kept it up. Indeed, there seemed at first every probability 
that the Turks would tiy it again, though it was evident to 
any one who knew the strength of the Russian lines and had 
seen this affair, that escape was hopeless from the first, even 
though Osman Pacha had ha'd tudee the number of men. 


I or four hours the storm of lead swept on, as 100 guns sent 
forth flame and smoke and iron. During all this time we 
were in momentary expectation, of seeing one .side or the 
other rush to the charge. W^e could hardly yet realize that 
VOL. II. L 
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tills wag to be tbe last fight we should ever see around 
PleTua, and that when the gnus ceased firing it was the last 
time we should hear them here. It was n strangely 
impressive spectacle. Behind us, tho plain, stretchin" 
away to the horizon, dark and sombre, under tho 
dull lead-coloured clouds of the black Ifovcmbor day. 
Before us, the gorge leading up to Plevna, fianked on 
either side hy steep high cliffs, and between us and them 
the smoke, and roar, and fire of battio filling the air m'th 
its mighty thunder, a battle on which hnng the fate, not 
of Plevna, for the long-bcleagucrcd torni was already 
in the hands of tho Russians, hut of Osman Pacha and 
his army. 

About twelve o’clock tho firing began to diminish on both sides, 
as if hy mutual agreement Then it stopi>ed entirely. The 
rolling crash of the infantry and tho deop-toned bellowing of 
the artillery were heard no more. The smoko llftctl, and 
there was silence — a silcnco that will not bo broken hero for 
many a long year, perhaps never again, by tho souftds of 
battio. 

Tho firing had not ceased more than h,-!!/ an hour when a white 
flag was seen waring from tho road leading around the cUfTs 
beyond the bridge. Plevna had fallen, and 0.sm.in Pnclix 
was going to surrender. 

A long, loud shout went up from (ho Rns’Jian nnny vhon the 
white flag was seen, and its signilicanco wag uiulerstood — a 
joyous shout that suept over that dreary plain, and v-rh 
echoed b-ack s onoronsly by tbe sullen, mggvd cliffs o\ erhniig. 
inf^ tbe scene. Tbo thrill of gladness in thy shont showi-d 
how deeply the Rufswu soldiers luid dreaded the long, 
weary waiting through tho winter months nmitl snow ftiid 
mud round this impregnable stronghold. It «as clear that 
a load had been lifted from every lionrt. 

A moment later, a Turkish officer wiw sein riding over tU 
bridge with a white tLag in Ids baud. Ho ro<lo forward to 
General Ganctsky, in comwand of the Gn-nadirrr, l>.nhrd a 
moment, and then rodo l«ck. As it tunu-d ,.ul, hr wai nn 
officer of inferior rank, and ivturned U-cwim' Gom-ra! Oat'f*- 
i.k 7 instructed him to send an officer with the ra«L of pi' .-* 
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to negotiate tlie terms of capitulation. Then thirty or forty 
of us, headed hy General SkohclefP, u'ho had been this 
morning placed on the Sofia road, rode down the road 
towards the bridge, within point-blank range of the Turkish 
rifles, if the Turkish soldiers grouped in masses on the road 
behind the bridge on the cliffs overlooking the Yid had 
chosen to open on us. About fift}' yards from the bridge, 
and seventy-five from some masses of Tui*ks on the other 
side, we halted. General SkobelclT and two or three other 
officers waved white handkerchiefs. This signal of amity 
was answered by the waving of a piece of white muslin, 
about two yards square, attached to a flag-staff. Then two 
horsemen came forward, each carrying a white flag. They 
rode across the bridge and approached us. There was a 
moment’s conversation with Skobeleff’s interpreter, and then 
it was announced that Osman himself was coming out, and 
the two horsemen galloped back. 

“ Osman himself coming out ! ” exclaimed all of us with sur- 
prise. This was indeed an unlooked-for incident. 

“ At any rate we will give him a respectful reception,” ex- 

, claimed one Russian officer, in the gallant spiiit of true 
chivalry. 

“ That we will,” said another. “TVe must all salute him, and 
the soldiers must present arms.” 

“ He is certainly a great soldier,” exclaimed another, “ and he 
has made an heroic defence.” • 

“ He is the greatest general of the age,” said General Skobeleff, 
“for he has saved the honour of his country. I will proffer 
him my hand and tell him so.” 

All were unanimous in his praise, and the butcheries of Russian 
wounded committed by the Turkish army of Plevna were 
forgotten. 

All around me the ground was covered with grim relics of 
battle. Here and there the earth was uptorn by the explo- 
sion of shells. Hear me lay a horse groaning and struggling 
in death. Close by, an ox, silently bleeding to death ; his 
great, round, patient eyes looking mournfully at us. Just 
before me was a cart with a dead horse lying in yoke as he 
had fallen, and a Turkish soldier lying alongside whose head 
^ L 2 
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liad been carried a-n-ay. Another man was lying tinder the 
traggon, and aronndtv ere four tvonaded men lying, gazing 
up at the murky sky, or covered up u-ith the hood of their 
ragged grey overcoat dratra over their faces. A^ot one of 
them uttered a sound. They lay there and bore their sniTerings 
urith a calm stolid fortitude which brought tears to my eves. 
Just behindthe waggon thegronnd was ripped topieces by shell- 
fire, telling how these unfortnnates had met their fate. The 
road and its edges were dotted here and there with dead and 
wounded Turkish soldiers, oicn, horses, and shattered carts, 
and a few hundred yards north of the rmd, the ground over 
which Osman Pacha’s sallying column had made that heroic 
charge was literally covered with dead and wounded. Russian 
uoctora were already going about on the field looking after 
tlio wounded, and giving them temporary dressing, while 
waiting for the ambulances to com© up 

All these things I observed during the panse, which was hrokon 
at last by shouts of “There he is? lie i.s coming/" nn<I I 
rodo forward again to the point of main interest. Tuo 
horsemen were again approaching with a white ting, the 
bearer of which was apparently merely a common soldier. 
He wore a fez, a long dirty brown cloak, and verj' nigginl 
footgear. The other horseman wore n bright red fez, wliic/i 
set off the olliccr’s blue cloak. Ho was clean and n.'itty, and 
had on fresh gloves. Ho •mis com/vinitireJy yniing, with a 
round, rosy face, clean nliavcil, light mon.sthche, Flraighl 
no.se, and blue cyc.s. He did not teem over thirly-fivr ye.uN 
old. 

“ This cannot bo Osman Pasha,” was the gencml cTelamation. 

In fact it was not he, hut Tclik Hey, his chief of sfaiT IVas 
it possible that thi.s boyish-Io<*king face Udonged to OsunnV 
ri^’ht-hand man, who must liavc played so greal a |nrt in tie 
organization and maintenance of 0«nuinV mighty <lrfrnet» ? 
ItRcemed strange, but it was tnie The ’furkB haic the nifrit 
nt Ica.st of not being afraid of young men. I saw no tottr ring 
grcy-l»canlod ofTiccrs in this c-aptn-c bn^t. Kvery t.no on oar 
side sainted ns Tcftk Hey nxle «p. He h.*iltrd for a monr-nt 
and was silent. He then spoke in French with gi>utl arc* nt. 
but slowly, ns if choosing his wonR 
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He said “ Osman Paclia ” — ilien stopped fully ten seconds before 
he proceeded — “ is ■wounded.” 

This "was the first intimation "sve had had of this occurrence. 
AH expressed their rcgi-et. 

“ Hot severely, vre all hope ? ” exclaimed General SkobolefT. 

“ I do not know,” vas the answer, with a pause of a second 
between every word. 

“ Where is his Exccllenc}’ ? ” was the next question, 

“ There,” was Tofik Iley’s reply, as he pointed to a small house 
overlooking the road just beyond the bridge. 

Then there was a pause while we scrutinized our strange visitor, 
and he sui'veyed us, as it seemed to me, with the most perfect 
calmnness, but ob^’ious cni’iosity. The pause became embar- 
rassing. The Turk sliowed no hurry to speak, and the Russians 
evidently felt delicacy in asking if he had come to surrender ; 
besides which, there really was no officer there who had the 
right to treat with him. The situation was critical, and if it 
possessed an amusing element was also embarrassing. Both 
armies were watching us, not more than 600 yards apart, 
■svith arms in their hands, for the Russian infantiy had 
gradually moved do-um toward the bridge. Finally, General 
SkobelefE stammered out, “ Is there anybody yon would like 
to see ? — [pause] — With Avhom did you m’sh to speak ? — 

Is there anything ? — [pause] — What the devil is the 

matter -with the man ? Why don’t he speak ? ” blurted out 
the General, in English, turning to me. Tefik Bey remained 
impassive. I have seen more of him since, and I find he is 
singularly and habitually taciturn, but I believe his extreme 
taciturnity on this occasion was partly owing to emotion, in 
spite of the steady, inflexible front he maintained. 

“ General Ganetsky is in command here. He will be here pre- 
sently, in case you should like to speak to him,” General 
Skobeleffi finally observed. Tefik Bey simply nodded. 

“ Osman Ghazi has made a most brilliant and glorious defence,” 
said an officer. “ We esteem highly his soldierly character.” 
The Turk gazed steadily before him, and gave no sign that 
he had heard. 

“ We look upon him. as a very great general,” said another. 
Ho answer. The Turk’s eyes were bent in the direction of 
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Sofia, as thougli lookiog for llehemet Ali Pacta. Ttcrc 
eridentlj no use hying to converse -nitli tliis obstinately 
silent man, and they gave it up. Fortunately, General 
Sfmhoff, of the Emperor’s staff, soon arrived, Tritb powers 
to treat. He asked Tefik if ho had authority from Osman 
Pacha to negotiate. It appeared not. I did not catch all 
that wag said; but the final result was that Tefik bowed to 
ns and galloped away back across the bridge. 

"We waited awhile longer. Some of the Turks on the bridge 
walked forward, and enme on to us, eotno ndth guns hur/g 
over their shoulders, others with guas in their h.inds. Tlicy 
walk about us and examine ns curiously. Tliousands of 
them are on the cliffs, not more than fifty yards distant, look- 
iug down on us with composure, all ■with arms in their 
hands. Ono well-directed volley wonld tliin our Pussian 
cadres thus side of the Vid very appreciably, for by this tiino 
there must have been a hundred oflicers gathered licrp, and 
the capitulation was by no means arranged a.? yet. On the 
heights to our right we sec the Pussinns moving up to the 
redoubt on one side, w'hilo tbo Turks were leaving it on the 
other. Presently Geueral Gnnetsky nrrtvi*s, ami then the 
way is blocked with waggons, dead horses and nxiu. The 
men have all been carried off, hat hcsulo the waggon near the 
bridge I sco ono young fellow lying wotindetl. He li«i laid 
himself carefully domi there, with his cloak wrajijicd nttiinid 
liim, and his rifle and knapsack under his bend, lie evidently 
takes pridoin his gun, a Pf.abo«ly, for it is very bright and 
clean, and he has imt it carefully iimler him, so that it m.ay 
not bo taken tiway. He did not think topirt «tth it t-o ►rtm. 

Ho is scarcely seventeen, ami the doctor who ha.i drcvitil bi*i 
wounds says ho uill not tiro till night, 

■\Ve thread our way cautiously over the bridge, tlirongh bn>l.ru 
carriages ami dead liotlics of hon-ca and cattle, and fil'd tuir- 
solves among the Turks. Tlicn? are ^evcrol di-ad ly ing in tie' 
ditch liesido the road. Some woumkil arc limi>i«g nh’iig 
with U.S, going Hc.avcn knows tvliitber, tind tbvrv arc Xr,c> 
seutinds standing in n trench omrlnoking tlic river, keepw/ 
their watch ns though they wen? looking for an attack at a-y 
moment. 
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As we advance tlie crowd gets thicker. The TnrldslL soldiers, 

■ witk guns and kayonets in tkeir kands, raen at wkomwe liave 
keen shooting, and who were shooting at ns two hours ago, 
gaze at ns with a scowl, some with a savage expression, hut 
there are pleasant intelligent faces also, which look at ns 
with steady, clear, inquisitive eyes. General Skokeleff, sen., 
recalled an episode of the Hungarian insurrection resemkling 
this, where there was an armistice, and a great number of 
Austrian officers crossed over the bridge to the Hungarians 
as we did here, when the Hungarian commanding officer 
opened his ranks and fired his cannon, charged to the muzzle 
with mitraille, on the Austrians. Let ,us hope the two in- 
cidents will not resemble each other in all respects. 

"When the General is about a hundred yards from the bridge 
the crush is so great that we can advance no further, and inr 
deed we do not wish, for it is in this little house overlooking 
the road that Osman Ghazilies wounded. Generals Ganetsky, 
Strukoff, and some others have gone to see him. I was unable 
to get in owing to the crowd. The conference did not last 
more than a few minutes. 

The terms of capitulation were easily arranged. The surrender 
is unconditional. Osman consented at once. If surprise be 
expressed that he should have so suddenly agreed, it is only 
necessary to state that he could do nothing else. In order to 
attempt a sortie, he had to abandon all the positions in which 
he had defied the Russians so long, and to concentrate his 
army down on the Yid. These positions once lost were lost 
for ever, because the Russians occupied them almost as soon 
as he left them. He was down in the valley ; they on the 
surrounding hills, with an army three times as- large as his. 
He had to surrender without delay, for they were^.di’awing 
the cirole tighter every moment. His position Was like 
Hapoleon III.’s at Sedan. The disparity in numbers was 
greatei’, and he had not even the shelter of the village. So 
Osman Ghazi, the Yictorious, surrendered unconditionally 
the gallant army vith which he had held this now famous 
stronghold for so long, Tvith which he upset the whole Russian 
plan of campaign, and with which he defeated, in three 
pitched battles, Russia’s finest armies. 
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^Yc tinned back and over the bridge, and Osjuan Pacha got 
into a caiTiage and drove to Plevna. Tie G^ind Dnke 
Nicholas, ivith his staff, arrived a few minutes afteiwards, 
and passed tie troops in review. He was received with cieers. 
Halting, he spoke a few words to the Grenadiers which were 
greeted -with the wildest oeclamarion. The Grand Dnke has 
certainly the soldierly quality of knowing how to speak to 
soldiers. Then we pass again slowly across the bridge. 

The scene had now changed. No more armed Turks were to 
be seen. The interview wdth Osman Pacha had taken place 
about two o’clock. It was now three, and the Turks had all laid 
down their arms. They had obeyed the injnnction literally, 
and each man had simply laid his rifle down in the mud 
where he was standing when the order reached him. The 
ground was Uttered with arms, the same Peabody*Hartims 
that had wrought such destruction in the Russian ranks in 
July and September. Tho road lay thick with them, and 
we rode over them, trampling them under our horses' feet 
and spoiling hundreds of them. Osman’s army was not, 
however, all armed with Peabodys. 1 observed some Sniders, 
and a good many Krankas, evidently taken from tho battle- 
fields of July and September. 

'R’e rode slowly on towards Plovna, with the low hills on our 
right sloping up toward Knshine, and a valley on onr left be- 
yond which rose the heights of Oopanez. Soon wo camo to 
a mass of bullock- w.aggons composing the train to accomjiany 
tlie intended sortie. There must have been fivo or six hundred, 
and I observed a considerable number that seemed to belong 
to private persons, for they were foil of houscbold rilecbs, and 
Turkish women and children. It made ono shudder to think 
of these tender little ones within tho zone of that temWo 
circle of fire, and I was glad to think that none o! these pri- 
vate vehicles had probably oven gotso far ns tbo bridge. One 
hideously ngly old woman apostrophized us in good round 
plain-spoken terms, and eridcntly regarded us with venomous 
hatred. Nobody paid any attention to her clamour, but a 
hatch of Turkish soldiers as she nvved discovcrctl some cunl 
cheese in her waggon, which they seized and devoured 
greedily, bringing down on themselves her railing’. 
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There was miollior halt in our slow onward, progress, and the 
cry Avas heard, “ Osman.” ] pushed forward to find that ii 
was indeed Osman Pacha, who, having heard iliat. ihe Grand 
Dulcc was coming in this direction, had turned hack in liis 
carriage to meet liim. Osman Pat:lia Avas escorted by fifty 
Cossacks, and there followed him i.AVcnty-tiA'O or thirty 
Turkish otliccrs, all mounted on diminutn'e Turkish ponies. 
They Avere all, or nearly all, young men. Scarcely one among 
them seemed OA'or thirty, !^^ost had the faces of mere 
hoy students. “ Are these the hubs,” I imvardly exclaimed, 

. “ AA-itli Avhom Osman Pacha has accomplished such Avonders ? ” 
The Gi'and Duke rode up to the carriage, and, for some seconds, 
the tAvo cliiefs gazed into each other's faces As-ithout the 
utterance of a Avord. Then the Grand Dnke stretched out 
his hand, and shook the hand of Osman Pacha heartily and 
said ; — 

“ I compliment yon on your defence of Plevna. It is one of 
the most splendid military feats in history.” Osman Pacha 
smiled sadly, rose painfully to his feet in .spite of his Avound, 
said something wliich I could not hear, and then re-seated 
himself. The Russian officers all cried, “ BraA-o ! ” “ BraA'o ! ” 
repeatedly, and all saluted rcspectfAilly. There Avas not one 
among them AA'ho did not gaze on the Hero of PlcAma Avith 
the greatest admiration and sympathy. • Prince Charles, Avho 
had arrived, rode np, and repeated unAvittingly almost every 
word of the Grand Duke, and likcAAOso shook hands. Osman 
Pacha again rose and hoAved, this time in grim silence. 

He Avore a loose blue cloak, with no apparent mark on it to 
designate his rank, and a red fez. He is a large, strongly- 
hnilt man, the lower part of whose face is coAmred AAuth a 
short black beard, without a streak of grey. He has a large 
Roman nose, and black eyes. The face is a strong face, Avith 
energy and determination stamped on CAmry feature — yet a 
tii'ed, Avan face, also, AAuth lines on it that hardly were graven 
so deep I fancy five months ago ; and Avith a sad, enduring, 
thoughtfxil look out of the black eyes. 

“ It is a grand face,” exclaimed Colonel Gaillard, the French 
military attache. “ I was almost afraid of seeing him lest 
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tny expectation should bo disappointed, but he more than fulfils 
my ideal.” 

“ It is tlie face of a great military chieftain,” said young Skohe- 
leff. “ I am glad to have seen him, Osman Ghazi he is, 
and Osman the Victorious he rvill remain, in spite of his snr- 
render.” 

There may perhaps he exaggeration in the Kussian estimate of 
Osman Pacha. History Trill judge. But, thrilling with the 
impression of the great military event just accomplished, the 
magnificent defence ending in a halo of disastrons glory, there 
TT-'as not one of us who did not echo Skoheleff’s words. Beit 
remembered that Osman Pacha cannot be judged on ordinary 

' military rules for the reason that he had not a regular army ; 
technically speaking, not an army at all, bnt a mob of armed 
men, with scarcely any organization, with no discipline, save 
the natural and passive obedience of the Tnrkish peasant, 
and only such military education and experience as Tvere 
gamed in the trenches and on the batt]e.fic)d. This is the 
highest form of generalship, to accomplish mighty results 
with means which most military men would have regarded as 
hopelessly inadequate. Osman Pacha had scarcely any officers 
of talent and experience with him. He has borne the weight 
of this stnpcndons defence on his own shoulders, a verj- 
Titan, defying, with his untrained and scanty levies, tbo 
serried legiotis of one of the greatest military powers of 
Europe. 

I rode through the Turkish troops after the surrender, when I 
had time to examine them closely. There were bad, rile faces 
amono' the horde, bnt there wxre also many bright faces, in 
whose eyes was no murderous glare. I shall never forget the 
face of one young officer who, Tvith folded arms, stood a pri- 
soner among his men, gazing at ns with a look of fierce de- 
fiant hate, that was softened by profound despair. The men 
all wore dirty brown cloaks, Tvith hoods pnlled doim over their 
leads and Terr ragged loot-geiir. They seemed ill-fed and 
were mostly miserally bedraggled and tattered, yet, withal, 
eaol man was a hero in our eyes when wo tlioaglit of the 
successive episodes of the long-protracted defence of rlcvca, 
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from tire repulse of Scliilder-Scliuldner to tlie final desperate 
struggle to break tbe ii’ou band of environment. 

In tbe follou'ing letter tbe same Correspondent continues bis 
narrative of tbis memorable episode in tbe war : — 

t Plevna, December 11th. — Osman Pacba, during tbe whole time 
of tbe siege of Plevna, up to tbe last day, lived in a tent, al- 
■ tbougb there are a great many comfortable, even fine, bouses in 
tbe toum. A true soldier, be preferred being almost as much 
exposed to tbe inclemency of tbe weather as bis own soldiers 
in tbe trenches. Osman, I am told, asked to be allowed to 
pass tbe night in Plevna, but as bis tent bad been struck, a 
bouse was given to him. Thus bis last night in PleATia was 
tbe first passed under a roof. 

After bis meeting -with Osman, tbe Grand Duke rode on to 
Plevna. By tbe time we reached tbe town it was nearly dark, 
and it presented a most miserable, wretched appearance. Hot 
that there were any ruins to contemplate, for tbe Russians did 
not probably throw above a dozen shells into tbis part of tbe 
town during tbe whole time of tbe siege, but narrow, crooked 
streets, a foot deep with thin liquid mud, in which thousands 
of men and horses were wandering about without apparently 
knowing where to go, and without any object ; lean, cadaverous- 
looking inhabitants who stood outside their doors, and saluted 
us timidly as we passed, as tbougb not quite sure that tbe Turks 
might not yet come out and catch them at it, and looking in tbe 
gloaming more like spectres than anything else ; bouses in which 
were seen no lights nor fires, cold, comfortless, and deserted, 
made up a scene that, in tbe gathering darkness of a bleak 
December evening, was dreary and depressing in tbe extreme. 
I bad attached myself to General Skobeleff, and while riding 
through tbe streets on our way to our old quarters on tbe 
Loftcba I’oad, we met Tefik Bey, Osman’s chief of staff, tbe 
same who bad come over tbe bridge to us vdtb tbe white flag. 
He bad become separated from Osman, and was wandering 
about with bis escort through tbe muddy streets, nobody 
seeming to know where to take bifn or where to go. General 
Skobeleffi immediately invited bi-m to dine and pass tbe night 
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at liis headquarters on' the Iioftcha road. Tefik Bej at first 
hesitated, as he thought he ought to endearour to join Osman, 
hut nobody knew where Osman. was. It seemed then probable 
that he had accompanied the Grand Duke to Bogot, and, at 
any rate, if he were in Plevna, the task of finding him mio’ht 
be one of hours in the darkness. General Skoheleff’s per- 
suasions, joined to those of Colonel Gaillard, whom Skobeleff 
had likewise invited, finally prevailed 
We then proceeded on onr way nptheBoftcha road. We passed 
nnder the two redoubts taken by Skobeleff in September, 
now silent and deserted, up across the Green Hill, across the 
labyrinth of trenches and works where, only twenty.four 
hours before, the Turks and Russians were still standing foot 
to foot and bayonet to bayonet All now was silent and lonely. 
Arriving on the top of the hill, we saw the lights of Brestovee 
gleaming on our right, and a short gallop brought us to 
Uzendol, General Skobeleff’s present headquarters 
A warm fire burning gaily in General Skobeleff’s mud hut, a 
glass of vodka, and some hot soup at once thawed out our 
benumbed hands and feet, and we were soon enjoying a hot 
. dinner, with the appetites of men who had been in the saddle 
since daylight, with not a morsel to cat. Tefik Boy seemed 
much depressed and downcast. Ho spoko little, and vas at 
first almost as taciturn as ho had been on the bridge. Ho 
brightened up, however, as tho meal progressed, drank a glass 
of red wine, a glass of sherry, and a conjilo of glosses of 
champagne, when General Skobeleff proposed tho health of 
Osman Ghazi, and drank to the bravo defenders of Plevna. 

A merrv smile broke over his face when Skobeleff asked him 
who had commanded the Turks on the Green Hill, and I 
think it must have occurred to him now for tho first time that 
his entertainer w-as Skobeleff, tho indefatigable, restless, dar- 
ing spirit with Avliom ho had exchanged so many hard blons 
on the Loftcha Road and Green Hill Nobody had mentioned 
Skobeleff’s name in his presence, nor had Skobeleff told him 
who ho was, but tho fact that wo had come out of the Loftclm 
Road, together with SkobelefTs question about tlio G reen Hill, 
was quite enough to enlighten him. So he said, with a smile. 

“ Ah, it is you who gave such tough work on tho Green Hill 
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all tills time. You arc General SkobelclT.” Skobclcfl: laughed, 
and said, “ Yes.” “ That ivas a very good attack of yours 
that evening in the fog and darlaiess. Very ivcll done. But 
you did not get it all.” “ ISTo,” said Skoheleff, “ I did not want 
it all.” And they both laughed. But, after this momentary 
fit of sunshine, Tefik Bey soon again relapsed into melancholy 
and gloom. It was partly the despondency and sadness 
natural under the circumstances, partly the reaction on the 
extreme excitement and tension of nerves during the last few 
days when preparing for the sortie, and partly extreme 
lassitude and fatigue. We had hardly swallowed our colTco 
when Skobelelf, taking pity on him, turned us all out, gave u]i 
his bed to Tefik, had another hastily made up for Colonel 
Gaillard, and then retired and passed the night in a hut of 
one of his officers ; and so ended this eventful day on our side 
of Plevna. 

A visit to the positions showed, what I have always maintained, 
that the Russian artillery was practically useless, although 
the gi'ound in many places was ploughed up with shells, better 
than the Bulgarian peasant ever ploughs it. The parapets and 
trenches showed no signs of shells having stnick them. 
The fact is, one man can repair all the damage done to 
an earthwork by one gun, and have plent}" of time to 
- sleep and smoke besides. The Trulcs, everything con- 
■ sidei’ed, were not badly off in the trenches. They had 
constructed little huts all along them under cover of parapets 
bullet-proof, and for the most part shell-proof. Here they 
cooked, ate, slept, and had only to step outside their dooi’S in 
case of an attack and seize their rifles, which were always 
ready loaded across the parapets. Colonel Gaillard 
told me he had observed many masked dummy figures with 
the fez on, Avhich the Tui'ks had evidently used to draw the 
enemy’s fire. This mask would be shown over the parapet, 
while three or four Turkish sharpshooters took up their 
stations a few feet on each side of it. The Russian on the 
look out, and seeing this figure, would fire at it, thus exposing 
himself to the bullets of the sharpshooters on either side, 
whom he would not have remarked. 

As regards the condition of Plevna, I know nothing about the 
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amount of provisions the inhabitants still had, I think thej- 
must have been nearly at the end of their supplies ; but as 
regards the military supplies, my belief is that Osman still 
had enough to hold the place three Tveeks longer. There ivere 
at least one thousand head of cattle yoked to the waggons of 
the train that attempted a sortie. There was a certain num- 
ber of horses, perhaps two or three hundred, some flour and 
rice, though I am unable to say how much. Tefik Bey 
acknowledged they had still supplies for the week. Under 
these circumstances it may be asked if Osman did not make 
a mistake in attempting a sortie now instead of three weeks 
later, when he might have made the attempt with equal 
chances of success. His duty was to hold the Russians here 
as long as possible. In three weeks tbe‘weather might so 
have changed as to prevent the Russians from attempting a 
march on Adrianople until next spring, which would have 
given Mehemet Ali time to oiganize the army he is now try- 
ing to form. If Osman conld have held ont a month longer 
it might have altered the situation very materially in favour 
of the Turks. 

On the other hand, several reasons have been offered to explain 
the attempt to break out at present, either of which irould 
be sufficient to justify Osman. It only remains to ascertain 
which of these reasons decided him to act. In the first place, 

I have heard it said, though I have not had time to investi- 
gate the report before leaving, that an epidemic, something 
resembling plague, had broken out in the town, which 
threatened in a few days to spread and annihilate thowholo 
popnlation and army as well. "When wo remember that some 
thousands of dead bodies were left to lio and rot around Plo^ma, 
the condition of the hospitals, of tho wounded and the sick, 
the privations and tho destitution of part of the inhabitants, 
the report is by no moans improbable, and such a danger 
would justify Osman in attempting a sortie, while ho yet had 
an army -with which to do it ; for tho impression is general— 
and this is the second reason gi\*en for making tho attempt — 
that Osman really hoped to break through. It v as no mere 
dash made with the intention of saving military honour in 
order to capitulate afterwards, but a genuine effort in which 
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lie flung liis force ugainst tlic Russian lines in tlic hope of 
breaking them -with one mighty blow. 

It is thought he ivas deceived; that ho believed G-ourko’s 
departui'e -with the Guard had so Aveakenod the Russian lino 
that ho had a fair chance of success. There was some ground 
for this belief, because Gourko has, it can do no harm to say 
so now, over 30,000 men of the best troops of the Russian 
army of the Guard. 0.sman might easily know of the 
departure of Gom’ko. It would be difficult for him to ascer- 
tain with what force ho had been replaced. The only meaus 
of ascertaining whether the barrier before him was a solid 

O 

wall, or only a curtain, was by dri%nng his sword tlu’ough it. 
How mighty was the blow he struck I have already described. 
The chances to a man inside Plevna may have appeared in 
favour of success in a sortie, and the moment most favour- 
able for attempting it. 

As to Gourko’s army, he eiddently hoped to avoid it by striking 
for Widdin. Finally, another reason given for Osman’s 
attempt is, orders from Constantinople to cut his way out at 
all hazards. Such an order would, of course, notify Osman 
as to the difficulty of such an order reaching him. That 
would have been easy enough. If the Russians had caught a 
man carrying such an order thi’ough their lines, they would 
have set him at liberty, and sent him on his way rejoicing. 
They would willingly have transmitted the order to Osman 
had the occasion presented. Thus there is no doubt that if 
the order were sent from Constantinople Osman is sure to 
have received it. This, therefore, may account for his attempt. 
It was evidently a mistake on the part of Osman to make the 
attempt now instead of waiting until he had only three days’ 
rations left, but it does not appear that it was a mistake he 
could have avoided, or for which he is responsible. 

A few notes from another Conrespondent will complete the 
story of the fall of Plevna : — 

§ Decemier ISi/t.— Yesterday 58,000 Russian and 12,000 Rou- 
manian troops formed up in two hues of quarter columns 
on the battle-field of Plevna for inspection by the Emperor, 



TOO 


v:xr. COREESPOOTEXCE. 


■who -was received -with the greatest enthusiasm by all. He 
■was accompanied by the Grand Dnke, Prince Charles, and a 
brilliant staff. On arrival, he embraced General 'Witrinsky 
and General Daniloff, 'who commanded the reserve •which 
came to the rescue, and the line which received the Turkish 
attack. The Emperor shook hands -with Captain Granatichesk, 
of the Roumanian artillery, who rendered good service on the 
same day. 

As the parade formed, a few wounded Turks were found who 
had survived four days 'without food or water and exposed to 
the cold. 

Forty thousand Russians leave to-day for Orkameh. There is 
great mortality among the Turkish prisoners, llany Turkish 
dead are still uuhuried. 

A’ow that the allies have triumphed here, hopes for peace proTOiI 
in both ai'mies. 

It is here of interest to note that, about this time, the North 
German Gazette published an elaborate statistical paper showing 
the strength and positions of the militaiy forces now contending 
in Turkey, According to this 2 ^per, the Rnsso-Ronmaninii 
army ■under the command of Prince Charles of Ronmania 
consists of 119,000 men -with 558 field guns 5 the forces in the 
Balkans, 30,000 men ivith 162 guns; the army on the Lorn 
nnder the Czarewitch of 73,000 men vith 432 guns; and the 
forces in the Dobradscha and Eastern Roumania, 38,000 men 
^vith 440 guns. The Turkish army is composed : — First, of 
the forces in Western Bulgaria, 92,000 men with 132 guns 
(including Osman Pacha’s army, 50,000 men) and 4,000 
irreoTilars; secondly, the forces in the Balkans, 20,000 men 
with 76 guns and a nnmber of mortars, and 3,000 irregulars ; 
thirdly the army in the Quadrilateral and in the Dobrudscha, 
including the garrisons, 135,000 men with 380 guns, and about 
60,000 irregulars. 
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CHAPTER yi. 

ran TAUSK IX oi;xr.KAL (;ourico’s advaxcr. 

News from Constnntinoplc. — Proposal to enrol Cliristian PccruKs. — Tlic Gen- 
darmerie Scheme. — Tlie Projected Civic Guard. — linker Pacha. — Case of the 
GeshofTs. — Treatment of Piulgarinn PrisonerH. — ^Vnnt of Horses. — Censorship 
of the New.'q)apers. — The Armenian Commtinily. — Pcgulalions proposed by 
the Greelc Patriarch, — Feeling of the Greeks. — Tlie Sultan’s Patronage of 
the Greeks. — Tiio Circular Dc.spatch. — De.sire for Peace. — Tlie Servians. — 
Danube : Accident to the Piridgo of Boats. — Advance of General Gourko to 
Orkanich.— The Little Village of Laran. — Superiority of the Turkish Works. 
— Description of Orkanich. — An Unexpected Communication. — Rejoicings 
over the Fall of Plevna. —Curious Craving for Sug.nr. — Hard Tiine.s for the 
Guard. — The Sutler’s Shop. — The Poor “ Biutouschka.” — Flightof thcTurks 
from Orkanich. — Positions of the two Armies, — An Arctic Landscape. 

Fnoii tlie follotving letter from a correspondent in Constan- 
tinople, tLe reader -will gather an idea of tlie state of feeling, 
and tlie cond.ition of affairs in Constantinople on tlie eve of 
events so disastrous to the Tiuddsh cause : — 


: : CoxsTAXTixOPLE, Novcmhcr ZOth . — It is again announced that 
Christians are to he added to the army. As your readers will 
recollect, the Government issued a notice some months ago 
that this was to he done. The Ai’menian and the Greek 
Patriarchs protested, and the project was of course not carried 
out. It had, however, served its tuni, and the Government 
was no douht considerably the richer for the proposal. It 
was, indeed, regarded in Constantinople simply as a device to 
obtain additional contributions from the Christians. The new 
proposal differs somewhat from the old. A “ civic guard ” is to 
be formed, composed without distinction of all subjects of the 
Sultan. The Imperial decree has been promulgated, its rules 
drawn up, and in any other country but this there would be 
little doubt of its being carried into execution. In spite, 
however, of all the provisions of the decree, , one may be 
VOL. II. . M 
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allowed to be sceptical as to tbe formation of sucb a bodj 
eren in Constantinople. 

Before the war began, I nrged that the employment of Christians 
in the army upon the same condition as Mussulmans was one 
of the very few reforms which would have given equality to 
the subject races of tbe Empire. Mj argument was that, as 
it is dangerous to ilitreat a man with a bayonet in his hand, 
the Moslem population wonld gradually learn to drop their 
habits of petty and annoying tyranny, and to regard 
Christiana as men. who meant to have, and wonld bare, 
equal treatment and justice with themselves. Had Turkey 
chosen to consent to the terms offered her at the Conference, 
an acceptance of this— one of the proposed terms — might 
possibly have led to the object whiob tbe Sultan, at least, is 
said to have at heart, the uniting together of the two hitherto 
absolutely opposing elements of which his Empire is com. 
posed. The Turks, however, were unwilling and probably 
afraid to admit the Christians to their army then. Lot me 
add that, evidently from their own point of view they aro 
right. The Turks know as well as anybody else that their 
domination will be at an end from the time they allow arms 
to be put into the hands of the Christians. Like other 
mortals, tbe Turks wish to stick to power as long as possible. 

I have never seen a sign of any rvilfingness on the part of 
the Turks to admit Christians to equality. On tlio contraiy, 

I have myself seen mach in various parts of the Empire, and 
have hea^ much from pereons who have been in every part 
of the Empire, which leads mo to beliovo there would bo 
violent opposition to any serious attempt to introduce religious 
equality. I believe, too, that among those who would other* 
wise be willing to allow Christians to enter tho army on equal 
terms with themselves, there is fear of w’hat the result 
might be. 

IVe heard much during the Amciican war of the arming of the 
slaves to fight against tUo Korth. We may hear a good deal 
more of the arming of tho Christian races, but tho talk in 
each case -will, I believe, end in talk, at any rate until tho 
war is over. Like every foreigner resident in Con.stantirioiilc, 

I should be glad to see tho civic guard, ns proi^oscd in the 
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imperial decree, formed into an existing soldiery. There 
would certainly he less fear of a Moslem disturbance directed 
against the Cbristian quarters if it were known that a civic 
guard, composed about equally of Moslems and Christians, was 
ready to put down any attempts at disorder, whether made by 
disorderly Turks or by disorderly Christians. The scheme 
is, in fact, almost as good as the still more elaborate one 
which I described some months ago as having been drawn up 
by Baker Pacha, for a gendarmerie throughout the Empire. 
hTo step has, however, been taken to form the latter, except 
what was done right off. Baker Pacha and his staff were 
chosen, and there the matter dropped. The head has been 
fighting with Suleiman, and, after a few days passed in Con- 
stantinople, has started to Sofia to join Mehemet Ali. Some 
of his staff are, I believe, with him. The rest have nothing to 
do, and are doing it ornamentally and pleasantly, I hope, for 
themselves in Constantinople. But for all practical purposes 
the scheme has not been carried into execution. As the 
employment of Christians in military service was solemnly 
promised in the famous Hatt of -1856, and on several occasions 
since, Europeans are not called upon to believe that the 
promise will be fulfilled until they see something more than 
the Imperial regulations. Indeed, what is said openly about 
it is very probably correct, that it is intended mainly as an 
answer to Russia when she declai’es that she will insist upon 
the gi’ant of equality to the Christians. Besides, it has the 
additional advantage which is the key to the motives of so 
many Turkish paper reforms, and which may be summed up 
in the words of the Biglow papers — “It makes us more 
highly thought on abroad.” 

The Imperial order for the formation of this Civic Gruard con- 
sists of twenty-two articles, and contains amongst others the 
folio-wing propositions : — The service is to be obKgatory for 
all those over seventeen who have not yet been inscribed on 
the conscription roll, and for all those on that roll Avho have 
not been drawn. Any who may be subsequently dra-wn -will 
have to leave the ranks of the Civic Gruard. The only per- 
sons exempted are to be members of the Imperial family, 
Cabinet Ministers, Senators, and Deputies, -with certain 

M 2 
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officers belonging fo the Civil Service and the TJlemas. The 
design of the Guard is said to be to defend the country, and 
to maintain order provisionally in the absence of reomlar 
troops. Their sole mission is defence. If they wish, they may 
he gent to war, either incorporated among the regular troops 
or separately. The Government is to have the right of calling 
them out when it thinks fit. They are, of course, to be under 
militaiy rule, and during ordinary times are to bo assimilated 
to ordinary subjects. Those who do not present themselves 
when called upon are, as punishment, to be sent as simple 
recruits into the regular army. lastly, th^ are to have a 
special flag given to them— not this time consisting of a 
cross between two crescents, but ornamented wth the 
“toughra” Imperial and the insignia of the “Osmanie.” 
To-day the proposal has been submitted to the Greek and 
Armenian Patriarchs. On the last occasion they protested 
stoutly against it, though there is reason to believe that in 
case of peace they would have no objection to com© to an 
arrangement by which those under their spiritual control 
should serve in the army. I anticipate that they will again 
object. 

The telegraph will already have informed you that the Geshoffs 
have been so far released that they have been allowed to go to 
live in Kadiqnoy, a suburb of Scutari. They are not to leave 
this village, and an officer of Government is to livo in the house 
with them to keep watch over their proceedings. The family 
of the Geshoffs isione which has lived for fifty years in Bul- 
garia in good repute for honesty and good conduct. Possessed 
of considerable wealth they nro not the Btnff of which con- 
spirators are usually made. All, moreover, wliom I have met 
with who know them, say tliat they are essentially quiet men 
•who have attended to their business, and who wonld not l>c in 
the least likely to interfere in political questions. The real fault 
attributed to them is that they nro supposed to have given 
information to Lady Strangfonl, Sir. Baring, Jlr. Sclmylcr, 
and yonr Special Commissioner. The honso consists of fonr 
brothers, tho youngo.st of whom wa.s, I am informed, in 
business at ilanchester. Tho other three resided at Philip- 
popolis. Two sons of ono of tbc.so brothers were tho 
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first arrested, and Avere kept in prison for three months Avith- 
out any examination or charge being l)ronght against them. 
Li passing I may he alloAVcd to doubt Avliethor it Avas not a 
misfortune that theii’ case should haA’c been taken up by their 
friends in England. ThcA' are men of considerable Avcalth, 
and a portion of this, disposed of in the fashion CA'cry one 
born in Turkey and haA'ing had dealings Avith the Turldsh 
authorities understancLs AA'ould, I haA^c no doubt AvhalcA'er, 
haA-e got them released. Still, as one of these 3 'oung men 
had been appointed United States Consul in Philippopolis, it 
Avas ine\’itablc that there should be interference. !MoreoA'er, 
■hangings AA'ere going on so rccldessly during the AA'orsc than 
bloody assize Avhich folloAvcd the braA^e operations of t.lie 
Turkish regulars and irregulars against the Bulgarians, that 
some of their friends here AA'cre naturally nuAvilling to I’isk 
the chance of a release by backsheesh. Aftci' the sons had 
been three months in prison, the three elder members of the 
family, aged respectiA'ely scA’^enty-fiA'c, seventy, and sixty, Avcrc 
likeAAnse imprisoned. This A\*as on the 9th of the present 
month. Their families also A\'ere ordered to be ready to leave 
next day. This notification AA^as carried into effect, and thus 
on the 10th the three old men, Avith their Avives, their child- 
ren, and grandchildren, doA\m to an infant in arms, and their 
men and Avomen servants, Avere sent .olf in a body to Con- 
stantinople. The .American Legation has done its best for 
the unfoilninate family, and insisted that they should not bo 
banished to .Aleppo, as Avas at first proposed. 

I have taken the above facts from a memorial Avhich has been 
presented to the various Embassies and Legations in Con- 
stantinople. They afford a fair typical instance of the mode 
of procedure Avith model subjects. There has been no charge 
brought against them, not the sHghtest pretext of a trial, but 
they are suspected persons. Some of the family nari’OAAdy 
escaped hanging. The Avhole of them are practically ruined 
by being taken from their business and their property. If 
such things are done to a family possessing friends Avho can 
interest Lord Derby in their behalf, having a member Avho 
had received the appointment of American Consul, and there- 
fore having the support — and a generous support it has been — 
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of the Ajnerican Legation, what chance is there of justice to 
Bulgarians less favourably sitnated ? Bands of other Bnl- 
garian prisoners continue to arrive in Constantinople, to he 
sent hence in banishment to various parts of the Empire. 
Their condition is sad in the extreme. They are cold, hungry, 
and mostly ill-clad. Moreover, there are among them old 
men, who in the natural course of things cannot live beyond 
a few months, and tliere are many lads whose appearance 
gives one the impression that they are not more than twelve 
or thirteen years old. From some districts it is evident that 
the authorities have determined to get rid of the whole of 
the inhabitants. This day week such a band arrived in 
Stamboul. Mr. Barrington Eennet, and another gentleman 
who is acting for the Stafford House Committee, were on the 
spot ; and though their special business was to provide food 
for the sick and wounded soldiers who arrived, yet, with the 
instincts of English gentlemen, when they saw these half* 
starved wretches who had come from Philippopolis, and who 
declared that they had had no food either on the road or for 
hours before starting, they attempted to give them soup and 
bread. The soldiers, however, refused to allow theirprisonors 
to receive anything. In vain were they remonstrated irith, 
and even abused, as they deserved : the prisoners were Bui- 
garians, and might starve, but tboy should havo no food ; 
and at length these gentlemen had to cease their effort.*!, 
because the soldiers threatened to break tbo vessel containing 
the soup if the attempt were renewed. 

Decemier 4th — The Greek Patriarch ha.s communicated through 
the usual ecclesiastical authorities tbo Sultan’s decree for the 
formation of a Kational Guard. Tho Armenian Patriarch 

• and the Bulgarian Exarch will do tho same. They have no 
objection to military service for tho presen-ation of order 
locally. 

December 7th. — Tho Government has notified to tho Tramways 
Comp.any at Con^itantinoplo that tbo urgent need of oht.am- 
ing artillery horses makes it nccessan- that the company 
should surrender to tho military authorities its stock of 
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horses still retained in -working the tramways. The com- 
pany, in reply, says that this Tvall prove the ruin of an in- 
dustrial association, and reduce to distress numerous fanidies. 

The following letter from the same pen shows how eagerly 
intelligence regarding the rumoured fall of Plevna and the 
capture of Osman Pacha and his ‘army, was expected in the 
Turkish capital. 

: : CONSTAKTIKOPLE, Deceniber llth . — The great point of interest 
to us all here has been whether Plevna will be taken. To- 
day the news has arrived that it has been taken. Only the 
Embassies have received telegrams, and our information is of 
the smallest. 

How strong the .interest has been may be gathered from the 
fact that hardly a day has passed without rumours in regard 
to it obtaining general belief. A week ago we were told on 
every hand that Osman had capitulated. Then the rumour 
ran that he had made a terrific attempt to break out, had lost 
half his men, but had succeeded in getting free. Eor six 
hours at least the only point which remained open to discus- 
sion was whether he had taken himself to Rahova or to Loft- 
cha. It would be idle, however, to attempt to gather up the 
various rumours which pass for facts here, aud which the 
lively imagination of the population twist into a gneat variety 
of shapes. As I have pre-viously stated, the latest source of 
our information upon what is going on north of the Balkans 
is the Press of Athens. The Government has apparently 
come to the same conclusion, and accordingly issued a notice 
prohibiting the importation of Greek newspapers. The pro- 
hibition is altogether a charaeteristic one. Its effect may be 
to diminish the number of papers which come in, but cer- 
tainly not to keep out news. As, moreover, the Press depart- 
ment has not forbidden the publication of telegrams taken 
from foreign newspapers, the result is that the local news- 
papers make careful extracts from the Greek papers, which 
in spite of Governmental prohibition manage to come into 
their hands, and publish them for the benefit of their readers. 
The result is one which is perfectly well known to the censor- 
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ship in regard to books also. The importation of certain 
books is rigidly forbidden. Still, though our number of 
booksellers is reij small, any one who wishes to buy a pro- 
hibited book will be pretty sure to find it at the first book- 
shop he enters, and probably displayed in the shop window. 

As the Government has' a monopoly of the telegraph, it can of 
course stop the entry of a considerable quantity of nows. 
The effect, hoivever, is not to keep from us the whole of the 
facts, but rather, I imagine, to give us inaccurate instead of 
exact versions of what has taken place. Private telegrams 
are allowed to pass, and if a merchant hears from London or 
Vienna that “ John Smith is dead,” or that “ There is no 
demand for coals in Newcastle,” the telegraph olScial may ho 
excnsed for not suspecting that one means that “Kars has 
fallen,” and the other that “It is rumoured that Osman has 
tried to get out of Plevna.” The truth is that the whole 
system of trying to hide the truth is simply childish. It 
fails in its object, and by the very secrecy in transmission 
which has to be resorted to, gives rise to wild, exaggerated, 
and prolonged rumours, which do more to disquiet the public 
mind than the publication of the truth would do. 

During the last week we have had almost a deluge of rain. 
Usually we have fine we<ather throughout European Turkey 
in December, but this month appears to ho an exception. 
The cry amongst the Turks is that the weather is still fight- 
ing for JIahomet, and if a continuance of wet which has kept 
the country in one long soak is to bo attributed to tho Pro- 
phet’s influence, they aro right Tho registers in tho capital 
showed that by the 1st of October we had had more tlmn tho 
average annual rainfall, and there is, I boliove, now no doubt 
that the year’s record will show tho hearicst rainfall that h.as 
yet been registered. 

Tho jealousy which led to tho dismissal of iEohemet Alt from 
the command of the army of the Lom has not allowed him 
to remain vdth that which ho has done a good deal to form 
at Sofia. It was announced yesterday that ho is to bo gent 
fo Montenegro, which is generally rcganled ns practical 
banishment. However, nono but well-'n'ishera to Turkish 
arms need regret the change. Among tho militai^- oflicers 
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atiaclied to ilic vavimis einlias'sics hare ho is regarded as 
altogetlior the ablest, soldier now in command. 

Tiic admission of Chri.siians to the Civic Guard has cansed a 
considerable amonnti of excitement. iMr. Lnyard, rightly or 
wrongly, has the credit of having advised the Porte to this 
• .step, !^tnny of the Turks are opposed to it, and equally 
agnin it has not found favour with the Christ ian.s. 1 adhere 
to my prediction that the projio.'ial has not the slightest 
chance of being carried into erfcct. If it is adojited any- 
where it will be in the ca]utal. 'j'he boundaries of the dis- 
trict of Constantinople will be the utmost extent, of its ado])- 
tion. There Avill certainly bo no objection whatever on the 
part of the Christians of Smyrna, of I’he.ssaly, and hlpirus 
to militai'y sciadce for local ])rotection, and the Turks are hir 
too wide-awake to their own interests not. to know why. In 
the capital, however, notwithstanding the consent which a 
few highly-placed Christians gave to the proposal, and in 
spite of the sound argument, ns it seems to me, that there 
u-ill be great advantage in case of disturbances here in having 
a body of Chnstians Avith arms in their hands bound to pre- 
serve order, the poorer classes both of Greeks and /banenians 
will haA*e nothing to do Aviih military service if they can 
help ife They have no conridcncc that if once enrolled they 
AA-ill not be sent to fight the Russians, and they have no 
stomach for such a fight. The Avar is not theirs, and the}' do 
not knoAV AA’hat Mo.slem oflicers Avould do, once they Avero 
under military control. The men of the provinces, too, have 
paid haratch, or exemption money, all their lives in lieu of 
military serAUce, and do not see Avhy they should be called 
upon to serve as avcU. One of the Constantinople ncAVS- 
papers suggested on Saturday last that the fair thing to 
do AA'as to pay the exemption money back. ]\Iilitary ser- 
vice, moreover, even tAvo years ago, might not have been 
unwelcome to the Christian communities, but there is a 
natm’al objection to being called upon under present circum- 
stances. 

On Friday last the religious assembly of the Armenian com- 
munity met to consider the Ministerial order by which 
the 'Porte had communicated this new reform of admitting 
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Christians into the Ci-ric Gnard. The Patriarch Parses ms ' 
in the chair. Several speakers, mostly in the Turkish 
service, spoke in favour of giving a vote of thanks to the 
Government for its -proposal. No resolution, hov'ever, vas 
come fo.v Outside the room where the meeting was being 
held, a large crowd, estimated at not less than two thou- 
sand Armenians, had assembled, and did them best to in- 
timate to tbeir representatives in the religious assembly of 
the community that they were opposed to the proposed 
measure. I am told that it never had much chance of 
being adopted, but if it bad, there were those outside who 
were prepared to take what might have proved very rough 
measures to show their dissatisfaction. I am informed 
that the decision finally arrived at was that no official 
answer should be sent, but it was left understood that the 
reply to the Porte should be given by certain priests rather 
than by the official heads of the community. The latter 
might lose place or position with the Tnrks. The priests, 
who live with and by the people, and who ore as much 
identified with their flocks and as little bound up with the 
interests of their caste as any priests in tlie world, will Imvo 
no objection to state their grievances and their objections to 
the change. 

’he Greek Patriarch has submitted to tho Porte a summary of 
tbo regulations which he considers necessary before the decree 
in question shall bo carried into effect. Forhim the question 
is one of enormous importance. Tliorc arc in Constantinople 
and its vicinity not less than four hundred thousand Greeks. 

Of these sisty thonsand belong to the kingdom of Greece, 
are Hellenes, os they calltbem.selvc.s, while the remaining three 
Irandred and forty thousand aro Christian subjects nf tho 
Porte. For most purposes there is no difference l>elween the 
Greek rayahs and tho subjects of King George. All speak 
the same language, and, abovo {all, with an insignificant ex- 
ception all belong to tho same church. Daring tho Inst few 
months while Greece has been arming, tho cxcitemont among 
the Hellenes has been very great This has, of course, com- 
municated itself to their fellow Greeks licre. Their news- 
papers here, in tho mild way which just kept them ont of the 
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range of tlie Press law — some of them have heen suppressed, 
and all the others warned, in Greece in the most open way — • 
have spoken of the abominations committed in enslaved 
Greece, that is in Thessaly and Epirus, and in Crete. There 
is not a Greek any more than there is an Armenian 
who has not a rough and fairly accurate idea of what the 
Ghegas and Bashi-Bazouks have heen doing in Europe and 
the Kurds in Asia. Kow, the order goes forth that they are 
to he enrolled for the defence of the localities Avhere they 
reside. Defence of course in their eyes means fighting for the 
Tui'ks, and they don’t like it. The patriarch and the better 
educated Greeks, though I believe hardly one could be found 
who would be willingly to fight against the traditions of their 
race, take what seems to me on the whole a more sensible 
view. 

Armament of the Christians throughout European Turkey is, 
of course, from a Turkish point of view too absurd an idea 
to be entertained by anybody who knows the country. There 
is not a single province where the authorities would venture 
for a week to place arms in the hands of the Christians. 
Whoever suggested the idea, if he were not a Turk, had an 
eye to what would be thought in Europe, and probably talked 
about arming the Christians exactly as certain people talked 
about arming the slaves to fight on the side of the Con- 
federacy. If he were a Turk he was probably thinking 
mainly of extracting further substitution money from the 
Christians. But to arm the Christians in Constantinople 
need not, either from a Turkish or a Christian point of view, 
be absurd. There is always a possibility of a fanatical mob 
in the capital. There are elements in this, as in all large 
cities, which would only too be glad to join in a row. The 
distress, which the war has caused has been felt by all classes, 
but especially by the poorer Turks, and hunger and fanaticism 
might give the orderly part of the community a bad time. 
Moreover, should the Russians advance, we should have the 
Bashi-Bazouks, who have had a year’s free play, to say 
nothing of the possibility of fragments of a retreating army, 
falling back upon, or driven into, Constantinople. In any of • 
these cases it would be an advantage that the guard, whose 
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duty it should bo to keep order, should bo composed of 
Christians and Moslems alike. If, therefore, the Greek 
Patriarch should give his consent to the proposal, it does not 
seem to me that he can fairly be blamed. I repeat, however 
my impression, that all the ^scnssion which has been aroused 
by the suggestion to enrol Christians is heedless, because 
neither in the provinces, nor even in the capita], do I believe 
that there will he any serious attempt to enrol them. Europe • 
will be shown that there is a united people, a further sum of 
money will have been obtained, and the scheme will quietly 
glide into oblmon. The 1S0,000 bayonets which the officially- 
inspired neu'spapers inform ns will be added to the Turkish 
army will never he seen. 

[t may be admitted that one of the objects in admitting the 
Christians to military service is to conciliate them. SucTi a 
measure adopted two or three years ago might have avoided 
the war, and have been' productive of the happiest results. 
Ifow, howei’er, the conviction on nearly all sides is that the 
attempt comes too late. Among the bankers and the wealthier 
classes of Greeks and Armenians alike, concilmtion might 
even now be acceptable. Bat, as one of the clearest-bonded 
among them, and one, too, who would prefer the continuation 
of the rule of the Turk if reasonable terms of conciliation 
could be obtained, explained to mo a day or two ago, the lower 
and loss educated classes, who have preserved among them 
the traditions of their four centuries of misgovemment more 
clearly, and whose religious feeling is stronger than among 
the wealthier, cannot at this hoar be thus persuaded. Too 
lato for the purpose of using the muscles nnd sinews of 
Greek, Bulgarian, and Armenian in this vny, will bo any 
attempt made by the Sultan to grant this reform. Too late, 
when the enemy is thundering at the gates, because, Iioao^er 
strange it may appear to those who have forgotten their 
instincts as Englishmen, the oppressed of four centuries 
cannot bo persuaded that the invader is an enemy. 

’ho Sultan, in his amiablo manner, iias invited the Greek 
Patriarch to eat with liim, and has cxpre.'s.scd Iii.s -nish to see 
all degrees of his subjects happy and contented, and is doing 
his best to convince the Greeks that henceforwanl they are 
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nol to be forirojien in ibe flislribution of favour.^;. Wo woro 
infoniK'd (wo {lays in^n (Imf he ]wopos'c.s (o ajiiioint (avo nr 
three Chrifuinn servants <^f (ho Ihirlo as Lrevornors-geiua-jil of 
some of (he prineipal jirovinees of (hi* Ihnjtire; tlial h(! lias 
conforreil upon IM. Zarifi. the lea^ine' hanker, anil a man who 
(leserves preat jjr.iisi* for what he has domvon behalf of educa- 
tion for his fellow Gn:eks, the hip'hest class of the Order of the 
IMcdjidie. and that othoi-s of his fa’.nily are likewise to receive 
decorations. The apiviint meat of Christian governors to the 
province.^ is not in itself of pn'at impnrtatiee. Greeks and 
Armenians in Turkish enqdoy beinp nstmlly not a whit better 
than 'Turks themselves. The system in accordance with 
which they are appointed and hold oflice olfcns temptations to 
which no man ought to he suliject. But, the appointment is 
of importance as showing that at. the last moment, the 
Government either secs the neces.sity, or wishes to jtersiiade 
the subject races and Europe that, it see.s the matessity, of cnti- 
cilinting the Christians. For present, purposes, however, the 
Christians of the Empire entirely nnder.stand the meaning of 
the propn.scd changes, and estimate their value accordingly. 
Nny, even among the Turks I have licard it said t))af it is 
only a sign of weakness to put forward such jirojinsals now, 
and that Europeans are not so fooli.sh ns to he deceived by 
baits thrown to their fellow-subjects at such a time. 

Coxstaatixoplt:, Dccemhcr lS(h . — Ofhcial intelligence from 
Nisch of the 17th inst. announces that on that date the 
Servian outposts made their appeawanco on the Comert 
heights, opposite Yctek. Turkish militia and auxiliary 
troops, which had conic from Lcskofscha, iverc sent to 
defend the fortifications, and three reconnoitring parties 
advanced as far as the Servian entrenchments in the inllagc 
of Tchamouslu. After a slight engagement, in wliich the 
losses were insignificant, the reconnoitring force returned 
to its quarters. The g.arrison and civil authorities of 
Kourchonmlu evacuated that place on the approach of the 
Servians. 


The following letter from Nicopolis shows that the old 
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troubles of tlio Russians with their constructions for effecting 
the passage of the Danube had not ceased to pursue them :• 

§ December eth.—The bridge of 100 pontoon boats across the 
Danube, between Tuma Maguerelle. and NicopoHs, has now 
come to somewhat serious grief. Sixteen boats are sunk, 
some sixteen more are more or less wrecked, the super- 
structure of this part of the bridge is of course in like 
condition. The officer in chai^ of the works says it will be 
a fortnight or three weeks before it is repaired. The disaster 
came about in this wise. A strong easterly wind blowin" 
against the stream brought up a nasty chopping sea, that 
yesterday dragged an anchor or two and stopped traffic for a 
few honrs. Last night it blew hard from the same quarter, 
and the waves got big enough to get into sixteen boats and 
sink them at their moorings. The boats are placed at eight 
yards distance from each other ; the place where the bridge 
ceases now to bo one is at the fifty-fifth boat, exactly a quarter 
of a mile from the Ronmanian shore. We traversed the fifty- 
five boats, which, with snake-like turnings, are doing their 
best to get loose, and on arrival at the gap wore forcibly 
reminded of the old print of the English flagship at Trafalgar, 
surrounded by half-sunk boats, rafts, beams of wood, by tho 
scene before us. Some clear spaces in the troubled waters 
show where the pontoons have sunk entirely. Then for 
about 200 yards are boate, trestles, superstructure in every 
conceivable state of WTeck. Occasionally tbo light spars that 
carried the single telegraph wire from the front bob their 
beads helplessly above tho water. Tho movement of that 
part of the bridge still holding t<^ther has in many j)laccs 
been violent enough to break the rack-lashings, force np tho 
roadway, and move the ponderous road-bearers which have 
broken the iron bands that clasped them to tho ro.id tran- 
soms Tho manifest result is, if it blows hard to-night the 
rest of the bridge will go. I searched in vain for signs of 
any steps being taken to mend tho broken or secure iho 
intact part of tbo bridge. Half a dozen Roumanian soldiers, 
seated on the boat next tho broken part, must have lx>fn thcru 
for some object, as no one could have chosen tho centre of tho 
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Danuloe, tlie most dangerous point on a dangerous bridge, in 
a cold easterly gale, for pleasure. Their mission probably 
was one which most Roumanian soldiers seem to fulfil 
admu’ably, viz., waiting to be told to do something. Three 
steam launches with steam up were on the river, and could 
have easily been made of use in towing away some of the 
wreck, especisLlly some large pieces of the superstructure of 
the bridge, which, anchored by some hidden ropes, floating 
raft-like on the water, were gyrating wildly about, to the 
danger of the unsunk but disabled pontoons. On coming 
off the bridge an officer informed us that there was too 
much sea on for any repairs to be made, so the intact part 
of the bridge must sink or swim accordingly as it blows hard 
or temperately to-night. Drawn up in close array on the 
wrong side of the river were about 200 country carts full of 
bread, which the Roumanians at Plevna would in the ordinary 
course of things have eaten the day after to-morrow. The 
preparations for getting these carts across consist in fixing a 
small raft made of materials from the bridge on a pontoon. 
This will be sufficiently large to take one cart and pair of 
bullocks, and can probably, bar accidents, make thirty 
journeys in the- twenty-four hours, thus taking over 
fifteen carts of provisions a day. I say bar accidents 
advisedly, as the stream of the Danube is a strong one ; the 
length of open bank where a boat can land on the south side, 
between the bridge and some very high perpendicular cliffs 
that run into the water, is about a quarter of a mile. Will 
such an umvieldy contrivance always succeed in doing its 
half-mile with less than a quarter-mile leeway ? The 
Russians, 1,200 strong, who up to this have garrisoned 
Ricopolis, have marched away to Plevna, and have been 
relieved by Roumanians. 

Before returning to the scene of recent events north of the 
Balkans it will be convenient to glance again at the position of 
General Gourko. The following letter is by the same corres- 
pondent from whom the reader last heard news of that portion 
of the field of operations : — 
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+ Healqtjagtebs op Gtenebal Godrko, Oreaxieh, in tde 
Balkans, Decemler 14M . — A "week ago the lieadqnarters 
were moved from Et'ropol to Orkanieli, not without prcvions 
notice of a day or two, so we got over the narrow and diffi- 
cult passage behind Pravca at our leisure. The road leaves 
the valley of the Mali Isker abont three kilometres below 
Etropol, and mounts rapidly the range that forms the 
watershed of this river and the Pravecka. As Orkanieh 
lies about 700 feet lower than Etropol, the descent into the 
valley of the Pravecka is longer than the climb on the other 
side ; and the road comes ont along the river, leaving the 
village of Pravca on the left, and meets the chaussee just at 
the entrance of the Pravca Pass, and at the foot of the 
laonntAin which was held by tbo Turks the day of the 
battle there. Prom here it is a ride of an hour and a half 
to Orkanieh, which lies very near the mountains whore the 
chaussee enters them and climbs the Baba Konnk Pass, 
where the two armies now L*e. The Sofia Bead las in this 
valley, as indeed for the greater part of the distance between 
Plevna and this point, a row of small cherry tittcs on each 
side, which are not yet large enough to bo very tempting for 
fuel, and therefore are nearly all standing. The telegraph 
posts are, on the contrary, all cut down and burned. 

The little village of Lazan was entirely de.'sericd ns wo parsed 
through it, and the houses bore marks of hullct.s and shells 
on ei^er side the highway. Just beyond hero two or tlireo 
rifle-pits, now filled ■adth water, showed where the Turkisli 
outposts were, and on a range of low hiUs north of Orkanieh, 
find only about a half-mile distant, were the great square 
redoubts, left of the road, that looked so formidable on the 
day WD watched them from the monntain, when the tents 
dotted the valley all about the toivn, and the ramparts were 
black with Turkish soldiers. Now the rains had already 
filled the ditches of the long breastworks that ent across 
the slope among the trimmed trunks of the oak trees and 
OTslied nway tho sliarp angles of tlio parapets. Tlio.-c a orl.s 
evoro constnictcd a-ith a skill and care tliat would pul to 
sliamo (lie finest Eusslan /orlificalions aboal riem.i. and 
proved for the tlionsandtli lima the superiority of the Turks 
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iu iliis TCgnrd. They always fortify at once ; if they did 
not the wai’ would long ago have been ended. The Rtissian.s 
genei'ally put it olT till the next day, and ilien throw up an 
apology for a brcasiwork, too often, witli tlie remark that it 
is good enough against the Turks. I'liey began the war 
with this idea, and it is not entirely beaten out of ibem 3-ct. 
In this remark there is a whole histoiy of po.sitions not held, 
of liardl^'-won ground lost, and of innciou.s lives .sacritiod. 
The fortifications in the ncighboui’hood of Orkanieh wore not 
intended as a defence of that town, but of the entrance to 
the pass at the back, and the strongest, of the works arc on 
the mountain slopes near the village of Vracc.si, which lies 
at the entrance to the pass, about a mile south-west of 
Orkanicb. Tliere arc no works on the ])lain north-west of 
Orkanieh, and it was from this side that the Russian cavalry 
made dashes into the town and aimoycd the cnem}' previous 
to his departure. The nearest Turkish position in this direc- 
tion is at the ^nllage of Lutikova, seven miles distant, pst 
below the summit of the range which separates the plain of 
Orkanieh from the valley of the Isker, It would bo possible 
for the Turks from this point to make a dash occasionally 
across the line of communication if the}’’ ore not driven 
out of that place before the army crosses the Baba Konak 
Pass. 

As I rode into Orkanieh in the cold rain on the aftei’noon of 
the day the headquarters Avere changed, I was on the alert 
to find as good quarters as possible, for something like a 
comfortable shelter is now a necessity for both men and 
horses. In the nmin sti-ect of the town, ojiposite a great 
khan, stands a little isolated house of tAvo storeys, neAvly 
built, high in the Avails, and Avith a large courtyard. It Avas 
apparently waiting for me, and I took possession, as a matter 
of course. The interior, perfectly fresh and clean, Avith 
whitewashed walls, did not offer anything attractwe to the 
eye, but in spite of broken glass it had a comfortable, 
spacious look about it that was a relief after the low ceil- 
ings, latticed Avindows, and curious mud stoves of the houses 
I had been occupying, in which there AA’as much pictui’esque- 
ness but little comfort. I. was stu’veying the walls of one 
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of tlie rooms with the view to the possible decoration o: 
great blank whitewashed spaoo with bridles and equipmer 
when, some writing in lead pencil caught my eye, and attrac^ 
my attention from its characteristic English swing, that t 
unmistakable even w'hcn seen from a distance. With mb 
feelings I read these words : — “ My dear Forbes, if you eni 
■with headquarters, requisition this house — the best in t 
place. Give an eye to the surgeons you took prisoners t 
other day. I am returning to England. All well.” Sign 
“ A. 0. Mackeller,” and addressed, “ Archibald Forbes, Esi 
Dailff Netes,” with no date. It seems almost liko a comm 
nicatiou from another ■world, although at the time I read 
both the wTitor and the one to whom it was addressed migj 
have been together in London. In regard to the surgeon 
those who wore captured at Teliehe ■were the ones roforre 
to, ■without any donbt. They were treated "with every cor 
sideration, and when I saw them in Bogot a few days aftc 
tliey wore made prisoners they were in comfortable quarten 
and were taking their meals daily at tho table of the Gram 
Duke, They, however, seemed to bo possessed ■u'ith tho idc 
that they were quite as badly olT as common prisoner? 
because a soldier followed them about everywhere they went 
on attention which, under the circumstances, was surely no^ 
superfluous. But personal liberty is so dear to some of m 
that a mere hint of an invasion of its rights may not 
ho balanced by tho hospitality of oven grand dukes anil 
princes. 

The news of tho attempted sortie from Flcvna came to us ahoul 
daybreak on the morning after, and three hours of snsponso 
ended in the reception of the nows of tho surrender of the 
army of Osman Pacha. The great joy that this news brought 
may be imagined. It was as if every ono had a weight lifted 
off hia heart — a weight that had boon lying there four long 
months. Officers omhracod each other, soldiers chcen’d, and 
cheered and cheered again, and evcrylwly felt free to give 
way to tho wildest expressions of delight. General Gourko 
•went to tho positions with liis staff to toll llie great nows to 
tho troops in the bivouac there. ITo rcinnineil with Count 
Schoaraloff, and his oides^e-camp went up into the entrench- 
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ments -witli the tidings. The cheers in the hiyonacs ■ had 
announced long before the aides-de-camp arrived an event 
of more than usual importance, and all the soldiers v^ere 
curious to know what had happened. Wlien they were 
told the news they jumped upon the parapets and waved 
their caps at the astonished Turks, who were close by on 
the opposite ridge, and gave round after round of hurrahs. 
The sun, which had been veiled for days, just at this 
time shone out brightly, and the mist dissipated, giving the 
opposing lines, for the first time for a week, a fair sight at 
each other. In the batteries the numbers were ordered to 
their posts, and then, while parapets were lined with men, 
all waving their caps and cheering frantically, volley after 
volley of shell was thi'own into the enemy’s fortification, for 
once a joyous and triumphant cannonade. The cheers spread 
like a wave from one end to the other of the line, down in 
the ravines, back in the woods — away on the summits went 
the sound until it became a faint hum in the distance, and 
died away and was renewed again with repeated energy for 
a long while. This was the beginning of the fete, and that 
day nothing that could be eaten and dinink to celebrate the 
tidings was spared. Since that the weather has been growing 
fine, and, as may be supposed, the rise in the barometer of 
every one’s spirits, from the general to the last soldier, is 
immense. 

In my last letter I spoke of the sugar famine at Etropol, and 
the difficulty of obtaining any of the small luxuries of life 
there. The famine did not last long, for the day after we 
came to Orkanieh a sutler arrived with an immense train of 
waggons laden with every kind of groceries,, delicacies, and 
small wares, and began to unpack his goods in an empty shop 
opposite the Greneral’s headquarters. The news of this 
arrival spread quicker than even the report of the fall of 
Plevna, if one may judge by the crowd of officers of every 
rank that besieged the entrances to the shop long before the 
proprietor had any intention of opening the establishment. 
The covers were ofE some of the cases disclosing sugar, pre- 
serves, bottles, and stationery, and the attraction was too 
great to be resisted, so the crowd entered the shop with 
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good-natured shouldering and hustling, and began to pile up 
the nHicles they irantcd with a recklessness that would have 
broken the heart of a methodical shopkeeper. They dived 
into the great cases, bringing out, with shouts of delight, all 
kinds of bon-bons and candies, jams and jellies, which they 
. laid hold of with the eagerness of children and began to eat 
on the spot. The sutler and his assistants could do nothing 
hut make spasmodic attempts to regulate the distribution of 
the stores, which only made the confusion greater, and the 
happy crowd elbowed and pushed, and continued to help 
themselves in abundance. As each one gathered his stock 
of plunder, he was as impatient to pay for it as he had been 
to get hold of it, and although the sutler calmly took four 
times the price of the goods at Bucharest, the tariff was 
never questioned, and bright new gold pieces rattled into his 
canvas bag in a stream, making music that would have 
delighted a miser. Doubtless the glitter of the gold 
blinded his eyes to the scene of indescribable confusion in 
his shop. 

It was really an interesting and ludicrous spectacle, this merry 
attack on the sutler’s shop. Colonels and captains, staff 
officers and surgeons, all jostling one another like so many 
children at a table full of bon-bons, burying their arms deep 
in the cases where the sweets were, loading thctasolves i\ ith 
bottles and parcels, laughing and talking and joking oil tho 
time. Officers splashed with mud, their faces fanned and 
roughened with expo.sure, dipped into tho pots of pm and 
broke open boxes of bon-bons with laughahJo earnestness, ns 
if they had been denied sweets sinco their childhood, and 
their early tasto had only grown the stronger from Jong 
abstinence. From tho bivouac in the snow on tho mountain, 
where black hard bread and sugarlcss tea had, perhap**, been 
for days their chief diet, to a shop piled full of delicacies; 
this was a change which must be experienced to Iw rcahVc'J 
in its entire extent, and, notwithstanding tho ludicrous aspect 
of the performance, it had a serious eido uhich no ono could 
fail to remark at the moment. 

Aecnstomed always ta the laxuriaot lifo in quarters in pmro 

time, where the duties of the sendco demand so Httlo of a 
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man’s mind iliai lie lias io invcni. Avnys and means of brcalcing 
tlic monotony of bis existence, nttd balls and parties, dinners 
and tbeatves bccontc stale and distaatefnl frotn ibeir constant, 
repetition and the everlasting sameness of the diversions tbc}' 
present; brongbt np in a society ■where they wore always 
received with distinguished eonsider.ition. on account of their 
position as ofliccrs of the Guard : inrely or never oldiged to 
exjtose themselves to had weather, or to dotty tbetnselves an}* 
of the eotttforis of civilized life; at home in llto princi]ial 
cities of Ettrope, and familiar with the frivolities of Paris in 
winter and the gay society of the fashionable halhitig-jtlaces 
in summer — these same young men find thetnselvcs now in a 
half-civilized country in winter, with sitow and nntd ankle 
deep. A thin tent, or at the best a dirty, vennin-infested 
lint is their shelter; none of the Inxitrics iind not all the 
necessai'ies of life arc at tlieir command ; exposed to cold and 
wet almost constantly; no strangers to bnngor, dirt, and even 
rags, and in continual danger of tbeir lives from the bullets 
of a merciless enemy in circumstances wlien to be wounded 
at all seriously is certain death from the yataghan of the 
Turk, or the long and difficult transport to t.lie hospitals — 
can any one wonder that they keenly feel the dilferenco in 
their lives that this war has brought about, and sometimes 
forget the honour they may win, and the devotion they as 
soldiei-s owe to their conntiy, and long for the return of peace 
for their o-wn sakes ? 

The patience -Ni-itb which they endure the hardships of this 
campaign, of which the majority had not the remotest con- 
ception, is, I must confess, surprising ; and they arc deserving 
the most unqualified praise for their cheerfulness and hope- 
fulness under most trying circumstances. Them hraveiy 
stands already recorded, so I need only add my testimony to 
the rest. As I saw them gorging themselves with sweet 
things like spoilt children, a similar train of thoughts to that 
■written above came to my mind, and while laughing v.’ith 
the rest, I -pras reflecting a little on the difference between 
Orkanieh and St. Petersbnrg. The Rnssians have a S'weet 
tooth of extraordinary dimensions if the amount of preserves 
and hon-hons sold by the sutler is any gauge, exchange 
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of a dozen or more napoleons for a small collection of sweets 
is frequently made in that little shop, and if the toLacco 
and tea, the candles and simple groceries, he added, the gains 
of the merchant wall be seen to be enormous. The final 
arrangement made for the accommodation of the ofEcers was 
to let them in one by one by the back door, which is provided 
with a “ Judas,’* like the entrance to the lodge of a secret 
society. Throngh this hole the guardian within can see 
whether those who demand admission wear the shonldor- 
straps or not. If he be not thus decorated he is ordered 
nnceremoniously away, nnless he can prove by some fj*iend 
within that he is one of the elect. Some amusing cases of 
mistaken identity have occurred when officers have come in 
fur coats or in undress. The soldiers only have access to tho 
treasures within tlirough a long low window in the street, 
and here they stand in a crowd all day long and reach over 
each other’s heads and clamour for salt and sugar, tobacco 
and matches, and are served as rapidly as the attendance on 
the officers within will permit. Tho proprietor has now 
opened a restaurant in a large room over tho shop, where a 
long bill of fare is presented, and a festival is constantly 
going on, celebrating the surrender of Plevna. Tho front of 
the building is ornamented with a great sign in white letters 
painted on black enamelled cloth, telling evoiybody that tho 
sutler of the Officers of tho Guard is situated there. There 
is no need of this advertisement. 

; I have lingered rather long over this ono shop in the town, 
it is because until the news from Plovna it uas tho only 
thing there was to talk about Tho positions on tho moan- 
tains were the same as they nero two weeks ago; the thick- 
fog prevented any >'iew of tho surrounding landscapes, and 
the deep mud limited all promenades in tho chilly air to 
those from tho house to tho sutler’s shop and return. Life 
here was growing monotonous, even if tho round of broiled 
mutton and black bread wore broken by tho fresh luxuries, 
and as there are few houses where a firo can bo lighted, the 
day was divided between the attempt to keep warm and the 
timo spent nt meals. As tlio sailor at sea gets to count liis 
time only by tlio appearance of tlic plum ilnH, being more or 
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less uncomfortable all tbe rest of tbe week, and without any 
other diversion to look forward to, so, I dare say, the greater 
part of the present inhabitants of Orkanieh count their days 
as only so many meals. This does not sound much hke the 
story of an active .campaign, but such a pause as we have 
had in the Balkans, after a week or two full of incidents and 
action, seems unusually long and monotonous, and not the 
less tedious because it may be broken at any moment. ISTo 
one may venture to settle into anything like fixed, com- 
fortable life, for to-morrow morning at daybreak the baggage 

. may be piled in haste upon the pack-horses, and we may be 
hurrying away to another town. Now that the days are very 
short, the sun scarcely gets above the mountains and then 
rarely penetrates the mist that hangs over us. A visit to the 
positions occupies all the time between daybreak and dark, 
and one is fortunate if he does not have to spend the night 
in the mountains, as, indeed, I have done on several occasions 
lately. On the mountains the snow is several inches deep, 
and the cold, of course, much greater than here in the valley 
where it has yet been only a little below feezing point. From 
the summit near the pass the whole plain of Sofia looks as 
smooth and white as a frozen lake, and there is much more 
snow on that side than on this. 

The “ Bratouschka ” is a constant subject of examination and 
discussion. He plays an important role in this mountain 
campaign, for the native is the only one who serves as a 
guide, since the maps are all useless in details of the surface. 
Bulgarians, too, bake the bread, returning, weight for weight, 
bread for the salt and flour that is given them. They repair 
the roads, help to haul the cannon up the mountains, serve 
as volunteers, and are caught, very many of them, as spies 
from the other side ; generally for prudent reasons preferring 
to serve the army that gives no quarter. The Bulgarian of 
the mountains gets more sympathy from the Russians, and 
the soldiers and the people fraternize more here than on the 
plain, for reasons I have given in previous letters, but he is 
far from being received as worthy of the efforts of his 
liberators. 

Between the Turks and the Russians, the Bulgarian who is 
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fonncl in the track of the armies, Datnrally enough, fares 
rather badly. It is my firm belief that he now considers the 
Russian quite as much his oppressor as the Turk, for as louf' 
as the Turks had possession here the peasant still had 
some cattle, and some of his harvest. ‘When the Russians 
came they requisitioned his cattle for beef, his harvest for 
fodder, and now he stands with only the roof that covers his 
head, a few napoleons in his pocket which have been paid for 
his Crops and his cattle, and he is helpless because lie can buy 
nothing even with the mon^ he has. The Cossacks, who 
receive nothing from the Government for their rations, and 
are allowed to forage, do not always stop to discuss whether 
anything they want is Bulgarian or Turkish, nor can they be 
expected to do so. The Ifoldavians who drive the supply 
■waggons are as la-wless as brigands, and being badly off, 
themselves forago when there is an opportunity, so thei-e is an 
advance guard and a rear guard of foragers wherever tho 
army goes. It is only the enormous size of the crops that has 
enabled the country to stand so long the drain on its resources 
for the nourishment of such a mnltitnde of horses ns 
accompany the Russian army. 

The experience of the inhabitants of Orkanich when the Turks 
retreated was quite dramatic. Tlicy were ordered to pack up 
all their effects, and leave -with tho troops, whicli they did tlio 
day before the Russians took posses'^ion of the to^vn. That 
night the slow procession of heavily-laden ox-carts, "with its 
escort of men, ■n'omen, and children of all nges, Irom tho 
babies in arms to the tottering old people, numbering pcvcrnl 
hundred families, made its way through tho snow and mud ns 
far as the goige in the mountains beyond Vraccni. Hero a 
halt was made for the night, and tho people, finding that the 
Turks kept careless guanl over them, began to stroll away 
into tho mountains towards Pravea. The night u as dark and 
cold, and motion iu any tlircction ■was prcfcniblo to a bivouac 
in the ravine, where the wind from tho monnfain whhlleil 
dossil upon tho shivering multitude and threatuncHl to frt-ore 
them in their firelcss camp. One by one the familits sfmyi'tl 
off, carrying such of their household goods ns they couM i« 
tho darkness lay their hands upon, but Ic.aving, of course 



MfSKUY OF Tnn FUGITIVKS. 


385 


[lie greater part of Hicir cnicclR and all ilicir live pioclc in ilio 
hands of the Tnrhs. A fen' mountaineers -who know the paths 
led the way, and along the track made hy them in the damp 
snow followed the rest, at first ho]K>lcssly, and then urged on 
hy fear of pursuit until the flight hocamo a jianic. Some 
threw away their Imrdcns and outer garments, mothers grown 
wild with the tciTors of the darkness and the dreaded ^j'urks 
dropped their children, and dragged themselves along half 
dead iWth exhaustion and fear. The mountain paths, 
difiicult in the light of day, were full of pitfalls and 
dangerous places, and some in the darkness fell over the 
pi’ocipices and Avere killed or hndly injured. But the Turks, 
probably occupied too much Avith their oavu safetA', did not 
pursue even after the flight Avas discovered, and the fugith'es 
suffered only from imaginary terrors. All night long the 
painful flight continued, and at moiming the majority of the 
families had reached Pravea. 

A more miserable band of human beiners Avas ncA'cr assembled 
than the multitude Avhich, haA'ing left Orkanich on one day 
with their pUed-up ox-carts, dragged themselves back into 
the toAvn the next day, wet, exhausted, completely stripped of 
CA’-erything valuable they possessed in the Avay of household 
effects and implements of trade or cultiA*ation. The toAvn, 
which when they left Avas half sacked, Avas noAV complete]}’’ 
gutted, and Russian soldiers AA'cre scouring CAmiy nook and 
corner for plunder. Broken doors and AvindoAVs, a fireless 
hearth, rooms emptied of furaiture and strcAATi Avith the 
debris of shattered pottery and broken glass, Avelcomed them 
to their only home ; and eAmn this shelter was a grateful one 
after the exposure of the night. This is the story that has 
been related to me by several of those Avho liAmd through the 
trials of that day and night. The piesent condition of these 
people is an all-sufficient Avitness to the truth of theii’ state- 
ments in the main, and although a few of the inhabitants of 
Orkanieh have managed to save some pieces of furniture and 
their kitchen utensils and bedding, there are many other 
families who have scarcely the clothing to keep them warm, 
or dishes to cook their food. They cannot starve or freeze 
while the Russians are here, for the soldiers who are quartered 
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CHAPTER TH. 

THE RUSSIANS AND THEIB PRISONERS. 

The C2ar’s arrival in Bncharest— Pntlic Rejoidogs and Illnminationi— Contrast of 
scenes in Pfevna after the Surrender — Forlorn condition of the Town Pain- 

ful scenea — Abandonment of the Wounded— Terrible sufferings — •Karrativo of 
recent events in the Town— Tardy efforts for Relief— Horrors of Removal of 
the Dead and Wounded — Neglect of proper Arrangements — Scenes in the 
Valley of theVid — The eitoation on the 17th December— Forecasts of the 
War— Treatment of Prisoners Captored by the Knsaiatur— Another glance at 
Plevna — The Roumanian Soldiers — Parade of Troops before the Emperor- 
Labours of the Red Cross Society— Dr. Fraser’s Itfinistration— Habits of the 
Tutkish Officers— Conversation with Edhem Pacha— Prisoners on the way to 
Fratesti— An Etape or Hospice— Privations and Jlltreatment of Prisoners on 
the Jlarch— A littlo Sister of Mercy— A Roninanian Barrack— A more dis* 
tinguisbed Prisoner— Osman Pacha in Captivity— Retom of Frtneo Charles to 
Bucharest. 

On the morning of the 17th December, Bnebarost pnt on its 
gayest colours ; for on that day his Jfajesty the Emperor of 
Russia Tvas to pass through the Roumanian capital cn ronte for 
St. Petersburg, Bponding a few hours in the city on his way. 
Wherever the eye fell in the essentially French-looking streets 
of shops and public hnildings, the Russian and Roninanian 
flag^ were seen entwined in token of friendship and union. 
A^enetian masts were as frcqncnt as the lamp.poRts along the 
pavement, and here and there triumphal arches bespoke the 
enthusiasm, if not the sense of artistic licanty, which had 
inspired their constructors. Evcryliody desired to uelcomo the 
Czar on the fall of Plevna. Tho Emperor arrived about noon, 
and drove to the palace through a dense multitude, and between 
double lines of the National Guard. Aa he loft at night, illomi. 
nations, amidst wliich devices enclosing tho wonls ric\*na and 
Knr.s were frequent, made tho whole city brilliant ; nor could 
public rejoicings have been more complete. 



A VISIT TO PLEVNA. 


189 


MeanwHle, far otliei' scenes were enacting in the town of 
Plevna, wliera even tlie liorrors of tlie long investment 
were destined to lie tProwm into tlie sliade by incidents 
still more terrible and beart-rending. Little, perhaps, would 
have been known of these facts, but for the energy of the cor- 
respondent then at the head-quarters of Greneral Grourko, to 
whose pen the readers are already indebted for many brilliant 
naiTatives and picturesque descriptions of military operations, 
and of the country in which they were taking place. This 
correspondent was at Orkanieh when new's arrived of the fall of 
Plevna. His chosen task was to follow Greneral Grourko’s marvel- 
lous campaign in the mountains ; but the inclemeut weather no 
less than reasons of strategy had for a brief time suspended 
active operations in the Balkans on both sides. Besides 
this, there was reason to fear that his comrade, whose pen 
has already described in such full details the incidents of the 
surrender of Osman Pacha and his troops, might at the moment 
be elsewhere on other duty. These considerations were sufiB.cient 
to induce the writer of the following letter to ride away at 
once in the direction of Plevna, whither in spite of the difficul- 
ties arising from the condition of the country, he arrived on 
the day of those pubhc festivities and bright displays inBucharest, 
already referred to. What he saw in Plevna and what reflec- 
tions were suggested to a writer not unused to scenes of wurfare, 
and the spectacle of human suffering, will be learnt from his 
narrative : — 

+ Plevna, December 17th . — ^Plevna is full of horrors, and after 
the turmoil of the past four months the complete silence now 
seems strange and oppressive. As I rode into the toivn along 
the Loftcha road the other evening just after sunset, not a 
sound broke the dead quiet, and the only living thing I met 
wus here and there a stray dog, which slunk away to his hor- 
rible meal among the shallow graves in front of the redoubts 
on the hills. The deserted breastwoi’ks that crossed the road 
at frequent intervals seemed quite purposeless. It was utterly 
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came from between rigid lips, and painful cries for water 
and some made feeble signs for food. One or two of 
tlie strongest raised themselves, and fixed their hideons, 
sunhen eyes with snch a beseeching stare on those who liad 
come to free them from the company of the dead, that it 
would have softened the hardest heart. The small room, 
dimly lighted by a high window with one pane of glass, was 
crowded with forms of thirty or forty ragged, filthy, human 
beings. Many of these forms were motionless, and scarcely 
audible groans were heard from one or two who raised with 
difficulty their bony hands to their lips, to signify their need of 
food. There were faint whispers of " Some water I " “ Some 
water !” piteous to hear. The dim light was concentrated on 
the half-naked body of an old man stretched across the 
entrance, whither ho had dragged himself in the last hours 
of his agony in hop© of succour, or at least of a breath of 
fresh air ; for in the unventilated room tho air was thick with 
putrid odours, which burst out when the door was opened, 
overpowering strong men, and causing them to turn sick and 
faint. The old man's hands were clutched in the rigour of 
painful death on his nude and meagre breast, and his head 
lay against the very crack of the door, so that it opened only 
by rude force. Living and dead were lying together undis. 
tingnishable along the walls behind tho door and under tho 
window 

This room is one of fifty where a similar spectacle is presented. 
The pavement of tho mosques is covered with crouching 
forms, some moving at intervals, others motionless and t.ilent. 
Here and there the faces of the dead como ont in ghastly 
relief, with a fixed expression of great agony. 

Nothing can be done but to drag the dead from among the 
livino-, let in the light and air, and giro nator and nonri.«h- 
ment in hope of saving some of those who remain alive. Small 
cnouf^h was tho force of men who set about this painful ta«k, 

‘ and meagre enough their means. Threo open pe.is.anf.s’ ox- 
carts were all that were avnilablo for the removal of the 
dead, and fifty soldiers to carry the liodies from the rooms to 
the carts, and bury them in tho ditchc««. As fast os j>oRsibIe, 
bread ond water were distributed, and thy fecblo wretclas 
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fotiglit eacli other -with their last breath in their greed 
for the nonrishmoTit. Some, propped np against the wall, 
slowly ate nntil the nnmistahablc pallor came OA'er their 
faces, and their eyes Avere fixed in death. Even the effort of 
eating the long-needed food was too great for their Avaning 
strength. The liA'ing clutch at the remaining morsel in the 
dead man’s hand, struggle for it Avith all their feeble poAver, 
and curse each other and AA'ranglc OA'cr the spoil, perhaps to 
fall dead themselA'es before they can eat the bread. 

The three open oxen-carts began the rcmoA’al of the dead at 
. once, and as I Avrite the Avork still goes on. The hospitals 
• daily supply more freight of this kind than the sloAV-moving 
teams can carry aAvay to the ditches outside. The disinfec- 
tion of the hospitals AA-as promptly effected. As fast .as 
possible, Avith the small force of men at hand, the rooms 
AVere emptied one after another. .cVfter a day or two, some of 
the Bulgai’ians Avere compelled to serve in place of the 
soldiers, and they set themselves about the hated task Avith 
a brutality terrible to Avitness. They drag the bodies doAvn 
the stairs by the legs, the heads bumping from step to step 
AAuth sickening thuds, then out into the court through the 
filthy mud, Avhere they sling them into the cart Avith the 
heads or legs hanging over the side, and so continue to pile 
up the load with a score of half-naked corpses. 

It is horrible to hear the conversation of the men who do this 
work. They perhaps bring out a body still Avarm, the heart 
still beating, and the flush of life on the cheek. One says, 
“ He is still alive,” and proposes to leave him without stop- 
ping to decide the question. The others cry, “ Devil take 
him ! He aat.11 die before to-morroAV, any Avay. In with him.” 
And so the living goes in with the dead, and is tumbled into 
the, grave. I have seen this myself, and the man Avho has 
charge of the disinfection of the hospitals and burial of the 
dead, told me that he doubted not that such cases occurred 
several times daily. When the three carts are full they 
start away through the streets toward the ditches outside 
the town. The horrible load jolts and shakes, and now and 
then a body falls out into the mud, and is dragged into the 
cart again, and throAAm doAvn and jammed in solidly to pre- 
VOL. ii. . 0 
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vent a recurrence of the accident. This heartless proceeding 
goes on in the public streets, crowded with the men, women” 
and children of the place, the soldiers, the wounded, and the 
sick; and after so many days of the same spectacle, no one 
any longer pays any attention to the transport of the dead. 
Over a thonsand have been already carted away, and from 
the hospitals come abont a hundred daily. 

The care of the sick and wonnded is now rapidly being systema- 
tized. The few Rnssian doctors that are detailed for the 
service are working veiy hard, and also the Turkish surgeons 
w'ho remain here; but the corp.s is not one quarter largo 
enough to properly attend to the patients. Some of the 
hospitals are light, airy, and well puiiBed ; bnt tho mosques 
are still dark, foul-smelling, and crowded Tho dead lie for 
many hours unattended, and the horrible sights and sounds 
defy description In the midst of this, the few Russian 
Sisters of Chanty move about quietly busy from daybreak 
till dark, bringing comfort to hundreds whoso wounds they 
dress, and whose pains they alleviate. 

I have given but a slight outline of tho scones that liavo pa«c’d 
before my eyes since I camo here. A long detailed ncconnt 
alone could giro anything like an idea of tlio climax and final 
act of tho drama of Plevna. The town is fall of similar 
pictures. Along the streets arc frequently seen one or tno 
wounded who have crawled out from the hospital, and lio dying 
in the mud. There is no valid excuse for this wilful disrcgiirtl 
of human life The cause is evident, namely, lack of system. 
The Russians knew that Plevna fall, and they c.vj>cctod 
to find thousands of starving men there, and thousands of 
badly-attended wounded. Tho surrender must have liccn, ai 
it probably wa.9, a surprise, but tho day before the exj>rck‘il 
event was not tho time to prcp.aro for it. There should h-ive 
been detailed a month ogo proper oflictTS to prep.-iro oven,'- 
thing for the care of tho surrendered trvopx There can l>e 
no excuse for the fact that only three open ox-earta c.an be 
found to transport the dead, and only a senre of Ilulgariati*. 
who run away at every opportunity, can ho det.ndfd »f> 
perform the duty of burying tho dead. Out on the plain, 
near tho bridge over the Yitl.ore biiouackcd ir»,(MX) or 
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prisoners, fighting . for "bread, miserahle heyond desci’iption, 
in the cold, mth hundreds of nnhiiried dead covering the 
ground near the spot where the first attempt was made to 
break through, and day after day passes and their condition 
does not change, simply because there can be nothing like 
prompt attention in similar cases where there is no idea of 
system. The story of the hospitals, of the prisoners, and of 
the Russian disasters, all hang on one thread. 

But- the horrors of Plevna are not all in the town. Some are 
in the Yalley of the Yid. In the redoubts which the Russians 
stoi’med, hundreds on hundreds of still unburied bodies lie ; 
the whole ridge of the wooded mountain, the valley beyond, 
and the hill further on, where stand the two redoubts over- 
looking the town, taken with terrible loss by General Skobeleff 
on September 30, are strewn thickly with the corpses of the 
Russians who fell on those days. Some of these bodies have 
been partly covered with four spadesfull of dirt, but most of 
them lie as they fell. Rot all as they fell, for the dogs have 
torn away the limbs of many, and the birds of prey have 
pecked at the skulls. In the pools of water lie corpses 
half decayed ; pale, withered hands and feet stick out of the 
soil on all sides, and horiuble, dead, mummified faces stare at 
one from every little hollow in the ground, and from among 
every clump of bushes. Some of these bodies have been put 
in graves within a day or two, but still the whole region is 
strenm thickly with these dreadful mementoes of the fight 
there nearly three months ago. 

Around the redoubts the ground is furrowed and dug with 
thousand of shells, and tons of pieces cover the earth. It is 
interesting to observe how few shells went into the redoubts, 
or struck the edge of the redoubts. The majority plunged 
into the ground just in front. The Turks built gi’eat traverses 
across the redoubts, and under these dug deep bombproof 
shelters, where they were as safe from harm from the shells 
as in Constantinople ; but the whole surface of the hills is 
literally riddled with holes large enough to bury horses in, 
and all about lie ginat imexploded shells. Even away back 
in the ravines where the soldiers’ huts are, bullets, fragments 
of clothing and equipments, cover the ground ; and one 
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frequently finds in the most unexpected spots long-unhn’ried 
bodies, or sodden in the path one sees the limbs °of human 
beings Trho fell and were left there until many feet passing 
trod hard the thin layer of earth over thorn. 

Plevna is one vast charnel-house, surpassing in horror anything 
that can be imagined. 


The following letter is in great degn^e of a speculative kind ; 
but it will be found of interest as presenting the view of the 
situation immediately after the most important event of the 
war, as it presented itself to the mind of a writer thoronghly 
qualified to comprehend and judge the position of affairs : — 

* Booharest, December 17th.— What nest ? is the natural ques- 
tion now that Plevna has fallen. ' 

I believe that in anticipation of the event, opinions in Russian 
military councils were somewhat divided Todloben was in 
favour of sitting down before Rustchuk and SilUtria. and 
reducing theso Danube fortresses before undertaking further 
operations. This project obviously entailed the abandonment 
for the present of the trans-Balkan operations. Todloben is 
a soldier, but the new phase of the sitnation looks t liick with 
considerations other than purely militarj" ones. An nltcmativo 
scheme, favoured in the Grand Duke’s headquarters, is an 
immediate advance on Atlrianoplo over the Shipka Pass To 
energetic leaders this scheme could present now no serious 
obstacle. A force is a^nilablc for taking Gourko’s attitnde of 
watching and withstanding the Turkisli army in Orknuieh 
and Sofia. Gourko would then lie at liberty to push through 
the more easterly pas.ses into tho valley about Slatitra, and 
then turning sharp to tho left, along tho southern foot of the 
higher Balkan chain through tho Prohod gap, hr Dcrl>t‘nd, 
to Sopol, and on by Karlovo and Kalofer, reach tho vicinity 
of Shipka and Kczanlik, in a jmsition to attack Rconf 
Pacha’s force in tho rear, while Iladctrki, from tho hpfghf<i of 
Shipka, attacked him in front. Uemif must nin or stand to 
be shattered. Jn cither case Iho road towards Adrlnnoplo 
Avould stand open, and the Russians would be rcuanlod for 
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the prolonged find arduous grip they have maintained on the 
Sliipka heights, hroni Plevna, via Sclvi and Gahrovo, to 
Shipka rvould he but a few days’ easy marching for the Grand 
Duke’s headquarters, leading on the Guards, and a week 
might see concentrating about Kc/.anlik an army of eighty 
thousand men, Avhich could now meet with no serious impedi- 
ment on the road to Adriauople ; while the Russian strcngtli 
now across the Danube would admit of leaving sutlicicnt 
troops north of the IBalkans to ensure the safety of the com- 
munications in the rear. 

I believe that at the arm}* headquarters a strong ju’cdilcction 
exists in favour of this pi'ojcct, but that another course has 
been, at least tcmporaial}*, dictated by the more dijilomatic 
^element of the Imperial headquarters. I believe the wot 
d’ordre of the Russians is for the present to remain quiescent, 
and let the situation simmer in the hearts and minds of the 
Tui’ks. General Ignatioff, I am informed, is the leading 
advocate of this inaction. His advice, springing no doubt 
from knowledge of the Turkish cbaractei’, if indeed he did 
not bring something more definite with him when he came to 
headquarters the other day, the elaborate courtesy to Osman 
Pacha, and the good treatment of the Turkish army of 
Pleima are fuU of significance, and as if by signal the tone 
of the Russians, both civil and military, is quite altered in 
relation to the Turks, whose atrocities are wholly forgotten 
in favour of their prowess. 

I have spoken with many Russians of position, who do not 
disguise their opinion that the moment is eminently favourable 
for the approach to negotiations direct between Prussia and 
Turkey, as the parties most interested, and on a basis of 
individual or rather common personal interests, rather than 
with regard to complications of what are knouru as European 
interests ; but this view is purely a Russian one. In more 
general circles the opinion prevails that a vigorous effort will 
he made to settle the Eastern Question by the three Emperors, 
to the exclusion of England from a voice in the settlement, 
and with the introduction of provisions which will scarcely 
meet her approval, while they will fail to present a 'cause for 
active remonstrance. Many people know perfectly well that 
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in An^st a last intimation, or rather, indeed, a ■warning, was 
given to the Russian Emperor that England could not be 
restrained from hostile action in the event of Russia 
persevering so far as to engage in a second campaign, and so 
prolong the disturbed condition of Eastern Europe. That 
notice was not indeed official, or even Ministerial, but the 
peculiar and delicatel^f personal character of it gave it at 
least eqnal weight, and probably this Avas intended, as it 
certainly was felt. One result of it has been so far satl*!- 
factory that the Russians have prosecuted the war -^ugoronsly 
until now, instead of going into W’inter quarters ; but, I 
venture to ash : Suppose events so shape themselves that tlio 
now victorious Russians, disregarding this -tt'aming, harden 
their hearts for a second campaign, what then? It is true 
that the fortunes of war change nnth the moon; but are 
changed fortunes of w'ar to invalidate deliberately nttcred 
words ? For we may well hope, and that for more reasons 
than most among us Imow, that no second campaign will occur 
to complicate relations or to invalidate virtual pledges. 

In the next letter we hare some details of the treatment 
of the prisoners captnred by the Russians and removed into 
Roumania, with some further particulars of the latter dajs 
of the investment of Plevna. 

+ + Bocharest, November 25f/«. — Tliorc was a little o.xcitcmcnt 
here yesterday concerning Messrs Vacliell and Dongla^i, the 
two English surgeons who ncro captnred by the Russians, 
and whose arrival in Bucharest I have already reported. The 
Russian authorities hero had received orders from head- 
quarters to forward these two gentlemen on to St. Petersburg 
at once, bnt ilr. Vachell, ■\%ho had liocn Buffering' from 
dvBcntery for some time, was in such a precarious condition 
on his arrival hero that a long journey might liavo cost Iiini 
his life. The Russian military authorities, however, refu«'d 
at first to listen to the entreaties of his friends, and simj'ly 
stated that the onlers received mast bo ol)cy(il, and it 
not until our consul protc.sted in n most energetic wanner 
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that permission was given for them to remain a few days 
longer at Bucharest. They accordingly remain here as 
prisoners of war. I think that if the rights of the affair 
were known, it would he found that sorne mistake must have 
occurred in the order, because from the kind and excessively 
friendly treatment which these two surgeons received at the 
hands of tile Grand Duke at Bogot, it was evidently never 
intended that they should he treated as prisoners of war 
here. I helieve I am right in stating that is the opinion of 
the two gentlemen themselves. 

In the letters helow, a correspondent at Bucharest describes 

the condition and arrangement of the English hospitals in 

Bucharest and Turna Magurelle. 

§ Bucharest, November 26th . — Turning out of the Strada 
Criovi, we pass through a gateway over which flutters a 
little red-cross flag, and we find ourselves in the “English 
Relief Eund Hospital.” Up a staircase, through a room set 
apart for stores, and we are shown into the wards. After 
the dirt and turmoil of a Bucharest street, the quiet order 
and cleanliness is very marked. The object of the hospital 
is to succour the Roumanian wounded, and it was started 
abont two months ago by Dr. and Mrs. Mower. The staff’ 
consists of Dr. Mower and Dr. Lamson ; the number of beds 
about thirty. The hospital consists of five rooms, with eight, 
eight, six, four, four beds respectively. The cubic space 
alloyfed to each man is quite equal to what would be con- 
sidered sufidcient in a tropical climate, and here of course is 
even more than is required. A bath-room, with a large 
English bath, probably a new spectacle to all the patients, a 
kitchen and out-offices, the doctor’s room, and operating room 
complete the establishment. The Roumanian Government 
find the house and alloAV sixty centimes a man daily for 
rations, the rest is entirely supported by English money — 
the house painted, carpeted, and fitted up ; beds, blankets, 
medicine, surgical instruments, the very best medical advice 
and attendance — in fact, a model hospital is the result. The 
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cases are principally bullet -wounds, and mostly in the hand, 
■\vhich points rather to men firing over a parapet -ndthont 
taking aim, but this can scarcely be the case here, as most of 
the men -^'ero -wounded in tho second great attack on Plevna. 
Gangrene is very common, partially, I am told, owing to the 
length of time that necessarily elapses between the first 
dressing of the wounds on the field and -a-hon they arc at- 
tended to in the hospital — in some cases so much as fiv-o and 
six days elapsing -without the original dressing being taken 
off, also to the low state some of the men ore in when wounded, 
from hard work, v'et, and insuflScient food. Watching the 
-wounded men as they follow with grateful eyes every move- 
ment of Mrs. Jlower and her lady assistants convinces one of 
the effectual way nursing is here carried out and the kindness 
that accompanies it. The business part of tho establishmont 
seems to be equal to its cleanliness, and I jvas especially 
struck with the thoughtfulness of tho arrangement of having 
“ brassards ” to put on the wounded men’s arms, so that all 
could tell that those thus marked would be taken caro of in 
the English Relief Fund Ho.spital The success attending 
the hospital is shown by the return of deaths, which at 
present is nil. 

From the Strada Criovi wo wont to tho EnglLsh ho.spital at 
tho Ecole Militairo, where the English hospital started by 
fho National Aid Society, under Or. Sf'Nnlty, wn.s cstnbli.sho<l 
about six weeks ago. WJmt I have already said about the 
hospital in tho Strada Criovi applies to this one. The object 
is tho same ; the caro, cleanliness, and medical science equally 
apparent. The staff consists of Dr JPNalty, who, overj-- 
body hero is sorry to hear, is recalled to his oITicinl duties at 
the War OfTice; Drs. Connolly, Patti'-on, and Stephens. 
This staff has at the same time to look after a hospital at 
Tuma-l[agnrollo, and also thirty-seven beds just given over 
in the Jlal Jlnison boro in Dnehnrest. Wo wore fortunate 
in arriving just at tlio patients’ dinner time. “ A much letter 
dinner than yon can get at tho front for twelve francs,” re- 
marked one of tho party, and there is a good deal more of it 
too. Number of l>cds eigbty-two. Cheerful patients in 
cheerful rooms n2>plie.‘i to nil the cases except one, that of a 
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man avIio lias taken it. into his head that he ivonld like to 
starve to death. I need hni'dly sav that his -wishes on this 
point are not nnich eonsulied hy his doctor and nunscs. Tlie 
same kind of casualties meet one again; hullct wounds, 
jirincipally on the hands, a few shell wounds. Gangrene and 
dysentery complete the list. One peculiar ease was jiointed 
out to us hy ]3r. Stejihens, who kindly accompanied us round — 
a man struck on the left arm when in the act of firing; the 
hullct passed through the forearm half-way hotwcon the wrist 
and the elhow, and through the side of the hiecjis, without 
touching the hone, and seemingly without in an}' way do- 
strojung the muscular action of the arm. 

The number of deaths arc two; number turned out cured fifty- 
five. There is now room for more inmates, which I hear will 
be filled up by the wounded from the Eahova action. On 
eveiy side, both inside the hospital and throughout Bucharest, 
one hears of the great services rendered by ]\Irs. !Mansficld, 
the wife of the English Consul, both personally and by her 
influence, to this hospital, and it is willingly alloAvcd by all 
that a large part of its success is due to her untiring energy. 

We were sho-^ra a Irind of tilt, made as a cover for the country 
cai’ts in which the wounded have to be carried. It is made 
of sti’ong tarred canvas, stretched on arch-.shaped ribs of 
wood, marked with the red cross and “ Societe Rationale 
Britannique.” Twenty-five of these, together -with blankets 
and beds for the carts, at a cost of a little over 100 fi-ancs 
each, have been given by the National Aid Society to the 
regiment that the Prince the late Duke of Lcuchtenberg 
commanded. I hear that the tilts have proved of such great 
use that it is contemiflated having more made. 

I hope to be at Turna-Magurellc in a day or so, when I shall 
■visit the hospital there. 

§ Turna-Magukelle, Novemher 27th . — I went round the 
wards of the Bed Cross Hospital here yesterday. The 
four buildings that make up the hospital are situated about 
half a mile from the town, are oblong in shape, the side 
walls made of “ wattle and daub ” on stout timber frames ; 
the' roof consists of sticks of the same size, and put together 
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in tlie same way as those nsetl for fascines. A slight coatiii" 
of straw thatch completes a moat serviceable and waterproof 
bit of work. The hospital was started about the beginning- 
of September, and is under the direction of Dr. Failla, who 
is assisted by five resident English surgeons, also by a few 
Roumanian surgeons. The number of the latter, hoAvevcr, 
varies very considerably, as they are ordered about from one 
place to another as wunted. There arc ten nuns and five 
priests sent by the Roumanian Government, five sistei-s of 
chanty, and fifteen volonteer nurses. Two of the hnildings 
are wai^s, and contain at present mnety wounded ; the other 
two contain dispensary, sleeping places, eating-rooms, opera- 
ting room, &c., the whole of the staff living on the premises. 
The number of beds is 120. 

As I enter the first ward the horrors of irar are brought homo 
to one in the person of the first patient. I seo a poor follow 
who was evidently at the time of being wounded lying domi 
with his head bent well over his rifle, in the position of 
aiming, and was struck by a ballet on tho loft lower jaw, It 
passed through the lower part of his mouth, down tho right 
side of his neck, and finished hy breaking his collar-bone. 

I am afraid by tho account I heard of him his clmnoo of 
life is small. The ward I stand in is full of work, noiseless 
certainly, and with no unnecessary movement. At tho foot of 
one bed stand two English doctors, Lending over the 
shattered leg of a Roumanian, avIio, like most of tho others, 
had been wounded at Rahova. About tho room are sisters 
of charity and dressers. Bandages aro passed, water 
brought, and instruments pas-sed in a quick, business-like 
way that tolls time is precious, Eveiy now and then the 
stillness is broken by a groan from some poor follow writhing 
on his bed. A faint smell of carbolic acid is the only taint 
in tho warm air. 

Xho next ward is n repetition of tho first. I n^k Dr. jratnrln, 
who kindly accompanied mo round, “Uavo yon no shell 
wonnds ? ” “ No ; you see that shell wounds from their very 
nature don’t admit of a patient being moved verj- far. Th^ 
is a long way from tho front.” "Any Ijayonct worind-t?” 

" I have seen about SCO men here, and only one l«yo«ot 
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•svoiind.” "We Avcni lliroiigh ilic tlisponsniy, dining-rooms, 
<5cc., Avlncli arc all partitioned ofC by ronghly-sa'svn boards, 
but seem to be well arranged. 

The great complaint of the medical men here seems to be of the 
long delay that occurs between the time the men arc wounded 
and when they arrive in the hospital. Some of the Rahova 
wounded were jolted about in common open wooden carls for 
nearly three days, entirely exposed to the wet. and cold, and 
a good many of them starved as well. They also complain of 
a dressing used at the front, some preparation of iron which 
stops bleeding very quickly, but the after clTccts of which 
are very detrimental to recovery. I hoar there have been 
cases of men standing so long in the water and mud of the 
trenches before Plevna that they liave been brought out 
with their feet and legs in a state resembling frost bite. 
This tells a talc of the few reliefs the Roumanians ai’c able 
to afford, as with this weathei’, wai’m for the time of year, 
it would take quite tliirty-six hours to bring a man to such a 
state. 

I heard yesterday from a Roumanian commissariat officer that 
of 100 empty waggons sent from Plevna three days ago, only 
thii’ty-six arrived all right, the rest breaking down. Tlie 
length of road is under fifty miles. How the wounded are 
to be transported over such roads is a problem which will 
only be solved by killing many a poor fellow Avho, with any- 
thing like a chance, would have recovered. 

§ Buchaeest, Christmas Day . — ^The allies have had a hard task 
set them to dispose of their prisoners. As soon as possible 
the Turks were split up into lots and separated, the Russians 
taking 30,000, the Roumanians 10,000. These are the 
numbers given out, but I am sure they are above the mark. 
The Roumanian prisoners were marched to Yerbitza, the 
Roumanian headquarters, on the day of capture ; the Russian 
prisoners were left at Plevna. ]\Iany sick were among them. 
Two days before the fall of Plevna and on the day of 
capitulation, neither the Russians nor Roumanians had bread 
for themselves, owing to the breaking of the bridge across 
the Danube at Nicopolis. Consequently, on the 10th, the 
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Turks pot notliicg to eat, and some onlj" of tketu auj^king 
on the 11th. The nights fvere cold, the Turks thinlj' clad° 
they were encamped in the open, with no food, or next to 
none ; the natural result followed — the weak died, and disease 
gripped the survivors with a firmer clutch. The Xlussian 
soldier’s ration was a loaf of bread, or biscuit in lieu, and a 
small piece of meat. The Roumanian's was the same, and 
except the biscuit was better. The prisoner’s ration was 
half a loaf of bread, increased as soon as possible to a ^vholo 
loaf. Some of the prisoners died each night, of course, 
but as there were many wounded among them, and numbens 
of sick, it would bo impossible to say bow far the necessary 
rigours to which the Turks had to submit increased the 
number. 

On the morning of the 12th I made a careful round of the 
town of Plevna. The mosques were full of dead and dying, 
the houses in the main street were filled in like manner. 
Corpses were lying on the pavement and in the gutters, 
passers-by stepping unconcernedly over them. At every 
door almost stood a Greek wearing tho badge of the red 
orescent, dressed suspiciously smartly, with a ho.ilthy 
appearance quite unlike what one would expect a hard- 
worked doctor would bo in a fevcr-strickon, long-bostegtti 
place like this. I was present when tho Russians told oH 
some of their prisoners into separate lots, and s.aw them 
encamped for the night. The arrangements seemed to be 
good, and there was as little confusion as one could expect. 

Av tho jso.rniugof tJa? }3ih J vjsitrd iho Ivittlr-fieW nt dav- 
break. A thick fog in the valley prevented one from seeing 
more than forty or fifty yards. 1 cro.'t'^cd tho Vid by tho 
permanent bridge, tbo numbers of dead horses and cattle 
showin" tho terrible execution tho Russian artilleiy ilid 
among the carts crossing tho bridge on tho lUth. On the 
south side of the Sofia road a batch of pri.soncrs were being 
moved ; close to tho ro.ad were fonr dead bclnnging tn this 
party. Some were just able to crawl slouly after their 
comrades, two sat hclplc'wly on tho ground. A sentry, ft 
brute who disgraces tho Ru.srian infantr)* of tho line, tries 
with kicks or blows to drive the two on. One ri«fs 
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evidently ill, only to totter a few paces and sink again on tke 
ground. Tlie otker, supporting liimself on a piece of broken 
plank, gets on one leg and tides, by means of bis poor 
substitute for a crutcb, to save bis wounded foot. Tbe 
Russian sentry drives bis bayonet into tbe knapsack carried 
by tbe wounded' Turk witb sucb force tbat tbe wretched 
man reels forward five or six feet, bis groans testifying to 
tbe greatness of bis pain. Sick at tbe sight, and maddened 
at one’s helplessness to prevent it, I turn and catch up tbe 
main body of tbe prisoners, as four Russian Guardsmen, 
great-coated, looming very giants in a fog, approach from tbe 
opposite direction. One is eating from a big piece of black 
bread be carries in bis hand ; a Turk begs some ; be divides 
bis bread, gives a half, and goes cheerfully on bis way, 
munching tbe remainder. One of bis comrades lags behind, 
and after a search tbat shows money is scarce, produces a 
coin, gives it to a prisoner, and follows bis comrades. Tbe 
fog lifts a little, a battery of artillery comes, jingling across 
tbe road, an ammunition waggon is upset, and for three 
minutes I listen and marvel at tbe fluency of a Russian 
officer. Standing up in bis stirrups, red in tbe face, be pours 
forth a stream of what is evidently not too polished language. 
Tbe waggon on its wheels, I leave tbe road and wander on 
to tbe battle-field. • Another lot of prisoners have here been 
moved, and are now crouching on tbe ground, huddled 
together, trying to save their lightly-clad limbs from tbe 
chilling fog. 

Purtber on are ghastly tokens of tbe last great struggle. At 
first bodies in ones and twos, some lying easily, naturally, as 
if just fallen asleep, others in positions tbat would be 
grotesque if they were not so unspeakably horrible. Tbe 
dead become more numerous, and I know I am approaching 
tbe Russian works, against which tbe sortie was made. 
Presently, from far away across tbe Vid, in tbe direction of 
Opanlik, come tbe notes of a band playing a Roumanian 
march. Tbe music is taken up from tbe Plevna road, there, 
is a stir in tbe Russian lines, and I burry back towards tbe 
bi’irlge to see tbe 48,000 Russians and 12,000 Roumanians 
tbat are this day to parade on tbe battle-field before tbe 
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Emperor. The fog has again lifted a little as I come upon 
three hattalions of the ftnssian Gnards. Bigger men, hotter 
dressed, or better drilled, no army in the world can produce. 
Dressed in their long greatcoats, every man stepping in exact 
time, they pass their general in quarter column, and as they 
pass he says about three words, which are answered by a 
short, sharp, fierce ahont quite startling in the suddenness 
with u'hich it begins and ends. At the briclge aro crossing 
some Ronmanian regulars. They are headed by the 2nd 
Chasseurs, a very skeleton of a regiment of about 130 men, 
the rest lie buned on the slopes around Gravitza, all killed on 
the 30th August. They differ considerably from tho 
Russians, who move in a slow, certain, dogged way that 
gives one somehow a great idea of power. Tho Roumanian 
regulars are smaller men, and move with a quick, sharp, 
French-like action, and arc well drilled. Next to tho regulars 
como the Territonal Roumamau Armj*, tho peasant “Doro- 
bantz ; ” they move fairly well, and in standing privation and 
liardship have proved themselves better men than tho regular 
army As the parade is forming up, in company with some 
of the officers of General Chernat’s staff, wo como upon four 
Turks lying on the field of battle, and .still alive. For four 
days Without food, inthont water, exposed to tho freezing 
cold of four night.s, have these poor fellows managed to keep 
life in their suffering bodies. 7'hey «-cro immedl.'itely sent 
off on stretchers to the Russian linos. A staff officer 
observed that if we, in merely crossing tho plain four day.s 
after tho battle, stumble on woumletl, how many more in.ay 
there not bo whom nobody has seen, 

Tho parade was a most imposing one, mixed as it was with the 
hard reality of war. At tho bridge passed by the Emjii'ror 
were dead men, horses, and cattle. At each buIo of tho mnd 
down which ho drove were tho same, intermixed with sick 
and a few wounded Turks. A largo Iwly of the pri'Otifra 
were close to tho spot and oWnera of the jwirade. The 
troops were drawn up in two lines of quarter columns, at 
intervabs of ten paces iMjtwcon regiments, q'hc Bccond line 
was aliont fifty paces in rear of tho first. The Empon*r on 
arrival cmbiuced Generals Vetrisky and Daniloff, who coin. 
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luandod llio reserve nnd tlic position niiaclced by Osman ; lio 
also shook hands Avith Captain Grammartichesen, who com- 
manded a Konmanian hallcry of artillery Avhich rendered 
good service hy its quickness in getting into action. The 
parade consisted of an inspection hy the Emperor, who, 
accompanied hj" the Grand Dnkc and Prince Charles, and 
folloAved by a brilliant and enonnons staff, passed down the 
front lino and back by the second. His reception was most 
enthnsiastic, every regiment cheering the moment, it caught 
sicrlit of the Avhite tlacj with the ornamental cross that denoted 
the Emperor’s presence, and nothing could be more impressive 
than the enormous volume of sound produced by the excited 
shouts of 60,000 men. 

On the Avay back I could not help thinking that some of the 
great number of men who are employed in collecting arms, 
ammunition, &c., which everywhere covers the ground on the 
Plevna side of the Vid, might have been first used as gi*avc- 
diggers and sti’etcher-bearers. On the night of Saturday the 
15th, about 2 inches of snow, accompanied by a eonsiderable 
fall of temperature, rendered the condition of the prisoners 
Avoi-se. On the 16th, batches of prisoners were got oft' on the 
road running to Eicopolis, and on the night of the 17th 
arrived there. On the ISth, steady snoAv began. I arrived at 
Alexandria and was there snoAved up for four days Avith a 
batch of 4,109 prisoners and their Roumanian guard. As 
the conditions of the prisoners are here changed — the 
Roumanians are in their oa\ti country, they are able to billet 
all their prisoners in houses, and provdsions are plentiful — I 
Avill deal Avith them in a separate letter. As a sample of the 
cold the Turks have to endure, on the night of the 23rd I 
started in a sleigh and at ten o’clock found my bottle of AAunc 
(vin du pays) frozen solid. 

§ Bucharest, Decemher 2Qtli . — ^Winter suddenly set in on the 
18th, when I arrived at Alexandria. For forty-eight hours a. 
snowstorm raged ; tlrree feet of snow fell. The telegraph AAures 
broke ; the post ceased to run. The inhabitants, 4,000 Turks, 
the Roumanian guard of cavalry and infantry, were all snowed 
up. During the four days we were thus cut off from the 



•208 


Var COBRESPOXDESCE. 


outer Tvorld I Lad t)je good fortune to sec real cLaritj doni 
a business-like way by Dr. Fraser, chief of the Red Ci 
Society. The conditions under which the prisoners are 1 
are very different from what they were at the front 
■The Sonmam'ans are in their omi country. 2nd. Supp 
are plentifnl. 3rd- £rery prisoner has a roof to cover h 
All this is in their favour. Against them arc two things 
1st. The snow lies three feet deep, the frost is most severe, 
hard that if it lasts another week the Danube will ho fro? 
over. 2nd. Owing to the nnmber of prisoners they j 
scattered all over the town, and sttpervision is impossil 
Again, m favour of tbo prisoners are the kind hearts of t 
Roumanian ofBcers nnd soldiers; both are ever ready to it 
to do anything to improve their position } again, against tin 
is the want of organization on the part of the' civil a 
military authorities 

The major commanding the guard complained bitterly of t 
want of interest taken by the Turkish officers in their mo 
Ho also related how ho distributed 500 pairs of sandals 
the worst off of the Turks, and next morning found they hi 
sold them. “TVTiat canwo do with such people?” lie vci 
naturally exclaims. This points to one of three things:— Is 
Want of food. 2nd. Want of tobacco 3rd. A desire to I 
left in this place, as, of course, it wonld be itnptT'sible for 
man to march with bare foct in the snow. 

“ Wc gave them meat,” says an officer. “ Wonldyou believe it 
' — they threw it away.” Giving raw meat to a man without 
penny, in a place where the BUiallpst bit of firewood bas t 
bo paid for, is scarcely likely to Ik> of much use to him. 

“lYe gave them cheese then,” said the same authority, '* the 
eat that,” Wint I should bare liked to have asked i«, ** Yo 
gave them this and tliat, bat can you or any one eUo seiv o 
your own certain knowlcilgo that every single individual pi 
his share?” "What wa.s done fortlic Turks hy Dr. Fraser "a 
this ; clothing was given to some, toliacfo and honey to all 
The clothing was given by his owm hands to the jw-r-on 
whom it was intcndetl. The honey and tobacco oert' isstict 
as follows: — By the kindness of the officer cominamlim:. tb- 
Turkish officers, twelve in tiumler, who comtnniid division*, 
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T\'ere assemHed, also one to represent tlie minor officers, in 
number sixty -nine. To each of these was given a piece of 
paper on which was written in Turkish, by the Turkish 
adjutant, the number of men in his company, the number of 
packets of tobacco and cigarette papers, and the weight of 
honey to be handed over to him. The tobacco, cigarette 
papers, and weight of honey Avere then handed over to him by 
Dr. Draser. His men Avere assembled, and the officer himself 
saw that each one got his share. 

This was the only opportunity I had of judging of the interest 

■ the Turkish officer takes in his Avork. There was no lack of 
it in this case. . To see the eager AA-^ay in Avhich the honey and 
tobacco were received by the soldiers themselves Avas- quite 
pitiful ; they' are the two luxuries the Turk loves best. I 
was very glad to hear of the great heat-giAdng properties of 
the honey. On the afterrioon of the 23rd, I went out with 
Dr. Draser, both our pockets well filled with penny packets 
of tobacco ; these we distributed to a party of Turks Avaiting 
outside the Mairie, Dr. 'DraSer also giving bread to some of 
the more destitute ones. We went with the major in com- 
,mand to the temporary hospital. A Roumanian doctor also 
accompanied us who came to make a report that his patients 
had had no food that day. We found about ninety men 
huddled alongside the walls of a good-sized room — a school 
— ^with insufficient straw, no water, and in the dark, all 
wanting food, but most too far gone to clamour for it. From 
the hospital to the Mairie on the way the major explained to 
us that the officers were quite helpless, as the Turks insisted 
on buying sweetmeats with the money obtained by selling 
bread. This, I take it, is a made up story to blind the officers 
to Avhat really is going on, Ariz., receiving the prisoners’ 
rations and selling them. I have seen Turks buying bread, 
I have seen others standing outside the shops, their half- 
covered feet all but hidden in the snoAv, eyeing the loaves as 
one sees a London street arab looking into a Christmas 
decorated eating-house. I have paid four coppers and given 
a man a loaf. To see the eager yet graceful way in which he 
clutches it couAinces one that he fully thinks you have given 
him new life. On arrival at the Mairie a talk ensues, equally 
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di^'itlcd behveen tho doctor, the mayor, and the major. A 
further order for hread is unhesitatingly given by the major 
on his own responsibility, as the mayor says the full amount 
has been handed over to the military. Being satisfied that the 
men were going to be fed, some two hours later we took them 
up a little tobacco. Some were glad to have it, others were 
nnable to take notice ; one was dead, snrronnded by livin" 
hunger-stricken men, all were too far gone to move from the 
corpse, bnt with still enough power to go throngh a ghastly 
pantomime of raising their hands to their mouths and 
imitating the motion of eating. 

Leaving the lantern, which Dr. Treser had thoughtfully 
brought for the prisoners, wo hurried oS to find food. 
Nearly all the shops were closed ; but at last a sack ivith 
about 160 thick biscuits was found, and with this ^'o wore 
back again as fast as possible, to find that the day's bread 
was then being issued at about eight p.m; to those that 
required food the most — the sick. "W^e waited to see them 
eat ; but a good number were unable to break the bread, 
which is baked very hard on the ont.'?ide, and on trial we 
found it required considerable force eren to pull the upper 
crust from the lower. In some one or two cases of tho 
weaker men the crumb of the bread had to be soaked in 
water so as to enable them to cat it. * 

This want of bread by particular men is simply want of proper 
arrangements. Nobody could wish to do better than the 
Koumanian officer, nobody could have a readier hant( to help 
or a better heart, but the system, or rather want of system, 
is bad According to tbeir own showing they depend on the 
Turkish officer. Tho Turkish officer sits in a cafe, and 
spends his time equally between coffee and tobacco, with 
oocasional drinks not approved of by tho Prophet. The 
Turkish soldier is, therefore, sometimes neglected, and now 
and then starved. There are here 4,000 odd prisoners. One 
of them knows Roumanian, and remains with the com- 
mandant of the town as interpreter, and this seems to bo tho 
only means of communication. There surely must bo nn 
inhabitant of Alexandria wlio can talk Turkish. Yestonlay, 
■on inquiring for the telegraph office, the gentleman I spoke 
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to nskccl me if I could P]icalc Roumanian or Turkisli, and 
finding I could speak neither, referred me to a French 
speaking iiativc. Here Avas an interpreter, I have vi.sitcd 
the Mairie three or four times, have found the i\l.ayor polite 
and anxious to help, hut evidently overhurdened Avith Avork, 
and quite unahlc to cope AAnth the difiicultics of his situation. 

In talking about men being starved, one must bear in mind that 
it is a A'cry quick operation Avhen short rations are accom- 
panied AAnth Avant of clothes, long marches, and bitter frost. 
As regards clothing, Dr. Fraser telegraphed a large order to 
Bucharest for Avaim clothing, A\‘hich he hopes Avill be ready to 
be issued to those Avho need it most by the time they arrive 
in Bucharest, Avhicli Avdl probably he to-moiTOAv. I have 
desci'ibed the condition of a batch of prisoners aa’Iio arc, I 
am quite sure, exceptionally Avell olT. The poor Avrctches 
Avho haA ' 0 not yet crossed the Danube must be dying simifiy 
in hundreds. 

Edhem Pacha is at present a pri.soner Avith the Roumanian 
General DaAular. "While couA'crsing Avith him the other day, 
he took a piece of paper Avhich happened to be part of an 
old number of the Graphic, representing a panoi'amic vieAv of 
PleATia, and on the back, Avith a fcAv rapid strokes in pencil, 
he produced a fair plan of the battle of PlcAma. The rapidity 
and correctness AAith Avhich he dreAv the contours of the 
diSerent hills shoAN'ed liim to be a cajoable military di’aughts- 
man. His quick, intelligent mode of narration, and his 
sharp, practical comments, couA’inced one at once that here 
AA'as one of the men Avho I’endered PleATia such a hard trial 
as it proved to the Russians. This is his account : 

Shortly preATous to the soi’tie, a Council of War Avas held, con- 
sisting of eight pachas and the ciAul poAvers. Osman Pacha 
informed them that his store of bread Avas coming to an end, 
and that very little big gun amunition Avas left. It Avas for 
them to decide, should they lay dovim their arms or make a 
sortie in the only practicable place, across the Vid, north of 
the Sofia road. The sortie A\'as decided on. On the night of 
the 9th, 32,000 Turks, all the available force except a skeleton 
garrison for some of the redoubts, assembled in the Valley of 
PleATia — 26,000 infantry, 6,000 artillery. At t-wo o’clock 
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tills army commenced crossing the Vid by five bridges, the 
permanent stone one and font tempomry ones. The tempo- 
rary were placed one jnst np stream to the soath of the stone 
bridge, the other throe dividing the distance hetween the 
gtone bridge and a line dranm from Opanesk fort straiglit to 
the river. As the re^menta crossed the Vid they deployed 
into line, and they did this in so orderly n manner that the 
Cossack videttes, who were but 300 yards away, were not 
aware of their vicinity till the skirmishers of the Turks 
advanced to within 100 yards of them. The Cossacks then 
retired firing. 

At this time the position of the Turkish forces was as follows ; 
— Ist, a lino of skirmishers; 2nd, a line of battalions in lino ; 
Srd, three guns in. rear of right of line of infantry; three 
ditto centre ditto ; three ditto loft ditto These gxms were 
not used till after passing the first Russian line. The Turks 
depended on one gun in the small bastion below Opanesk 
redoubt, five on the south slope of the Opanesk redoubt, 
these constituting the right of the Turkish attack; eleven 
guns in two batteries on the high ground on the Plevna side 
of the permanent bridge, these constituting the left of the 
Turkish attack. The positions of the Turkish generals weie 
as follows • Commencing from the rear of the army, one 
Pacha was on the high ground above the bridge, with the 
eleven guns I have mentioned ; one on the right, ndth the 
six guns on the slope of Opanesk; two in the plain below 
superintending the crossing. On the right of the attacking 
line was one Pacha ; in the centre, one ; on the loft were tiro 
and Osman Pacha. As the attacking line advanced, carts 
containing ammunition and necessaiy baggage crossed the per- 
manent bridge, and, with them, numbers of carts belonging to 
the inhabitants of Plevna, and containing their wives, 
children, and household goods, in all to the number of 
4,000, pressed forward, and crossed as fast as possible. Those 
latter Osman Pacha was powerless to prevent crossing, for 
as soon as his troops were withdrawn from Plema they 
insisted on following. At daybreak, a little before eight, tlio 
fighting began. The bridge was swept by tho Kns.sian artil- 
lery, killing men, women, and children, and horses and oxen. 
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At niDG, l^'o. 2 Ijridgc, coiniting tlie l)nc!go helow Opnnesk as 
Ho. 1, Avas broken ky tlic Kouinaninu battery of live guns, 
situated to tbc riglit of the Tiirkisk attack. The Turks 
steadil}' advanced, and canacd ilie first Bnssian lines. 
Again they advanced, and carried Iavo batteries of .six 
mins eacb in- the second line. For two honr.s the 

O 

fierht raided between the second and third line of the 

CT O 

Bnssians in favour of neifher side. At this critical 
time the Turkish shells ran short ; this enabled ihe Rou- 
manians to turn their left flank, to get possession of Opane.sk 
and the hard-fought day was deeided ag.ainst the I’nrks. 
Osman Pacha was wounded in the leg, the same bullet 
killing his horse, a present from the Sultan. 10,000 Turks 
had not crossed the Vid when they laid down tlieir aims. 

The next letter fnmishes a sequel to the story of the 
treatment of the prisoners in Bulgaria, exhibiting, as it does, 

. the captured Turks and their fellow- sufferers on' their road for 
the north. 

-p -f -P Pdtenieu, January Zrd. — ^Wc started from Fratesti, my 
companion and I, about ten o’clock on the morning of the new 
year. Our conveyance Avas a Avooden sleigh, and Ave Avere stoAved 
away AAuth our furs in a sort of hencoop, minus the top bars, 
with our bas:o:a2:e in the straw to seiwe us for a seat. We 
had had a heavy fi’ost the night before, and our road had 
been pretty Avell worn and Avas too much frozen to make it 
the most desirable for sleighing. Our vehicle Avould accord- 
ingly run away AAuth the horses AvheneA'er we came to a slight 
inchne to right or left on the road. As the roads are very 
much given that way in Roumania, we • were always on the 
look out for a collision Avith one of the frozen heaps of 
carrion by the wayside, round Avhich the- dogs Avere feeding. 
Dead horses and dying oxen now became more frequent, strew- 
ing our route, and we knew AA-^e must be in the Avake of some 
munition train. Presently we came up Avith an extensh’-e 
line of waggons and sleighs, for the most part loaded with 
shot and shell, struggling on slowly with the heavy weight 
of their deadly burdens, so Ave soon passed them. The morn- 
ing was bitterly cold, and before us aaus one vast plain of 
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sno-w, only broken by tbe bleak telegraph poles and the 
iluttcring of carrion crows. Soon these birds of prey in- 
creased in numbers, making almost black the leaden sky. 
Then afar off, breaking the horizon, a long dark line came 
slowly moving in caterpillar-fashion along the road towards 
us. It was a column of men marching. Hot Russian sol- 
diers or Roumanian, or ere this we should have heard sorae 
cheerful song home over the snow- They must be the 
Turkish prisoners, for in front waver the bayonets of their 
Dorobantz guards as they plod slowly forward under tie 
weight of their miscellaneous kit. Pollowdng are a few 
Turkish officers, either on ponies or on foot. Behind them 
come the men who once kept the flower of the Russian army 
at bay round Plevna How spiritless and broken they look 
as they trudge wearily along the road to their captivity. 
Half-starved, almost dead with fatigue and the severe cold, 
many with fever burning inr tbeir eyes — mere stalking bones 
and foul rags — come the brave troops who made the fame of 
Osman Pacha. We get well to the windward of these poor 
creatures, for typhus and small-pox linger ronnd them on the 
frosty air. Many are even now falling out of the ranks to 
He doim and die. One poor fellow has thrown himself on 
the snow by tho roadside ; ho can go no further. A com- 
rade, loth to leave him, follows and trie.s to persuade him to 
struggle once more to join the line. There is no response. 
He has swooned or is dead. A soldier of tho rearguard now 
comes up and roughly pushes the living man back to tho 
ranks Then he kicks with his foot the bundle of rags on 
tbe gronnd. There is no sign. With tho butt-ond of his 
gun he turns the head over from the snow. [I’lio oyes glare 
at him with a fixed stare. He is dead. Tho soldier brutally 
pushes the body deeper into the snow, shoulders his rifle, and 
joins his guard. 

Chousands of birds of prey whirl ronnd and settle in front and 
rear, always follouung this grim procession like sharks round 
a doomed ship. A few yards further on lies, l-alf-eorered 
Wth snow, a nude body of another d«id Turk, stripped by 
his companions for tho little warmth of tho rags ho wore, -V 
crow has just settled on his clenched hand and the dogs nro 
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slinking I’onncl tkeir victim. A few paces more brings ns to 
anotber miserable, lying as be died witb nptnrned face, staring 
on beaven tbrongb tbe fast falling-snow. We mnst now be 
near a village, for there are pigs about, and we bave just 
seen a skirmish between these swine and tbe dogs, to see 
which shall be first at this horrible carrion. It is the village 
of Pntenien, almost lost in the snow and ice. How different 
the place looked from what it was when I first passed through 
its streets in the early summer ! The Russian advance guard 
had then only just gone by, and I was in search of Dragi- 
miroff to know where the great crossing of the Danube was 
to take place. We were then suffeiang from mosquitoes, 
intense heat, and bhnding dust. How we were shivering in 
onr furs with cold. Pntenien has become a place of great 
importance since those days. It is now one of the resting- 
places for sick and wounded soldiers on the road from the 
Danube to Fratesti, or to the hospitals at Bucharest and in 
Russia. 

It is in Pntenien that Dr. Humphry Sandwith has erected, 
with funds from the England-Russian Sick and Wounded 
Society, an Etape or Hospice to shelter one thousand men. 
Hundreds of the Turkish sick passing through to Russia 
also find shelter and comfort within its walls from the severe 
cold weather. The director, M. le Baron de Benckendorff, 
and for the while our good host, is full of work. Hot only 
do his own sick and wounded appeal to his sympathy, but 
also the miserable Turks, and they pass through in thousands 
daily, dead beat, and weary from their long march. “ Four 
thousand passed through to-day,” said the Baron to me the 
morning I arrived. Our little village is over-crowded with 
the sick they have left behind. This evening four thousand 
more are expected. A loaf of bread and pound of meat are 
given to each prisoner just before entering the town. Then 
they are billeted for the night on the inhabitants, choking up 
their little hovels, breeding vermin and pestilence wherever 
they go. It is indeed hard, on the villagers of Pntenien, for 
there is an endless stream of prisoners. Ho sooner' has one 
column left than another enters the village. 

Unfortunately, through this bad arrangement on the part of 
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tlie Jlttssian find Koumanian anthorifies, the inhabitants ex. 
pend their annoyance on the poor prisoners, and the Eon- 
naanian peasants are very cruel and hmtal. They beat these 
poor -ivretches, illtreat the sick, and after the darkness hides 
their cruelty from the Russian eyes they tnm them out into 
the cold night, -which means in their plight, half starved and 
semi-nude, certain death, for the thermometer registers 
sometimes twenty degrees Reaumur below zero. The resalt 
is that the little dead-house opposite my lodgment is well 
tenanted the nest morning with frozen corpses. Dr. Sand- 
with and myself visited this charnel-house. There are two 
rooms. In one, ten or twelve bodies were lying as they had 
been pitched in dead, and others must still have had some 
life left by their expression and the position of their bodies. 
In the other room four Turks had sought shelter from the 
bitterness of the night, and had cleared a space in the mass 
of dead, and with scraps of rags from the bodies and some 
sticks of straw had lighted a fire, and were crowded round 
the wretched smoulder for warmth. One poor sluvering 
wretch, nearly naked, crawled from where he was thought to 
be lying dead towards the group, and feebly struggled with 
the rest for a place at the fire. Dr. Sandwith remonstrated 
with them in Turkish fo:' their unkindness to tlieir miserable 
comrade, and so the poor creature ivas allowed to huddle in 
with the cheerless circle. TTe asked them what we could do 
for them. They were very hungry, some not having eaten 
for three days. Major Baker and the doctor, who were witli 
me, sought in the village for food, but nothing for love or 
money could he got but onions and bread. The Rn.'ssians or 
Roumanians profess to give them bread and meat for daily 
rations, but there is no doubt that many in some way get 
none, and there are hundreds who through sickness cannot 
eat this rough fare. Soup is dealt out to many by order of 
the kindly Baron, but only tho stronger who struggle for it 
receive it. Tho weaker go to tho -wnll, and dio neglected 
from sheer starvation, ns their poor emneiatod bodies ivill 
testify in the little dead-house. The weather has been more 
than usually severe for the last two days, and the mortuary 
is crowded vdth dead Turks piled up several feet high, 
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and crowding tlic passage leading into ilic si roet'. Every morning 
waggons cart them, nnwashed, nncovered, to the hngc pit out- 
side the village, and there these hravc and long-snfi’ering men 
find a last resting-place. 

Jannanj 4-fh. — To-day 1 have made the acqnaintanee of a little 
sister of mercy, the most feailess and energetic of them all. 
She hates the horrihlc Turks and the English, too, hut does 
not mind mo, and tells- mo what perfidious creatures my 
counti’ymen are to sympathise and assist those cruel men. 
Kevcrtheless, I have seen her go into the most foul fever 
dens, with the good-natured Baron Viy her side, and dispense 
cigarettes and i'cfre.shing drinks to the wretched, sulTering 
Tiirks. She is an old campaigner In the work of attending 
the sick, though very young in years. She is always bright 
and cheerful, and is the life and sottI of the ho.spico at Putc- 
nieu ; wears the whitest of caps, the snowiest of aprons, and 
the reddest of rod crosses on her Imeast. Even Turks cheer 
up when they see her, though she beans the hated sjunbol. 
To-day is even colder than usual. The tclegmph wires 
mnning through the main road of the village are encased in 
more than an inch of frost, and the hospice glitters with 
frosted ice and snow in the last rays of the blood-red sun 
sinking over the white plains far-away to the west. I have 
just met the little sister returning to her hut from some act 
of mercy in the village. I call her attention to the lovely 
evening. A star and the crescent moon, the only signs in 
the clear sky, shine brilliantly. My companion stops, pulls 
my arm, and points towards the right. There is the omi- 
nous black line wending up the valley. iMore wretched 
prisoners, footsore and weary, with their cadaverous faces 
and ice-laden beards. A halt is made at the little bridge, 
to dole out to each their frozen loaf of bread. A few poor 
fellows throw themselves down on the snow and fervently 
pray after their fashion. How the heavens this night with 
the bright symbols of their faith glittering on the frosted 
snow and on their misery, seem to mock these poor men ! 

Another Correspondent sends further details on the same 

subject : — 
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six or seven ponies, is invited to dinner tbat favonred 
animal. 

I may remark that forage is not only had and dear, hut hard to 
get. Across the square we go, and into the quarters of the' 
“ Dorohantz,” who iiave conducted the prisoners from PIe\T 3 a. 

find them, some drawn up in the veranda not vet dis- 
missed, others just taking their packs off. The rooms and 
surroundings are the same as those occupied by the Turks, 
except that the prisoners have mats to sleep on, their captors 
none. The rations of both are the same, except the ration 
of spirits, which the Mohammedan will not take. Tobacco 
is also given them. The mortality of this batch of prisoners 
has been marvellously small, only sixty or seventy dying in 
the very severe weather of the last few days. Some sick 
have been left in the villages en route, and but 160 taken into 
hospital on arrival here. Wlien one knows that twenty 
B-nssians were frozen to death hut a few miles from hero ; 
that five or six Roumanian peasants were dug out of the 
snow near Alexandria the day before these very men started 
from there 5 that on that day 200 dead Turks strewed each 
Bide of the snow.covcred way abore Nieopolis, over which 
these veiy men had marched a few days before; when one 
thinks of the miserable and destitute condition some of these 
very men were in at Alexandria, which condition I described 
to you in my last letter, one marvels at tbeir extraordinary 
• good fortune, and cannot but think that their labour must 
have been lightened, and their troubles made as little as 
could be, by tbe Roumanian officer (all honour to him) whoso 
happiness seems to be bound np in their comfort. Wo W’crc 
unable to obtain any information as to tho truth of the 
rumour about small-pox being among the prisoners. 

In the following we have some news from Bucharest of a 

more distinguished prisoner. 

t Bdciubest, Decemler ZGth. — On Wednesday the Kicopolis 
bridge was carried away by the ice. Unless the bridges at 
Sistovabe removed immediatelythey will also go. The bridge 
carried away by the ice is of course completely dcstroycil, ns 
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tlie pontoons, for tlic most avo Inolccn and sunk. ISo 

floating krvdgc, of couv.sc, can be made to resist floating ice. 

Osman Paeba Las been at Fratosti for ilie past two days. He is 
expected bore to-nigbt; Prince Cbaxflcs is also expected. Tbo 
surgeons bavc bad a good deal of difliculiy witb Osman’s 
woxmd. He obstinately refused to bare it dressed, it. is said, 
for tbree or foxxr days, and it was with great difliculty two 
Sisters of Cbarity finally por.sixnded bini to submit to baxdng 
it cleaned and di’essed. 

Osman Paeba arrived bex-e tbis evening, and put up at tbo 
Hotel Broft. He was looking well, and was carried up to bis 
rooms iix axx ax'mcbaix'. A little gii’l, tbc daughter of a Rou- 
maniaix lady livixxg ixx the botel, ixict liinx xipstaix*s, axxd gave 
him a bouquet of flowex-s. He lifted bex' xxp and kissed her. 
He is accoxnpaixied by a Rxxssiaix ofliccx’, axxd a Russiaxx xxndcx*- 
officcr, witboxxt ax-ras, stands guard bcfoi-e bis dooi’. It is 
supposed be will remain here some days on aecouixt of bis 
wpxxnd, wbicb, although not dangoroxxs, is painful. It is 
believed that Colonel Wellesley’s interview with the 
Emperoi*, before the latter’s dcpax’ture for Russia, xvas in 
refei’ence to Osman Paeba. The Sultan bad reqxxestcd Mr. 
Layard to transmit to Osman Paeba bis sincere gratitude and 
deep sympathy. Colonel Wclle.slcy conveyed tbis message 
to the Emperoi’, who gi'aciously pi'omised to tx’ansmit it to 
Cbazi Osman. 

+ + Bucharest, Dccemher — Colonel Wellesley leaves bex’c 

on Satxu’day for London, via Vienna. Ho does not return to 
Bulgaria. 

Prince Charles of Roumania has just arrived. He was received 
with joyful acclamations by the populace, and decox’ations, 
flags, and illuminations are the order of the day. His High- 
ness, accompanied by the Ministers, the members of the 
Chamber, and the Senate, is at present attending Divine 
Sex’vice in the pi-incipal church in Bucharest. He will after- 
wards proceed to the Chamber, where an addres.s will be 
presented. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

AFFAIRS IN ST. PETERSBURG. 

UeceptwQ of the Emperor in the Capital — PnHic Rejoicings.— Imposing Scene 
iti the Kasan Cathedral. — Centenary of the Birth of Alexander I. — Requiem 
Service. — Ceremony m the Cathedral of St. Peter and St Paul. — Reception 
and Procession in the Winter Palace. — Opinion in Russia. — Difficulty of 
obtaininjt Data.— The Russian Political Organs — ^The Censorship — Loyalty 
of the People — Anecdotes of the Recent Ceremonies and Rejoicings.— 
J'opnlarity of the Cm. — ^The Russian Police and the People —A Street 
Incident.— The Emperor and the Peasant.— SensiliveBsss of tbs Autho- 
rities regarding the Transmission of News. — Censorship of Telegrams — 
Vetations Interference. — Russian Excitement regarding News from Eaglaod. 
— Review of Troops in 8t. Fetershorg. — The Russian Reserves.— Russian 
Army System. —Extent of the Dram on the Resources of the Empire.— The 
Wars with Napoleon. — Difference in the Coi^ditions of the Present Time.— 
The Financial Qaestion. — Feeling Towards England. 

The following series of letters from a Correspondent in St. 
Petersburg, at the period of the return of tho Czar after tho 
fall of Plema, disclose tlie slate of feeling and tho position of 
affairs in the Russian capital. In connection with tho war thejf 
fumisli a companion pictore to that of tho lettcr.s describing 
the situation in Constantinople, while they afford somo im- 
portant information regarding the rcsonrees of Russia in men 
and material. 

* St. PETEr.SDUBQ, December 23rd. — ^Tlie Emperor, on his return 
to his capital yesterday morning, was received witli an en- 
thusiasm tho fervid sincerity of which would have convinced 
the most incredulous of tho ardent population of this great 
city. I have heard it seriously averred, not lately indeed, 
but in tho dark days which have now passed away, that it 
mi"ht he rash for tho Emperor to return to tho capital except 
beliind tho bayonets of his soldiers. Judging hy uhat 1 have 
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seen and heard to-day, had the Emperor come home broken, 
defeated, and th-warted, he wonld have been as v^armly har- 
honred in the sympathetic and loyal hearts of his people as 
he has been noAv, returning under far other and more happy 
circumstances. 

The streets of St. Petersburg lend themselves happily to popu- 
lar demonstrations. Lined for the most part -with noble 
buildings, from whose fronts to-day hung countless banners, 
they are so wide as to afford ample standing room for the 
vastest throngs, without the crowding and confusion with 
which we at home are but too familiar. Prom daybreak the 
snowy air was filled with the strains of martial music as the 
regiments of the garrison paraded in full uniform, but with- 
out arms, were being marched to take up positions for lining 
the streets. Talk of the pomp and circumstance of glorious 
war, it is not in actual war whei'e pomp and circumstance are 
seen, but instead a grim purposeful utilitarianism. In Bul- 
garia I never saw helmet or epaulette, but here helmets and 
epaulettes, embroidered shabracques and dancing plumes, 
abounded. 

The garrison of St. Petersburg now consists of the reserve 
battalions of the Guard regiments and the line divisions 
which have taken the place of the Guards. One sees the 
quaint scarlet and yellow toupees of the Grenadiers, the 
curious brass-fronted, mitre-like casques of the Paulofi; 
Guard regiment, the glittering eagle-topped helmets of the 
Horse Guards, and the gay plumes and lines of the Lancers. 
The soldiers lined the broad roadway kept for the passage of 
the Emperor. Behind were serried masses of civilians of 

' both sexes, and of all classes. Balconies and windows were 
hung with cloths of brilliant colours, and thronged vdth the 
fairest faces of the Empire. In sadly many instances, how- 
ever, the sombre crape of the dresses testified that war has 
its bitterness as well as its glory. 

The Emperor’s train reached the splendidly decorated terminus 
exactly at ten o’clock. Cordial greetings were exchanged 
between friends who had accompanied the Czar to the battle- 
field, and those whom duty had detained at home. The 
general comment was that his Majesty looked very well, but 
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considerably thinner thail -when he left the capital. As h, 
alighted the pupils of the Conservatoire received him Tvith ; 
hymn of welcome, and tendered him a laurel crown. Jlr 
Bogrcboff, the Mayor of St Petersburg, presented an addres! 
of congratulation in the name of the Town Council, anc 
after a very brief delay the JEmperor emerged from the tor. 
minus, and as the vast throng in the open space outside 
caught sight of their monarch, the cheering waxed louder 
and louder; the roar of. artilleiy salvoes, with another and 
pleasanter significance than those which the Emperor has bo 
recently been hearing, added to the volume of sound, which 
was swollen and varied yet further by the peabng of hells 
belonging to the almost innumerable churches of the capital. 

The Emperor seated himself along with his son, the Grand 
Puke Sergius, in a little sledge, drawn by two horses. The 
w’ay was led by General Trepoff, Minister of Police, and the 
little vebicle, surrounded by a brilliant and splendidly 
mounted staff, and followed by an escort of the splendid 
HoTfie Guards, was driven at a rapid pace along the crowded 
streets on the road to the Kasan Cathedral The CzftreTOa, 
in a caleche, followed the imperial cortege, and met with 
a reception only second to that which welcomed the Emperor. 
The great semi-circular place in front of the Ensau Cathedral 
was fringed with crimson tiers of seats, and occupied partly 
by soldiers, partly by a densely packed mass of cirilians. 

The scene within was extremely striking. One passed tho 
massive doors to find the semi-darkness of a gloomy morning, 
relieved by the radfanceof muHitadiiioas candles, from which 
the light flashed on the polished sparkling surface of lingo 
pillars of Finland granite, and on the gold frames of tho ' 
sacred pictures. Tho soft light gleamed on tho chased sur- 
face of the holy door, behind which lies the high altar, and 
on the precious stones with which are so profusely adonicd 
the sacred effigies which break the glistening silvern surlaco 
of the Iconostas. Tlie goigeonsness o! a worship which ap- 
peals to tho soul through the senses, was visible every- 
where; in the massive candelabra of solid silver; in the 
■name of tho Almighty rendered in precious stones in tlie 
centre of the screen with dazzling rays of glory encircling 
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it ; in tlie glitter of innumerable gems ; and in tbe polished 
beauty of rare marbles.. 

Worship and -war mingle strangely together in this cathedral. 
An inscription testifies that the silver of the Iconostas was 
the offering of the Don Cossacks after the campaign of 1812. 
Another sense than that of religion is appealed to’ by the 
trophy and banners which depend from every column, like 
palm leaves droopiag from a central stem. Here are the 
visible tokens and signs of Russia’s military prowess in past 
wars. Hot yet are here the trophies won at Corny Dubnik, 
Tehche, and Plevna. These are yet to come, but the war 
prizes of Diebitch, Wittgenstein, and Paskie witch shot- torn, 
and faded, hang from the brackets fixed in the marble pillars. 
The tidumphs of earlier warfare with the Turks are com- 
memorated by standards taken by Suvaroff, when he led his 
own storming party against the ramparts of Ismail. The 
eagles of Prance, trophies of the collapse of the great in- 
vasion, are alternated with the standards tipped by the 
Crescent. Over the tomb of Kutosoff hang the banners his 
army won, when blood dyed the snow on the banks of the 
Beresina. "Crnder the flagstafi^s hang the massive keys of 
cities which have surrendered to Russian arms. That black 
staff there, studded with golden bees, is the marshal’s baton 
of the ruthless Davoust. 

The waitina: throne: in the noble cathedral is a microcosm of 
the Russian nation. People had spent the night sleeping on 
the marble floor, that they might be secure of a place for the 
morning. There has been no respect of persons in the ad- 
missions. The IVlujik in his sheepskins stands next to the 
high officer, whose bosom glitters with decorations. The 
lady of the nobility and the woman of the people rub 
shoulders. The old peasant woman and the princess bend 
together at the shrine. A clear space is preserved along the 
centre of the aisle. Elsewhere the eager earnest throng is 
massed. Order and quiet prevail. The duty of the police 
functionaries in keeping clear the central passage is very 
light. Ladies are passing along this pathway, carrying 
boxes in which they are collecting' contributions for the 
relief of the wounded, and the copecks of the peasant jingle 
VOL. II. Q 
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against tlie gold imperijJa contributed by the noble, for all 
arc liberal in this’ cause according to their means. Tall 
priests, in their lofty hats, their long hair falling on the 
collars of their gorgeous robes, moye to and fro, arranfrin" 
the preliminaries of the religious ceremony. The great 
chandeliers hanging from the roof are lighted, and now the 
cathedral is in a blaze of light. 

As the hour for the arrival of the Emperor draws nioh, the 
high officers of police finally marshal the orderly thronr' to 
come np to the front. Alas, that so many of them should 
wear these all too significant monming garments on such an 
occasion as that of to-day ! There always seems to be the 
undertone of a sob in the loud-sounding clamour of the 
joyous cheering, and here and there in the comers of the 
great cathedral were to be noticed weeping women, poor 
souls who have given hostages to Russia and the Czar, in 
the lives of those nearest and dearest to them. 

Suddenly the tinkle of a bell is heard; the great doors of tho 
cathedral are flung wide open ; there surges in a great gust 
of cold air, on the mngs of which is home a great throbbing 
volume of souud, the roar of the cheering of va-st mnlti- 
tudes, the booming of artillery, the clashing of tho pealing 
joy-bells. Descending from the altar-plaoe, tho clergy, 
headed by the Metropolitan, resplendent in gorgeous robes, 
and wearing a mitre which is one mass of glittering precious 
stones, advance in stately procession towards the door. There 
is a brief pansc, during which tho cheoring outsido peals 
louder and louder. From the front of tho Icono.stns a 
stream of melody diffnses itself over tlio cathedral ns 
choristers raise the chant of thanksgiving. Now tho pro- 
cession is returning from tho door where the Metropolitan 
has received the Emperor. Tho thtong cannot bo restrained. 

It closes in with iiresistibloimpulso, for hero comes their Czar 
back among them after sharing with his gallant soldiers the 
dangers and hardships of the campaign. His son, Grand Duke 
Sergius, the youngest member of tho Imperial family who 
has made the campaign, is by his side. Tho tlirong is silent, 
as beseems the sacred edifice, but tho eager joy of glowing 
faces testifies to tho all-absorbing emotion. 
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The Eruperoi’ passes on iowavds the altar, in'cceclcd by ilic 
^Metropolitan. Ho ascends tlie steps, and Ins lijis tonch ilic 
tlio glittering image of the Holy Virgin of Kasan. Tlicrc 
lias folloivcd liim tlic C/.arevna, Avhose fair face recalls the 
features so vividly of one honoured and beloved by every 
Briton. Count Adlcrbovg, alone of the mcinbors of the 
suite, has followed his Imperial master into the cathedral. 

The simple ceremony is of brief duration, and in a few moments 
the Emperor is returning towards the door. The loyalty of 
the throng is no longer to be restrained. !Mcn and women 
all but block the path of his !Majesty, eager to kiss the hem 
of his garment. The procession struggles on through the 
dense masses, and the door is finally reached. Tlicn we in 
the cathedral hear the cheering of the crowd outside break 
forth again as the Emperor drives away towards the Winter 
Palace. 

A few thousand persons would make but a very small show in 
the huge area of the Alexander Plat/,, but now it was so 
densely tluonged that circulation was wholly impossible. 
The clamour of the cheering rent the very sky as the 
Emperor drove through the crowd iip to the door of the 
palace, and, alighting there, stood for a few moments on the 
terrace acknowledging the welcome of his subjects, before 
entering the palace to take up for the time qaiartcrs very 
different to those he occupied at Bjela, Gomy Studen, and 
Poradim. Even after his Majesty had entered, the cheering 
continued so long and so persistently that he had to gnatify 
the people by showing himself again and again at the window 
of the palace. All day long the huzzaing crowd continued 
gathered in front of the palace, and late into the night the 
cheering of . the soldiers from tlie barracks fell upon the 
ear. 

Prom seven until nearly midnight the sferoets of the capital 
were brilliantly illuminated. 

* St. Petersburg, Becemher — One of the principal 

reasons which caused the Emperor Alexander to journey 
with all speed to his capital after the fall of- Plevna was 
that he might be able to preside in person at the cere- 

Q 2 
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ajonial commemorating the centenary of the birth of Iifs 
illustrious ancestor, Alexander I. That monarch’s name is 
identified -^vith some of the most critical and most glorious 
episodes of Eussiau national histoiy, and his memory is still 
green in the hearts of the Enssian people. 

Alexander lies buried among the dead of the Imperial family 
in the Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, in the fortress. 
Under white marble tombs sleep those whose names in life 
filled the world. Peter the Great, who evolved Russia from 
barbarism ; Catherine II. ; Alexander, whose reign saw a 
conquering hostile army in the Russian capital, and the ' 
conquering of the foe who had wrought her this despite ; 
and Nicholas of the iron sonl. 

Beneath the gorgeous roof of this Imperial mausoleum 
cathedral there gathered this morning to listen to a 
requiem service all tho.se of the nobles, courtiers, and 
soldiers of Russia who are not engaged in the campaign. 
The standards won by Russian prowess in the wars of two 
centuries hung from the pillars above the veterans who had 
been instrumental in the capture of some of them. ATcdals 
and decorations, rewards of conduct and valour, bedecked 
almost every breast. The St, Geoige hung at the throat of 
the pale lad whose arm in a sling, told of a wound received 
at the crossing of the Danube in June. High over the 
throng towered the yet unbent form of the venerable 
Suvaroff, who campaigned with Diebitch in 1828. 

The Emperor entered the cathedral, followed m single file by 
the male members of the Imperial family now in St. Potor.s- 
burg, and strode up the aisle with a truly noble port. Ho 
wore a splendid Hussar dress, with /ur pelisse dangling from 
the shonlder, and acknowledged with Imperial dignilw the 
obeisances paid him by all. The Metropolitan conducted in 
person the solemn funeral service before the tomb of 
Alexander, tbo Emperor standing or kneeling in tho open 
space in front of tJio Metropolitan, irith his family, the 
Court, 'and his officers behind him. Tho strains of tho 
bolemn requiem rose from tho serried tiers of tho choir. 
Whitc-bearded priests standing around tho tombs of tho 

' doad Emperors were risible through tho foliago of tho 
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jrove of exotic slirubs in wTiicli tlie marble monuments were 
embowered. 

A.S tbe pealing strains of tbe antbem wailed through the 
cathedral the Emperor took from one of his Ministers a 
commemorative medal struck for the occasion, and, ap- 
proaching • the tomb of Alexander, laid the medal upon it, 
among the floral wreaths and crosses which flushed the pale 
marble with their colours. At this moment all present knelt, 
with a lighted taper in every hand, and as the requiem hushed 
there rose the sonorous accents of the Metropolitan pronounc- 
ing the benediction. The Emperor visited in succession the 
tomb of each member of his race, bending and kissing the 
marble. He lingered a moment over the tomb of his first- 
born, the late Czarewitch, on which loving hands keep the 
flowers perpetually fresh ; and, with final, stately bows to the 
illustrious congregation, quitted the cathedral at noon. 

There was afterwards marshalled in the State apartments of 
the Winter Palace a magnificent gathering. Diamonds 
sparkled, and rich trains swept the parqnetted floors. All 
w^'ho had been present at the funeral service in the fortress 
cathedral had reunited in the Palace, and the presence of 
noble ladies added to the brilliancy of the spectacle. At a 
signal the Imperial procession set forth in stately march 
through the noble halls and galleries, lined by splendid 
soldiers, on its way to the chapel of the Palace, at the 
entrance to which their Majesties and the Imperial Family 
were received by the Metropolitan and his clergy. The 
procession having been marshalled into the chapel, a solemn 
Te Deum was celebrated, wdth a prayer for the Emperor and 
the Imperial Family, and prayers for the welfare of all 
Russia. The strains of the Te Deum ^veve accentuated by 
the thunder of a salute of lOI guns, fired fi’om the cannon 
of the fortress. 

* St. Petersburg, Christmas Dve . — I find candid Russians 
frankly confessing that they have no pretensions to any full 
understanding of their country, and their countrymen as a 
whole. , I find Britons who have lived long in Russia under 
conditions which ought, as it would seem, to have afforded 


230 


WAE CORRESPOJfDEXCE. 


tlicm some insight into the national character, hopelessly at 
variance one v'ith another in matters which lie on the very 
thresholil of a study of the subject. When I mention these 
things and state further that I have been in St. Petershnrg 
for a period of four days, if need not be regarded ns an 
evidence of any exceptional diffidence that I do not embark 
forthwith on a comprehensive analysis of the state of Russia, 
and the condition, characteristics, and idiosyncracies of her 
population hly time has chiefly been occupied in easting 
away as detrimental and erroneous previously conceived 
impressions, and there is bot one thing which I can venture 
to aver with any assurance — namely, that the Russian people 
and a Russian army or campaign arc two veiy dilTerent and 
opposite things. 

Data do not he about the surface in respect to opinions as they 
do elsewhere. Send » reasonably intelligent Russian into 
England to gather what its people think on any topic, or any 
senes of topics. Ho begins to absorb pabulum at Dover. 
He buys some three or four daily newspapers at Dover j ho 
reads their leading articles, and he finds that the conntiy is 
divided into certain parties, each party or section of party 
having fairly defined and specific views nnd convictioni?. Ho 
buys “ Dod,” and finds that the Commons House of Parlia- 
ment, representing the people, consists of so many so-called 
Conservatives and so many so-called Liberals. He gets a 
more or les.q accurate definition of Conservatism and 
Liberalism, and he finds that the snppoHcrs of tho doctrines 
embodied m eitlier designation inarch with tolerably whole- 
hearted loyalty under the respective banners. As ho travels 
in railway carriages he hears expressions of opinion evoked 
by pieces of information which aro communicated in tlio 
public journals. The cabman who drives him to his liotcl 
has settled opinions on a variety of tho topics of tho hour, 
based npon the fulness of information with ivganl to facts 
whicli is supplied to him in the newspaper which his Inst 
fare left behind him when ho quitted tho cab. I do not say 
that the intelligent Russian nrriring among us is nltogothcr 
likely to gather in tho course of a few days’ resitlmro an 
entirely comprehensive and altogether accurate acquaintuuco 
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•\vitli Britisli public opinion ; but it cannot bo denied tbat he 
udll find on every hand, and at every turn, opportunities 
■which are calculated to aid him in grasping at least some 
knowledge of the situation. 

In Russia, so far as my brief experience goes, there are to be 
found no such opportunities. If there be a public opinion 
it finds no means of expressing itself in concrete form. There 
is no Parliament and consequently no “ Dod.” There are no 
ne-wspapers in our sense of the term. Suppose the Emperor 
made a speech of a warlike tenor, and a Russian jonrnal were 
to combat the ntterances and adduce reasons and arguments 
why they are unsatisfactory, that newspaper Avonld be 
suspended, if not obliterated. There are thus no overt 
means of discovering to what extent and in what sense there 
exists what we conventionally icnow as an “ Opposition.” 
Indeed, such an “Opposition” as we are familiar with — 
any act, for instance, analogous in its principle to the hostile 
criticism of a Speech from the Throne — would be simply 
impossible in Russia, in the sense of impossibility which the 
penalties for high treason enforce. 

Again, I want to know, let it be assumed, what is the temper of 
Russia towards ■ England. This Russian tells me bluntly 
that he hates England down to the ground, and wants 
nothing so much as to see Russia and England at war. This 
other Russian owns to some regard for England, and has the 
idea that if Russia and England were to join hands, they 
might view with equanimity the machinations of the rest of 
creation. A third Russian gives you to discern that he has 
a most wholesome fear of England, and that he reluctantly 
regards her as at the present moment mistress of the 
situation. But no one of the three can claim that acquaintance 
■with expressed public opinion in England, indicating her 
leanings, her desires, her anxieties, that ought to constitute 
the proper material for his arriving at a reasonable con- 
clusion in regard to her. What 'we must technically call his 
newspapers furnish him with no information on such topics. 
If he can read English and desires to take in English journals 
with intent to study the subject, he finds that several of the 
journals that are essential to his object are wholly proscribed. 
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If in any paper Tvliich is permitted to enter tlie country 
anything occurs of which the censorship chooses to dis- 
approve, he gets his paper Tvith the passage obliterated by a 
splodge of black ink. His opinions then are rather pre- 
judices than opinions proper ; he is like a inan who forms 
ideas respecting the scenery of a district throngh which he 
is passing in the dark. 

Men speak their minds freely enough so far as actual speech is 
concerned. I found this to be the case in the army; it is at 
least eqnally so in such civilian society in the capital as I 
have had the opportunity of mingling in. But it is strangely 
noticeable that so many people confine themselves to assertion, 
and take no heed to the giving of reasons. Let me give an 
instance. A topic of disenssion, which is socially prominent 
for the moment, is whether the enthusiasm displayed on the 
occasion, of the Emperor’s arrival the other day was genuine, 
deep-hearted enthusiasm, or merely an ephemeral outburst 
of contagious excitement I find that a considerable number 
of those who are most dogmatic on either side of the question 
did not themselves witness the demonstration. There have 
been no adequate or detailed accounts of it in the St. 
Petersburg papers It follows that the dogmatizers have 
formed their conclusions on hearsay evidence, or have evolved 
them out of thoir internal consciousness. I have asked somo 
who take the non-genuine side the reasons for their belief. 

It is based, the reply is, on the fact that there never hoforo 
has been such a demonstration, and that genuine enthusiasm 
fervidly displayed is foreign to tho Bussian character. 

The subject is one which has real interest for Europe, 
although at first sight it seems local and insignificant. 
Tho Rn.ssian Emperor, it is true, is an nntoernt, and may 
act in every regard as ho pleases. But no antocrat, how- 
ever theoretically omnipotent, would net wisely or s-afcly 
in this age were he to go counter to the expressed will of 
his people — expressed in such manner as may bo open to 
that people. It appears to mo tli.at in tlio arrival of the 
Emperor and in tbo manner of las reception was virtually 
asked, and empbatically answered, the question of confidciico 
or want of confidence. Tlic people of the capital do not know 
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wliat may "be the future of the Imperial policy. Had they 
received him coldly the right reading ■would have been, as it 
seems to mCj that they disapproved of his past line of action, 
and were, therefore, apprehensive regarding the probable 
■wisdom of the j)olicy he miglit for the fixture pursue. In 
recehdng him -adtli glo'wing cordiality, rvith a fervid ■o'armth 
compared -svith mhich the welcome the Berliners gave their 
Emperor on his return from the Eranco- German ■war ■o'as chill, 
it seems to me that they in effect said, “ In the past you have 
done your best for us ; 'we knoa' you will do the same in the 
future ; we timst you blindfold.” 

But I am begging the question in assuming the fervid warmth 
of this reception. I venture on the assumption because I 
convinced myself by the most careful and dispassionate 
study. I have seen many displays of popular enthusiasm, 
but never have I ■witnessed a manifestation which impressed 
me so deeply as the scene in the Kasan Cathedral on Saturday 
last. It was no picked throng ; the Russians have not arrived 
at the artificiality of selected representation on such an occa- 
sion by the issue of tickets of admission. To the extent of 
its accommodation the cathedral was as free to the mujik 
as to the tchirio'rnik. As the Emperor walked up to the 
Iconostas, the clear alley in the centre of the cathedral was 
maintained after a fashion ; but the throng closed in behind, 
and the Czare'raa, who followed her Imperial father-in-law, 
became engulfed in the human whirlpool, and got lost 
altogether for the moment. When the Emperor set out on 
his return to the door the wildest confusion of enthusiasm 
had full sway. The few policemen could do nothing. 
General Trepoff, their chief, a small-sized man, who had 
been ushering the Emperor, was overwhelmed and whirled 
away clean out of sight. His people closed in around the 
Czar till he had no power to move. The great struggle was 
but to touch him, and the chaos of policemen, officers, shriek- 
ing women, and enthusiastic mupks swayed and heaved to 
and fro ; the Emperor in the centre, pale, his lips trembling 
with emotion, just as I have seen hi-m when his troops were 
cheering him on the battle-field, struggling for the possibility 
to stand and move forward, for he was lifted by the pressure 
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clean off his feet. By dint of main strength exerted by 
some officers a Tvay after a fashion was slowly made for him, 
Or rather, it may be said, that the densely pressed stmggling 
throng, with the helpless Emperor wedged in its heart, 
drifted gradually towards the door. As the fringe of the 
crowd brought up against the wall on either side the doors 
a serious catastrophe seemed imminent, for women were 
shrieking because of the terrible pressure, and the throng 
in its eagerness to struggle within touch of the Emperor 
had lost all restraint or regard for consequences. But 
ultimately his Slajesty waa extricated from what were 
literally the embraces of his enthusiastic subjects, and when 
he had once got outside, the tempest of the pressure abated 
witbin the building. 

Again, as he reached the door of the palace, and got out of his 
sleigh, the throng closed in on the terraced portico with 
irresistible impetuosity. All self-command was lost, lien 
threw their caps in the air, reckless of their non-recovciy, 
clambered on each other’s backs, struggled on to the balus- 
trades of the terrace. The carriage of the Ozarovna liad 
followed at some little distance the cortege which accom- 
panied the sleigh in which had travelled the Emporor and 
his son, the Grand Duke Sergins Hoiv her Highness, whoso 
sparkle aud brightness never deserted her in the turmoil in 
the cathedral, got out or was got out from that building, 

I cannot tell. I am certain that sho never conld have 
struggled in the wake of the Emperor to the main door by 
which he made his exit, and I believe slio must have loft by 
a side door, escaping the seething throng in which Czar and 
Metropolitan, generals and clergy, wore swayed alxmt like 
corks in a whirlpool. As her carriage approached the terrace, 
the populace utilized it as a coign of vantage. Men scraroMcd 
on the horses, the box, the roof, tho wheels ; progre-ss became 
utterly impossible. A batch of cadets and students who line<l 
tho foot of the terrace were equal to the occasion. They opened 
tho carriage door by dint of immemso exertion ; they lifted 
out the bright little lady, who was clearly in the intcnsc.st 
enjovment of an incident which must have been nnprocc- 
donted, and they passed her from hand to baud above their 
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lieads till slie was lifted over the l:)aliistradcs, and finally 
set dorni on tlie terrace in front of tlie door. Her lady in 
waiting, tlie Conntess Opraxin, followed licr mistress, trans- 
ported in the same mamier. 

There are some things in their ari'angemonts of which the 
Russians appear to do much better than do we, in others a 
degree of childishness is apparent which saj'S bnt little either 
for their discernment or enlightenment. Perhaps there 
were rather too few police in the Kasan Cathedral for the 
maintenance of order, but after all no harm was done, and 
if the place had been over-policed, a scene, the fervid signifi- 
cance of which none who saw it can ever forget, could not 
have occurred. Bnt the Russian police, in mrtue of letting 
peojile alone as much as possible, and acting on the belief 
that men are reasonable animals, and will help in keeping 
order and aiding arrangements if only treated rationally, con- 
trive to get through their work in a much more satisfactory 
and practical manner than our metropolitan gentlemen do, 
who on the occasion of any public ceremony regard it as 
their prime function to be as obstructive, impracticable, and 
unwilling to give and take as natural woodenness, with a 
superstructure of ofiicial bearishness, suggests to them 
harassing expedients. 

I saw the Emperor to-day quietly taking a solitary stroll along 
the quay, and accepting a petition from a peasant who knelt 
down in his pathway. Imagine the wild fussiness of our 
policemen should it occur to the Queen during a visit to 
Buckingham Palace to make a little promenade along the 
Mall to Marlborough House. Active and intelligent Police- 
constables A 1 and Z 4,004 would be down like a hundred 
of bricks on the audacious plebeian who should manifest 
symptoms of an anxiety to approach within a dozen yards 
of our royalty. What chance would a Bethnal Green coster- 
monger or a Bermondsey tanner have had of getting inside 
St. Paul’s Cathedral on the Thanksgiving Day for the 
recovery of the Prince of Wales. The Emperor to-day 
visited the Portress Cathedral for the centenary requiem 
service in memory of his grandfather, Alexander I., and all 
the notables of the capital were present at the ceremony. 
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rhe rouio laj over the Kicholas Bridge, and along the most 
traffic-freqnented thoroughfares of the island of Tassily 
Ostroff. Had the cerettiony been in England the bridge and 
the route -n'ould have been dosed for traffic for hours in 
advance. Here there vros no dosure at all. A couple of 
policemen outriders preceded some little distance the royal 
corf%e, and so the way was deared quite effectually, and 
without fussiness. The Emperor had barely left the cathedral 
when the common people, nbbody deterring them, were 
allowed to crowd in and see the pretty bowers of greenery in 
which the marble tombs had been embowered. They 
mingled among the officers en grand tenue with no sense 
on either side of incongruity, and if a peasant had a ques- 
tion to ask, he had no hesitation in putting it to the general 
next to him, and there was Just as little hesitation about the 
pleasantly civil reply. 

Jut the childishness of some actions is calculated to excite no 
little irritation. The other day I sent a telegram to the 
telegraph office 230 words long. Next evening I received a 
note stating that this telegram “had resolved itself into 
forfcy-nine words,” which was a smooth way of saying that 
the remainder had been cut out and not transmitted. I have 
not yet seen those exceptiomally fortunate forty-nine words 
in print, so I do not precisely know what they wore, but I 
in vam puzzled myself as to w'hat expressions in the message 
should have met with the disapproval of the censor. I had 
referred to the arrangements for the Emperor’s arrival on 
the follo^ving day, had stated that the report was current of 
his intention to pay a visit to the Army of the Caucasus, and 
had stated, while most Russians with whom I Itad spoken 
had expressed their anxiety for an hoaoarahle paicc, they 
professed themselves full of desire that the war should bo car- 
ried on and on, ratber than that any other than an honourable 
and advantageous peace should bo the issue. I could sco 
no harm in all this, so I next day visited the director of tho 
Telegraphic Sendco, and made a respectful bat energetic 
remonstrance. General Ludors ivaa charmingly polite, but 
accepted the full responsibility of tlio excision. Tlio chief 
offence of tho telegram -was tho mention of tho Caucasus 
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journey. It iniglit or might not ho the case that the intelli- 
gence I had i.ricd to transmit was correct, hut it was not 
desu-ahlc that it should he made public. 

How, all St. Pcter.shurg was talking of the design to make 
this journey ; of coiu'so no mention had heen made of it in 
the Russian journals ; hut it was discussed everywhere, from 
the salon to the vodki cellar. Anybody might write of it, of 
course, Avho chose. Gcnci*al Luders did not pretend that I 
could not have the information printed in England in two 
days hj' the simple expedient of posting a letter containing 
it to your Berlin CoiTCspondent, with a request to telegraph 
it on to England. It is extremely jirohahlc, indeed, that any 
intelligence on the subject I might have wished to send 
would have heen stale, by reason of its having been antici- 
pated by telegi’am from Roumania. Under such circum- 
stances, to excise the passage fi'om my telegram seemed 
a line of action similar to that adopted by the ostrich, when 
she sticks her head in the sand and fancies herself thus ' 
made in\’isible. 

Scarcely any of the members of the Emperor’s militaiy suite 
have returned vdth him from Bulgaria, and the entourage, 

I understand, remains virtually intact there, in anticipation 
of his speedy retium. There appears some doubt respecting 
the carrying out of the project of the Caucasus jouimey ; 
nor is any date definitely spoken of for his Majesty’s return to 
Bulgaria. There seems, indeed, some uncertainty as to 
whether he will return at all. Peace is hardly mentioned 
here, except in an abstract and quite unpractical sense ; but 
the meeting of Parliament at an earlier date than usual, and 
other events in England, are exciting much comment, and 
the belief seems all but universal that an important crisis is 
impending. 

St. Peteesbueg, December 2Qth . — There are a good many 
readings of the proverb that “ Heaven helps those who 
help themselves.” Cromwell rendered it with all his sen- 
tentious pithiness when he ordered his Ironsidefi at Dunbar 
to “ Trust in God and keep their powder dry.” Lord 
Palmerston treated to anotheri'version of it the Edinburgh 
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deputation -who asked him to appoint a national day of 
prayer for the mitigation of cholera, when he suggested 
the efficacy of prayer would be materially increased by 
strenuous exertions in cleansing their dirty Old Town. 
But perhaps Frederick the Great’s rendering was the most 
epigrammatic wlien he said that God was indeed the God of 
Battles, but that Ho was the God of Battalions also 
In this sense, it is very certain that the Russian arms ought to 
prosper mightily ; and in the same seme it must be obvious 
that, although Lord Beaconsfield once pronounced himself 
to be on the side of the angels, the likelihood could not he 
anticipated of reciprocal patronage on the part of Heaven. 
The Emperor Alexander left the other day a territory on 
which stood at least four distinct Russian armies, and ho to- 
day reviewed in the garrison of his capital another army 
than winch a smaller force has over and over again changed 
the fortunes of a momentous campaign. There stood on the 
Petersburg parade ground at noon to-day 20,000^.soldiers of 
as fine physique and as martial aspect as any army iu Europe 
can show. The Russian Guards are on the campaign, but the 
mere dep6ts which they have left behind sliowed on pamdo 
to-day a greater strength than that of our whole Aldershot 
Division. The cavalry on tho ground was numerically 
stronger than all our cavalry on homo servico put to- 
gether Yet it was but a mere section of the household 
cavalry, and there was not on the ground a single trooper of 
the line cavalry The Cnjmssier dinsion of the Guard has 
not gone out to the war, and the wintry sun, struggling 
through the gaunt branches of tho trees, glinted on the 
brazen breasts of the serried squadrons of tho niassivo 
Chevalier Garde Regiment, and on tho brazen eaclos which 
croAvn the helmets of the ponderous horsemen of the Ganlo 
Cheval Regiment. But aught else of Guartl cavaliy on tho 
field to-day was but fragments of regiments whoso service 
squadrons are now echeloned from tho Danube to tho Balkans. 
The artilleiy of tho Guard three months ago defiled through 
the streets of Bucharest on its wuyto the bridge at Sinmttra. 
Yet here to-day were several hatteries of Guard Artillery — 
mere reserves, indeed, hut with a greater number of guns 
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"beliind tlie long t.raccs tlian tlie ^vl^olc avt.illoiy of the SerAnan 
army can shoAV. The garrison of thccapiial is snpplemcntcd 
by a division of the lino, the men composing -wliich seem lo 
be more or less picked men. 

A country •with a pojmlation so huge as that of Russia, and in 
■which the power of drawing that population into the army 
is virtually uidimitcd, can feel no serious exhaustion from 
the necessity of replacing the casnalties which have as yet 
occurred in her armies in the field. In the gloomiest view, 
she can be but little strained as yet in this respect, so far as 
the I'aw human material is concerned. In the transition 
state of the Russian army, it is not to be expected that it can 
furnish such a splendid second line force as Prussia in 1870-1 
was able to do Avhen her divisions .of A^cteran landwehr men 
showed the young.sters of the line how old soldiers can fight, 
in the deadly combat of Maizieres-les-^Ietz, and on the snoAV- 
clad slopes of Montrotout. But all the stahvart manhood of 
Russia constitutes the reserve for the Russian armies. It is 
surprising Avhat good cannon-fodder the greenest soldiers 
make, if only they are not massed in regiments by tliem- 
seRes, but incorporated into the ranks in Avhich older soldiers 
stand. During the Crimean War we despatched, even to 
our cavahy regiments in the field, lads Avho had been civilians 
six weeks before they were hustled on board the transports. 
I believe infantry men quitted our shores before they had 
worn uniform for a fortnight. Yet no man can say that 
these Johnny Ruavs failed us in the hour of need. But the 
Russians have in no Avise reached that pass as yet that they 
need hurry raw, untrained levies doAAm to the reg’iments 
which are confronting the enemy. They can and do take 
drafts for the field regiments — not to the depletion of the 
reserve battalions of these regiments — ^but from the divisions 
which remain at home. 

Let me give an example. The nominal infantry strength of 
- the G-ovemment of Wilna is tAVO divisions, the headquarters 
of one being at Wilna, the headquarters of the other at 
Bielostok. The Wilna Division was called out to form part 
of the army of operation, and is now in Bulgaria. The 
Bielostok Division stood fast within the region over which 



240 


WAn COERESPOJfDBKCE. 


tho Grovornor of Wilna presides. Probably it Tvas attenuated 
by drafts taken for the service division, bnt the gaps were 
filled np by indents on the civilian reserve at disposition. 
Thus to-day tbe Bielostok Division stands at its full strength. 
Suppose there has been a desperate battle in Bnlgaria, and 
that one-third of the strength of the sister dhisha has been 
placed hors de combat It becomes necessary to fill np tbe 
gaps in the ranks left by tbe losses. This is not done by 
making a clean sweep of the recraits in tbe dep6t battalions 
of the raiments of that division. Men only who have under- 
gone some considerable training are drawn from these, and 
the complement of the drafts is made np of trained soldiers 
taken from the regiments of tbe sister division — the Bielostok 
Division which has been at home all the time. This opera- 
tion explains the observation made recently by correspon- 
dents with tho army in the field, that battalions, which had 
received reinforcements to compensate for losses, now show 
a strange variety in the figures on the caps which indicate 
the number of the regiment to which each man belongs. 

N’o doubt owing to tho concentration of its population on 
ngnonltural pursuits, and to tho sparsenoss of its population 
in proportion to its vast area> Russia must feel tho strain of 
tho losses in war, and of the resnltant measures for their 
compensation, much sooner than would a country in which 
the conditions are different Bat I find no evidence that she 
is as yet severely suffering from a tendency to depletion. 
After the Servian war had lasted three months, there was 
not a public vehicle in the streets of Belgrade, because every 
coacbman had been drafted into tho array. To-dny, in St. 
Petersburg there is a sleigh and its istvostchik to about every 
fifty persons of the gross population of tho capital. Tiio 
extent of tho drain may bo roughly put into figures. Tho 
total iNuthdrawal from civilian avocations for military 
purposes — that is to say, tho total number now so actually 
withdrawn — may he set down at one million persons, and this 
is a high estimate. It includes soldiers in the field, both in 
Europe and Asia, reserves actually under arms, garrison®, 
military labourers under militaiy law, Ac., as well ns lo.‘^<c.s 
up to tbe present date. Tho total male population of Ilussia 
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is OTcr foriy niillions. It may lie reckoned tliai one mule in 
fonv is pliTsically capable of bearing arms. The ^vitbdra^^'al 
for -vvar pnrposcs from tbc sections of population available is 
tbereforc about one man in every icn, a proportion •\vluclican 
scarcely be reckoned to border upon depiction. 

It may safely be held tlvcn tbat Russia could afi'ord, so far as 
tbc r'avr material of figliting men goes, to continue a bloody 
var for some time to come witbout finding bcrsclf .sutTcring 
from cxbaustion. Why, betAveen December, 1806, and 
Rebruai'y, 1807, tbc Raissian losses in battle, out of a popula- 
tion not one-tentb so large as tbc present population of 
Russia, ■were Avitbin a fev' ibousands of tbe losses sbe bas 
suffered as Avell in Asia as in Europe froin tbe beginning of 
tbe Avar to tbe smu’cnder of PleAma. In one battle, on the 
fell day of Borodino, Russia gaA’e to the demon of Avar onc- 
balf as lieaA’y a tribute as she has paid since she dreAv the 
SAVord in April up to tbe present hour. But Avar is not made 
by dint alone of stoAit and plentiful soldiers. In the old days 
they reckoned for more than they can be reckoned noAv, and 
it mattered less to Kutosoff, as be gazed on the melee in AA-hich 
bis stubborn serfs struggled hand to hand Avitb the grenadires 
of Rey and tbe keen-SAvorded cuirassiers of Caulaincourt, 
that bis army Avas exceptionally undei’-officered, than it did 
to Scbaboff.skoy as from tbe heights of RadisoA'O he AA'atcbed 
bis under-officered battalions of gallant inexpert lads meeting 
death Antb hopeless indomitable A'alour for AA'ant of leaders 
to sliOAV them AA'hat to do. The conditions of A\'ar haA^e 
changed since tbe fate of battle AvaA’-ed to and fi’o on the snoAV 
on AAffiicb fell tbe sbadoAA' of tbe fir-trees of Eylau. A larger 
proportion of officers to men are noAV needed than ever Avere 
before resumed ; and this is time, even in the face of the 
fact tbat six months’ fighting and campaigrdng have changed 
tbe raAV levies of midsummer into tbe veterans of AAdnter. 

A soldier, in tbe nature of things, is more easily made than an 
officer, but the officer noAV takes longer time to make than 
ever be did before. Tbe weakness of tbe Russian armies is 
not now, and aaIII not be for a long time, however strenuously 
tbe war endures, in men ; but its AA’-eakness in officers, always 
a serious drag on its efficiency, is more noticeable than ever 
VOL. II. . K 
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before, and tlie evil mnst grow in aggravation in proportion 
to tbe prolongation of active warfare. There were too few 
officers at first, and throughout the Sghting they have died 
with gallant, reckless freedom. There are plenty of men 
forthcoming for the Bielostok Division, which I cited above ; 
but the officers of it are sparse in the extreme 
On parade to-day there w’as not a sqnadron or a company that 
was not nnder-officered. There is an actual momentous and 
dangerous depletion of the officerhood of the Russian army. 
The seriousness of the evil has been apparent in combatinf^ 
with the Tnrks, whose strong point certainly does not He in 
officers. In taking into account the contingency of hostile 
relations with any Power whose soldiers might have enjoyed 
training in the tactics of modem warfare, and whose officers 
might he skilled in their application, it could not well bo but 
that the scantiness of officers in the armies of Russia should 
occasion solicitude. Nor could such solicitude find mitigating 
circumstances in the existence of a large body of trained and 
seasoned non-commissioned officers to be relied on in emergen- 
cies. It IS not easy to discern in what material respect the 
Russian non-commissioned officers differ from the Russian 
private. He has, of course, all the virtues of the latter, and 
they are neither few nor unimportant 5 ho shares tho cha- 
ractensties in an equal degree, of which, jf he wero quit, tho 
Russian linesman would be the perfection of a soldior. Yon 
cannot make an efficient non-commi.'isioncd officer by having 
recourse to the simple expedient of stitching stripes on his 
arm or a slip of gold braiding round his collar. 

The financial condition and prospects of Russia may bo such as 
to occasion more solicitude to her authorities in relation to 
the expediency of prolonged warfare than is to bo causeil by 
any purely military consideration ; but this is a subject of 
which I cannot treat because of my ignornneo of it. I do not 
know tbat the problem has ever been practically worked out, 
whether it bo a worse predicament for a State engaged in 
warfare to have plenty of money but no men, or plenty of men 
and no money. Tlie Turks have gone a long way to jirovo 
tbat it is possible to make a good fight where tho men esid, 
although the money-bags are to all nppoamneo empty; lut 
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lie figliting possibilities of the converse phase remain unde- 
fined. To the superficial observer, it' may be observed, 
Russia shows no symptoms of impeconiosity, at all events in 
her capital. All classes seem to thrive in contentment, and 
there are no beggars. But perhaps General Trepofi: forbids 
street begging, and if sO I am not surprised at the non- 
appearance of it, for the Colonel Henderson of St. Petersburg 
is not the kind of man to-be trifled with. 

Dhe ill-feeling against England is intensifying, owing probably 
to the disquietude which is obviously being caused by doubt 
as to the course which England may take. There is to a 
Briton a certain sense of satisfaction in the discernment of 
this disquietude. Ho doubt all Britons would prefer that 
their country were, the object of universal and [ardent love; 
but in default of this, the feeling is natural, even if it be 
a human weakness, that it is infinitely pleasanter to our 
national self-love to be disliked than to be despised or 
ignored. “ Praise me or pitch into me,” I once heard an 
artist say to a critic ; “I don’t much mind which way it is, 
but don’t, please, omit to notice me.” Of the official world 
of St. Petersburg I have little conversance, but the following 
may be accepted as one of the most recent utterances 
emanating from the Eoreign Office in regard to England, “ If 
it wants war it will have to declare it ; if it wants peace, it 
•v^dll have to wait for it.” 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CONSTANTINOPLE, TKE DANUBE, AND THE BLACK SEA. 

ESects of the Fall of Plerna oa Opinion in Turkey.— Turkish Views of the 
Situation. — Expectation of English Intervention. — Increased Desiro for 
Peace. — Exhaustion of Turkish Eesources. — Unpopularity of the Proposal 
to enrol Christians. — Assembling of the Turkish ParliameaL — Failure of 
the New Constitution. — Proceedings of the New Legislature. — Rnmonred 
Eecall of Midhat Pacha. — Arrest of Jewish Bankers. — Depreciation of the 
Turkish Currency. — The Blockade of the Bnssian Black Sea Ports — Iirega- 
larities in its Enforcement.— illeged Illegal Arrest of Foreign Vessels. — 
Knstchuk and Giurgevo.— Condition of the Village of Slohosia.— The 
Eussian Batteries. — ExceUencoof Turkish Earthworks —Bombardment of 
Eustehuk. — Turkish Outposts Froten.— The Danube Pontoon Bridges.— 
The Question of Transport and Supplies. — A Thaw.— Affairs in the Crimea. 
—Naval Operations in the Blsck — Capture of a Turkish Troopship.- 

A Cruise in the Euxiae.— Odessa. — Carelessness of the Blockading Force. 

Before proceeding tTitli the narrative of the various passages 
of the Balkans and tho invasion of Roumclia hy the Russians, 
it ^11 be convenient to take a glance at the state of afTaira in 
Constantinople, and on tho Danube, and to introduce some 
1 etters desenptive of the later naval operations in the Black 
Sea. 


Constantinople, December 26M. — ^Tlio fall of Plevna for the- 
moment had a remarkable effect upon tho Turki-ili population. 
The ncTVS leaked out from the embassies, and although it has 
not oven yet been oflicially published by the Government, tlio 
Turkish newspapers soon gave tho fact publicity. Tho 
majority among the Turks had I believe come to tho conclu- 
sion that the situation >vas almost desperato, that they conhl 
not compote with Russia without help, and that no lielp was 
likely to be afforded them. Hence tho blow at Plevna stun- 
ned them. They bclievod it to be the beginning of tho 
end. 
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'he •v^'isest, too, among the Tui’ks have, I believe, come to see 
that the longer the war lasts the worse are the terms Avhich 
Hnssia is likely to exact. The progi’amme of the Conference, 
whittled down by the friends of the Tui’kish Covcrnment 
until it might be made acceptable to Turkey, and until, 
indeed, the proposals contained in it seemed hardly worth 
accepting or rejecting, was nevertheless rejected. A Turk 
who wishes for peace may well doubt, or, indeed, may have 
no doubt that a mistake was made in rejecting them. The 
terms which are ofEered now are hard, assuming that those 
contained in the newspapers as emanating from Russia are 

, what she demands. The loss of Bulgaria, of Bosnia, and 
Herzegovina, of a portion of Ai-menia, is the infliction of a 
terrible penalty upon Turkey, and one which the Turks are 
natui'ally un nailing to pay if any way can be found of avoids 
ing it. But the question was, and to some extent is, can the 
penalties be increased in case of fui-ther defeat ? 

And then there comes the possibility of the loss of 
Thessaly, of Epirus, of Crete, and even of Constantinople 
itself. In the interest of their country the more thoughtful 
among the Turks might well ask that something should be 
done to bring about a settlement at once. Such is the view 
that I know to have been taken by some men of this class. 
Even in the Tui’kish newspapers writers have said as much. 
I telegi’aphed the statement of one of them, that it was not 
to be supposed that a nation of 16,000,000 could compete 
with one of 75,000,000. 

There was just one chance left, that some other Power should 
come to their assistance. The country to which they have 
always looked has of course been England. But since the decla- 
ration of LordDerby, given in reply to the Reputation headed by 
Lord Stratheden and Campbell, the hope that England would 
intervene had greatly lessened — ^had, hr fact, almost dis- 
appeared. The deputation and the reply were the wettest 
blanket which has yet been applied to Turkish hopes of 
assistance from England. The leader of the deputation is 
comparatively well knovoi out here, and is known not to be 
likely to have an overwhelming influence on English or other 
politics. The Turks sought to obtain information about his 
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following, but eveiy Englishman was bound to admit that he 
knew nothing about them. The words, however, of Lord 
Derby w’ere published in most, probably in all, the local 
newspapers, and the last shred of hope of interference 
vanished. The one hope which the Turks had left was in 
their own arms and their own valour. The disaster at Plevna 
showed them that this had failed ; while, in a kind of blind 
despair, they spoke of fighting to the last cartridge, they yet 
spoke of mediation, and trusted to the friendly offices of the 
Powers to obtain terms for them. 

I have hitherto spoken in the past tense, and have done so 
intentionally, because what I have attempted to describe was, 
rather than is, the feeling among the Turks. Now, again, 
there has sprang np among them the hope of English inter- 
ference. It is whispered about that the Turks have been 
told to hold out at any cost, to refuse any terms which 
Russia may offer, above all to refuse to make tho concession 
which shall allow the ships of war belonging to Russia or to 
any other Power to pass the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles ; 
for that then England will assuredly come to their help I 
know nothing of the origin of this rumour, though it is con. 
fidently stated to have arisen from representations made by 
Mr. Layard. 

I know enough of the place also to recognize that, tho wish 
being father to the thought, it is quite possible that tho state, 
ment is a pure invention so far ns Jlr. Layard’s name is 

♦ connected with it. But the statement and tho belief in its 
truth is widespread, and is in every way simply and purely 
mischievous unless it is true. Hit be true, the English people 
noil proKalily know tlie fact some days before this letter can 
reach England, and I, of course, have nothing moro to say on 
it. But if it bo not true, it is desirable that tho Turks shonUI 
he rid of tho illusion. In fairness and justice to tho Turks 
themselves, these false hopes should bo destroyed. 

I have at various times had to point out how tlio action of the 
English Government had misled tho Turks; how the refusal 
to accept the Berlin Jlcmorandum, tho soncUng of the Fh’ot 
to Bo.sika Bay nud its continunneo there, tho speeches of 
Lord Bcacousficld, and tho refusal to maintain the Earoj>cau 
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concert on tlie rejection of tlie terms at tire Conference, liave 
naturally led tlie Turks to believe tbat -vve sliould kelp 
tbem. The Turks maintain — and not altogether -vvitbout 
reason — tbat they have just cause of complaint against tbe 
English Government for having deluded them -with false 
hopes. We are, therefore, bound as a nation not to allow them 
any longer to be deluded unless we intend to help them. 
They have arrived now at a crisis in the war, and if England 
sees no reason to change her policy of neutrality, the wisest 
advice to give the Turks is, those who are urging them to 
continue the war are luring them on to their destruction. 
At any rate they have the right to know, once for all, that 
they need not expect any help from England, and that, all 
rumours and statements notwithstanding from people profess- 
ing to have information, we mean to be neutral. 

The desire for peace among all classes has now become very 
strong. The feeling among the Turks is that they have 
shown Europe that they can still fight well, but that they can- 
not be expected to do more unless they have foreign aid. The 
terms which they may obtain now need not include the loss 
of Thessaly and Epirus, while, if the war continues, these 
provinces 'will probably be lost also. Their resources in men 
and money have been poured out lavishly, but the cost in 
both has been immense. The drain in money vdll take them 
years to recover. The drain in men can never be recovered, 
hloreover, the Turks at least do not lose sight of the question, 
that the struggle is not one between Russia and Turkey only, 
but primarily one between the Jiloslem and the Christian 
inhabitants of the Empire. The natural course of events 
was bringing about every year a marked diminution of the 
numbers of the first as compared with those of the second. 
Every soldier who falls on the Turkish side increases the 
disproportion. Poverty is increasing everywhere, and the 
events of the last two months have made resistance next to 
hopeless. Unless, .therefore, there should bo a pi'omise of 
external aid, I do not believe that the Government will 
determine to continue a war ■which, the longer it lasts, will 
exact from the vanquished the woi’se terms. 

The silly proposal to employ Christians, or rather to make 
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Europe believe that because a few iniglifc be enrolled in Con- 
stantinople, any considerable force would be brought into the 
field against Russia, still continues to occupy attention. As 
I explained in a telegram, the Ghreeks are divided upon the 
question. Upon the assurance that the proposal was to arm 
the Greek Christians solely for the purpose of preserving 
order in the districts in which they should been rolled, the 
Greek Patriarch accepted it. 

On Sunday last the Encyclical of the Patriarch was appointed 
to be I’ead in all the Greek churches of the capital. In Pera, 
where the congregations are wealthy, the reading passed off 
Tft’ithout any distnrhance. In Stambonl, on the contrary, 
there was hardly a church where the reading did not call forth 
signs of disapproval. In three the docnment was tom out of 
the hands of the priest ; in others there wore cnes in oppo. 
sition I venture to predict that if the war should shortly 
come to an end the proposal will be altogether dropped, unless 
the European Powers urge that it should be accepted ; and 
in time of peace I think it probable that neither the Greeks 
nor Armenians would object to a proposal to arm them in 
proportion to their numbers and to give tliem Christian 
officers, but would rather be delighted at the chance. If the 
war should go on there null probably bo a decree allowing 
substitutes, and the wealthy Christians will bo made to con. 
tribute money to the Government. Tlie employment of 
Christians m the army was one of the most important and 
valuable reforms promised in the Haiti Humayoun In the 
decree promulgated by Abdol Aziz two years ago the con- 
cession was again granted, and thero was yet time to havo 
carried it into effect, Rot a step, however, was over taken 
to give effect to the promise, and of course tlio Christian'^ 
object to being c.alled upon to servo when Turkish rccnilfs 
have failed, when they have no officers, and therefore no 
security that they will not bo mixed in small numbers with 
iNIoslems, and when the reform is only to bo carried out uhen 
the enemy of the Turks is threatening the gates. 

: C0VSTAXTINOPI.F, January 4/A. — Once more the Cliamlior of 
Deputies has been called together. At the conclusion of its first 
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session I mentioned tliat it liad sliown evidence that it might 
become an important element in the State. Many of the 
members had spoken out boldly against the abuses which 
existed in the places they represented. Moslem and 
Christian alike complained of the bad government which 
afflicted all classes of the community, and of the centrali- 
zation which sacrificed the provinces to support the oligarchy 
of Pachas in Constantinople. It was found that without 
entering upon the special grievances of the Christians there 
was an abundant crop which injured alike Mohammedans 
and Christians. 

Towards the end of the session the Christian members, 
emboldened by the courage with which the Moslems spoke, 
complained of the injustice with which they were treated, and 
one member in particular dared to state what the Kui’ds had 
been doing to the Christians in Ai-menia. The great defect 
of the new Parliament was, however, that it was absolutely 
powerless. The Pachas were perfectly willing to let the 
members say what they liked, on condition that the members 
would allow the Pachas to do what they liked. For the 
purpose of finding out what a number of men belonging to 
various parts of the Empire thought about the Government, 
the Chamber was of use. For the practical purposes of 
legislation it was useless. Many resolutions were adopted, 
but, as Midhat Pacha has pointed out, nothing whatever has 
been done to give them the force of law. 

In one respect, indeed, and in this respect only, the Turkish 
Parliament has been and is an unmitigated nuisance. When- 
ever a Minister during the last few months has wished to get 
rid of responsibility, his plea has always been that now there 
is a Chamber everything must be brought before it. In 
administration the Government of Turkey has often been 
described as a weak despotism, and this reputation has been 
gained to a considerable extent by the extreme difficulty in 
finding a responsible person. One department shifts the 
burden of responsibility upon another. The other refers it 
to somebody else, and suitors of every kind find difficulty in 
getting hold of anybody who will take the trouble to hold 
himself responsible. There are no permanent heads of 
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departmenfa, and the whims of the Palace have so often 
changed the various llinisters, and rendered the future of 
office BO uncertain, that each Minister is unwilliug either to 
put himself out of the way to do anything or to accept 
responsibility. 

The result is that for years past one of the standing complaints 
against the Government has been that it is difficult to get any- 
thing done. There is probably not an Ambassador here whoso 
work would not be lessened by three-fourths if the depart- 
ments of the Government could be made to accept responsi- 
bility as similar departments do in Western Europe. The 
matter, however, has become worse since the establishment 
of the Constitution. When a Turkish Jfinistcr is now 
pressed by an Ambassador, his answer is that the matter 
must he referred to the Chamber, or that the Constitution 
forbids him to decide inthout sending it before the Council 
of State. While, therefore, on the one hand, the Chamber 
is not allowed to advance any matter by legislation, it is 
made a plea for delay on the other. 

rhe Parliament will probably assist the Ministers by ridding 
them of the responsibility of accepting terms of peace. 
There are, of course, a number of Pachas w’ho are out, wlio 
will be ready to make as much capital as possible out of the 
acceptance of the terms which may bo obtained from Pnpsia. 
Those who are in know this, and will equally, of course, bo 
glad to have the burden of responsibility put upon the 
shoulders of the Chamber. 

Che first business of the now Parliament was to elect its Presi- 
dent. Last session Achmet Vevik Pacha was tho President. 
Subsequently he wa^ made Governor of Adrianoplc, but a 
few weeks ago was dismissed. It is generally bcliored that 
the Goverment is very desirous to keep him out of the 
Chamber. He was himself unwilling to bo re-elected ns 
President, and addressed a letter to tlio Slaml/oul in which 
he stated that he did not wish to hold that position. Ho did, 
however, wish to bo a deputy, and whatever his faults may 
bo there is no doubt that ho avoold make a verj' useful 
deputy. He is probably tho most learned Turk liring; and 
though his ability is not nearly so great ns he himself oti- 
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mates it, yet lie could often give useful adiice and add light 
to questions undei' discussion. He was nominated in several 
jilaces, hut nowhere elected, and his non-election is attributed 
to the opposition, if not to the direct orders or manipulation, 
of the G-overnment. The Chamber selected three nominees 
for the President’s chair, and out of these the Sultan chose 
Hassan Pechmi EfEendi. Hassan has hitherto acted as a 
Turkish advocate. At one time he was a judge in the courts 
for the trial of commercial cases, but resigned his position, 
probably because he could not afford to retain it. He is an 
able and, I believe, altogether honest man, one who belongs to 
the very salt of his race, and who showed by his conduct 
last session that he is among the few who are willing to 
make the concessions which justice requires for grB,nting 
equality to the Christian races, and to urge on the reforms 
which are needed to lift the country out of the depths of its 
commercial stagnation. 

The Chamber has been occupied up to yesterday in discussing 
the answer to the Speech by the Sultan. To judge by the 
three days’ debates which have taken place, the present House 
is not likely to be less tractable than the last. The five 
bureaux or committees of the House were not at all disposed 
to make the answer a mere echo of the Speech. On Tuesday 
the House divided on the question of the wording of a 
passage expressing disapprobation of the conduct of political 
and military affairs by the Cabinet. Sadyk Pacha produced 
the draft of a new answer which was taken to come from 
the Ministers, but this was rejected, and forty-one members 
voted for, and forty against, the obnoxious phrase censuring 
the Cabinet. Again, an attempt was made to get the 
obnoxious phrase altered, but the attempt was met by 
another modification on the part of the Opposition which, 
instead of the Cabinet, condemned “ those who hold the 
Executive Power.” The passage thus made more compre- 
hensive, and expressing the opinion that the military and 
political situation of the country would have been different if 
it had been more wisely dealt vdth by those who hold the 
Executive Power, was then carried by a majority of twenty- 
four votes, the numbers being fifty-six against thirty-two. 
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It is said tliat this majority was obtained in consequence of a 
rumour which was ividely spread for a day or two that 
ilidhat would he recalled. There can he no doubt that this 
ex-Grand Vizier has still a considerable number of followers 
in Constantinople, and that the belief is held by not a few 
that he will be recalled. I do not giro this as my own 
opinion, because, remembering the circumstances under 
which be was banished, I am inclined to doubt whetlier his 
return would not be regarded as dangerons to too many of 
those now in power, but the existence of the desire to see 
him recalled by a good many of the Young Turkey party is 
a fact to he taken note of. 

At the sitting held yesterday, when the Address was again 
taken into consideration, there was, if anything, a heighten, 
ing of the tone of the Opposition, notwithstanding all the 
means which had been brought into play in the interval to 
provoke a reaction in favour of the ^Ministry. In reply to 
the stereotyped argument equivalent to ilr. Lincoln’s phrase 
of swopping horses while crossing a stream, several deputies, 
and especially the representative of Boyront — the late 
secretary of several Grand Viziers — whom I have already 
mentioned, rejoined that that was a worn-out excuse, as the 
country had always been in difficulties, and that consequently 
there had always been a pretext for putting off reforms, and 
probably always would be. One of the sorest points raised 
during the discussion which W'as somewhat wild, tending, as 
the President judiciously remarked, to wander into a dis- 
cussion of measures to bo taken rather than of tlio terms of 
the Address in reply, was in conseqncnco of an obsenntion 
•wnth regard to a demand for a certain sum in caimo or paper 
money, and a suggestion as to the advisability of verifying 
the employment of the 15,000,000 of caimes already issued. 
The ilinistor of Finance mil have to appear before the 
Chamber to answer this question. lie is not the only 
member of the Government who is already subject to an 
interpellation, the Minister of Marino at the prc.sent moment, 
Said Pacha, ferik of the palace, 1>eing obliged to give cxj*!."*- 
nations as to how it happened that the Mersina, with tlm 
much A-anntcd blockade and ironclad fleet of the Black Sw, 
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fell so quietly into ilio liauds of ilic Enssinus witli over 700 
troops ou board. 

Six of tbe seven .Tewisb bmikcv.s, Avbo were arrested on tbc 
gi'ound of specnlating in caiines, and who were released 
through the influence of ]\lr. Zarifi, were sent for, and after 
beinir subiocted to an intcrrogjiiiou, were scnf.enced, without 
appearing before any tribunal, or even a court ninvtial, which 
is supreme during a state of siege, to six months’ imprison- 
ment and £50 fine. At the same time an order lias been 
given that the same penalty will be inflicted on any moncy- 
chancrer engaged in purchasing caimes in advance. The 
Saraffs, or money-changers, talk at the present moment of 
shutting up their .shops, having the double fear of back- 
sbeeshing the agents of the police on the one hand, and of 
police denunciations on the other. 1'hc Jewish monej'- 
changers, who arc mostly honest though poor men, are likely 
to have a lively time. The Government is convinced that it 
can regulate the price of its cxirrcncy, and that it is the Jews 
and other money-changers who do all the mischief and make 
the price of the 1.00 piastre note oscillate, as it did yesterday, 
between 230 and 260 in six houi’S. 

The letter below relates to the question of the blockade of 
the Black Sea Ports, and the way in Avhichthe Turkish mode of 
conducting it affected the rights and obligations of the neutral 
Powers : — 

: : CoxsTAXTixoPLE, I>ece?/i5er. — The question of the efficiency, and, 
therefore, of the legal existence, of the Turkish blockade is one 
which must, sooner or later, come before the English public. 
The facts necessary for the formation of an opinion on it arc 
these. At the beginning of the war the Turkish Govern- 
ment issued an official notification stating that the whole 
line of the Eussian coast on the Black Sea was to be 
blockaded, and that the blockade would be maintained by 
an Ottoman fleet in sufficient force. A proposal was made 
to station a vessel in the Bosphorus, hut the representatives 
of the Powers, with Mr. Layard at their head, refused to 
allow any such violation of the treaties by which the waters 
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of tlio Bospljorus are made neutral. For some time no 
vessels attempted to mn the MoeVade. Obvionslj it "was a 
great risk for any vessel to do so, because three miles from 
the Black Sea end of the Bospho^ns, the Ottoman Govern- 
ment could station a vessel or t^vo, and count almost -with 
certainty on a capture. Presently, however, as I reported 
in your columns several weeks ago, it got whispered about 
that vessels had come in from the Black Sea without molest- 
ation, and though it was perfectly known in Constantinople 
that they had come from Russian ports, they were allowed 
to pass through to their respective destinations It was 
openly stated at the time that permission was given to these 
vessels by the Ottoman authorities, and I believe there can 
he no reasonable doubt whatever of the fact. In at least 
one case, which was brought under my own knowledge, a 
vessel left here avowedly with permission to go to Russia, 
and returned without hindrance. How many more went I 
am unable to say. It began, indeed, to be considered ns 
quite a regular and permitted traffic. Probably backsheesh 
had to go somewhere, but that was nobody’s business except 
of tbe givers and receivers. 

A Prize Court was instituted, and ruled in all the cases brought 
before it until the 17lh of November, that if a TOS. 10 I had 
escaped the line of the blockading sqiiadron she could not 
be captured. It is no secret, indeed, that the legal advisers 
of the Porto were of this opinion. They held with certain, 
though by no means irith all, of tho Continental autlioritics 
on tho law of blockade, that tlio Imo of tho blockading 
squadron once broken through, tbero was no right to capture 
a blockade runner during tho farther continuance of the 
voyage, or, at least, unless tho chaso had been licgun and was 
continned till capture. Suddenly, however, a change nas 
made in the opinion of tho Prizo Court, and tho cnriou.s part 
about it isthat the change wnscxactly contempomneons with 
certain representations made to tho Porto by Jfr. Layard. 

Tho truth is, that when everybody in Constantinople know 
that vessels were allowed to como from Russia, Italians, Oor- 
mans, and others began to ask why they shonld not bo aflowod 
to bring away somo of tho grain of Russia. Moreover, their 
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amljapsadors agreed Aviih tlioir view of the case, and o])enly 
stated that in their view the Idochadc ought to he considered 
as null. Isnll, either bceanse it was not cffectivo, or hecansc 
privileges were given to certain vessels and not to others. 
If the Tnrlcs could sioj) ingress or cgi'css to Knssian ports and 
would not, then the rule which international law lays doAvn 
that a hloelcadc which is not a])plied equally to all is illegal. 
If the Turhs, on the other hand, could not stop ingress and 
egress, then the blockade Avas ineffective, and bj' the fourth 
aT’ticle of the Declaration of Paris was illegal. 

Representations of this kind Avorc, I bcHoA'o, made to !Mr. 
Layard. Ro one among the re])rosontativcs of foreign 
PoAvers had the ojjportunitA' of knoAving so avcII as he 
that vessels Avere leaving Russian ]iorts for Ihirkey and 
elscAA'hcre, because, by an nia'angement betAveen ICngland 
and Turkey, our Government takes charge in Russia of 
the interest of Tihirkish subjects during the Avai*, just as in 
Constantinople the German Government protects the inte- 
rests of Russian subjects. Accordingly many, pcrha])s most 
of these vessels, Avould haA-e to get their papers in Russian 
ports from the English consul. Representations, as I have 
said, Avere made to Mr. Layard, and he, in return, made 
representations to the Porte, and A’cry properly protested 
against AA'hat could only be regarded as either an inelfcctual 
or a not impartial blockade. These representations exactly 
coincide Avith a cliange in vieAv in the ruling of the Piuze 
Court. 

On the 17th of last month, a vessel which had been aiTCsted 
in the Bosphorus AA^as condemned as a blockade runner, and 
avowedly oh the gi’ound that the Court had noAV adopted the 
English and American view, the reading of international law 
supported by Lushington and Wheaton : that the blockading 
squadron has the right to arrest a blockade runner until she 
has completed her voyage. The consternation which this 
decision caused among a large class of merchants in the 
place, who had CAudently made up their minds that the 
Government intended, for a consideration, to allow blockade 
running, was very great. That the Court was right accord- 
ing to English law there can, I believe, be no doubt. But 
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there were other considerations wliicTi the Court overlooked, 
hut which the representatives of the nations to which tho 
arrested ships belong will not overlook. 

A considerable number of vessels, nearly thirty I believe, have 
since been arrested at anchor in the Bosphorus. Tho Em- 
bassies are at present much occupied by the course which 
they will adopt ; but I think it probable that the Italian and 
the Greek will distinctly protest against the arrests as illegal. 
I believe that no vessel nnder the British flag has even 
endeavoured to run the blockade, although some of tho 
cargoes under the flags of Greece and Italy belong to 
British subjects. Count Corti, the Italian llinister, onght 
to be, and is probably, one of tbe first of living authorities 
on the question of blockade, from the fact of his long experi- 
ence in tbe decision of tho British claims arising out of tljo 
American war j and he does not hesitate to express a strong ' 
opinion on the illegality of the arrests in question. Tlio 
grounds for declaring the arrests illegal are principally that 
they were made m neutral waters, and that thoro can bo no 
arrest where the Government was granting permission to many 
ships to pass through from Russia, and oven to go to Russia 
and to return. 

Tho watera of the Bosphorus were neutralized by tho Treaty of 
Adnanoplo, and by the capitulations have been made tho 
waters of each nationality which had a ship anchored in 
them Enropean nations have never admitted Turkey 
within the circle of civilized nations, and Turkey has, by 
the treaties, divested herself of so much of tho sovereign 
power ns by these treaties or capitulations sho has conceded 
to other nations. It is upon this condition of things that ivo 
have in Constanlinoplo nnd throughout Turkov a series of 
national jurisdictions, or true ijnj»ena in imjicrio. A French- 
man here is in France, an Englishman in England, and so 
on, within certain well-defined limits. Tho Turkish Govern- 
luent cannot arrest in tho port of Con&tantinoplo oven one of 
its own subjects on board an English or other foreign mer- 
chant ves'^ol. "When it wants to make sncli on arrest, it 
sends to tho consular anthoritv to which tho ship belongs, 
and obtains police from thence. Nor is this stale of things 
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affected by the war between Unssia ■ and Tnrbey, because tlie 
capitulations expressly provide tbat in case of Avar between 
Turkey and any other Power, the rights as fixed by the capit- 
ulations of other Powers are not to be in anyAAdse affected. 
Such a condition of jurisdiction is a remarkable one, but 
it exists, and its existence is, indeed, absolutely necessary 
for the safety and protection of the foreign communities 
here. 

ISTo one, so far as I know, who has had any knoAAdedge of the 
subject, however much he may have been in love AAdth the 
Turks, has ever thought of suggesting that the foreign 
coinmunities should be handed over to Turkish jurisdiction. 
Foreigners have a belief that in the last resort they can 
obtain justice in a law court, and, therefore, conduct their 
trade on that hypothesis. The native merchants, Grreeks, 
Armenians, and Bulgarians, have long since lost any belief in 
the possibility of obtaining justice in the place where once 
Justinian’s jurisprudents established legal principles for all 
time, and they conduct their business accordingly. 

I know of no instance where the Turks have ever claimed the 
right to arrest a vessel in the Bosphorus before the arrests in 
question. I imagine, however, that for certain police pur- 
poses they could do so, as, for example, if a vessel were 
smuggling. In such case, however, they would at once hand 
over the vessel to the authority to which she belonged, with 
a request that she would be detained until the charges were 
examined. The arrest of the blockade runners was made by 
the Turks while they were at anchor, and in most cases after 
they had been in the Bosjshorus for some days. There Avas 
of course no pretefice of capture. They had run the blockade 
and had come to an anchorage in neutral waters — in waters 
where the Powers had refused to allow the Government to 
place a ship for the purpose of capture. 

The affair has now become a diplomatic one, and, unless some 
means be found of avoiding the difficulty, may lead to lively 
correspondence at least. There can be little doubt that the 
Turkish Government gave their notice of blockade and con- 
ducted their court of prize under the impression that AAken a 
A^esscl had once escaped beyond the line of the blockading 
A"OL. II. ' S 
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squadron she had escaped altogether. They have now 
changed their opinion — ^have adopted what is probably the 
right rale, hut in avoiding one error they have fallen into 
another. Having failed to capture the vessels before entering 
the Bosphorus, and while the voyage was in existence, they 
quietly arrest them while at anchor in neutral waters. 
Having also allowed a number of vessels to pass, some by 
connivance, some hy neglect^ some undoubtedly by express 
permission, and some hy tho decision of their court that they 
could not he lawfully detained, they need not ho surprised 
that Governments to which blockade.mnning ships belong 
claim the same right for their subjects which has been 
granted to those of other Powers. Two of the ambassadors 
openly state that they will not allow their vessels to bo con- 
demned, and it is pretty clear that they have international 
law on their side. 

The following letters from another correspondent transfer our 

attention from Constantinople to the Danube: — 

§ Giurgevo, January 2»d. — Now that Plevna has fallen, and 
men have time to look at other places which have figured in 
this war, or are likely to do so still, a few words about 
Rustchuk from a Giurgevo point of view aro not out of 
place. 

I drove through tho sholl-battcrcd town hero on my vrciy to 
Slobosia to see as many of the sixteen batteries that compose 
the Russian strength as possible. Tho toum itself shows 
more signs of life than it did, Boreral shops being open. The 
mantle of snow also helps to put a gloss on it by covering uj) 
tho deep engraving many a Turkish Khell has marked on its 
houses. Emerging from tho town, tho ploigh follows the 
high road that runs westward on an embankment by tlio 
Danubo towards Slobosia. A chain of sentries shows clearly 
out, like black patches on flio snow. Every now and then 
there aro three rillc.s with fixc<l bayonets piled, npjiarcntly 
put out to take caro of themselves in tho open pl.nin. As I' O 
approach tho first pile out pops a soldier’s head, liko a rabbit 
out of a hole, and I find each relief has got a ennningry con. 
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sli’uetocl nndorground shelter, not. very large ocriainly, hut, 
■what is of moi-c importanee, very Avnnn. The connnancliiig 
oflicor’s house turns out to be a very nmeh decoratocl sort of 
pavilion, ^Yhich is, he explains to me, surrounded by a sort of 
pleasure gjirdcn. in suniiner much frequented l\v the Giur- 
gevo people. 

As \isual vith Kussian oflicers, 1 received a most courteous re- 
ception, and his otlicc vorlc coinjde.led, my host and 1 get 
into a .sleigh and go off to the batteries. I alsvay.s flattered 
myself my nerves wore as good a.s my neighbours’, but must 
confess to feeling xincomfortablc vhen, taking his cigar from 
his mouth, the colonel c.almly romnrk.s, “’Diisliigh road hero, 
vhich VC are nov on, is the most dangerous ])laco vo have. 
You see the .shells generally fly high of the batteric.s, light a 
fev yards behind, and sweep the ground across the road.” 
A few yards further and the sleigh stuck f.ast in the snow ; 
we sbxrt only to stick again, and at the end of what seemed 
a long time, and must have been five minutes, my companion 
says, “ I think wo really must get out.” It is needless to re- 
mark I lost no time in doing so, and bade good-bye to the road 
with great cheerfulness. 

The village of Slobosia presents a very desolate appearance. It 
was, in the first place, knocked about a good deal by shells, 
and since its inhabitants found that they would probably be 
kept out of their houses all winter’, they returned and toolc 
away all beams, doors, ttc., to build -winter quarters else- 
where. The best preserved house is four bare walls, without 
roof, door, or woodwork in the windows. The snow has com- 
pletely changed the appearance of the batteries. The line of 
the parapet and embrasures are all so toned domi that one 
doesn’t recognize them, and if it were not for the well-swept 
paths and gun platforms, you might walk quite into a battery 
before you kne-\v of its existence. 

Approaching from the other side, that is, the fi’ont, you see 
what appears to he a gently sloping snow-covered hill. We 
go straight through the battery, and on. the crest of the para- 
pet, on the extreme right fi’ont, I am shomi a little hole about 
three feet deep. “ My post. This is where I always sit when 
. important firing is going on,” says the colonel. We are now 

s 2 
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in the centre of a line of sixtj-fonj* guns (sixteen batteries of 
four guns each). The battery ITo. 7, at which we are, is the 
most advanced ' one, those on the right and left bonding 
gradually back, follomng the turn of the Danube. The dis- 
tance from here to the nearest Turkish battery, which is in 
Rustchuk itself, is 2,000 metres. It seems less, the mosqnes, 
minarets, and big buildings standing out very clearly, thongh 
the day is far from a bright one, and the sounds of dogs 
barking and men shonting come plainly across the water. 

I am told that sometimes they can hear the word of command 
to fire in the Turkish battery opposite. Immediately below 
the line of Russian batteries which occupy the high ground 
is a shallow stream now frozen over, part of the Danube } 
further towards Rustchnk is an island abont five kilometres 
long This is covered with wood, always marshy, and in 
floods inundated. Behind this comes tho Danube proper, a 
swift.running stream, 600 yards broad. Tho direction of tho 
river is from SW. to NE., with a bend fit each side of tho 
town rather more to the north. This bend of the river affects 
both sides. 

The Turkish hne of defence being a curved one, 171111 tho con» 
cave side to their front, the curved line of the Russians 
presents the convex side to their enemy. On tho Rustchuk 
side the ground rises suddenly from tlio water’s edge, so tho 
Turkish batteries are for tho most part closo to tho river. On 
the south-west of tho town tho cliffs rise almost precipitously, 
and on this high ground nro two batteries of field artillery, 
which have done the Turks good service. Tho Russian offi- 
cers say that tho straight shooting of these gQn.si.sinan*ellous, 
and they are naturally curious to know who commands thcni. 
"With regard to the shooting of tlur TutkiaU artillery gcue- 
rally, the difference on different days is very marked, some- 
times very wild, and on occasions very acenrato. Thi-’ 
points to there being some very good officer who occasionally 
directs. 

Tho Russian shooting has been very good. Tljcy put up a 
battery at Giurgevo to keep down the fire of tlio “Round 
Battery,” the extreme right Iwittcty of the Tnrkidi position, 
which had been doing a good deal of harm in Iho tmm of 
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GmrgevOj and in one day dismounted its guns, and gave the 
Tnrks so good an opinion of their skill that the Round 
Battery has not again been occupied. The Turks also had a 
screened hattery. A lucky Russian shell set the screen on 
fire and huimt it doum. This burning business is, after all, 
a doubtful business, as the Turks fire away all the same fi’om 
the now opened batteiy. The Russian guns comprise 8-inch 
howitzers, 6-inch steel position guns, and 6-inch bronze guns, 
all breechloading. The howitzers are sighted by means of a 
quadrant placed in the trunnion of the gun, which may be 
old, but is new to me. 

The way these guns are kept is beyond all praise ; and as the 
colonel pats the enormous howitzer, and says it is the best 
gun in the world, I wonder if he is right, or if the “ powers 
that be ” who have decided on inuzzleloaders for our army 
know better. His opinion is one of great weight. Bor four 
years did he woi’k at Bii’mingham, for two years in America, 
and in peace time he is the head of a steam-engine and gun 
factory in Siberia, and now a leader of men, and as. go'od at 
practice in war as at theories in peace time. The calibre of 
the Turks’ guns is smaller. For my part, however, I am not 
convinced that they have no larger guns because they have 
not fired them off, and it is quite possible that when Rust- 
chuk is invested the Russians may find 8-inch guns opposed 
to them. It is only natural to suppose that if they have big 
guns they would put them on the weakest side. 

The first battery we entered was a “ sunk ” battery of four 
8-inch howitzers. The four guns are placed on platforms 
about four feet below the general level of the ground, and 
about twenty yards apart between each gun is left a solid 
ridge of earth as a traverse; beneath the traverses p,re shelters 
or magazines. Around each traverse, and in all places where 
men have to move, trenches are cut, about five feet deep, so 
as to ensure as much as possible the safety of all. In front 
and on the flanks of the line in which the guns stand, and at 
a distance of about twenty yards, is a solid earthen parapet, 
about twenty-four feet thick. Aim is taken by small pointed 
sticks placed in the ground on the crest of the parapet. The 
trench is continued beyond the outer gun of each battery. 
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and on tlie side of the trencli next tte front are dug oni little 
cabins, m whicli tbc garrison seems to spend a xerj happy 
time of it. The only difference bet^reen the howitzer 
batteries and the 6-inch gnn ones is that the embrasures of 
the latter are a little more cnt away. There are always three 
look-out men when firing is going on : one, with a telescope 
on a tripod, to note the effect of the shots of his own 
battery; one to watch the jets of smoke from the battery 
opposed to it, so as to give timely notice of the coming shell, 
and the nsnal sentiy. 

The effect of these men really doing what they arc set to do, and 
the effect of beeping every man not on duty under cover, is that 
the Russian losses have been wonderfully small — twenty-four 
men killed. Three days ago a sentry gave notice that a 
column of about 2,000 men and two guns were approaching 
Rustchuk from the east by the Varna chausseo. A shell was 
at once fired at them; the whole column disappeared promptly 
down the reverse slope of the road, which is hero on an cm. 
bankment. The captain of the battery got his guns pointed 
at the spot where the embankment ceases, just before tbo 
road enters the toum, and, as the head of the column appeared, 
off went a gnn. The shell passed over the mark aimed at, 
and struck a house, over ubich has been flying the red 
crescent. The captain seized Im glass, and what was big 
surprise to see 200 armed soldiers issue from the supposed 
hospital. The house mis battered doum before night. 

The firing generally consists of a duel between batteries, tbo 
Rnssians always beginning it. The Turks get through a 
certain amonnt of rifle ammunition firing ncro.ss the river 
at the sentries; they also occasionally fire canister at tbe 
soldiers sent to cnt wood on the island. The firing is by no 
means of daily occurrence, and both sidcB evidently think it 
useless to play at war when in a short timo probably Rustebak 
unll be in a state of siege and the real work will I'CgIn. 
^Vith regard to the probable siege one or two jmints an' 
evident. No single battery of the Russians on this side of 
the Danube can in any case be moved nearer to Rustebak 
than it is at present. No ns.sanlt can Iw made from tbis 
nnicss the Danube is frozen over; and even Ibca with 
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yards of smootli ice to cross in front of a watcMnl enemy is 
strongly against success. The Turks liave kad ample time 
to make as many eartliworks as tliey tkink necessary, and, 
Tvitk tlie experience tke Russians have lately, had, they ■will 
think tudce before they throw away men’s lives for little 
advantages. 

The Russians have a great idea of Turkish earthworks, and I 
am quite convinced they do not rate them a bit too highly. 
Last year I saw work throvm up by oxir own engineers at 
Chatham under, the most favourable conditions in peace, and 
now I can show you work done by the Turk under fire which 
will stand comparison with any of it. This all goes to show 
that the tactics displayed in the latter days of Plevna will 
be carried out here, and I venture to predict the history of 
Rustchuk will be first, surrounded ; second, incessant shell- 
fire and starvation ; third, surrendered. This all wants time, 
but neither snow nor rain will ever quite stop the Russian 
movements, though it may impede them. Their soldiers are 
probably the best clad army in the world ; the usual com- 
plaints, the result of cold and exposure, seem to have no 
effect on them ; and, taking the sick list here as an example, 
they are healthier far than iu the summer. In the heat, fever 
accounted for 30 per cent, of the whole artillery corps ; now 
sickness is unknown. 

§ GriURGBVO, January 3rd. — The bombardment commenced again 
this morning, and is still steadily going on, each side firing 
the same number of shots — waiting for each other in the most 

' courteous manner. It is not universal, but confined to the 
central batteries of both sides. I visited one of the Russian 
beacon posts this morning. The system of signals at night 
by fire is • perfect in its simplicity, almost impossible to go 
wrong, and might be entrusted to the stupidest private in 
any ser-vice. Not that this is the case here, for I find it in 
charge of an officer, who not only seems to know his ovm 
infantry work, but is equally well up in siege work, artillery 
fire, fortification, and field movements. On all these points 
we had a chat, after he had pointed out what was to be seen 
from the post. I had a good look at the Turkish line of 
sentries through my glass, and came to the conclusion from 



264 


War coebesfoxdesce. 


their movements that they are short of clothes. I watched 
thirty of them that lined the curved river bank down stream 
of Rustchuk, and every one of these men betrayed symptoms 
of cold. I then looked at the Russian lines, and found the 
men walking about in their usual leisurely fashion. The 
importance of this point cannot be overrated. One man 
comes off his post fresh and well, ready to eat, go to sleep, 
and he watchful again ; the other has to contend with a 
regular drain of his constitution, and evejy fresh exposnTO 
renders him less able to hear the next, till at last you hear 
of a case such as was reported yesterday by a spy. 

A Turkish outpost of eight men had been frozen to death. 
The cold is most intense, and I find it actual pain to stand 
still for more than a quarter of an hour, though clad in furs 
and with porpoise-hide boots. The main channel of the river 
here shows no signs of freezing over, and probably the Russian 
commanders are glad of it, for, as soon a.s it is frozen, the 
people here will probably bo visited by small bands of Turks, 
who, after cutting as many persons’ throats as possible, will 
be off again on the appearance of the militarj-. The force 
here, though small, is a complete little army, composed of 
infantry, cavalry, field artdleiy, and engineers The out- 
posts and pickets are so arranged that it would bo impo.'isibJo 
for any force which even knew their arrangement to get 
through on the darkest night and attack the batteries. 

War prices seem to be comingdomi. A Russian ofTicer tells me 
that a few days ago three ofllccrs bad to pay twenty -three 
napoleons for a sleigh from Simnitza hero. It is somewhere 
about a napoleon a mile, andthosum total probably three times 
the worth of the sleigh, ponics,nnd linmcs.s. I have just made 
a bargain, after an argument which has lasted two dny.s, for 
a sleigh to go to Simnitza for fire napoleons. 

I JIiMMiCRA, January 8th . — Since the breaking of the bridgci 
between Sistova and Simnitza communication across tlio 
Danube has been kept up by pontoons rowed by sailor*. 
The river is full of largo masses of floating ice, wfnVh 
renders the ser\*ico a dangerous one. Seventeen persons 
were drowned in attempting tlio passage in a private l>oat. 
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2(jr, 

Tlu' tin}', foiniu rty tn'(Mi]-.Ysi!ir ;i few inimitcK. lutw iniccs from 
one to tinvo lioui>. Tlio jiooti'miK nre orowdcti Nvisli oHicev.*^ 
on (luiv nntl (]o('j>1y Imlen wijh mi'ncy in I'oKOS nnd shocj'sldn 
coats. iS’o oilit'r ynu'ds are taken. Antin' (Uh and Stli tlio 
fo^ intcrni}i(ed this iniOie, and it i.‘^ lilody to ke (tfltm in- 
tcrru}'icd ky the sronv ea.nse. Only a \inrd fro'-t. ky fret>7.in^ 
ike ]);nni1'e t'vcr. can allow of the fall I'.issayc of the 
ncee.'sary stores. 

I'kiornunis quantities of ]'rovi.‘-i(ins and clot liim.' arc stocked in 

Simnit'/.a. (’arts dailv arrive witli more. 3 lav is not to ho 

• * 

lionpht. The dnift cattle, fed :dono on Indian corn, die iti 
ercat nnmkers. and the diflictdiics, always irrcaf, of finm.s- 
]>ortinu: snj'jdies from tin* railway at Fratesti and (tinrircvo. 
will kc increased ureatly ky this alone. Fither of the 
following causes will hiring all tiiins))ort to a stand.still. A 
thaw will remhn* every road inqiassaklc, every small stream a 
torrent, and the Danukc for sntmc time a .still more dangerous 
river, hy dotachiug large ma.sses of ice :it })rescul adhering to 
its kauk.s. Snow will klock u}) the roads, and by making 
each load harder to draw will give the draft cattle, at jiresenl 
worked to death, a quieker release from their miserahlo life. 
Hard fro.st alone can lx; of serAdee. 

The question arises, if the wav continues, whence are the ranks 
daily thinning of })onie.s and knllocks to he filled H Alrcadj- 
carts from idl the surrounding conniries can he seen in 
Simnit'/.a. Bessarabia, Hungary, 'Wallachin, and 'Moldavia 
are i-e]n’esentcd ky both man and hcast. Carler.s nnakle to 
fulfil their contracts of delivering their loads in Sislova, and 
ruined ky the war prices here, are daily running away, 
leaving the contractors under whom they work losers ky 
reason of tlic large advances thej' have already made them. 

In Buckarest may ko seen sacks containing kroad and kisciiit, 
skeepskin coats, made in Russia for the army, and sent away 
from tkence two months ago, Avliicli have not only not keen 
delivered, hut it is not knoAvn Avkcrc they are, so groat is the 
confusion. These goods have to kc forwarded ky the carts I 
have alluded to as at Simnitza, or those noAv on tlio road 
ketAveen Fratesti and that place, or else ky the noAV line of 
raihvay just constructed ketween these two places. With 
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and liis gardener expects even to have them for Christmas. 
These are not in any -way forced, hut grow in the kitchen- 
gardens as ours do. So warm has been this winter that on 
the south coast, when 1 left, even Russian ladies were still 
enjoying sea-bathing. Grreek schooners constantly arrive 
with lemons, for which we are grateful, but not to the extent 
of granting them cargoes of grain. Consequently ten or a 
dozen of them are at anchor here disconsolate. The build- 
ings I spoke of in my last are hnished, and I hear crammed 
with grain. The oyster fishery, owing to there being only 
chance occasions for sending to Odessa, is at a discount. 
Excellent oysters are now to be bought for twenty kopecks 
a hundred. As the rouble is now worth two shillings, and 
there are 100 kopecks m the rouble, I fancy we bavo a slight 
advantage over the London market in the purchase of this 
luxury. 

|[ On Boaed SS. “ Russia,” Sebastopol, December 29/A.— On 
Wednesday, at about 9 a.m., all Sebastopol was assembled 
at the Graffskoia landing-place to again welcome the hero of 
the Vesta, who, in command of his now steamer, was signalled ' 
ns approaching. In rear of the Itnssia, at a distance of 
about half a mile, a strange three-masted screw steamer 
was observed, apparently of about 800 or 1,000 tons. That 
it was a prize we had little doubt, though it was not till she 
was passing within almost a hundred jards of mo that I 
distinguished two very small flags, indicating by their posi- 
tion that success had again followed the career of Captain 
Baranoff. 

Fho landing and reception of this favonrito of fortune were 
thoroughly Russian. As soon ns I couM manage io sJiafco 
hands with him he told mo my cabin was ready, and that he 
purposed leaving in a few hours. Accortlingly I hurried to 
my quarters to pack up and write you a few lines, and later 
on I sent yon a telegram. I bavo now little moro to wT 
about the capture. The JiMw'a left Odessa on the 22n(l inst , 
and the following day, when off Pcnderckli, she ciiconntered 
the Jfercenc, carrying 70'^ soldiers ami B.ishi-Baronks, t » enty 
officers, including a lieutenant of the Sultan’s yacht /r.-r-h-i, 
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and a few women and cliildren, making a total witli tke crew 
of 897. - 

It appears that tlie Mercene mistook tke ckaracter of tke 
Enissia, and tkinldng ske would prove an easy capture for 
tke troops, allowed ker to approack and get between tkem 
and tke coast, wkick was about five miles ok. Wken too 
late ske discovered tkat ske kad made a mistake, and at tke 
tkird skot ske kanled down ker flag. Captain Baranoff, 
kaving put an ofiicer and twenty-six men on board, and 
removed tke Turkisk officers to tke Russia, at , once made 
for tkis port, wkere ske arrived witk tke prize as I kave 
described. 

To return to tke movements of tke Russia. Tke captain 
purposed leaving at once for Odessa m’tk tke prisoners, but 
in tke afternoon a storm tkat kad been gradually brevdng 
all day burst on us, and by midnight, even in tkis landlocked 
karbour, tke motion of tke steamer might kave deranged 
tke digestion of landsmen. At daybreak yesterday, tke gale 
kaving abated, we put to sea, but kad not got a dozen miles 
from shore wken tke captain told me ke should put back, 
as tke roll further on was too heavy for him to risk. Accord- 
ingly we returned to our moorings and landed tke prisoners 
here. Tke colonel of tke troops and kis two servants were 
despatched by rail to Simpkeropol. Tke colonel, who dined, 
&c., witk tke captain, kad a melancholy expression of coun- 
tenance, but I observed kis appetite was healthy and kis 
religious scruples concerning liquids by no means severe. 
His officers, who messed in tke wardroom, were also not 
bigoted in tkis respect. To judge from tke empty bottles 
on tke table, I think most of tkem approved of tke sherbet 
of tke infidel. 

About one o’clock yesterday tke commander-in- chief, kis 
Highness tke Prince Woronzow, paid us a visit, and after 
lunch we all proceeded to visit tke prize, wkick is lying at 
tke Custom House wharf. Tke Mercene was formerly tke 
Sherriff, and was a passenger and eargo steamer between 
Constantinople ,and Batoum, taken for tkis occasion by tke 
Government as a transport. Ske is a strongly-built and 
handsomely-fitted screw steamer of 1,400 tons, worth, I 
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slionld say, from twenty to twenty-five tliousand pounds 
sterling, I cannot say slie was clean; but 793 Turldsb 
soldiers and Bashi-BazonlcB are not the most cleanly cargo, 
and from wbat I saw of the prisoners, I think, if I was 
forced to take a trip either with them or with a cargo 
of slaves from the African coast, I should cast my lot in 
with my black brethren. The weather has cleared, and wo 
start, I believe, to-night^ destination of course unknown. I 
will send you particulars of our cruise directly we return, 
which I fancy will he in a week or ten days. 

]| SS “Russia,” Beccjufter ZOtk, 7 p.m., ox the Black Sea. — 
Circumstances over which we had no control prevented our 
leaving Sebastopol yesterday as we had intended; but this 
afternoon, about 2 P.M., wo steamed out of harbour, and are 
now about sixty miles on our way to Odessa. The gale has 
gone down, but has left a long su’cll, calculated to seal up 
the ship-boy’s eyes and rack his brains. Wo liavo just 
finished dinner, and the captain has adjourned to tho bridge, 
to pass, I should say, anything but an agreeable night, for 
irrespective of a cold north-easter, with sleet bloiring right 
in onr teeth, we know of five ironclads whieli oro snppo.^cd 
to have left Solina in search of us. My friend, with his 
usual generosity, invited mo to keep watch with him, sug- 
gesting that I ought to bo able to describe any affair from 
the commencement. I changod the conversation, but not my 
intentions, which wore on no account to quit my present 
snug quarters till the shooting began, or at any rate till there 
was something more worth seeing than outer darkness, whicli 
at tho present moment is the aspect of tho Eusinc. Thcro 
arc also r^fher juducements to jTJnnim Tho raptnin’s ci^rs 
are excellent, and tho sofa all that one can desire. An in- 
diamhber ball at my side on being prcs.«cd produces a tele- 
phone squeak in tho buffet, which brings my young friend 
Terracinta (of Vesla notoriety) to supply myuantH, nndn 
bright firo in the stove, together with other comforts, would 
render desertion wicked on my part ; so I purjwsc rcm.sininff 
where I am. A sailor who has just come in tolls me it 
only a squall, so with a pious hope that if Hobart w looking 
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after iis lie is enjojing tlic Avoatlier as mticli ns my frieiicl, I 
sliall smoke anotker cigar and turn in. 

Odessa, December 31si, 2 r.M.— jkftcr twenty-four hours of had 
weather, we have arrived Avithout encountering the Moslem. 

I will add a lino or two every day to say what wo are doing. 
At present we are (the captain and self) going on shore. 

Odessa, January 1st . — The Bussia is coaling. 

Odessa, January 2nd . — Captain Baranofi; has gone by land to 
hlicolaieff. The steamer is still coaling. 

Odessa, January 4:tli . — Captain Baranofi has returned, and I 
hope we shall get off to-morrow. The difference in the 
reports conceining the numbers of prisoners arises from the 
fact that the gallant corps increased its officers after capitu- 
lating, their first idea being that the private soldiers would 
only be hanged or shot, while the officers would bo reserved 
for fieying, impaling, roasting, and other well-authenticated 
Russian modes of showing consideration to captives. The 
rank and file predominated considerably, but after a feiv days, 
it being discovered that the officers were not only alive but 
' getting fat, there was great promotion from the ranks, and 
when I last heard the list of officers they were increasing 
not only in numbers but in rank, it having come to their 
knowledge that Bimbashis got more than other bashis, &c. 
By this time I dare say there are Pachas and Ghazis ; hence 
the discrepancies. The numbers in my letter of the 29th 
being taken from the latest census before we handed the 
prisoners over to the Cromi authorities, are probably the 
most correct. No prisoners came here vdth us, nor did the 
Bussia leave Sebastopol for the expedition. The capture 
was made between Penderekli and the Bosphorus, at about 
five miles from the shore. If your readers will look out 
Penderekli on the map 'they will perhaps be astonished at 
the audacity of the proceeding. They need not look far 
from the mouth of the Bosphorus. 

II Odessa, January hth . — We leave at two this afternoon. You 
may expect to hear either of me or from me in a week or 
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slionli Bay, from twenty to twenty-five thonsand pounds 
sterling. I cannot Bay slie was clean; fint 793 Turldsli 
soldiers and Bashi-Bazonks are not tlie most cleanly cargo, 
and from what I saw of the prisoner.':, I think, if I was 
forced to take a trip either with them or with a cargo 
of slaves from the African coast, I should cast my lot in 
with my black brethren. The weather has cleared, and wo 
start, I believe, to-night, destination of course unknown. I 
■will send you particulars of our cruise directly we return, 
which I fancy -will he in a week or ten days. 

II SS. “ Russia,” Decemher 30fX, 7 p-m., on the Black Sea. — 
Circumstances over ■which we had no control prevented our 
lea'ving Sebastopol yesterday as we had intended ; but this 
afternoon, abont 2 P-Jt., we steamed out of harbour, and are 
now about sixty miles on our way to Odessa. The gale has 
gone down, but has left a long swell, calculated to seal up 
the ship-boy’s eyes and rack his brains. lYe have just 
finished dinner, and the captain has adjourned to the bridge, 
to pass, I should say, anything but an agreeable night, for 
irrespective of a cold north-easter, with sleet blo-wing right 
in our teeth, we know of five ironclads which are supposed 
to have left Sulina in search of us. Sly friend, with his 
usual generosity, invited mo to keep watch with him, sug- 
gesting that I ought to be able to describe any affair from 
the commencement. I changed the conversation, hut not my 
intentions, which were on no account to quit my present 
snug quarters till the shooting began, or nt any rato till there 
was something more worth seeing than outer darkness, which 
at the present moment is the asjiect of the Buxine. Thoro 
are also other inducements to remain. The captain's cigars 
are excellent, and the sofa all that one can desire. An in- 
diarubher ball at my side on being pressed produces a tele- 
phone squeak in the huffet, which brings my young friend 
Tcrmcinta (of Vesta notoriety) to supply my wants, and a 
bright fire in the stove, together ivith other comforts, would 
render dcj-crtion wickctl on my jmrt; so I purpose remaining 
where I am. A sailor who has just come in tells mo it is 
only a squall, so with a pious Jiojio that if Hobart is looking 
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aftei’ tis lie is enjoying tlie -vs'eatlier as mncli as my f 
shall smoke another cigar and tnm in. 

Odessa, Becemler 31s^, 2 p.m. — After twenty-fonr hours 

i. 1 .— . — j have arrived -without encountering the 1 

b line or two eveiy day to say what we ar( 
we are (the captain and self) going on she 

’,ry IsL — The Biissia is coaling. 

.ry 2nd . — Captain Baranoff has gone hy 
The steamer is still coaling. 

nary Adh. — Captain Baranoff has returned 
lall get off to-morrow. The difference 
leining the numbers of prisoners arises fr 
e gallant corps increased its of&cers after 
r first idea being that the private soldiers 
ged or shot, while the of&cers would be r( 
impaling, roasting, and other well-authen 
)des of sho-wing consideration to captives 
e predominated considerably, but after a fe'' 
covered that the of&cers were not only al 
there was great promotion from the ran 
heard the list of of&cers they were inc 
numbers but in rani?:, it having come t 
that Bimbashis got more than other has! 
e I dare say there are Pachas and Ghazis ; 
incies. The numbers in my letter of ti 
a from the latest census before we hand 
ver to the Crown authorities, are probal 
it. hTo prisoners came here -with us, nor 
f-e Sebastopol for the expedition. The < 
letween Penderekli and the Bosphorus, ai 
from the shore. If your readers -will lo 
on the map ‘they will perhaps be astonis 
by of the proceeding. They need not Ic 
outh of the Bosphorus. 

luary 5th . — We leave at two this afternoon 
b to hear either of me or from me in a t 
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ten days at latest. I forgot to mention that on hoard tlio 
prize were mail bags, which were forwarded unopened to St. 
Petersburg. The colonel of the troops, of whom I spoke in 
my last, was robbed by his own men in the hurry of dis- 
embarking from the prize. Some of his property was dis- 
covered on the person of one of the soldiers, but I cannot 
say whether it was a Turk, Circassian, or Bashi-Bazouk. 
The colonel was mucli impressed with Baranoff’s kindness. 
■\Vhen I said good-bye to him he showed me a hea\ 7 ' silver 
cigar-case that the captain had given him as a souvenir, and 
said, “Commandant dobra, dobra,” which means “good” 
in Russ. He had snbstantial reasons besides the souvenir 
for saying so. 

|j Sebastopol (on boap.d tub “ Russia”), January 6th.— ‘"Wo 
arrived hero this morning from Odessa, having bad a cold 
hat interesting ran across. Odessa hnrbonr began to freeze 
on the 4th inst., and I fancy, from the difficulty wo had to 
break out, that for the next month or sis weeks that in- 
teresting commercial toivn is secure from any attack of 
ironclads. Wo got clear of the ico about 4 rit., and made 
direct for Sebastopol, all going on well till about 2 a.m., when 
we suddenly discovered that wo were not alone on the face 
of the waters. 

Lights, evidently signals, flashed at a short distance from one 
another, and warned ns that Islam was proving her supre- 
macy on the Eusine. It was n^ravnting, ns wo had made 
plans for to-day (nhich is our Christinas), but as there were 
certainly three if not more ironclads l>ctwecn us and Sebas- 
topol, those plans began to look doubtful. KicolaicIT and 
Odessa, it must be remembered, were closed to us by the 
ice, Kertcb also, so there seemed to bo notbing to do but 
steam about the Black Sea till tlio war or our coal was 
flni.shcd. Captain Baranoff, liowcver, Imd made up his 
mind to bo at Sebastopol to-day, and soon arranged lii.s 
plana. Finding that the lights ucro proceeding in a 
southerly direction, the Turks having, as they thought, 
satisractorily explorcil the north, he accomjianied them in 
a parallel line till they were well clear of the Taganhyt 
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nilimiRfi. -wlien, faTOured by tlie darkness of tlie nigkt, 1 
und tkeir stern, and got into Sebastopol only tr 
ir tban be bad intended. I did not myself 'witne 
]Dart of tbis fun, baving turned in about bal 
ve, and, as "we keep profound silence on boar 
ave known nothing of it till morning if I bad nc 
looked at my pocket-compass, wben, to n 
tonisbment, I found we were steering north, instef 
by east. • I was on deck at once, and though t] 
:‘e then out of sight we still bad plenty of excit 
be sixty miles’ run from Taganbyt to tbis port, 
ntly expected that there would be at least o: 
cruising outside to attack us, in case we ran t! 

Of course w^e none of us expect that tbis Ci 
0 on.. The Turks are certainly the most imbec: 
rer that the woi'ld has ever seen, but one or otb 
rsau’s, I suppose, will come to gnief if the war co 

incredible that unarmoured merchant steame 
ritb perfect impunity (except in the case of t' 
gbt, when she suffered for her audacity), n 
kisb harbours, blow their torpedoes up under t 
, carry off even a transport with five times the 
board, and cruise about within a few miles of t’ 
IS, not to mention the supreme contempt that th 
vn throughout the year to Turkey’s claim to na-v 
;y. All this seems and reads like romance, but it 
Less an historical fact for the year 1877, and if 
bs all four of us in 1878 it will never entitle him 
his head as a maritime Power. The Black S 
the Vesta, the Constantine, the Vladimir, and tl 
re at present all safe in this harbour. The yah 
s at Odessa. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE PASSAGE OP THE ETROPOL BALEAXS. 

Eeinforcements for General OourWs Army. — Slisery of tbe Tarkish Soldiers.— 
Defectire Arrangctaenta of the Bnssians. — The Battle-field of the Vid — 
Foilom Condition of Bulgarian Towns and Villages. — A Goat-path in the 
Mountains. — Beep Snow and Sexerc Temperatnre.^ — Valuahlo Services of 
the Red Cross Society.— Heroism and Devotion of tho Surgeons and 
Students. — Forward Movement — Great Nomher of Sick and Wounded. — 
Prevalence of Frost-bite.— Soperiority of the Turkish System —Miseries 
of Life in Orkanieb. — Plan of tbe Advance — Amount and Distnbntion of 
the FoKes —General Qoorko and bis Staff. — A Neglected Bridle-path — 
General Bauch and his Men.— General Maglovsky — A Snoastorm — Tbe 
Tillage of Curiak. — Tbe Kuban Cossacks. — Capture of a Transport Train.— 
WilhelminofTs Colnsn.— The Balkans Crossed. — The Kuban and tbe 
FouDdling.— Incidents of tbe Campaign.— Failure of Bondemlle'e Enter- 
prise. — Attack on tbe Turkish Positions at Taskose —General Mirkeviteli 
Wounded.— Valour of the Turks.— Capture of Taakose.— Baker racl.Va 
Beepateb. — An Fvciling Chose.— Fight nt Oorny Bagatoff.— Cost of tLo 
Passage of the Balkans. 

The fall of Ple^*Ra, invoUnaff both llic cajitiiro of tlio most 
nblo of tbeTnrkisli commanders, with his array, and tho release 
of the army of investment from its long and arduous duty, 
as promjitly follow cd by tokens of a determination to proi-e- 
cute with vigour the advance across tho IJnlkans. General 
Gourko’s progress had been arrested, partly b^ the inclemency 
of the treather and partly by tho insuniciency of Jus force, 
originally amounting to nlwnt 30,000 men ; hut lie had at least 
succeeded in removing all enuso for npprt'lieiision from tho 
threatened advance of Mehcmct Ah, or liis stieei'ssor, Clinl.ir 
Pacha ; and much more than this the Kiis.sian cmiimunders 
could hardly have contemplated 5n the t•i^cmn^tanees in vliieh 
his hold enterprise ^Ya8 undertaken. Owing to heavy storms 
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delay took place in tlic departure of reinforcements for G-enei 
G-oui'ko’s army ; Imt it will be seen that tbe difficulties of t 
movement were eventually smmiounted. 

Tbe- letters following are fi’om tbe correspondent wbo bi 
lately left tbe headquarters of General Gourlco for a basty vis 
to Plevna, as already mentioned : — 


+ Headquarters of General Gourko, Orkanieh, in the Ba 
KANS, Becemher 24i7i. — Tbe snow was lying two or three inch 
deep, and was still fallmg fast, as I jostled and fought r 
way along tbe crowded Sofia road a few days ago betwe 
Ple-sTia and the Yid — a discouraging start off for a long ai 
tedious journey into tbe heart of tbe Balkans. Plevna offer 
enough interest, and more than enough excitement, b 
several days before on tbe trip dorni fi’om tbe Balkans I b; 
met tbe remforcements marching to join tbe army of Genei 
G-oui-ko, and, as nothing except lack of numbers bad delay* 
bis advance, tbe probabilities of a speedy southward mor 
ment were too strong, and tbe prospect too tempting, 
permit longer delay at such a distance fi’om tbe actr 
front. 

Prom tbe town limits to tbe bridge tbe road was lined wi 
boxes of Turkish ammunition, shells, and broken caisson 
and muskets were piled up in one place like corded wood 
a forest. Tbe empty transport waggons coming in, and t] 
heavily loaded ones slowly moving out, completely filled e 
tbe spaces between tbe ditches, so that progress was very sIot 
and only possible at all with a good amount of crowding ar 
some bard words. Tbe heavily-falling snow completely veib 
tbe landscape, and after an hour’s ride at a snail’s pa( 
I crossed tbe Yid, and bad tbe great snow-carpeted plai 
before me, and undisputed passage southward. A sickenm 
and indescribable odOur came from tbe direction of tbe batth 
field. I bad seen many hundreds of unbxu’ied bodies the: 
tbe day before, so I did not. suspect any other source of th 
poisoned air until there became visible through tbe storm 
long line of men, extending as far as could be seen throng- 
- the flying snow. It was evident ’from this' multitude of buma: 
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beings, the army of Osman Pacha, filthy and -without means 
of -washing, huddled together like sheep in the snow, which, 
falling moist, drenched them like rain, half fed, with- 
out fires, or any comforts or necessaries, or even the most 
common privileges -v’hich the law of health and general 
sanitary precautions require — ^it was evident, I say, that from 
this mass of living uncleanliness came the overpowering 
stench that testified to the horrible condition of the prisoners, 
and their unparalleled -wretchedness and misery. 

Nearly 40,000 men were standing there in the driving storm, 
herded in great companies of several hnndreds. They were 
wrangling and fighting among themselves for the scanty 
rations that were famished them — scanty, because there was 
none too great a supply for the soldiers who guarded them. 
They huddled together and hugged tight about their bodies 
the thin ragged coats in the vain attempt to keep warm and 
dry, and as fast as the snow fell trod it into the ground with 
the constant motion of their feet. It seemed impossible that 
human beings could live under such conditions. How had 
they slept in the cold rain of the past week ? How would 
they manage to live through the coming week with the snow 
a foot deep all around them, and cold which makes sleep a 
stranger to the tbickly-clad Russian soldier in his straw 
shelter in the bivouac? X must confess that lunsn’t too 
comfortable in the saddle, mth the snow melting doum the 
back of my neck and settling on my arras and shoulders ; but 
the sight of these -UTctchcd creatures cut short any incipient 
thought to find fault with the u-eather, and I turned my 
horse’s head tomirds the south, with the helpless feeling that 
was almost a torture in the presence of all tlio suffering in 
Plevna still strong within me, and found myself repeating 
the same phrase that on every occasion sonxs ns an excuse 
and an apology for all the inconvenience and distress that so 
frequently result from the want of system in the Russian 
army; What is to lx* done ?” 

The officer, whoso duty it is to see that the marching column 
starts in season in the morning to nrri\e at thehivoiinc Ixfore 
night, finds himself and his men struggling along the muddy 
road in murky darkness, and -with an air and a rhmg that con- 
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fess tlie inexcusable -sN^ant of foretbouglit, and at tbe same time give 
not tbe least assurance of improvement in tbe future, exclaims 
in a rpsigned tone, “ Wbat is to be done ? ” A detachment finds 
itself avny from its suppbes at a time -wben a little energy 
and foretbougbt vould bave prevented any sucb occurrence. 
Officers and men suffer from -want of food, and take it vitb 
a fatalistic resignation that is uoLtbout a bint or promise of 
improvement. I bave found a large company of officers in 
tbe mountains, having prepared for the trip a day or two 
before. They bad brought notbuig for their horses, no salt, 
no matches, and nothing to cut wood with. All this may 
seem trivial ; but it is an indication of just tbe way affairs iu 
general are conducted. 

Tbe history of Plevna for tbe first two weeks after its capture 
would be composed of chapters of horrors that bave few 
parallels in modem times. I believe that there is little 
attempt to excuse tbe neglect, the criminal neglect, to pro- 
perly provide for tbe prisoners ; but any excuse — ^however 
well founded in tbe difficulties of transport, in tbe inclemency 
of tbe weather, and in tbe unexpected surrender of tbe army 
of Osman Pacha — can bave no weight whatever in tbe 
balance against tbe sum total of tbe human suffering and 
tbe loss of life that was tbe result of tbe characteristic 
Russian laisser aller. 

I arrived in Plevna only four or five days after tbe surrender, 
and tbe living and tbe dead were still lying side by side. Tbe 
battle-field by tbe Yid presented a most ghastly spectacle, and 
I will not say that there were many, but I am sure there were 
some, wounded lying there uncared for, but still alive. Tbe 
great herd of prisoners without tents, or even tbe miserable 
shelter of tbe boles in tbe ground which they bad occupied 
during the siege, stood there in tbe rain, and were moved 
daily from place to place, as tbe spot where they remained a 
few hours became too filthy to endure. When I passed them 
on tbe morning of tbe snowstorm their condition was in no 
degree improved. Up to four days after tbe battle part of 
them bad received no rations, and when I went among them 
they were fighting like madmen for tbe morsels of bread. 
They died by scores — ^for bow can human nature endure so 
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much ? — and the night after I left them in the snow over 
300 perished miserably, from exposure and hunger combined. 
These aro the meagre facts, the few that came under my 
notice in a hasty visit, besides the details I have already trans- 
mitted by telegraph. The tale has not been half told, nor yet 
half begun, and I feel that very little justice has been done 
to the situation at Plevna, but the story of the victors is far 
more agreeable to relate, although that also has a side that is 
by no means attractive. 

All along the Sofia road at frequent intervals are villages of 
perhaps 200 houses, and even more, which are deserted by 
the great majority of their inhabitants, the Turkish peasants 
ha'S'ing fled from the approach of the Rnssians, and the 
Bulgarians having dispersed either for fear of the Tnrks, or 
having been compelled to follow tbe train of the fugitives. 
Many of these villages were very rich in grain, hay, and 
straw, and the first troops that passed this way had not the 
slightest difficulty in finding forage and bread. The whole 
region abounds in trees which would have furnished fires for 
the army for months, but it was so much easier to pull a 
beam out of a house than to ent down a tree, that the 
soldiers when they wanted wood simply tore down the houses 
and burned the timbers. I have, I believe, already described 
how the houses fall down wherever tho army halts. Some 
very serious accidents have already occurred from this 
thoughtless improvident habit of tearing the timbers out of 
the houses, and that is not the worst result of the destruction, 
as the reinforcements just arrived to this army have found 
out to their cost. 

In Bolny Duhnik scarcely one stone is left above another. 
"With the exception of a very few houses the entire village is 
fiat, burned piecemeal by the soldiers. Teliehe has suffered 
in much the same way, but perhaps half the houses are still 
standing, Radomirce, Lukovilza, Petreven, Jablonica, and 
Osikovo — everpvhero tho same story. The straw stacks 
have been pulled down and scattered waslefully over tbe road 
and in the courtyards ; the Indian com has been taken from 
the bins, and fed out to tho animals in such abundance that 
half of it lies rotting on the ground, where it was throum. 
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mo np olio Sofia road my horse|iiBfdd<i:^t;a^^ 
imtlii’aslied harioy stmvir, .v/lie:pd^-,tlie idosi^is). ; 
tlieir horacs in tlie conrtyardB^pf ^tfie 
ndinn corii in tlie ear paved tifclie^^qrtnd^^^ 

. There were, too. plenty of gPod>; clean, com-' 
era in every village. On my ;%ay !hapk ^ 
ne I found the greatest diffictdty: V' ^ohtainmg 
.the Jiqrses, to eat.^ The troops- 1 pissed bn the 
dd in the snow hetweeh the T^^sivhich .a few ■ 
ibrted waam, tight; roof s, 'and they had tP thank 
passed over the road hef bra them for, thP waste 
ruction of the housesj and-^eneral exhaustion 
cea pf : the country, which, if they ; had been 
anything hke; a provident- syStemi woulid have 
ply the passing troops and the trbuipbrt i^ains 

t, the only why I avoided sleeping in the '^how, 
ing bn past the troops I; ;bvertobfcuhthe;road,'.,' 
village of Lukovitza, where they wet6 tb pass - ; 
(T.a few moments before the advance ^ai*d, ahd' l 
lyself and, horses in a, cellar just large enpughi: 
L; scarcely put a billet of wood across the’ dbor . - 
ue vvas besieged by oflBcers and men; i^yhb/lcept, ; 
Is all mght long a tattoo on the dbor,'taccdm- 
[emaiids for admission, which, of ■ course, < I; did 
? every inch of room was taken., ' '-'They ' had 
; fifjjyrfive^^; v^ Plevnav'in! t^o ' days, 

ihe;first night . at Teliche.- The 'Bnow''fell'; air 
ad -^ose ' who found no roof to - -shelter; them 
at;,until, moridngj’ trying to find a h^ 
:;^;hibhihhgp,;the -village would hara famished 
n^^rs ;fpr,;the whole; detachment; 'now- it woiild 

^l^as^lpn^tKe^raad 'again;. 'had 

d, but -was sornewhatldimimShedv ^ ; 

was almost knob-deep .■mth^'nh^led^mnd'hndV 
ish familieH. f'stowed- vawav'^ih;- thbir '^mhe^ble 
shivoi'ing 

1in/l fifr^nrinrl ^ 
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also on their way from Plevna to their villager, advanced 
along the road in painful procession, toiling through the mud 
laden with great bundles of kitchen utensils and bedding, 
and scarcely moving half a mile an hour. How and where 
they had passed the night was a question which I did not 
stop to ask, because, knowing that I should arrive at the 
Pravca Pass only at the end of the day, for it was forty versts 
distant, the question of the coming night was to me a far 
more important and interesting one. 

The whole day without a pause, except to water the horses, I 
pushed on past artillery, supply wagons, transport carts with 
wounded in almost inextricable confusion, and at dark came 
to the narrow defile of the Pravca Pass, and the road was so 
jammed -with troops and artillery that it was impossible to 
proceed further, and it seemed as if I was nailed there for the 
night in the storm, with no village within two liours’ ride, 
and even there every house overcrowded with soldiers The 
only alternative to passing the night in the snow was to push 
on over the mountains by the goat-paths that had served at 
the time of the battle there to move small detachments of 
troops towards the flanks of the enemy. There was no little 
risk of losing my way in the storm, but remembering dis- 
tinctly the conformation of the ground, I struck out through 
the woods to the left of the road, and after a couple of hours’ 
hard work through the snow, climbing over the crags which, 
in fine weather, were difficult enough to scale, I came out 
into the plain of Orkanieh, and my tired horses made their 
own way along to their stable. 

The snow was then eighteen inches deep on a level, and since 
that time several inches more have fallen. For the last week 
the cold has been steadily increasing, and to-day as I WTito 
the Reaumur thermometer marks seventeen degrees of cold. 
There is no means of heating the room except by a fire under 
a stone canopy, which Las so fallen to pieces and gone to ruin 
that the smoke comes out into the room and does not find its 
way np the chimney. But even warm smoke would be pre- 
ferable to the cold which freezes the ink on my table ns I am 
wTiting, and ibo only reason why I don’t indulge in that 
luxury is because it is impossible to find wood to bum. Tho 
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Bulgarian sledges are all employed in bringing wood for tlie 
ovens and Idtcliens. Tlie liedges and wicker fences kave all 
been burned long ago. Very many bouses were torn to pieces 
wben' tbe army fii’st came bere, and now a bandful of wood 
is worth its weight in silver almost, and quite impossible to 
get at all in any quantity. Tbe sufferings of tbe soldiers in 
tbe bivouacs on tbe mountains are simply terrible. 

Hundreds have their feet and bands frozen every night, and 
tbe amount of illness resulting from exposure is alarming. 
Very few of tbe men are provided with any clothing in 
addition to that which they brought vdtb them for tbe full 
campaigTi. They have good boots and whole overcoats, it is 
true, but. many of them discard tbe former, and substitute 
sandals and leggings of raw bide, and a single thickness of 
coarse cloth is a miserable protection in this cold. 

It is just at this season that tbe Society of tbe Red Cross is of 
tbe greatest possible service. There is an independent section 
of this society attached to tbe corps of tbe Guard, under tbe 
protection, and bearing tbe name, of tbe Princess Imperial. 
It is tbe only independent section of tbe society in tbe field, 
I believe, and it is this detachment alone which has made its 
way to tbe very front, and established its hospitals there. 
Wben General Gourko made tbe move to cut off tbe commu- 
nications of Plevna, it was forbidden by general orders to 

, take along any ambulances or transports, because, in case of 
a forced retreat, they would block tbe narrow country roads 
by which tbe advance was made, and impede tbe movements 
of tbe troops. With great difficulty tbe Red Cross detach- 
ment obtained permission to accompany tbe troops, on tbe 
condition that, if a retrograde movement were made, they 
would bum -without tbe least hesitation tbe light waggons 
they took along, and leave tbe road free. 

Tbe battle of Gorny Dubnik resulted, as is well known, in tbe 
defeat of tbe Turks, with great loss for -the Russians, and 
tbe number of surgeons attached to tbe regiments was not 
only quite insufficient to attend to tbe number of wounded 
that came to tbe rear, but there was a scarcity of necessary 
articles for use in tbe ambulances. The Red Cross estab- 
lished itself just across tbe Yid, in a deserted Cossack 
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bivouac, whore there were still standing the huts that had 
sheltered 400 Cossachs, and at this point, four or tire versts 
a^vaJ from the battle-field, assembled the great mass of the 
•wounded who could walk, and very many who had to be 
carried The waggons of the Bed Cross had everything 
needed for the dressing of the -wounds ; a half-dozen doctors 
were there to receive and care for the wounded ; a kitchen 
was set up, and hot tea and soup was served out to the 
soldiers as fast as possible. When the sun rose in the 
morning, over 2,000 wounded Lay in the bivouac. Before 
night the number was nearly doubled, and for four days this 
little detachment of the society provided food for the great 
mass of wounded until the division ambulances and transports 
came up. Tea and warm food were served out twice a day, 
with spirits and wine, and by the time the transports came 
up for the wounded, nearly every article in the stores was 
used up. 

jater, the samo detachment, having replenished its exhausted 
stock of supplies, opened a hospital in Dolny Dnbnik, 
where twenty or thirty beds were set up in a deserted 
house. When the movement towards the Balkans was made, 
there was agam considerable difficulty in getting permission 
to follow the army, and only a limited number of waggons 
came along The medical students were given the choice of 
staying behind or going on foot, and they unanimously chose 
the latter course, and every one of them marched tho 'whole 
distance to Orkanieh. Two of the doctors of the detachment 
accompanied General Bauch on his trip over the mountains to 
the rear of the Pravea Pass, marched thirty-two hours with 
the infantry, and then dressed the wonnds of the soldiers 
under a hot nfle-fire. 

rhe devotion of tho doctors and students, indeed of eveiy one 
connected with the detachment, is so heroic, that one cannot 
do less than place them in the same rank with those ■^vho 
perform the actual deeds of valour in the face of tho enemy. 

I have found the doctors and students encamped in tho snow 
on the mountains, where the bullets dropped about, and tlio 
shells came whizzing in — everywhere, in fact, where there 
is any probability of an engagement, and consequent need 
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of tlieir service, tliey are , sure to Toe on liand. Here, in 
Orkanieli, wliere not a single article of warm clotliing for 
tlie troops lias arrived liy tlie military transports, tlie Bed 
Cross detacliment of tlie Princess Imperial kas given out 
many liiindreds of pairs of warm socks to tlie sick and tke 
well as tliey were needed ; over 600 Jerseys, upwards of 
100 fur pelisses, 500 caps, double the number of flannel 
waistbands, tbe larger part cut and sewed by tlie Sisters of 
Charity here, and felt boots, and slippers, and the like, in 
great abundance. The waggons containing these stores 
arrived before the roads were blocked, and now there is 
on the way a large transport laden with similar articles of 
clothing, of which the ofiicers and the soldiers alike are in 
the greatest need. 

With the thermometer down to zero, it may well be ima- 
gined that the things distributed by the detachment have 
been received as if they had fallen from heaven. The Bed 
Cross hospital, although designed for thirty beds, contains 
now 120, and, considering the means at hand, it is a marvel of 
comfort and cleanliness. As long ago as when the same detach- 
ment opened a hospital at Bogot, it established its reputation 
for unexampled care of the wounded, and the Emperor 
visited the tents on more than one. occasion, and presented 
the Sisters with souvenirs of his visits. Here it is a great 
piece of good fortune for a Avounded man to fall into the 
hands of the Bed Cross, and occupy a bed in the light Avarm 
rooms of the hospital, and the niimber of applications for 
admission are quadruple the number of beds. 

Hot the least service this detachment renders is the nourish- 
ment of the Avounded during the trip from here to the main 
hospitals. I have before alluded to the sufferings of the 
wounded men in the transports for the lack of food. It 
is just this Avant that the detachment proposes to supply. 
A number of food stations have been established between 
here and Plevna, and every transport train of wounded that 
passes will receive liberal quantities of warm food, the dele- 
gates of the society comprehending perfectly that first of all a 
wounded man requires proper nourishment. The distribution 
of food among the soldiers here I have not referred to par- 
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ticularly, because tbis would be understood to be one of tbe 
general objects of tbe society. Immense quantities of tea, 
sugar, spirits, and canned provisions, bave been distributed. 
Among tbe stores I noticed a number of cases from Sir. 
Lloyd, in tbe name of tbe British Society for tbe Aid of 
Sicb and Wounded in War. Considering tbe difficulties of 
transport, tbe impossibility of foreseeing anything like tbe 
present condition of tbe army in tbe Balkans, or of ade- 
quately preparing for sneb a campaign, tbe aid afforded by 
tbis Red Cross detacbment of the Princess Imperial is beyond 
all value Such enthusiastic energy and intensity of purpose 
should not go unrecorded. 

A few details on tbe composition of the detacbment may not be 
uninteresting. It now consists of tbe original section of the 
Red Cross Society, as I bave said above, under tbe protection 
of tbe Princess Imperial, with tbe three “ flying ambulances,” 
so called, sent out by tbe Empress It was the doctors of 
these flying ambulances I referred to as accompanying 
General Ranch. The hospital department is provided 
nominally with means for fifty beds, but really furnishes 
three times the number. With the two doctors attached to 
this section, the whole number of surgeons is increased to 
eight. There are two delegates who superintend the estab- 
lishment of tbe hospitals, the distribution of tbe stores, and 
the management of tbe transport; eighteen students of 
medicine, who assist in ojicrations and act as chief nurses ; 
forty male nurses, three Sisters of Chanty, apothecary, 
laundress, cook, drivers, and serrants. Ten waggons cany 
tbe baggage and tents, and the doctors and some of tbe 
students are now mounted. The detachment receives 
40,000 francs a month for expenses, and about half 
of tbis sum goes for salaries and wages. Altogether 
it is tbe most effective section of tbe Red Cross Society I 
bave yet seen in Bulgaria, doubtless partly because it has 
been allowed to reach its helping hand just to the point where 
assistance is most required; but its effectiveness is duo more 
than anything else to the tireless eneigy and devotion of the 
individual members of the little detachment. 
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•f HKM'QVAKTrns nr (JrN'ru.M. GoruKo. C’rm,\K. atak SoriA, 
Jh'i't'inhrr nii ('lirisiinns innniinj^r lu’irmi llioloiig- 

dofornnl forward hiovouumU am'ss ilir p'raf, IJallcans hdo 
the valloy of ^Solui. Tho jdaii of iho advanco liad liron lontc 
matured, every deiail most eari-ftilly studied, flu^ .irrouud 
laid out with maUiematieal esnetuess. tiud oidy tlie laelc of 
troops prevetd'al the earlier aiaaunplislimeuf of the move- 
3ueu{. h^irst. the delay at Imju'ritil headtiutiriers <o issue 
orders for the march of the reiuforeements iiifeuded for 
Getior.d Gourko : second, the severe storm and the had state 
of the roads. hav<? retarded the arrival of the additional 
troops until the very day hefore the advance was made. 

It has heon evident for .some time that General Gourko would 
either have to retire from the po.sit ions he had taken on the 
mountains near the Baha Konak Pass, or else cross the range 
at any cost, for the severity of the weather made it alino.stim- 
]tossihlc to bring np the supplies and ammunit ion, and life in 
tlie hivonacs on the mountain hecamo daily more and more 
ditncult. Scarcely a night passed hnt fi’O/.en hands and feet 
Avere counted hy hundreds. I’hirty soldiers were frozen to 
death during four days of the storm, and the nnmhcr of sick 
fi’oin exposure amounted to more than 2 , 000 . Before the 
snoAvstorm the mountain paths Averc rivers of mud, and 
AA'hcn these froze solid thej' hecame quite impassable, and 
steps had to he cut Avith axes. The thin shelter tents, torn 
hy tlie Avind, and Avitli diiliculty kept fastened to the ground 
in the gales, Avcrc exchanged for rude huts covered Avith 
turf and logs, and holes dug in the steep hanks among the 
trees. The transports containing Avarm clothing, Avhicli had 
been long talked of as on the road someAvhorc hetAveen Sistova 
and Orkanieli, Avere not CA^en expected to arriAm for Aveeks, and 
the soldiers make use of the skins of the bullocks and sheep 
to AATap their feet in and to make jackets of, hnt Avith such 
meagre resources there is little enough alloAuation of the 
suffering from the cold ; and men in the trenches along the 
AAvatershed are constantly exposed not only to the bullets of 
the enemy near - at hand, hnt to the insidious attacks of the 
frost, AA^hich too often proves a much more dreaded foe. 

Doubtless the Turks suffer in an untold degree, hut they have 
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mucli more skill than tho Hnssians, not only in constructing 
earthworks, hut in building shelters, and often the miserably, 
clad infantiyman behind tho breastworks will be found 
stowed away in comfortable little huts of logs and straw, 
where a small fire keeps several soldiers warm, and for the 
time he remains there he makes these huts his home, and 
defends them as such. The Russian infantryman, on the 
contrary, rarely considers himself at home in the trenches, 
hecause he remains but a few days, and then is relieved and 
sent elsewhere. This constant rotation adds greatly to the 
comfort of the soldiers, but for actual service in earthworks 
is a mistake, for the soldier who lives for weeks in a breast- 
work learns every foot of the ground in front, and when the 
time comes will advance with confidence or defend his hnt 
with desperation. The trenches at Plevna illustrated per- 
fectly the difference between the Turk and tho Russian in 
this respect So here, in tho Balkans, while the Russians 
endure eveij discomfort on the mountain tops, I donbt not 
that the enemy under the same conditions is comparatively 
comfortable. The severe cold was not only unexpected^ but 
is quite unseasonable, and wlien the reinforcements arrived 
they found themselves obliged to bivouac in thd* snow 
because every foot in the town of Orkanieh was already 
occupied. 

The scenes in Orkanieh during the storm and cold surpass de- 
scription Generals quartered in fireless rooms and in mud 
houses, and soldiers sheltered behind piles of snow, or 
clustered in groups about small fires, were patiently waiting 
day after day. Officers came in at all hours of the day and 
night, many on foot from Osikovo, unable to pass on horse- 
back because the road was blocked by cannon, exhausted, 
half frozen, seeking shelter which money could not bur. 
Salt failed, and bread became scarce. I have seen an officer 
give 15 francs for a small loaf. Wood was a luxury which 
few could obtain in any abundance, for, although there are 

• forests in every direction, all the empty carts were used 
in bringing wood for the hospitals and ovens, and tlicro 
were many cases of frozen feet and hands in tho toim 
itself. 



DISTRIBUTION OP THE TROOPS. 


287 


Tlie plan of tlie projected advance, as indeed tlie Tvliole order 
of tlie campaio-n tlins far, is mainly due, I believe, to tbe 
chief of General Gonrko’s staff, General Kaglovsky. The 
plan -was as precise as a mathematical problem, and the 
ivork v'as laid out as explicitly for each detachment. The 
physical difi&cnlties of crossing the high range that separates 
the valleys of Orkanieh and Sofia, in fact, the great Balkan 
range, were so much increased by the formation of ice, that 
it was altogether impossible to carry out the details of the 
plan. Therefore I will only give the general outline. 

The army was divided mto nine detachments. Three oJ^these 
were to form a column, which was to cross to the west of 
Araba Konak and come down into the villages of Cnriak, 
Potok, and Stolnik. The command of the advance guard of 
^this column, consisting of two battalions of the rifle brigad,e, 
the Praobrajenski and Simionovsky Regiments, one brigade of 
Kuban Cossacks and sixteen guns, was entrusted to General 
Rauch. The entire column numbered thirty-one battalions 
and forty guns, the Kuban Cossacks, one squadron of Cos- 
sacks of the Caucasus, and five squadrons of Dragoons. 

The second column, commanded by General W eliaminoff , com. 
posed of a brigade of the 31st Division of infantry of the 
line, two brigades of cavalry of the Guard, one battery of field 
pieces, and one horse battery, was directed to cross the range 
by the point marked on the Austrian map as Urmagas. 

The thh'd column, led by General Dondeville, was to turn the 
Turkish position on the summits east of the Pass, crossing 
the range where the word Bata is found on the map, debouch- 
ing into the valley at Mierkovo. 

The fourth column, commanded by General Schildener-Schuldner, 
was to demonstrate against Butikova. 

The fifth, column, comprising a regiment of Grenadiers, one and 
a half battalions of a regiment of the line, two sotnias of 
Cossacks, and two guns, was to remain in position near 
Slatica to watch Kamarli. 

With this disposition of the troops, it will easily be seen by the 
map that if either of the columns on the right flank reached 
the plain of Sofia to force the Turks, they would be menaced 
in the rear of their positions at Baba Konak Pass, and being 
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outnum'bcrocl throe to one, they ■would have to retire toTvard 
the Tatar BazardjLk chanssee, for no other road -n-ould he free 
to them. 

Before daylight on Christmas morning the bugles sounded the 
reveille again and again, and soon the infantry crowded the 
streets on the march towards Vracesi. It was bitterly cold 
and frosty- The fog had settled down so densely that before 
sunrise the darkness 'was absolutely impenetrable, and even 
after daybreak objects across the narro\v streets were vague 
and indistinct. The fog clung to the houses and trees and 
th^ clothing of the soldiers, and froze there, covering every 
surface "with a glistening garment of pnre white. At nine 
o’clock Greneral Gonrko and his staff left the town for the 
bivouac of the Dragoons on the chanssee just behind the 
positions there. 

It was a rare spectacle this group of horsemen as they moved 
slowly along the ice-paved chanssee. The aides-de-camp 
were dressed in the most fantastic costnmes. Some were in 
greatcoats of dressed skins ornamented with embroidery and 
buttons. Some were enveloped in Circassian cloaks, all 
doubled up •u'ith the weight of additional clothing, and with 
capnohons and •wraps about the head. General Gonrko, 
leading the group, TV’as alone dressed in a simple surtout, 
without mufflers of any kind He rode along apparently un- 
conscious that the frost was turning his beard white, and 
covering himself and horse with frozen crystals. It re- 
sembled more a carnival cavalcade than a general with his 
staff, the effect being heightened by the picturesque Kuban 
Cossacks in the convoy "with their sheepskin hats and curious 
weapons. 

Before we had been out half an hour icicles hung from the 
beards and from the horses’ months, and like a procession of 
so many Santa Clans we rode into the defile through the chill 
fog, the ■view being limited to the snow-laden trees along the 
roadside. The soldiers began to straggle, several dropped, 
overcome ^nth cold and fatigue, and some were injured by 
falling on the ice. Shortly after we passed Vracesi the fog 
became thinner, and the white mountain tops glistening in 
the sunlight shone through the mist as if hung in the air, for 
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tlie bases were - still sliroxided in vapour. A few minutes 
furtber, and we come out of the fog bank into tbe bright 
sunlight, and a warm south wind blew in oui* faces, melting 
the frost and softening the hard ice on the chaussee. 

The bivouac of the Dragoons, the place of rendezvous, was 
situated at a point whci-e the stream, {lowing eastward from 
the Eti'opol Balkans, meets the river at the chaussee. It is 
here where the road tiu'ns off to cross the mountains to 
Curiak, not whore the dotted line is on the map. This I’oad 
is called the old Sofia Road, and was the principal thorough- 
fare towards Etropol before the chaussee was made. It was 
totally disused for a number of years, and was never more 
than a narrow neglected bx-idle-ixalh. It was almost lost 
among the trees, and was gullied with the I'aiix aixd grown 
over with bxxshes. A few days ago two battalioixs of the 
Pi'avbrajensky regiment began to work oix the path, graded 
it somewhat, vddened it nearly the whole extent, and cut 
steps in the ice in the stceixest place up to the summit. A 
portion of the way was in fxxll sight of the Tuikish redoubts 
east of Ai’aba-Konak. Thei’efore work could be undertaken 
only at night, and Avhen the advance was made the path was 
so good that it was believed that cannon coxxld be brought up 
vdth horses. When we arrived at the bivouac of the Dragoons 
part of the advance guard had already moved thiough the 
defile towards the west. The weather had gi’ovux cold again, 
and waiting in the snow was disagreeable. At this point 
the Pxincess Imperial section of the Red Cross Society had 
established its head-quarters and erected six Iribitkas, which 
began already to be filled with men injtu’ed by falling on the 
ice. Nearly' the whole day we stood thei’e, and the column 
did not move a rod an hour. 

I finally determined to make my way to the summit, and started 
off two hours before sunset. The way was completely blocked 
vdth artillery and infantry. The soldiers had made fires along 
the path and were cooking their suppers, and eveiybody 
seemed to be taking matters very easy. Hard climbing 
brought me to the first difficult place in the path, and here I 
discovered the cause of the delay. Poxir guns and their 
caissons were being hauled up by hand. The ropes were 
VOL. II. U 
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ontnum'bcred tlireo to one, they wonld hare to retire toward 
tlio Tatar Bazardjik chaussee, for no other road would be free 
to them. 

Before daylight on Christmas morning the bugles sounded the 
reveille again and again, and soon the infantry crowded the 
streets on the inarch towards Vracesi. It was bitterly cold 
and frosty. The fog had settled down so densely that before 
sunrise the darkness was absolutely impenetrable, and even 
after daybreak objects across the narrow streets were vague 
and indistinct. The fog clnng to the houses and trees and 
the* clothing of the soldiers, and froze there, covering every 
surface with a glistening garment of pure white. At nine 
o’clock General Gourko and his staS left the to>\Ti for the 
bivouac of the Dragoons on the chaussee just behind the 
positions there. 

It w’as a rare spectacle this group of horsemen as they moved 
slowly along the ice-paved chaussee. The aides-de-camp 
were dressed in the most fantastic costumes. Some were in 
greatcoats of dressed skins ornamented with embroidery and 
buttons. Some were enveloped in Circassian cloaks, all 
doubled up with the weight of additional clothing, and with 
capuchons and wraps about the head. General Gourko, 
leading the group, was alono dressed in a simple surtout, 
without mufflers of any kind He rode along apparently un- 
conscious that the frost was turning his beard white, and 
covering himself and horse with frozen crystals. It re- 
sembled more a carnival cavalcade than a general with his 
staff, the effect being heightened by the picturesque Kuban 
Cossacks in the convoy with their sheepskin hats and curious 
weapons. 

Before we had been out half an hour icicles hung from the 
beards and from the horses’ months, and like a procession of 
so many Santa Claus wc rode into the defile through the chill 
fog, the view being limited to the snow-laden trees along the 
roadside. The soldiers began to straggle, several dropped, 
overcome with cold and fatigue, and some were injured by 
falling on the ice. Shortly after we passed Vracesi the fog 
became tbinner, and the white mountain tops glistening in 
the sunlight shone through the mist as if hung in the air, for 
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tlie bases ■sverc - still sliroiidccl in vapour. A few minutes 
furtber, and we come out of tlic fog bank into tbc bright 
sunlight, and a warm south wind blc^r in our faces, molting 
the fi'ost and softening the hard ice on the chaussee. 

The bivouac of the Dragoons, the place of rendezvous, w'as 
situated at a point where the sti'cam, floAving eastAvard from 
the Etropol Balkans, meets the riA^er at the chaussee. It is 
here AA’here the road turns off to cross the mountains to 
Oiiriak, not AA-here the dotted line is on the map. This road 
is called the old Sofia Road, and AA'as the principal thorough- 
fare toAA’ards Etropol before the chaiissee AA'as made. It AA'as 
totally disused for a number of j'cars, and AA’as never more 
than a narrow neglected bridle-path. It aa’us almost lost 
among the trees, and AA’as gullied AAnth the rain and groAvn 
over AA'ith bushes. A fcAA’ days ago tAA’o battalions of the 
Pravbrajensky regiment began to AA'ork on the path, graded 
it someAA'hat, AAndened it nearly the Avhole extent, and cut 
steps in the ice in the steepest place up to the summit. A 
portion of the AA'ay Avas in full sight of the Tui’kish redoubts 
east of Araba-Konak. Therefore AA’ork could be undertaken 
only at night, and AA’hen the advance was made the path Avas 
so good that it AA'as believed that cannon could be brought up 
AA’ith horses. When we arriA’ed at the bivouac of the Dragoons 
part of the advance guard had already moA’ed through the 
defile towards the AA’est. The AA’eather had gi’OAA’n cold again, 
and waiting in the snow AA'as disagreeable. At this point 
the Princess Imperial section of the Red Cross Society had 
established its head-quarters and erected six Iribitkas, AA’hich 
began ali’eady to be filled Avith men injui’ed by falling on the 
ice. Rearly'the whole day Ave stood there, and the column 
did not move a rod an hour. 

I finally determined to make my AA’ay to the summit, and started 
off two hours before sunset. The way was completely blocked 
AA’ith artillery and infantry. The soldiers had made fires along 
the path and were cooking their suppers, and eveiybody 
seemed to be taking matters very easy. Hard climbing 
brought me to the first difficult place in the path, and here I 
discovered the cause of the delay. Pour guns arid their 
caissons AA’ere being hauled up by hand. The ropes were 
VOL. II. u 


290 


WAR CORCESPOXDEXCE. 


short, permitting not more than sixty men to take hold, and 
even this number worked with exasperating deliberation. ■ If 
was soldiers of the lino that were detailed to bring np the 
first cannon. They were small men, unused to snch work, 
and after a long march from Plevna did not enter with any 
enthusiasm into the novel and exhausting labour. 

General Rauch stood half-way up the first steep incline, en- 
couraging the men to pull, and spurring np the officers. 
Long after dark I worked my way up from one crowd of 
soldiers to another. The intervals between the cannon grew 
longer and longer, and when I reached the first one I found 
the men all lying about resting as calmly as if it were not an 
important part of the plan of the enterprise that all the 
troops should get np the mountain before morning. The 
officers lay down and slept. The men made fires. Others 
scooped a hole in the snow, and were soon snoring peacefully. 
The choruses which had sounded along the path as the 
soldiers hauled the heavy caissons np, inch by inch, finally 
ceased altogether, and apparently everybody slept. 

On the mountain, however, there was one man fully awake and 
alive to the importance of eneigetio efforts, and that man 
was General Rauch. The whole night long he climbed up 
and down that slippery path endeavouring to communicate 
some of his activity to the officers and men. The distance 
up the mountain was, perhaps, four miles, and the entire 
route was lined with soldiers sleeping on the ice or gathered 
aronnd small fires in the snow. When they were awakened 
and ordered to move on, they never showed any impatience, 
hut with their immitable sang froid got up and walked 
a few paces and then slept again, dropping down like dead 
men. 

Towards midnight General Gourko came up the path, followed 
by his staff. He could no loi^r enduro the delay, and his 
sleepless energy would not permit him to remain inactive in 
the rear. A Cossack post was found on the summit of the 
watershed, and here the General and his staff lay domi on 
the snow around two fires, which were kept low that the 
enemy might not notice them, and slept like the soldiers. 
The Pravbrajensky reppment had advanced into the village of 
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m'ialv, alreadj' for some days occupied l)y tlie Dragoon out- 
posts, and wntli tliem part of i.lic train of packliorses Lad 
descended in tLc early part of the nigLt, so that tliero was 
little to eat and measre comfort in tLc snow Livounc. Officers 
and soldiers lay aroiind indisci’iminately as near tlie fires as 
tLey could get, for tLe icy wind was blowing across iLe peak, 
and tLe snow was freezing Lard. 

PLe sun rose on a scene of wonderfrvl picturesqueness and a. 
landscape of serene beauty. Generals and aides-de-camp, 
some A\Tappcd in bonrkas and furs, some in overcoats alone, 
witLout additional covering, lay tLcre in tLe snow Lnddled 
togetLer about tLe fires. Cossacks and dragoons were already 
busy witL tLcir cooking, and Lundreds of Lorses tied to tLe 
trees about tLe bivouac stamped impatiently in tLe snow. 
SoutLward lay tLe gi-eat plain of Sofia, its pui-e wLite face 
only broken by little dark lines wLere tLe villages were, and 
beyond, Lalf veiled in dense clouds, were tLc mountains 
fiu’tLer soutL, and tLe great peak Vitos tLat towers over 
Sofia. TLi’ougL tLe trees eastward was clearly visible tLc 
great bare peak near tLe Bilia-Konak Pass, and tLe lines of 
tLe TurldsL works were di-awn on tLe snow as plainly as 
pencil marks on wLite paper. General RaucL, always on 
foot, clambered up to the bivouac for a few moments’ rest, 
and to consult witL General Gomko, tLe motive power, and 
General Maglovsky, tLe soul of tLe enterprise. TLen botL 
General RaucL and General Gourko were olf again to Lasten 
tLe movements. 

I must pause to say one word in unqualified praise of tLe 
General wLo Las taken upon Limself tLe awful responsibility 
of tLe passage of tLe Balkans in tLe dead of winter witL 
tLe flower of tLe Russian Axmy, tLe cLoice Corps of tLe 
Guard. Rever for a moment Lave I seen Lim lose Lis presence 
of mind, or sLow tLe sligLtest signal of discouragement. 
Always giving a personal example of energy and endurance, 
always exceeding in activity any of Lis officers, determined 
and courageous, Le Las .tLe rare qualities wLicL make Lim a 
tLorougL soldier and inspire tLe confidence of tLe men Le 
leads. WitL all tLe weigLt of responsibility upon Lis 
sLoulders Le laboured physically more than Lis officers, and 
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liis enthnsiam and energy, liroT^lit out dearly in tliis difficnK 
passage of tlie mountains, are simply sublime. 

Perhaps it is not altogether fair to criticize the work of the 
soldiers, whose task is never too easy, and whose life in the 
cold and snow has little except physical discomfort in it ; 
but I cannot help believing that if the men had worked in 
reliefs, and had conceived the importance of haste, the entire 
column would have passed up the mountain in the time 
planned. To he sure allowance had not been made for the 
slippery state of the roads ; but the active brains that had 
planned the movement had counted on an echo of their 
enthusiasm. At all events, by noon on the 26th only four 
four .pounders with caissons were placed on the watershed. 
News had come from the column on the right that the road 
T\as well nigh impassable, and nothing whatever was heard 
from Dondeville on the left ; but the Guard had started up 
the mountains near Etropol, and worked ■uith a ■null, singing 
and joking all the time during the long day wo waited there 
chafing Tvnth impatience The road down to Cnriak being in 
sight of the Torlnsh positions vfos closed by patrols, and no 
movement permitted in that direction. Everywhere all over 
the mountain - top soldiers bivouacked in the snow in 
picturesque groups, cooking their food and drying their 
clothing, under little shelters constructed of snow and 
branches. 

When the twilight came on we all started down the mountain, 
everybody on foot, for the path was so steep and slippery 
that no horse could carry a rider down. A snowstorm began 
before we had gone far and doubled the difficulty of the 
descent. Part of the way wo slid down like so many 
schoolboys, and afterwards let ourselves do>vn through the 
undergrowth, for the road was one solid sheet of ice. Two 
or three miles of this work brought us to the head of the 
valley, and wo were over the Balkans, breathless -ndtli the 
exertion of the descent. Wo paused a moment, and shook 
hands in the darkness, and then pushed on to tho village, 
•whoro we slept under a roof as peacefully as if the Turks 
were twenty miles instead of one mile away. How the 
cannon came down this side it is almost impossible to tell. 
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fov tlie road was for a long distance only a gnlly made by the 
rain, and tbo incline -was so steep and slippery that it Avas 
almost impossible to stand npon tlio road. Ilowever, tbo 
fonr-ponnders Avero in tbc Anllagc at daybreak, and tbe regi- 
ment of tbe line tiled tbrongb in tbc forenoon. 

Curiak is a small Aollagc bidden aAvay in a gorge, and a narroAA’- 
A'alley Avinds tbrongb tbe bills to tbc plain ■ bo5'ond, a couple 
of bmu’s’ ride distant. At da 3 *brcak on tbc 27tb tbo Cir- 
cassian outposts AA’crc standing on a little bill scarcely a mile 
UAvay, and avg suav an ofliccr Aviib bis siafi: come up and take 
a look, then gallop aAA'ay. Tbc Brigade of Kuban Cossacks 
Avas sent doAA-n tbe A^allc}* Avitb one regiment of infantry to 
tbe left, and one up on tbc beigbt to tbc right. Tbero Avas a 
little popping in tbc A'allej'. Tbe Turks in a little rifle pit on 
tbe bill fired four I’ounds and tlion retired. 

Tbe enterprising Kub.ans pushed ahead and saAv out on tbc 
plain a long transport train sloAA'ly moving toAvards Baba- 
Konak. They received orders to try and capture it. Aboiit 
three o’clock tAvo squadrons — scarcely more than a hundred 
horsemen — dashed doAvn into tbe .plain and cut off half tbe 
train, more than 200 Avaggons laden Avitb provisions and 
forage. The tAvo squadrons of Turkish regular caA^ali’y and 
Circassians retired' immediately, AAben tbe Kubans came 
doAvn ; but finding tbej’ Avere not outnumbered, returned and 
gave battle. After a short sharp fight, in AA’^bich ten Turks 
Avere killed and tAVO Cossacks Avounded, tbe waggons Avere 
left in tbe Russians’ bands. Tbe Cossacks cut tbe telegTapli 
AAdres, tbe infantry took up positions on tbe bills near tbe 
plain, past tbe village of Potop, and the passage of tbe 
Balkans Avas an accomplished fact. 

At tbe same time tbe column of DondeAulle Avas seen descending 
tbe slopes near Mirkova like a great black serpent. A feAV 
prisoners were taken, Avbo reported that tbe movement Avas a 
complete surprise, Avbicb seems incredible, considering tbe 
delays Avbicb occurred and tbe impossibility of finding routes 
which Avere not in plain sight of tbe enemy. However, 
yesterday tbe brigade of Cossacks raided up to tbe river 
Isker, surprised and routed various bands of Turkish Cir- 
cassians, and cut off part of a large transport, escorted by two 
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squadrons of cavalry and a battalion of infantry, gathered over 
GOO bead of cattle and a large flock of sheep, and returned 
at night to Stolnik, having killed threescore of the enemy 
with a loss of three wounded. 

Late last evening the column of General "Wilhelminof began to 
debouch into this valley, the descent to Zilava having proved 
impracticable. These troops have undergone the most severe 
hardships, and report that the storm on the mountain was 
terrible. Soldiers who paused for a few moments became 
indistinguishable from masses of snow. Many strayed 
away. All suffered from want of food ; and when they 
arrived here after an almost continuous march of five days, 
and for thirty.six hours without a halt, they were drenched 
and half frozen together. 

The crossing has thus far cost very few lives, and it was ac- 
complished, too, in the face of unusually severe weather, 
and to the complete surprise of the enemy. The Cossacks 
have played a most important part in this movement, and the 
history of their actions would make a most interesting letter. 
They bring in prisoners almost every day, half-naked and 
scarcely recognizable as human beings, Turkish-Circassians 
^\ho have come into their bnes believing them to be of the 
same army from the similarity of dress Yesterday a blond 
young Kuban Cossack came nding in -with a child of three 
years old slung in the mane of his horse as a cradle. The 
child was happily eating a morsel of hard bread, and had 
been thrown away by its mother from one of the transport 
waggons which escaped. The tenderness with which the 
Cossack handled the child, and the expression that his face 
■wore as he fed the baby and gave it trinkets to play with, 
were moat tonching. When the child was taken from the 
horse to ho given to the Red Cross attendants it cried lustily, 
and refused to he consoled. 

The situation to-day promises a speedy advance. The chauss6e 
is occupied in force, and a laigo number of battalions of 
infantry, with artillery in abundance, arc in possession of 
Ilesnica. The soldiers of Wilhelminof’s column who liave 
reached here are half dead with hunger and fatigue, but find 
plenty of Indian com iu the village to cat. They started 
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pue ‘noissiTOO jo auifio e qji.M ^ixio raaq'j aSaeqo ^jsnoxjxiatos 
-Tioo uBo j ■qonm se ajinb oonxyjsisse aq? papaau sJarpjos 
xiAio Axoqj xraqAA sqjnx papunoAA jo jnoABj txi xioi^om^stp 
■B aqBtn xaaq^ iiaas j aAuq oano xioq^ ©aoj^ •^jjdxnoAd ajora 
on pajoxj OAeq p^noAi ^©if} papnnoAi. haao Ataqj pajn(jdeoa.t 
puq ^©qj ji 0Aai[aq ^jnup j *japaaaAns ©q^ a©;J'© sXep 

Jtioj JO aajqj {i^nu ‘saAijdno bb spxrqq jxaqj ojux passed pxjq 
oqAV naiu aq^ jo ^joddns aq^. joj ajqisnodsaj aJOAx. i©q^ ^eqj 
TjOBj aqj ojBioajddt? 'joxi ptp ^©q^ ‘pjOAv n xix 5 uoi^btx'Jxs aqj 
^jjBop pnoqaadraoo jo Bjouosud aiaij^ spJBAxoj sGi^np Jtoqj o; 

oro 
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1 *11 •'lOA 

8T[q. JO q.uoTTcXojd'tno o-qq. m Xpora-TOj tasqq jo XTnBni 
‘TLAioq oqq nt SJonSxo.ioj jCu’Eui q-BOxg -b oat} o.ioqj, •goTXjd oqq jo 
sxnqoid snjq v sv anj^A oiqqii; OAuq qm ‘saAiqiSrij noiq'Bjndod sqr 
j];T3q pu-B ‘pouatiq sostioq qsoq aqq jo otnos ‘poqaosajD oab sdoqs 
pdiottud sqi naqAi. ‘aratq sxqq qo? Xqio q^qq quoq'E aqt.iAA xnxo 
p qBqq .ouiqqjCuB qixqq qDaqiJosap uaaq uaqjo os i!p'Ba.qi3 SBq "Bpog 

•paq'BToa.iddB aq oq ipapjoaoj aq oq 
jfl^Tio paatt ‘xiOTqoaqoad qs^aq aqq qou a.iaAV Tcoiqisod jaq pu-B 
xas jaq TiaqAx. ainiq 'B q-B qsod jaq qix pauiixtaa.i p.xopoU'B.iqg 
i^pBq qijqq qoi 3 j aqq, ^ notnqsiq°n:g; st; puxj ‘snoaS.ms sx; 
‘xiaxn SB xnaqq jo paqoad-sa aq oq sbav qBqAi axiop OAxxq i!aqq 
qBqq xiBqq xnaqq ttaAtS aq asiBxd qsnC a.xoxit Xub ubq qBxxiap) 
-jqas JO jBap qBaj.8 b qqxAX. pxiB ‘jCqqdxnoxd ‘i!qqiij.xaaqo ‘Xqtip 
.naqq axiop aABq i!aqq qBqq si qBqq piuB ‘axaq paniBxna.i oqAt 
xiaxnqsi{.oirg[ aqq .loj jCbs oq pjOiVi ano jCqno aABq j -iiAvoq 
aqq ni paxnBxnaj ‘(aoiAxas qsxq.iTip, aqq ni .xaqqBj aqq jjb) 
s.ioqoop xiBuija-0 jBiaAas puB ‘uBOx-ianxY ano ‘nBinqsqSng; 
.laqqo ano qqm jaqqaSoq ‘sqnBqsissB .naqq pnB ‘(sso.tQ paqj 
aqq jo) sSuinnap pxnB ‘.81113; ‘nos.ieqdoBj^ ‘qooppng -s.tq; 
‘(qnatnqoBqap asnog p.tojfuqg aqq jo) Xqsng pnB axqqB A\ 
•s.X(j ‘nosnaqdaqg mq sapisag; •snoaSxas .laqqo OAxq .to 
ano JO p)iB aqq qqm SBqB.iB nt pnBq jCq s.iaqqo .§ni8.oB.q) pinB 
qoBq sxq no ainos SniSnT.iq ‘.toj luoo.t sbav a.xaqq SB qiaqinnoAV 
jDoq.iasap) aqq jo j.CnBxn sb jBqxdsoq aqq oq .oniq.TodsnB.tq 
nt SniAvoqoj noona.ioj aqq puB qqSin pB qiaq.tOAV ‘noaS.iixs 
s,p.TojSnB.iqg jCpBq ‘nosnaqdaqg mq; qnxB ‘/xu.ib aqq paAvopoj , 
pxnB spaq .iioqq qj0{ sqnotqBd aqq jo -^nBin noiqBnoBAO aqq 
Snt.in(][ 'pooqs.tapnu Xpp)Ba.i aq pxAv sxqq .loj ‘sqnania.8nB.T.iB . 
■[Bn.ioqxii aqq asre-id' oq osund qon poon j pxiB ‘asnoq-poqos 
0.o.iB-[ B saidnooo ’jBqidsoq aqq i pop ^CpxBon .xaqninn sqnaxqBd 
aqp, -sp-iBAV qna.Tojjxp oqq nt p)ai!opIxno o.igav oqAV snBx.tB.o[ug; 
aqq jo snoiq.iasop) oqq jfq pasnBO snotqdn.x.xoqnt aqq Sni.t.xBq 
‘[Bnsn SB no qnoAV '[Bqxdsoq atg nx q.xoAv oqq pxnB ‘nt.xB .xiaqq 
nodn qnaosa.xQ .to sso.xQ ptag; aqq qqx.w qdoosa ssBd oq pxaqqttn 
-.tod SBAV ano on pxnn ‘sooux;.tqno oipq pp! qn paoBpd ilpaqBipxoxn 
-mx SBAV pD.tBtxS Y ’-Toptia oq pxoAVOjpB o.xaAv i!axpq a.xojaq pozxS 
-opodB pxuB ‘oqBqsxni .txoqq Aviis qnq ‘qnaosa.TQ pxap aqq qqxAv 
paqnaxnBn.xo sbav qt osnBOoq ‘pxBaxp sqx.tojSxxB.tqg jCpBrp nto.xj 
dBO aipq SnxAvo.tqq ‘noissxxupxB papxnBnxap) pxnB pxxqxdsoq spx.ioj 
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•Saraurt^o ^sota oic 

arttiuiim oiioq^cJm-fs n pn^ oauxS oatu qitAi sjoogjo uwssti^ 
oqi JO oqt BOAioaiU puc ‘5tioi jCcp \[a nTuo;^ erq spt’aj 

puw osnoq eiq nt sjrs ‘oofj oj ojqcan ‘oqAi qjnj, pp ono pnnoj 
oAtiij I 'll vvo? Qij; m pouimnoj soijmitjj qspjxnj, oa lo a\oj 
'S jaojjs otp ui wfvoq oAtiq S[arji5d oq'j oouis poj'jttntaoD 
nooq OAtjq Baop.inTu sjaodoj oqi nugnoo ppioo oqAv. 

OHO otr panoj OAcq j ‘sjoqg |vjoao 3 pjuaq OAtjq p qSnoq^ps ■jnq 
‘jqSiu 5 H sjoaijs otj^ ni °uug oxuot uooq scq woqj, 'smuo jo 
oscojoai pHU sootA A\Qu ^nautio sji aj 'jqSnojq soq pnii ‘ojdood 
o«oqj JOAO ^doAVS stiq jtlw jo oacav oqj, 'aoinqS Suissud 
V jounjo (jau P 5 P ‘dn onop ojrab pnc ‘pOAJBjS'jjcq ‘uazojj 
•j[cq ‘uoos JOAO ojo.u. s^oOToq "atqooi-paqojoJAi. 'ajqtjjosinr 
gsora mjj ‘uavoj oq; ojni ^qJSnojq ftiOAi. oqAi sDaSnjoj qsiqjnj^ 

JO optijtjjntu 'juoj 3 oq^ putj ‘sjoojjs oq'j ui n-cui papunoAv tj oj 
uotjnojjT! jCao sicd auo oa ‘pAvoJo « jaq'jaSoj Sauq ^oa saop 
ojg Y •oat! Q^doad oq; otjoqjTjJo Avoq eAjasqo o; snouno st ;j 
'ooad .^atJ ;a [p?s o% ojns ojc jfoq? Aiocrq /aqj joj ‘ejjsord 
u do.ip iOAQU A\oa ‘popntiniap /[joaiSuo xniis oq; pJTq;- 0 no 
o; spooS jpq; jo ooud aq; m oAiop atnoa X]^TijdOT!.tS p^noAi 
oSb qooAv ti oqAv ‘savo^ioj exoBS ©saqj, •Sutp^api ;Tioq;tAi. 
gjT.«j; Avon oq; o; Saqo pan ‘saotjd Jioq; e^diuponb iaq; pun 
'BUBissii^ oq; ?U 3 j; o; Aioq pnifjsjapan o; siopBi; aatjaeAari 
oq; joj Sno[ oqu; ?on saop ?i 'aoud jo ssajpacSaj ‘sai;i;n'Biib 
;i!SjS m saojstAOid inq pou ja;Tmoo aq; ;t! aoBid u joj Avoqja 
pntJ pAvojo oqAv ‘sias-cqoind q;m paSaisaq ajB uado oib ;'i 3 q; 
sdoqs Avaj oq; joj ‘[p; XiaAo ureao saiqnoj ‘aa;unoo ^oaq uodn 
sSau pio£) ‘Xijanoo aq; jo -jBq; s;tiB[ddn 8 ^aaoui u’etssti'y; 
oq; ^[qomb Aioq oos o; Sarsudjns ei ;p 'noTi^jJinoJTO pjauaS 
ai Avou ojTj saiqtioa aoissng pau ‘esojq;joAv bt Xaaout jadod 
X[sn[JXijj • 83 j;stjid jnoj pao aajq; aoj p[os ^jtpBai Srnaq jboj 
0i;sT}td -c ‘poojq o; uaAO ‘aoijjodojd oqx^ at uasu strq optjJ'B 
.T 0 q;o ^aAa puo ‘aao;xtg sgauq Avon soutjjj oav; joj p^os qotqAv 
^“FA'i. noA^ jfjrpBOj scAi oSn qaaAV a jnqAV joj 

saajsoid opg Avon oSjBqo /oq; ajaqAV ‘sjncJnBjsaj nerju;! pni 5 
qoaaJ^ aio o-J^^qX qaaoon ntqjojj joap tj q;tAv ara paia-wsan 
osaoq /to ppq oqAV /oq uma-BSpg oDJit oq; pviB ‘;aai;s 
oq; at pjoaq j oSonSaoi nnip;! •aBu;snY 

pnB ‘u-cjp;j 'qoaoj^ eq; — ^nreraoj s^nsnoo eojqx •eara-Gdtaoo 
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Gjojaq AiOTis eqq. no JGqniTni Jioqq. j-['Bq (fjo]; pTn 3 ‘spaq Jiatp. 
nodti STX'Bissri'jj oq;; qq.fM. qo-eq potrxaq. c}sb[ Cf-B ptiB 'ajq O];qTja; 0 :^ 
oq!). i!q q.Tio poumqq. p^^nn ptctioxS .qaqq. ppq puB ‘goj Jraqq. jo 
aoTiB^STp .StrT!}!}0Tioi!Bq tnqq.tM. adop aqq. dn cfq.§tB.ps TtBa; axita B 
jjBq aoj ppqiLioo nado nB ssojob .oniOTiBApB JapB oqAt ‘sqauq, 
aq!^ JO tasTOjaq aqj oj SiiTi!j]:q.saj ‘spd-apij •aBissnp; JAoqBqs 
aqj JO jaaj pOT P'^ap 9q!} Jo j.iBd aajB0.iS aqq, 

■pBap aqj SnTddMjs jo qsBq a{qT.ia;oq .qaqj atLTitjTioo subtjbS 
-pig aqj jCbp spjq. oj naAa pnB ‘sasd.ioo qjiAi. iiA4.a.ijs Xjqoiqq. si 
■a.§BpiA aqj jo ijpiiou. aqj ni uoiSa.i aqj, 'OOS'l psptmo^A ut 
! QOS JO sp.TBAvdti jso]; ilaqq. atro[B 'pa^pq nq -^Bp aqj pamB§ 
XpiBan i!.iaA Xaqj jBqj ‘ssanssappaj qons qjLM. paoiiBApB pnB 
paAL os pa.iAiiaatiBui sq.mq, aqj ‘p .iBatc puno.iS qaAoj aqj pnB 
pBo.i aqj papnBBinioo pnB nasoqo jjaAV a.iaAi snopisod nBissng 
aqj qSnoqjjY -paspida.i sbav Anana aqj JBqj ‘05S 
qjfAV pnB ‘s.inoq anios jo jqSg ao.iaq b .lajjB jfjno sbav p pnB 
‘nopBjadsap jBa.iS qjiAV jo.iBSng jCnjo£) .iBan paqoBjjB sbav 
jonxinTaqp A\ I'B.ianer) iq papnBninioo juantqoB^ap aqj Xbq 
s,.TBa_j^ Avaqq nQ •pooqjnoqqSian ajBrpaiunii sp oj qoBO.iddB 
aqj pajsisa.i pBq iaqq. sb .inoSiA qonnr sb jSBa]; jb qjpw 
0OB[d aqq. qinajap pino^A pnB ‘niwoj oqj jo nopBdnooo' jCsbb 
jnaAa.td oj 0 O. 1 OJ jnatoqjns qjpvv puBjs b aqBin p[noAV sq.mjj 
aqj jBqq. a^qBqoad paraaas p ‘snopBOipni pB tao.ig •BiiAajg 
JO pBj aqj SB qiajoadxann sb sbav Bgog jo noijBnoBAa aqjj 
— •'i[gQ rummvf ‘vijog ‘osimoq) iTiiaNa-Q 50 saai'avnOcn’aqq + 

•anioo^oAV o.taAv s.iadBdsAvan jBqj painStmit aq jCBtn ji ‘qjgq 
jaqntaAOjq am qiaqOBO.i pBnc jsb{ iini sy •annj SBniqsi.iqQ 
oq dn ifqxBan s.iadBd qninoj aABq oav a.iaq aoj ‘pgioAv aqq oq 
ajoni aouo qoBq sn qqSno.tq SBq ngog oq qisiA .inQ •oonaiqBd 
aqq oq .SutXiq qinB noiquqiqsnoo ox|q oq Sm.iBOAV si ppo aqq 
qqiAV qq.og qiiBqsnoo B qjnB ‘o.ioz Avopq soa.iSop aAg qB .laqain 
-oiu.iaqq aqq qqiAv Suipi.! opBao.iSvispi si qj MaqqBaAV .laqipin 
.loj adoq oav a.iaqq jiub ‘asiiuo.id piiB sappiqissod’ jo pnj si 
sniBqnnoin jo aSuB.i qxan aqq qino^Caq niB[d qBa.iS aqq ‘sapisag 
•aAoni oq noos g.ib oav jC.x.ios qon niB j os ‘ni .laqniAV oq aoBfd 
qnBSBa^d b aq qon qpAV Bgog ‘noiqBpdod SniqBog oS.iBt b jo 
aonasa.id aqq qinB suoisiAo.id jo .noiqdiutisnoo aqq ‘a.iaq j^pAp 
jfjaA .laAan sbav qoiqxv ‘ssatnsnq jo uoiqBiiSBqs jBiq.iBd aqq qqiy\\ 
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JO ppp ‘oraim oravs oq} jo pnojod v 90U 

uinuij‘»;[°tr.£ painvK’3 oq} jjosini poijsi^t’S Sauuti 

‘joiKSny .(tuoQ JO oSuiijA oij} ui sjojaBTibpuoii oqj punoj 
j uot[\v ^qSiupjut ^souiju swv\ •ontsojapid puts oijunniip 
X[it»jiopuo.u s« om oj poquosap si onnos aqj juq ‘jouosrud 
piiu popunoAv Tiooq psq tJqauj '^oqj oqUQ pnCJf) oqj 

oj jua*? uooq pT!q qotqw tuodoj oqi jo qjn.xj oqj munoosu oj 
qSujgo? jfO powjnqSuu.cq‘qs|«ui3iSffiqj?»?iiosojd fou su.u j 
•poiujipouiojd Saoj lou suav noijotujsDp sji ‘jsqj SAioqs quomooi 
^suj oqj ^xj ?i uanq oj ^dmajju oqj pac ‘ojqnojj puc ^ciap 
ojjjq ou posnua OAuq ppxoAv joau aqj jo oiicsssd oqj ‘dn 
UA\0[q uooq puq o 3 puq oqj jj -Xuav oaiS pinoAi. Suuoop oqj 
!pjqj noijtqoodso ^jsjaamora m poAvoipj gtqs siq puc ‘qacq 
•osaoq tio oSpuq oq^ joao sscd oj 9Uo ^sag eqj ‘oqoras pnc arasp 
oq; qSno.rqj sso(i [003 patnojsnooe siq qjtAi ^bai siq Snrqcnr 
‘jqStaq sq ;tj scav ojg oq; opqAi passojo oqjno^ ^uianax) 
'^najsa ?i}ajt 3 Xnt 5 oj paScmcp sbav 
oanjoiia;*! oq^ oaojaq oig oq> poqstuSui^xo puu ‘sjod jaddoo 
jtoqj q?j-'i. saaqttnj Saioinq sq? nodu MOns puu js^uav Aioiq^ 
oj tioSaq puu ‘^tj.upcaq poutcS psq satnBg 8q^ eiojsq 

oSpuq oq^ paqoBOj sjaip[OS dqj, ^joi laq^ sb sumrpzB^ jo 
oSc[[L^ oqj pau aSpuq aq'j o% aig ^ai'jias ‘soxitqsisai jsuq aa^ju 
poaijoj ^aq^ pac ‘qucg jaq^to Xq sqjnj;, aq^ Saitun^ ‘ooi axp no 
possojo !}nami 9 aj iqsaafaiqow^j aqj; 'joaii aqj jo eScsscd 
oq^ 'jaaAdjd pajdoiajjc Xaq) 'dAaasai ai joqoma stq^ samt^ 
oojqj pac saqoaajj aqj aj sjioqc^ aajq'j jco oai^ jo ^jaaaiqotqap 
c qji-u. pac ‘aSpuq aqj paoiaq pcoj aqj opxs aaq^ja ao sqaoAV 
-qjaca axoi jo auq tjacqs c dn iL\xoaq^ pcq ^raana aqj, 
aqj A3AO aSpuq paaaAoo aqj jcau ao SxnoS qstnutqs aiJjq 
dicqs c JO sjoqs Axaj ijsag aq;» acoq oj omij ui ^snC eScpiA 
oqj paqocaj ag 'uooa qc uasoqscj, ^joj 3 aiAcq ‘jojcScg 
Xojof) jc sc-o. oqAUor) jcJonaQ nooxuajjc Soiaaojjoj aqj^ 
•pacAiqjnos jjcaajaj /jssq sjr nj jjjBracg pnoiaq S{iiq 

oq; dn e^g aqacj Jo Xnuc aqj qcuo^ cqcjy acaa 

SaiqojcAi. aioAi. oaa ajjqAi ao SajoS sbav ^qSg ®HX 

•patjnq 

8J3Ai. pcop acissng aqj ^^no qnq ‘ppg oqj 50 pamco ajOAi. 
sapis qjoq ao papnnoAA oqj qOTq.u. Suijnp ‘aojqsnaic ac 
SCAV. eaaqj !jqSg eq^ ’pcoi aqj ao aic 2 c patuJOj Xaqj 
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pnooas 'B s:).Ti9taota avgj ns nj •jtiotaTUT 0t];q. jo 9T[q. 

!}.ip9j;o p]^noo 9no on pti'B ‘ilajp 'jxott g-qq. jo oqqq'eq 9qq .xoj dn 
.oniA-ign; U99q p^q i!poqif.T9Ag; •pgqBnoBAa suAi 'cqog q'eqq SAi.9U 
gqq .qqpA. sqsodg.toj 9qq q'B p9AT.Tji3 puq sn'BT.i'B.o]^ng; q'Bqq qjodg.T 
u qqiiU- in .oaippi 9 tht 30 qoBSSOQ n ^^'Bqq qqf’ 9qq no jC'cppnn 
.igqj'c moq nt? sbai qj 'sosnoq Snin.tnq .to S9.Tg dmuo 9 .t 9A1 
ilgqq .toqqoqAS. qstnSniqsip qon pqnoo 9 Av q^qq gz'Bq qornn os 
SBA\. g.tgqq qnq ‘ijqog jo noTqo9.iiq) oqq tq oiqtsiA sqqSq ginos 
9.t9AV 9.T9qq p.ig 0qq jo Snni9A9 eqj^ ‘sn jo gonBqsip .onTABoq 
niqqiAi qsonqi3 SnTSSBd sbav q-cqAi jo AXOTiq 9 av gqqqiq Aioq 
JO 'copi nu oatS oq pnB 'j^qio oqq poqo'co.idd'c 0 Av qoiq.vi qqiAV 
noiq'B.Toqqgp oqq Avoqs oq .tojmo ni sqnomgAOin .mo pojiBqgp OAT?q q 

•qo'cqq'B 

oqq .TOj jCpi30J: snoiqisod poq'cnSisop .qoqq qu sdoo.iq oqq jo 
j'CAT.T.TB oqq qmAvn oq pg.TGdo.td pm? ‘oSjDi.iq pg.iOAOo oqq .tBon 
qoqxjn xjsiq.mjQ omos jo qnoraqsqq'cqso oqq oq oraiq snjq ‘ntuStj 
s.igq.Tunb .mo jDOAOnt oav j).ig oqq nQ -soAq Xmjni qsoo OAuq 
j)[no.\v s:[.iOAi.qq.iT30 oq^q jo °nini.ioqs oqq ‘oono qB sopis oo.xqq 
no qoxjqqu oq SB sao.xoj sn[ qxosodsip os pxjq oq qSnoqqp .xoj 
‘q[n'GssB oxjq xii noin pncsnoqq .xnoj .xo oo.xqq oso[ oq poqoodxo 
oq.mor) p!.ionoQ >[ttxqq J qxxxxj ‘qqo oqq jo °nixx.xora oqq .xoj 
xiodn qxoqxiooj) suax. qoBjqxj oqj; qxonuxjin o.xoa\. snoiqx!Dqiq.xoj 
oqq qxjqq o'os Xjum^d qqxioo oav pnn ‘opts .xotfqxo xxo Xqxo oqq 
.xxjon sqpq oqq jo sjunxnns oqq jxoxxavo.xo sq.xOAvqq.xBO nozoqi n 
JO soixq qoxjqq oqq ‘pno.x oqq .xxiou ojqxsiA .fqnixqd o.x 9 av sdraxxD 
qxJO.xrj ^Cqio oqq jo ojnn n njxqqxAv Siiiqoxjo.xddxj ‘noxqoo.xxp 
qBi|q ni onnxjssmuuooo.x qBnos.xod b opxxai oq.mog qxuoxioiq pnx? 
‘xjqog JO qq.xon oqq oq qntno.xu qnos sxiav nmnqoo Suo.xqs u ‘qno.xj 
qqoq n Avotqs oq ponnxqxioo qqiqs Xinono oxqq sxx ‘Xx’.p qxon oqj, 

•pqoiju.ioo oqq nx soab-iS oqq oq o.xojoq 
Xxqx oqq jo pxxop .xioqq °niXx.xx5.'> q.iOAV qtx qqiqs o.xoav s.xoipqos 
oxqq xiAVoq oqq oq jquj oqq du oq)o.x j xxoxpvv qxxn: ‘opisSuoqx; spqoq 
oqq Til Avous oqq ni poqxux quo ]).oqoqo.Tqs .xo ‘-Cxjav oxqq .xbojo oq 
soqoqij) oqq oqxu nAvo.xxjq ‘,{p[.oiqq qixixxo.xix oqq AXO.xqs oq nx;Soq 
‘oSb sA'xq) Avoj x: qxxu.x .xioxjq xii sqoxissoQ xxxiqxixf oi{q ^Cq qxo.xqxis 
‘sq.xnj^ qxxjoqx oi[q ‘oSiq[iA oqq poqox! 0 .xddB j sy qxxxo .xoAon 
q)[noAv qxBo.i sxxoixoqoxioxn ‘qqSnuqs ‘°ixoj oqq ji sx; qxonxoos qx 
qxxxB ‘pxxxxqs Ajoo.xtios qxqixoo sos.ioxj ox{q qvqq *C.xoddx[s os sbav 
qxBo.x ox[q pnx! ‘qx[Sni qxio.o v sxiav qj ■oj.ioxn.ixqxnoS xjsiq.xxijj oqq 
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pq) JO uooSjns oqj ‘uoitiDtjtlajg 'JQ put) ‘sosjnu o^craoj 
anoj J.itj ‘pjojifutujg /pt;r-j opiso^ •?[ 40 ai JOtf ni pojoojojtl 
oq p[noAv oi[S jvq? joij Saunssu pu» oqj oj sjuotnipluioo 
b'tq 4%f}uosoj(I /[doits ‘pajtstA o:[jno0 piiouag ooqd oq? 

sBtt siqj pnu ‘pjojSutajg /pwj jo jtrjidsoq oqj oj joop 'jiou 
sf [)ojOKpuoo ojOAi somomaioo snotSrpj oqj oioqAt. qazaqo oqj; 

•qjod ojjvj .fjssouqSttoqj saoDipo otnos avt3S j 
ojsuj jnj^qnop jo !|jods srq? ai puc ‘saozrjp oqj jo spooq oq? 
tnojj zoj oqj Sniqoouq oqj stjav ootjou ira jatn ‘juqj oouoiotA 
oqi[ 5u;i[}/uu oj qouojddc /[no oqj; ‘/jojnoniom /[uo sv.a 
‘po^stxo /at! ji ‘jopjosip oqi pots ‘moqj Suotnts pojnqu^sip 
gou ‘sdocuj oqj /q joqjoSoj pojoofjoo tuoAi qoiqAt ‘jo poan ni 
/[jtjoi3 ojoA\. sjaTp[09 oqj soiotpits jsqjo poo SntqjO[o jo /joo[d 
SPAi ojoqj^ ‘sapis [[P no sosnoq oq? go gno pognnq oq og ppq 
su«up 2 [U 2 oqg gnq i nt omno oaj. ojojaq popu [jc 0J3 Av sdoqs aqg 
OJns oq oj] ‘nopdaoxa oqj Japonjd ‘opu oqg sp-m japjo naqAi 
oouawodso /to ui notsnooo gsag oqg at gt gnq *. Bdooag s-aouogotA 
qjiAi X):o V poja^na OAtstj j ?cqj ainig gsjp oqg gon si sjqj; 

•goqs pots /uMtJ pai ptrc sadoj qgiAi patj spAi aq 
oqjnog [ojauag go japio /q pop ‘snaztgio pop ‘sjogoop oSiaaoj 
raojj /oooxn pop saqogp.vv ooioga aAvq og paAOjd spaa ‘laAeAioq 
‘sappiraoo exq go 9O0 ‘gsoj oqg qg.ui apd eqg oo gx Moaqg onq 
paqogpAA j pop ‘spooS paraiPioon qgtAv gisodap og gi Sot/upo 
SPAV pop ‘gxipspod opfitsSfog o oiojg gi uaqpg ppq eq gpqg 
‘ooigpgxsoq gooqgxAi ‘paqdaa aq gx aoj ioob poiioa p xntq pajejjo ]; 
uoqAi. pop ‘azud siq pas pjnoM po^uq pozigxmiigiSoj siqg gpqg 
pasoddxis /ppingpo i -gadatso ppxus o qguv qopssoQ tipqri 5 [ 
p gdaoxa aniPA go oioigjp /op xjgtA\ jaipjos aiSois p goo pirnog 
pop ‘goo[ pup sjaAopuxi|d jo qoapas oi iqio aqg pamoos pop 
‘noigpSigsoAiri [pioads go jaggpoi o siqg apptn j •saaiiAiO aadaid 
ataxp /q paxuipjo aq og pjpnS aapon sgaoxgs aqg ox pasodza 
spooS aqg pop pogsaxip /[gdinojd sfP-o eq sgoa^e pajapunjd 
qgLU. ponog spas, atro /op JOAdoaqAA guq */pavp oappxq spaa gooj; 
oqg go gsoxn pop ‘xn aropo sdooog eqg aaogaq snPijxsSjng; eqg 
/q paqops /pga^draoo oaaq /ppajjp poq jagJPxib qsxqixij, aqj, 
•aSpjfid pnp /gjadojd go iioigonagsap eqg /[jpiigoa^ ^nxgoaAaad 
‘sgaaigs aqg paqjPAv sjaipjos go joagod a3ap[ y 'goagaad 
spji OAiog aqg nr aapjo eqj; "papira bpai. Xrgxia [nqdmxiug 
aqg pop ‘paoLiojjad spai /nOoiajao gioqa p ajaqAA ‘qojuqo 
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ilo-qc}. aSussota ][i3q.T0A 0T[q. p0ra'BdTnooo'B ‘uAvoq. 0T[q. 

8A'B0i; oq. n'Bij'BSftig; t[07?8 p0nsst S'BAi. j:8p.T0 p0q.Tita:(i 

t3 8.ins rau i!|^uo j ‘qon jco atu!} st srqq. .T 8 ij^;f 0 t[Ai A\.on 2 ]; cjott 
op j MopAiod ■q!fiAi. p 0 jo^s oaoAi. tjoiqAi.'SDTi'bsotn: 9t[!} dti Ai.o];q 
puTj TiMo:} 0 q{f n.raq o:j 8|;dotii!}tr'B^snoQ raojj p 8 Ai 0 O 0 a; ttooq pijq 
.TOp.io 0 qq. S 0 pis qi3 tto pres st -srajiitjo^ 00 .tt]r;} .to n ,u-) 

pu-B ‘u'COT.ioniY 0 tto ‘utJiiiqsqSttg; otto 0.re pBuretaoa oqAi. 110 !}. 
oq:^ .ouotay ‘O-ioq sptt'Bsnoqq. oqq^ jo oSit^qo m X(p;rq!). q.tioq'B 
^tiq U 00 q pBq o.toqq, sb ‘uot(}.todo.td oS.re^ b svas. stqj^ •tireraoA 
p];noqs .loqninii Jtoq^ jo ttoq. qotqAv optoop oq. sqo]; Avo.tp ootajos 
qsiq.mji oqq ux suooS.ms 0 qq os ‘uotqBtiOBAO 8qBS8pq.A siqq 
j0qjB UAVoq 8qq tit qjoq pBptinoAV puBsnoqq b UBqq ssaq 0.t0AA o.wqj, 

•Xbp qx0ti oqq o.toj0q 

Avotts 0qq Tit 0tp oq X^qBqo.td taoqq qo XqT.To[Btii oqq ‘pap saqq 
000‘9 P^'*^ 000‘9 TiaoAvqag; -.fou-tnoC .ttaqq utSoq oq qqSua.tqs 
Tuaqq oabS s.xoitosi.td .naqq qqB o.iobssbui qiqnOAt suBissttg; aqq 
qBqq soqBq oqq Xq q)0.itdsui s.to.i.iojj ‘S[liq Qqq spjBAtoq soAqas 
-maqq poS.8B.tp puB s[Bqtdsoq oqq qjo]; Xbavb qAVB.to pptoo oqAV 
soqoqo.uv .tood oqq jo qotis qtuB ‘qBO.iqo.t oqq jo XBp oqq tiAVoq 
oqq qitib oq po.top.to o.tOAV poptmoAV. oqq os ‘uoiqttititnraB puB 
sttoisiAO.td .toj sq.iodsuB.tq t[Suotio avoj o.ioat o-toqjj MitaopBqj 
qo ttorqoo.ttp oqq qooq qotqAV ‘qBa.iqo.t qo onq oqq qj.tBAtoq ^tious 
Xqso.iq oqq .lOAO qioqBO.io ‘.([snonosuno.id tit qiapd ‘spooS q>[oq 
-osnoq qniB sSatoq ireratiq qqiAV tiopiq ‘sBqB.n; Xsiatiqo oqq qtUB 
‘poq.iBdop qoX qou qreq oqAV soi|uaBq qsiq.iti^q osoqq qo qqSip oqq 
.loq [BoSis B os[u st7.\v sdoo.tq oqq qo iioiqBitoBAO oqq qo qBnSis 
oq^p 'X[qoinb qqn]r qnin ‘p.ig oqq qo SniuoAO oqq tio sqoo.iqs oqq 
tij siioqBqqBq .iioqq poiu.ioq sdoo.tq oiqq pin; ‘ii.uoq oqq Sujptioqo|i 
qo Bopi XiiB .toSiioj oil siiAV o.ioqq quo sbav q)B0.t oqq Xtip oqq 
tiio.T^jj ‘0110° SB.w. oq ijqtm o.ioq sbav oq A\oin[ ouo oti qitq ‘oiniq 
sumqsj.tqQ qiioqt: o.ioq qisjA SiiiAp b opiuii qiBq Bqouj; iu;itiiO[iig 

«« P'-o-i oqq no Siio[ os iioX o.ioav 
X q^Y „ ‘SB.w s.ioqoop'oqq Xq our oq qiid iioiqsonb qs.iq oqq ‘qoBq 
til ‘.loq.iBo qoo.A B OAi.i.iu oq poqoodxo o.io.w suBissitj-q oqq .toq 
‘sXtqi [B.tOAOs .loq .top.iosiq) o|qB.ioq)isuoo tii uooq quiq UAvoq oqjj 
•aotqBiiOBAO oqq qo spBqoqi Sniqso.ioqiii Xireui pou.iBOj j osoqq 
tuo.iqq -s.iosso.ip qqiAV ‘qunoso.iQ qioqj oqq qo iios.toqdoiq^ quit; 
qooqipiiqj quit! ‘qitotntqoBqoqi osuojq q^-ioqptqg oqq qo Xqsiigq put; 
oiqqBj^^^ s.ioqoOQ sqsod .iioqq qii qioiuBuio.i qsju o.ioqq ‘quqidsoq 
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/9t[q. 0°T3SS9ni ■['Bqa;9A 9i^q^ pgiU'BdraoooT? ‘tiAioq. 9t[q 

OA-ga]; oq. ^[Ttugj tigugSj^ug: t[0g9 oq. panssi: sgM. a9pa;o p9|mjd 
g aaiis mg il^uo j ‘q^otc jo OTuq. si sn^q, j9Tj_q9t[M. Aioa^[ qog 

op j MoqpAvod t[qiAv pojoqs 0J9 ai. iqoiiqAi.'ssii'bsora ai^q dii jAoqo 
pug u.Aoq 9i[q ujuq oq aqdouiqugqsuoQ mojj p9Ai909j U 99 q pgr 
japjo aqq qgqq sopis qqg uo pigs si qp -sugrajor) oajqq jo oas.^ 
pug ‘ugoutoury 9uo ‘ugraqstqSug; auo 0jg pouigmoj oqAi uac 
gqq Suomy -ajaq spugsnoqq aqq jo 9§Jgqo ui Xqjiqq quoqi 
quq U99q pgq 9jaqq sg 'uotqjodojd aSjgq g sgAi siqp, migmo; 
pjuoqs jaqmuu Ji9qq jo uaq qotqAi opioap oq sqoq Aiajp 90iAJ9i 
qsp[jup| 9qq ui suoaSjus aqq os ^uoiqgiiogAa oqgsaqqqM siq; 
jaqjg UiAoq aqq ui qjaq papuuoAA pugsuoqq g ugqq ssaq ajaAi. aja 

•jCgp qxau aqq ajojac 

Aious aqq ui aip oq X|;qgqojd maqq jo /qpioCgm aqq ‘pap snq 
000‘9 000‘S Ti99'Viqag; -XammoC Jiaqq uiSaq oq qqSuajqi 

maqq aAgS sjauostjd Jiaqq XF QJOgssgm pxuoAv sugissu-g aq 
qgqq sax^jq aqq /q x^aJidsui sjojjap, ’SXXF Q'ty- spjgAvoq saAXOi 
-maqq paSSgjp pug sxgqidsoq aqq qjaq ilg^Ag qAigJO pxiioo oqA 
saqoqajAi jood aqq jo qous pug ‘qgajqaj aqq jo i!gp aqq uaao' 
aqq qiub oq pja-isp-xo ajaAi papuuoAV aqq os ‘uotqiuummg pu' 
suoispvojd joj sqjodsugjq qSnoua Avaj ajaAV ojsqj, Mimopgp 
JO uoiqoajixa aqq qooq qotqAi ‘qgajqaj jo auqx aqq pj-tgAioq aiou 
jCqsojj aqq jaAO paqgajo ‘Xxsuouosimojd ui paxjd ‘spooS x^X®'' 
-asuoq pug sSuiaq ugmuq qqiAA uapgx ‘sgqgjg jCsuruxo aqq pu 
‘paqjgdap qai! qou jJgq oqAV saijirngj qsiqju asoqq jo qqSip aq 
joj x'cu.ots g os[g sgAi sdoojq aqq jo uoiqguogAa aqq jo x'cuSi 
aqq, ‘i^x^aiub qjaq X^'ct'c ‘X’-tg aqj jo SuiuaAa aqq uo sqaojqs aq 
UI suoixgqqgq maqq x^amjoj sdoojq aqq pug ‘uAioq aqq Suipuaja 
JO gax^i -^ug jaSuox ou sgAi. ajaqq quo sg^A jJi^OJ aqq jCgp at| 
moj^ 'auoS sgxvv aq pquu ajaq sgAV aq Avauq auo ou quq ‘aun 
sgmqsijqp) quoqg ajaq qisiA SuiXp g apgm x^'a'd 'Bqog^j uguiia 

„ g pgoj aqq uo Suox os uoX ajSi' 
£x[\\ „ ‘sgAi sjoqoop’aqq iCq am oq qud uoiqsaub qsjq aqq ‘qoi 
ui ‘jaixjga qaaAV g aAijjg oq jjajoadxa aja.u sugtssu'g; aqq jc 
‘si^gj) x'CAaAos JOj jaqDJOsip axqg.xoptsuoo ui uaaq pgq UAVoq aq^ 
•uoiqguogAa aqq jo sxtgqax^ Suiqsajaqui jCugra paujgax p osaq 
mojq; 'SJassajp qqiAi ‘quaosajQ pia'g; aqq jo uosjaqdogjy pu 
qooppu'jp piug ‘quamqogqap asuog; pjoqgqg aqq jo Iqsug; pu 
aiqqg aa sjoqooQ[ sqsod maqq qg piauigmaj o.sxg ajaqq ‘xgqid 
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pounqira tuopipuoo iq^ig pnr: juoj (jsora v ut sua [■njulsoi^ 
Tisi^ianjj -C 10 A 3 •sosaoTj'joTLMjgo jo coissooons v TjSnaig^ 
bT?A\. punat oTj^ puTi ‘papsiA sa 3 i:[(l 'jsuij oi^ ojoav K[t';uIsoti oi^ 
‘uyog ni popuno.u. pau ^ots jo sjaqmnu ^tooS jo sjiodcu 

mojj ttA\op ioAv oq> ([b Suucat^ uooq ptjt^ oav oouig 
•pajojsM Xpt;oj[v 

BCAV jnpjo puTi ‘OAoqu poquosop OAcq j so ‘ax omoa oj^axiot) 
jxuotta£) ojojoq JDjtj[ saaoq anoj scai ^ j •Xiaxn^ pOAisop-qanui 
01? JO qOAoas m i[0[09 oxnoa pxjq aq jx sx5 Xpu^oa sc ‘jxioqxj 
nAXOj oqj ojni opoa oq ‘oAi^oauqjx; oxfj ui poAaAxsuxi Suioq ‘put; 

„ ^ JiiSns ^aiJ TioX aAOjj „ ‘soav Ximbni sig 'xiavoj oqj 
spjo.\xoj pooA aqj 2uo[XJ ojtOA ‘sqDtJSSoQ oa\j iq poxxredxnoooa 
‘jooqjo uxJissn^ oiSuib ft ‘qooia^o naj aajjtJ i^jjoqs ‘^ipsux^q 
•sfojjdsoq jToqj ojui raaqj patuoa pno ‘joj oaxjo pjnoa ^aqj so 
paptinoAX pajjosap aqj jo lnx:ai so pojaqjt^ sjojoap qsqSujj 
OIX 'ijqSxs nx sucissa-jj; ou ipjs pats ‘jCjaxoi^s passod Saxxuoni 
OT{X oqj xn axi9aq poq 'jxjq'j nopxqosop axjj paja^draoa 

saScmA. SuunoqqSiaa oq'j mojj po^qraosso saouxiSiTia oqj 
put! ‘aAxo:^ oq^ ux isxpios qeiqjax tr Xiaojcos soAi aaaq^ qxjaiq 
-Xtjp •Xiorp[os axj[riSaiax aq^ ^suitsSo soA|asxnaqj puajap oj 
pojsdajd puxi ‘qoxjssoQ pua uoissoojjq aqx\o pajtiaj xmoj oqi 
nt pauicxcaj oqAi. suBadojxia oqj;, 'uoxstijuoo jo ^qSiu xj sbax 
puo ‘Xq*&iassxjd aq> Xq axoub aqi o^nx pa|dxaxiij ‘ejoaajs eqj 
paAXaijg suoxsu,ojd puc spooS pjoqasuoH •suaqjojq xnaq^ 
paitto put! ‘aiixuB 'juaaoaut uxj xpxAi suttssu^ eqj Xop ^xau 
aqj patuoopAi. stnijou. esaid(aq aq*} jo Bjoojq^ aqj fjna oqAt 
spnag gxaos aqj pao ‘Xo-ua saijxn X|xj8 aaaAx. saotssu'jj aq^ oni'“- 
paaapjuxH oiaAt xaaqj jo Xacxn jqStu aqj Snunp aoj ‘aoijopunoj 
^noqjiAX jaqjaSaqtr qou aaaAx. sqjxij, papunoAx aq^ jo eaxsaj aqj, 

•bXoj Axoa jxaqj asa 

oj ajxjjtsaq qou pxp puo ^Aiasraaq^ pauatJ tpj suoiioSiaa aqj. 
puxj ‘uado uaqojq eaaAx saxnzoSxJxn oqp ‘uo tjpaoq stq Xoi pxaoo 
ox[ aaAaj'oqAX qooj. XpoqXiaAg ’sdcoa^ aq'j jo ^oAi'eapqjtAv 
aq^ Saunp pajuqujsip qoo[ aq^ puo pajjixS a.taM, tnaq'j jo 
ijsaj aqi put) ‘sjojaudoad aiatJJ Xq o2a Suoi pajaasap uaaq poq 
sdoqs oqj jo axnog -paxuuq aiaAi Basaoq Axaj ^jaq saao^d 
jwaAas ux ajg no ^jx qas'squozug-xqsog; aqj. qSnoqj^o puu 
‘aotjjd aqj xuuq 0 !j ‘aaAaAxoq ‘aptjux ^dtnajjo oxjoraajsXs ou soax 
ojaqj^ •guiap 3 iaaj jo Xjqiqisuodsoj oqj BaApstuaqj uodn qocq 
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puTj '^anora jiaTfi:). ■[I'B JO paputioAi ai^q. Stnqqo.i jo j^c^iunq. 
-aoddo aqq. qooq. sq.u'Bp'agq.q.'B jo asaqjQ -passaxp eaaAV 

spuTioAi aqg. i!q,]^no^ip (^isaxg qq-pu. i![Tio sbai c^x ‘xioicj'BdTiooo 
aqp xappj. jCp^'Btpataxai WBm -b op psoTni-B papxasap Sxita'Bxj; 
spxi'Bpuepp'B Ti'BXX'BSpxig; aqp puB ‘pxiataqsT.xiioxi puaxopjXLsm 
xnoxj paxp Avaj b ‘. xaSxmq xnoxj paxaqns Xxnjra : sxopoop aqp 
JO saxops ap'BATxd aqp jO' puo ajq nxBpsTis op pooj qStioxia qpxAi 
paxpddus axaAX jCpixoCBxn aqj, •p'Baxq puoqpiAx axaAi papimoAi 
aqp Tiop).'BdTiooo aqp jo jCvp pJtqp aqp jo SmxiaAa aqp op dxi 
pnB ‘sxxBissti'g; aqp qpiAX saApasttxaqp Snxsinioxdtnoo jo pt'exjB 
‘inaqp iitoxj sxapxo jCub aq-ep op pasxijax spBpidsoxp aqp paqsitrxTij 
pDBq oq^u. sxaqBq aqp XppuauLasuoo i suaAO apBAxxd uoipism'bax 
op xiaq'gp axa^w saxusBain. on pun sxaippos aqp jo spnBtaap aqp 
jCpddxis op Ataj oop axaAi. p-Baxq apBin pxjqp suaAO oipqtid aqp pxxq 
‘axaq saxops aqp tit pinioj axaAi suoxsxAoxd xaqpo pTUB ‘qsaxj 
pu-B pp'BS qpoq ‘p'Batcc pu'B xuoq jo saxpTpTi'BTi'b asTiaTiiTn;]; -laaqp 
c xoj jCpTSsaoatc v SBAi. p'Baxq ptre ‘sX'Bp xoj s-aoTpBx pxoqs no naaq 
pBq sxaipDjos aqjr, •axnpoaCnoo op aqipsip p xnaqp i!q qonps 
pon p'Bq sxanStaxoj aqp jx tnaqp jo atnooaq ax-sq ppnojvx p^ qM 

•papnapnoo 

pu'B paxnl) Avon ax-B laqp ‘noxpBdnooo aqp jo XBp psxq aqp 
pqSxxj qpxAi pBxn pnaAV oAvp xo ano qSnoqpjB ‘pnB ‘papBaxp 
ppaAi aq op axaAv i!aqp poopsxapnn XppBnpBxS .^aqp psBp pB 
naqp ‘pBpxdsoq aqp nx paqsxpqBpsa aq op nnSaq ssanxpnBapo aqxp 
.onxqpaxnos XpAVops pnB ‘xoj paxBO axaAV jfaqp ‘paxapxnxn Snxaq 
JO pBapsnx ‘pBxanarj oqp jo pxsxA aqp xapjB ‘naq^A pnB ‘Sxnop jo 
pqSnoqp xaAan BqoBjj xiavo axaqp pBqAV op op noxpxpnoo Jxaqp 
ni psaxapnx qSnona qoop ‘sxhssbssb ipnB s°op jo xapBap siqp 
‘xnoBx-T) qoxB stqp pBqp papnno^A aqp jo noxsnaqaxdtnoo aqp 
pxnOiCaq apxnb sbav pi jfpqBqoXjj -sxxBgB jo apBps aqp jo jCpjBnos 
-xad jpasxnxx]; ^sxpBS op ‘axq jCxpaqsnxn poq opnx apxx ppxAV aq 
qoxqAV qpxAV noissaxdxa jo Jipxpxqoxnxnx otobs aqp qpjAV sasdxoo 
aqp SnoxnB pnoqB SnxssBd pnB ‘spxBAV snqdip aqp SnxnxuiBxa 
‘oS op saApasxnaqp aoxoj pon ppnoo sapxB sxq axaqAi sxnoox 
Snxxapna ‘sjBpidsoq asaqp '[JB qSnoxqp paqjB^A oqxno£) jBxanarj 

•BnAajjj pB xnaqp pnaoj 
OAi SB psnC ‘papnnoAi pnB qois ssapdpaq i^Bj sasdxoo aqp qptAv 
ajDis jCq apis pnB ‘s.tnopo a^qnxnpnann qpiAV xxb aqp papoaj 
-nx pnB sXBiA-a§BSSBd aqp paxaqxnno ‘pp sXBp XnBxn ‘pBa]; 
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ttn![(I oip ojoq.w ‘CAouaj^fa^Y o? Jo spjiqvo-'^ 

iitjuiijqoj •pnSnuq Xi^Iniaid pinj sntitssn^ oq^ .fq pcunidco 
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'soStjqLi, Jioqj oj tunjoj 
Xoqj ojojoq ptjop oq jjiAi moqj jo jpjq i soaSnjoj qjJAV poqy 
oq oj pajjodoj si -CtjAijiBjj ‘Gamojcg oqj spjcAioj Xijunoo 
'sotnoq Jtoqj oj XiiAvtt ^nos jCjcquiparami ojoal put} 
‘Xiasnn jo ojujs ^ujjqSiJj u m aiOAV “OOAoqjog spjUAi 

-Oj saSuqpv oqj inojj sayimuj ooSnjaj qsptJnj, qjtAi soqtau 
JO Baaqmnu juaxS puu *vgog pajunocAa qoiqAS. inLiu oqj 
JO qinsand oqj ui paxnjdco oxaAv suooSans qsp[jaj^ jcxaAag 
•tinSoq OAuq -Coqj qxOAi oqj qsrag oj pitj oiqissod iasAa niaqj 
uoatS oAuq oqAV ‘sacissn^ aqj Xq pa^utoaaddt? ^||;tij si saouaas 
Jtaqj JO ouiTJA aqx 'osic utcinaj ^aaosMQ pa^ puc asnog 
p.i05t3jg oqj JO snoaSjus oqj pnu *oaoq qaoAv joq enxiijuoo piAi. 
‘ajms ojijna xaq q^iAi. ‘jSAOAioq ‘aqg •uibSts saar[ qspjinx 
oqj oj tiJTi^ai oj papioap pvq aqs ji jjodsncjj jo saitani qjxAi 
papuoxd naoq aAtjq p[noAi pua ‘joadsax pu-c uotjtjiaptsnoo 
ixaAa qjiA\ pajisojj naoq scq pxojSwjxjg Xptjrq ‘ejuj xtaqj 
JO aonuxouSt m ptjs oxa xo.w. aqj xoj jouijuoo xapuu SuiAjas 
eoiAias qsxqxTix sqj xrt ^nxmjoa ©xoav oqAi esoqj ajtjp oj 
djq •moqj jo axirooaq pjtiOM, ^cqAi Aiottq oj paraaas ‘jdbj ut 
‘auo Ojj 'Xixnq -b ni paiJjas joa sbai. sqxnx eqj JOj SuiqxoAi 
punoj sxaxiStaxoj aqj q^xAv auop oq pjnoqs juqAV jo uotjsanT) 
aqx 'pajoaiSau axaAV Xaqj ixjqj paAOxd aq oj BxtJoddi} -ji 
!jqSrn ajSnis u in oqj oj paip X'jqSxa s'B ^xiq i paj^xaS 

-Suxa uaaq aAuq papunoAi aqj jo sSaua^s aqq^ i^xjqj ajqissod 
st 'jj •pnuq UI uaquj axaAi s^iqidsoq oqj puxj ‘qxoAi uuSaq 
jfpBaxjT? puq sxojoop uxnssng aqq i papnuOAi. aqj oj pajuqujsjp 
axa.\i suOTjtji uotjadnoao jo ^ijp xpxnoj eqj jo Suttuora aqj uq 
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‘aotjsTiC 'jOTjjs m ‘paSqqo uxb j qonjAi ‘sjox; iipxtqstrp jo ^st[ aqj 
StniaidnioD puu ‘uot'jxasap X[pxBAvoo xiaqj^ oj saoixxa jo pjnxq 
(jsora aqj jo auo SuxppB raqj ‘pajxasap ^aqj axojaq saiquiq-CA 
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Xxopuojqu naoq jxxiq qo.xrj jo o.xxiqdxio oqq, -.XTuiopx:-}]; xtodxi 
p.tUAvqjxios 0AOxn oj qtioqi; qiiq ‘jo-xr^j qxx xiiqx? ‘qojxAojxjA.xojj 
XOUopQ JO xxuxinixxioo oqj .xopira ‘sd.xoQ qoxtxij^ oqq ‘jiioxxr 
-qoxjqop oqj jo .Cpoq nu?xu otjq puxtoj ojq -squids jiitoiioS jxxre 
‘qoxipxioo ,XToqq ‘sdoo.xj oqq joxioiqipnoo oqq jo qxuxoooxJ “ni.xojjxjp • 
qsoxu 1 ! soAt® ptit? ‘potr.mqo.i qstif si!t[ npp '’’HOS Jo xioijtid 
-xiono oqj “inpnoo.xd qT[°iu orqq aui.U! xmiA.iog nqq qnoui oj opo.t 
‘sqoxissoQ JO ixiiiqos luCq jioq.xooso nnnuj put! ‘moqj 

qqiAv sixoijiiojxraxuxuoo xiodo oq oq.ixioi) qxuoxiorj qqopioDp ‘S 0 xn[ 
xuiissxixi oqq oq /nui: nnui.t^f jo p.n.-ti® pnomrApi; oqq 

JO qnuo.tddx! .ii:ott oqq pia: ‘sui:tA.iog oqq Aq qo.qj jo o.uufh:o oqj 
•nqqqiJO xnnr clooqs jo soiqiqxnml) poqjutqim t[qiAV 
‘.loqqoqs puo oSiuoj jo Xqiio(d qstu.uij |p.sv qo.niut jo nitiq oqq 
xir so“i:[[;a qoi.i nqj^ 'dn ^luiiioo qsiq ‘.lOAOAXoq ‘o.ni xptqAV 
‘sq.iodsTnuq qxioqi; .Cqoixtn! .Ctn; .mSinq on si o.ioqq os i qiitoiix 
1? .XOJ A^iuii oqq .Cqddus oq suo;siAo.td po-undoo T[®noun 

n. ni o.ioqq qtiq 1 ooxiuApit oqq Ajjnuoqirm .lopxiiq qquoAv .loqqtioAV 
qjos JO s.Ciq) a\oj xt qini! ai®iiuhui;o oqj oq ojq;uiioAi:j xsoxti 
.nij suqq xio.oq soq .iohiiax oq -Avnjq i: jo i.ooilso.id .C.ioao 
SI o.ioqq ]HM! ‘qq®uq pin: ui.u:a\ ®uiuiqs st uns oqq : .Cop-oq 
qqofiiniqo sitq — o.io-/. A\o|.xq s.u.i^op oaij si: .v.O| s-t: 'qq“iu a'.ioao 
qsouqt! ^'nijipij .loqouiouu.xqi oqq— {)[»io a*.ioa ii.-i.-q si:q q.xiq.w 
‘.loqqoo.w oqj^ -.(Unj.topuoAx jqo.x oqq o.nqmo pm: ‘sii.uds qim; 
Xjqpioq qn.qjo.xxo in o.ii: sdotuq oqq uoaoo.ioj'^- -p.qmoqo.idili: oq 
oq qoii .o.n: q.o.ii:iii p.iu.wqsK.o stq nq s.q.xuqsqo siios.ios ‘.x.ioj.x.i.njjQ 
•sqiioiuo.i.iojuuu qiM.t® p.>Aio.o.M qoti si:q qj jt Aqtin.MAstqq in ;i.x.ioj 
qsjq.iU]jOq) O'/.ipuqiiou ppiuo mio.ioqqiosiiiouiq.nqop o.uqi oqm 
popiAi]) o.io.w qi ji qt:qq >;uo.iqs o-i .wuu s} a'ui.u; s <>q.iti<q) p-Aoiin 

•A'po.xtp: qs’qsqd 

-moooii .(qn.otqoiud qnii s; siqq ji ‘p.xiuiiq oq ss.qqqiiuj) m;.! A'oqq 

o. ioqq siiotqisod p(oq .Ciu-xuo oqq jt pin: ‘.x|X[T:oiqoiud .Cqr.idto 
spi:o.i .loqqo p:.iOAOs o.ui o.ioqq ‘di:m xii:t.tqsuy oqq uo imos 0(j 
pi.w si: ‘qiiq J posso.i.x qo.C OAisq oav uijqq ssiid qpioqqjp .o.ioiu 
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pOAoqoq st5A\. aoj ‘o.qanog pMOtior) jo q:iTJ8p oq^ puu ‘Jiug-c 
oq^ aoAO qtn3[jqDC ojoav sw^ouj oq? ?t3q:j ^jodox OAOOja^oj m 
sutiucSina; oqj^ 'poip ooms suq josopqj 'qoj ‘sqoTJSSog 
jwoj q^TAA ‘siwouoS OAi? oq^ pue ‘sqooi sq^ Suotut} opxs 
'jqSij eqi raooj omco Xaisqenra jo /8(\oa tj ifiueppng p\joi 
oq^ 9pi9 aaq^TO no sjeqsitujiqs ^tio A\oaq^ oj noi^uiKieAd oq^. 
•noqts^ SuiAuq 'itioq^Ui ‘pJUtiS ©OTWApe oq^ jo iUDi ni spini 
OQ!^ ijnoqn 2ttO[c SniptJ dWAv ‘diai»-op'S9piT3 q^tAi. *e|0A8U9S 

os9q^ put! ‘auiAtJi daap u qSuojq) Suissud suaa i^uomqov^ap oqt 
^uq^ St Avou su soqo-DSJ ^uq? qaodsA oqx OAOUtig auau qsttuaiqa 
ijqSqs u ui ‘popunoAi josopqj ]UJ9U3X) pun ‘p9(pq uoaq ptrq 
‘panu-T) gq^ jo uosiAip pAjq? gq'j Saipuntmuoo ‘qjtqu}^ lujguar) 
-‘^unugqnairj ^nq^ itjp jotpo gq^ potuua[ oaa ‘qnuo^j nq-cjj tuojj 
Sut^naa^sj sqxnjj jo urauioo oq^ jo ut sdooj^ gq^j raoj^ 

•stroiAagg oq'^ uiot ^uas uggq 
OAUq OAoq Stnpnxcd uggq 8Auq oqAA sjaa^utipA u'cunS[Tig; oqj, 
‘JttnopB^ via pi'CAvq'jTios oaoto ]{ia\. oojoj nintn oq^ i^tiq ‘oagq 
s'jagicjs gq^ ut gounanoddu oioq^ gpnui Xptjsa^tj QAuq sjatp^os 
utJTAAOg gqj, qoTJj oq:^ !}ou st anj-j '^nq ‘ngog uosmnS o^. 
gjOAi sutiujag gq'^ (juq^ suAi Smputrjsjapuu aqjj •^•^qtqtdsoq 
pa^nnt^un paAtDOOa puu ‘o2tmSuB[ Jiaq'^ putqsaapuu piuoo 
Xaq^ AOj ‘suisuoo Ataq^ o:^ Jtoq} q^uA p^:^q2t^9p patmi^aA 
sqonssoQ gq,!, ■poH'Cj ^Ttq ‘tuioj gq^ cqui Xi^uo xnqduinu; stq 
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•Xnuy qsi5[mj^ jo djq q'Bsig;— qqgqq; 

, oj'GlTdioajj— ‘nisioiap opatuojj — •gupqSiq jo sjCup 88iqj , — ‘^vq (ju sqanj^ 
3^1— 'ATO pxtoXaa— ■Suuajjng atp joj j8T[a'a; — -jjoia^jaiazj, aoxtuj— 'pjo^ 
0qi %-e 8U90g — ‘Ji^Q gq!), ut siiqgy jo noippnoo — •sriododdiijqj o:}uj 
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s.jsaug y — •saAtpSti^ jo apujiijiij/j— •qjrpauzug jo jopunjg puB 
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s^BqoBg UBcntapig — ’sunQ ddnjg ^qaoq jo ginjdBQ — •stiododdtqqg jo gjBjg 
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JO JSM oq) tnojj notj'C| 0 ';t ojnjJmoo qjut. pooiraoni stJAV oojoj 
tjAoqomt’g oijj O'S ‘oSc J^cwAvt: loqqnjjQ qSnoJtp posswl pi:q 
tiq3«tX JO -^nuu oqj putt ‘iuAVtt ijo3 oj onixj jo Xjuofcl 

purj ojtjr) B^uttCttJj; pojdnooo ^ttqj ^uoraqDttjop oqj osjuoa jQ 

•UlttJJ 

uoJlScAV sni JO qpiq oqj qso[ oq JOjjtt jCjpjpodsa ‘^jipidcj 
qjiAx. poAOTU oq ‘pttOJ qSiq oqj stt pooS os joata oqj 
JO opts qjnos oqj no p-coj ou suav araqj qSnoqjjo ptrc ‘juajxo 
0UI03 oj ‘qoJttui JO amj spj po^aojoad XjiunjJoddo ‘jsatj 
oqj 'ju pip oq qoTqAt ‘suttissn^f oqj putt miq uooAXjoqttzjxAttj^ 
oqj Suioxjjd Xq ‘pcn^f ‘Xautt Xuc jo oouxunpuo putt qou^d 
oqj pouj OAttq ppoAV (Ji *^qSia pu SuiqoJttxu puu ‘qjtip ptj 
osuxms inoaj XxiUtt opjuq tn ‘juai oqj ui Xpucjsuoo ponojxjojqj 
‘sjGusiTid oqj JO oauttApt} oqj qjiAv jopxixoqs oj joppioqs 
SnxjttOjjoA ‘ut oq oj uotjisod oiqxrjjojxnooun uxs poopux soax ijj 
qpqs ou qjtA^ poxAnjouttiu 
oq putt 'pt! ut uotu 000‘S3 sdcqaad puq uqottj p'cu^g; •saous 
-jud Bji ojojoq uxxqd aqj, cqux qonoqap o^ aspao ut 'jqSra putt 
Xttp qwtttu oj poSqqo j^os^x punoj ooxoj ttAoqttuittg oqj ‘paipjj 
tnoSxj^ttJjs sjqj uoqAx. ‘snqj, •uiaqj jo fjaxjjs sq^ Xup u qou puts 
‘qxCpjttzog aujuj; ojsucissua oq> uuqx pttoi 'pno^ip oiotu puu 
aoSuox tt puqttqott^ P^xi^ aapuu 'juotnqoxjjap ttAor^ttxaxsg 9q> joj 
‘90i:^sitaic pajjodai oq-j jo ^uuooott uo eX-ep oraos jo Xttpp tJ 
uo pajunoo^IJuspxAs uujd oqx •oidouttupy oj uqottd Jtquqg 
JO Xuutt sqj, Aiojpj puQ ‘qxtpatt 2 tta*Attjttj^ -ju ra^q:^ o^fttJ^^u^o 
-U03 oj ottnj 'juotocgus ut utttuxjqoi pau ttAoqtttuBg raoaj sooaoj 
oqj AVttJpqjm oj stt.xx ttqott j uttraoxpig Xq paSuttxitt 'jttOJjai jo 
UBjd oqj, •oiqisnoqgjduxoo Axou eiuu. sqjnj^ oqj jo uoijttujxs oqj, 
•ttuwraxg jttou pttoa oqj Sao|tt Sutig xiuiupo qsiqjuj, 
oxp JO soxnj qott^q oqj oos oj omxj ux jsnC Sulauau ‘ttAonaijto^ 
oj Ojxjrj s.uttCxJJj, aqj so uAxoxiq esttj oqj aaAO qjXX 
-xuoui aqj tio poixiuq oaa qtiq ‘Xtnouo oqj StnAXJp bbax xttniqoo 
s.gouimttqo^ jtjqj pasoddns suav tji uoqjxqAv ‘ttfaug xaojj 
sa poqottaj sjiodaA "ttAouMjCoj^ X^xduooo puu ‘bsxj^ aqj 
jOAO uo paqsnd XapcAttO oqj puu *ooixsxxmtt uu jo sjaodoA oqj 
SutpUttJSqjXAlJOU ‘OOUttAptt oqj ouutjuoo oj buoxjouajbui qjTAV 
paAuutt SI9J jBulfpttaq xuojj qojttdsap uXup oqj Snxxap ‘aaAaAxojx 
•SuxuaAo Suipaoaad aqj jo smou oqj jo uotjttutiguoo u paxuaas 
‘oqnQ puttj-t) oqj joj oSttssoxn u q^iAV Baxqx oqj ojut oxnoo 
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Z z 

S9pis -qc^oq no sdoojq. oqq, oq;^ qo puaq O!} pnoa; 9 

no pjnAiJiOj Sniqsnd Joqq-O oqq. ‘sqododdqxq£[ qongj o:). 
gqq^ Sno^n .oniXLinq ono oqq. ‘pqnjcnd snAi soini.tn qq^oq 
qo-innc jo onq aqq, -soonnqsip Snoq qn Xpio aqqnpjoj ‘'Bzqia'B 
•laAi'g; aqq iq qt niojj poq-B^ndos ‘nranqoo qsiqjnq, oqq 
.xnaoc aqq aqisoddo naqq aaaAV 9 M 'qaanns qqnn no paqsnd p- 
‘qj9]; qn'BqTq'Bqnt nn Xiaoj-Bos qqpM. ‘panmq jqnq pnn qDoSnp 
jCpqaqdmoo ‘qtfpJ'Bzngi-A'Bqnjj qSnojqq epoj aAi Sninaoni qxon 

•sqsodqno aqq naa^wqaq qsrcn.ii 
qq.oi];s pnn aoiqonjd jC.iaqpq.t'B aiqqqi 'b Xpio snAi axaqq os ‘X 
qxan aqq qooqq oq padoq OAi qoiqAV ‘qnajqa.t npqq naAoo oq Si 
-AiioDn'Bni oiaM. i!aqq .loj ‘maqq Sniqonqq'B jfq paniuo aq oq si 
Sniqqon jC];qnapTAg; qja]; pnn qq.oiJ oqq no qnamqonqap aS; 
13 pnn 'pnoj aqq no paqsod XqnAno jo pinnSAnaJ Sno.iqs n p 
s jaqsini.ip[S jo sant]; OAvq qqiAV nAioq aqq jo qno.ij nt apm n pi 
aqq ssojov dn UAMv.ip oxom. ‘noisiAip Sj'BqO'Bj .laqng; ‘Ima 
aqq jo snoi[i3qq'Bq nazop n JI'BH ‘nAioq aqq xno.ij Snisi.T 9X( 
aqonis jo snnin |00 qoniqsip anin ‘Snrniom aqq ni Xq-ina sipd 
-djiiq^ JO nin^d qisa^iS aqq .onuap.ioq qrq qSB^ aqq jo qinrcn 
aqq paqona.i aAV sn pnn ‘ssnj aqq nto.Tj qi jo qqSis nr ata 
OAi SB saoT3];d ■[B.iaAas ni a.xq no i!pi3a.x[i3 bvm. qxCpABzng-.xBq' 
•aoxqsxxnAB pa.xnoxnnj aqq jo qnxioooB no jCnp ano qDai!i3] 
SnxAnq ‘noxqxsod panSissn sqx pxqqaq qnqMotaos Sxqaq qc 
-xnT3xp^ qnaxnqonqap aqq ‘qxCp.xBzng-'t'Bqnj, jo iqxnxoxA aqq 
panxoC snnin];oo .xxioj aqq ‘ajiqs pjo ‘^uq; s^xisa^ Avajq ‘uCnj) i 

•Jlmana aqq 

snoqnqqnq aa^qq j)as.xadsxp pnn snoSSnAV. QOg ■^pt'can jo nxi3.X! 
pa.xxxqdi30 qnaxnxSa.x Aioosojq aqq qqSin aqq Sxn.xnp ‘ssaqaqq.xaAi 
•ssBd aqq .xaAO qaS qon qxxj) Xxqnnjnx aqq asnnoaq ‘qx ansxnd 
a];qi3nn ‘qxCp.xi3zi3g;-.xi3qiJj, sp.xBAXoq Ivas. sqx no .xnaddnsxp J^xc 
qstq.xnjj aqq jo j).xi3n.o.xi3a.x aqq i3Aona.xq[aj^ xnoAj SniqoqnAX 
noxqoBjsxqus qxxjqqnoj) aqq pnq aAv pni3 'poq pnn qsx.x qnaxo qq 
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-BAiioqog JO jooCqo oqj noqj og -iioijisod .iioqj Jo O.IJI 10 O aqj 
jC[[BO.i sbav PoTqipBX[ puiqaq piq oqj jBqj os ‘piiB.iry' jo oSB[pA 
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‘sq.inp oqj avo[{oj oj po.iBdo.uI ‘pBo.iqAip o.iojoq qsiiC CoiqBpy 
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Satzznq u Suai. oiaqj puts ‘om punoju nu a^ous oqj dn poquouq 
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o} X}td V pDraaas pun ‘Xnp Snua^su^q ‘aatm v stjaa 'ajaqj 
sasnoq aq} ^noqxj saaq aqi^ pajajsnp uiaq} eas ppioo aAA pun 
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and Tve could see tliem clnstered like bees about the boose’s 
tbete. It ■was a raw, blustering day, and it seemed a pity to 
order tbe men to wade the river, ■U’hich was msbing along, 
covered with bits of floating ice ; but a ford was found a 
couple of hundred yards above our position, and a battalion 
waded across and got in and at work in a few moments. 

General Gonrko now, at tbe snggestion of Captain Scalon, of 
his staff, who is well knonm for his attention to the soldiers, 
ordered the dragoons of his escort to take the horses of the 
officers and carry the rest of the soldiers across the stream on 
horseback. When I rode down to give up my horse for this 
work the bullets were already falling fast. The road, which 
bad been crowded a short time before, was now well cleared, 
a battery ■was at work a little further on, and the Turkish 
shells began to plough up the rico fields. I never felt more 
unprotected than when I walked hack that 200 yards to the 
little knoll where ■wo had partial shelter, not n tree or an 
irregularity of the ground between me and the muzzles of the 
llartinis pumping out the bullets like hail. The lend 
knocked up the snow all around mo, and there was a buzzing 
iu the air that made me involuntarily quicken my steps. The 
firing was not very heavy, but it was efioctivo, for ten out of 
tho sixty horses which carried over the last two battalions 
were wounded in the space of about an hour. 

^Y1lea these two battalions got into the villago tho music of the 
fight took a higher key, and there was a constant, ceaseless 
rattle all day long. There ■^vo stood and shivered through the 
forenoon, and star\'cd out tho afternoon until nearly dark, 
when my servant — a bmve young Jlaccdonian, who had 
drifted into my quarters in Sofia—camo riding in perfect 
coolness along the rood, now strewn with dead and wounded, 
and brought up eatables enough for a squadron. Lato in the 
day General Schildeu-Scliuldncr came up to consult with 
General Gourko, wlio hod been for hours anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of the column entrusted to tho former, which had 
been ordered early to cro*^ the stream l>elow us to make an 
attempt to turn tho enemy’s left. Ilours were lost in waiting 
for this detachment, and at last, instead of tho infantry, 
came the old General himself. But tlio delay -was shortly 
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left burning to deceive the Russians. Then the squadron 
trotted aTvay in the darkness towards the black mass of the 
lesser one of the two rocky hills that tower over Philippopolis 
— ^landmarks in the unbroken plain for many miles. 

Rear the to^vn another bivonao barred the pathi— this time in a 
field enclosed 1^ a ditch and bank of earth. Leaving the 
horses to he led in groups of six to a single man, Captain 
Bonmgo and the rest of his force reconnoitred on foot up to 
the bivouac, and peered over the wall to hear the last of the 
Turks go away in the distance. The fires were only deserted 
a few moments before the dragoons arrived. Mounting again, 
the dragoons, with the platoon of singers at their head, 
marched into the streets of Philippopolis, waking tho 
inhabitants with the unaccustomed music. Everybody was 
of course surprised aud delighted at the arrival of tho 
Russians, and half tho population turned out in their night, 
dresses. 

One of the consnis met Captain Bourago, and begged him to 
enter hia house and take a cup of tea. Over tho tea he put 
the natural question. 

“ How many men arc here ?” 

“ Oh, very many—in fact, an immense force,” was tho reply. 

“ But I moan hero in the city,” repeated the consul. 

“ ^VTiy, wo have got a whole squadron of dragoons •” 

“ Then, if you value your lives,” said the consul, “you will 
lose no time in trying to escape, for you are surrounded on 
all sides.” 

IVitb only a moment of hesitation, Bonmgo ordered his men to 
mount, and marched away towards tho station, whore tho 
enemy was rcportwl to be strongest. 

It was now past midnight ; tho great piles of stores and several 
houses wore burning at tho station, and just bovond could 
Ik* plainly distinguished by tho light of the fires a great mass 
of Turkish soldiers in some disorder. In tho same formation 
ns licfore, the dragoons advanced with great precaution, and 
reached a ditch within short range, concealed themselves 
in it, and opened a scattering fire, cheering and shouting with 
all their might. 

Volley after volley answered their fire, but the bullets pas'cil 
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left burning to deceive the Russians. Then the squadron 
trotted away in the darkness towards the black mass of the 
lesser one of the two rocky hills that tower over Philippopolis 
— landmarks in the nnbroken plain for many miles. 

Near the to'wn another hivonac barred the path-^this time in a 
field enclosed by a ditch and hank of earth. Leaving the 
horses to be led in groups of six to a single man, Captain 
Bourago and the rest of his force reconnoitred on foot np to 
the bivonac, and peered over the wall to hear the last of the 
Turks go away in the distance. Tho fires were only deserted 
a few moments before the dragoons arrived, ilonnting again, 
the dragoons, with the platoon of singers at their head, 
marched into the streets of Philippopolis, waking the 
inhabitants with the nnacenstomed mnsic. Everybody was 
of course surprised and delighted at tho arrival of tho 
Russians, and half tho population tnmed ont in their night- 
dresses. 

One of the consuls mot Captain Bourago, and begged him to 
enter his honse and take a cup of tea. Over tho tea ho pBt 
tho natural question. 

“ How many men are boro ?” 

“ Oh, very many — in fact, an immense force,” was the reply. 

“ But I mean bore in the city,” repeated tho consul. 

" "IVhy, we have got a whole squadron of dragoons 1” 

“ Then, if you value your lives,” said tho consul, ” you u ill 
lose no time in trying to escape, for you are surrounded on 
all sides.” 

With only a moment of hesitation, Bourago ordered his men to 
mount, and marched away towards tho station, where the 
enemy wa.s reported to lx> strongest. 

It was now ]vist midnight ; tho great piles of stores and several 
houses were burning at tho station, and just beyond could 
Im plainly distinguishetl by the light of tlio fires a great mass 
of Turkish soldiers in some disorder. In tho same formation 
ns l)oforc, the dragoons ndvanccil with groat precaution, and 
reached a ditch within short ranj^% concealed themselves 
in it, and opened a scattering fire, cheering and shouting with 
all tlicir might. 

Volley after volley answered their fire, hut tho bullets passed 
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ovei* their heads, and they began to shoot with all possible 
rapidity, talcing cnrefnl aim. The teiTiiic fire of the Turks 
gi’ew weaker and weaker, and finally melted away, and 
sounded further and further off. Now was the moment to 
charge, and the squadron mounted and went away at a gallop 
after 1,500 retreating Tiu’ks, sabreing those who did not 
immediately . give themselves up, and capturing over fifty 
prisoners. Surrounding the burning station noth a guard, 
Captain Bourago entered it, and found throe consuls there 
with several of the railway employes, and leamed that a 
short quarter of an hour before three Pachas were standing 
•there, waiting for a supper to be prepared. I hardly need 
remark that the otficers of the squadron enjoyed that supper. 
Count Rcbender, who, with Lieutenant Pijoff, had been very 
active through the whole affair, was given a platoon to clear 
■ out the nest on the hill, which he did in short order, and the 
squadron slept in the tonm. 

Philippopolis was in a frightful state. For just one week there 
had been a reign of the greatest confusion. On the 8th of 
the month a telegram was received from Suleiman Pacha, 
ordering the city to be evacuated of all its inhabitants, because 
he intended to bum it on the approach of the Russians. On 
the following day news came from the same source that an 
armistice of two months had been arranged. The Christian 
schools began again, and business was to some extent resumed, 
but only a few shops were opened for fear of the Circassians 
and Bashi-Bazouks. The Turkish families continued to flee, 
transporting all their household effects to the station to be sent 
to Constantinople. Frequent trains were run, carrying thou- 
sands of passengers, loadiag the roofs, the steps, and even the 
buffers of the carriages with a living freight. Provisions 
were thronm away or sold for trifling sums. A yoke of oxen 
only brought one Turkish pound, a cow eight piastres, and 
a sheep four. 

On the 10th of the month the last passenger train went away, 
and immense piles of goods and household effects still re- 
mained at the station. Orders came from the medical 
director at Constantinople to remove all the sick and 
wounded (numbering 850) to the station, to await a train 
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station, and Tvlion "we arrived it was nearly dark. Tlie 
wounded were liuddled together in a temporary wooden 
building, without attendants, with neither food nor water; 
many of them had died of starvation and neglect, and the 
rest were in a miserable state altogether. The single word 
“ ekmek ” caused a general cry of joy. A hundred bony 
hands were stretched out, sunken eyes glittered wth delight, 
those strong enough to move raised themselves on their 
elbows, and begged for a morsel. "While the biscuit was cir- 
culating one after another of the poor wretches htdd out a 
water jug or a canteen, and I found there was not a drop of 
water in the place, and had not been all day. 

I searched for some Bulgarians to press them into my service 
to bring water. Following the sound of wrangling and 
blows of axes I camo upon a crowd of them who had got 
into the store-room of the hospital, where medicines in bxdk 
and a few provisions, like rico and butter, were kept, and 
wore smashing things right and left and fighting among 
themselves for the loot. They scattered when I camo upon 
them in the twilight, but I halted there ns many of them ns 
I could surround and herded them into the hospital, loaded 
them with jugs and canteens, and started them for water. 

There was considerable firing still going on at no great distnneo 
jnst in the direction of the spring, and tlio Bulgarians wero 
not ambitious to distinguish thcmSelvcs nndcr fire, but haring 
noticed the muzzle of an oasy-ncting revolver looking for 
pome one in their vicinity they thought tho pafest plan was 
to bring tho water, and did so in liaste. But one of them 
had a half revenge later in the evening, or at least I suppose 
it was one of the crowd, for ns I was passing an open spaco 
in tho street I hcanl n splnttcr and a bang, and then a whiz 
elo«e to my hesxd, and it was evident tljat some one had 
piplitod me with an old flint-lock. I did not find tho fellow, 
and I thought it pnident not to make too careful a search for 
him, for there nero prolnbly a couple of horso pistols and a 
yataghan in his sash, and he had tho advantage of Wing in 
ambush. 

I have said that tho firing was going on tho first night wo wtro 
in the town, and we he.anl at fcnnriso tho cannon still boom. 



•uot^udnaoo jo 03JO| odji![ c oamj ijoti op smii^sn^X 
oqi jx sjoomtrjunom otp jo oq'^ ^^uixjSu ooxjjd oq; Sin 

•puojop ut fijunSxj ii3tojoj oqj jo sjOAVod oqi ui oaunpgnoo pnj 
■tott bAXjq oproad oq> otm^ eiq> i-jia oq> p^wa «ixiauo3 

'oSaoAax ut oax^oxj oq UAxonq oju oqAx. ‘sjaauitqunoin 
xixun|xxssnj^ oq; luoij JDjpia X-cta Xoq'J 'juq? noxsunii 
•ojddu xnojj oojj ^ai ;on oav fiqododdtjiqjj jo sjuopqxjqut aqx 

•dn 

naqatq ^^[Tjnpojta bu paioptsuoo oq Sam itrux; oqi pnxj ‘03.ioj 
OAipoija xiu oqq Sarq^duu ozmxtfUooj linoqjip Xioa si 51 
sassxmi SuqSSxu'^^x ‘poia^uas ‘patqxuotnop }o >xio “^nq t q^uos 
anqwT'J oot.uos op iipa XtJxa *da uoqoaq ?ou si uoijvzmxiSjo 
xioipq^uq oq? jx ‘spuuq oSjcf xn joqioSo? sp^oq ?x Ji Tioi?ra 
•nuimu ou puxj ‘.Ocmr?jx5 ou ‘soqddQS ou scq ‘aopxioi qnoxpXAi. st 
?x jo; ‘Xraju uu joiaoi oxx si ?i •sdax?;Sxi} oq? o? uot?oo?OJd 
puxj oouxqsissoXxoAO OAtS ssai?qnop ixiav pxxti *susi?suq[;) oq? o? 
oji?soq Xi9ttouo?ou ojo oS urn ioq? qonjAv qStioaq? ?ou?sxp oq? 
ui opload ox?? joj ‘saSopxA xiTV5?utxoxu oq? ux ?oa o? X?xio?d pup 


•aoxaaKOJsaaaoo «vav 
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siT:[q. JO q.sa;g 'jujid-BO otjq. jo aonojop otjj jo sjooCqo 

juoSjti o.iota oqj joj UAV.'BJpqjm oq oj ojgAi. taorj gqq. jo XtnjY 
Ti'Bissn'a; oqq. qoaqo ut Sttipjoq puTs Snxqotsjj'B ut paXofdtaa 
nooq ijoj-B]; p'Bq qorqAi saojoj qsp[aTi oqj jo ttoijjodojd oSjcj 
"B q.Bqq. juoj'udd'B araBoaq noos jt .Totrauto; aqij up ‘ssopdoq 
0 .tota jpjs smjxssu'g- oqq. jo ooTtxjApDtJ oqj oj oou’Bjsisaa; pojop 
-■nojc ‘s9];°gn.Tjs ojoaos jcojjt? ‘jo.nj puu 'cqu'Bj'Gj qy poitijd'BO 
P'Bq .iBoi! oqj JO asop aqj a.tojaq puB ‘qosipj pajsaAni ‘qojiA 
-ojBAJOg jB-tana^) .Taputi ‘qoiqAv UBU..Tag aqj jo aouBAjiB 

aqj f ttoijoajip siqq. in saojoj tcBissTip]; aqq. Xq p)aiiajBa.iqj jfaqj 
a.iaAV jCpio jojq -ai^douBBipy jo p.iBAvjsaAi Biptcmo'g; jo aoitajap 
aqj panopnBqB i!qBnj.iTA pBq sq.inj, aqj ‘noijoio: in utbSb a.iaAV 
stiBqjBg; jodoajg; aijj ui oq.inor) jB.Tatt0£) jo pnBuiinoo aqj .lapim 
saojoj aqj jBqj jnaiaout aq'j luo.ij jBqj Haas iiaaq aABq i,j 

•nTOiqoo sp 30 ooTitiApv 

ut o:j.ino9 jo iuaixiv — • nopuindoj uutninssnj^ oqx p 

sjjaiaqojjg — 'aidou^upY 30 uopudnooo — 'Xq 3000301^ oq^ 
p psnjay; oq? jo AausaaAiuuy — •suoJ^^3oSo2^ ODi^siiuiy aqji — •Siuqoi!^ 
qiHn!\j put! JOAJOg pta’ oqnq pnuig oq3 uaaAt^oq A\DiA.ia3nj — - sodao-j uuis 
- snq oq3 30 saoqran^j puu uox^nqu^sig — ’nSiudiuv^) oqx 30 sdoao]J aoxqx 
aqji — ’XmAY s.uxjtnioing jo o^noq — •sAo^unooua ptnos-iaj xixuAOdsoQ — ’BJiAnji 
put! snxusstiq 30 sassoq .^Atioiq — •01331:31 aAOAOg y — -XuiAy SiiJiioiy uunnajng 
30 3Tn;umoj[ 0x33 30 3tnBAnj 30JJ — 'osuqo Sm^toxjj ny — 'oqdxqg 3x1 Aoxsxxsiq 
xiBxxpnx 0x33 30 S300j}a; — ' sooao^X X 3siqAnj, oqx 30 uoxxxsodsig puu Aaquiiijj 
— 'x:qdiX3g 30 33x1^ 0x33 OAOjaq B3uainaAOj\T x3RiqAxxj, — •suoi 3 x;Aado poxiiqmog 
oq3 30 s3oofqo pxix: mqg — •X}3S3a3)U33 pxixB jjo3aqoqg 30 s3uauiaA03^ — •XA3auo3) 
osoq oq3 30 3x:3idx:o oqj , — 'ssxjj uqdiqg 0x33 30 03x:3g popAxOAQ — •saxjddng 
pauxi:3qo oqAnO0 pui: JU03oqo53g axojj — ' 3503x100 ox3x;nioidig y — 'xjqoxxj 
J3^xux:3^ puxj uqoxjg AOAAOg 30 3X!AiAAy — ■ aix 3 xxx:zoa 3 — 's.Ct’g X3 Uoa\j;, 30 qAoj^i^ aqj, 
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•XKHKaAOK KYIA3iaS HIIX 



P’lX VHU IplTJAV JOJ jn Ou 5 ')ptl 

tlUfiipi ptni ‘.C^joun 30 lunifmti u« pMopixnp KjCrp aiuaw^ 

nijj «pnjw viMj Xttun utrtwijjj /iJt>nvvf ‘.xnvtr'i^ \ 

— : p.TquD'JAp jaioj^rjfxlo o»p |o |>oot{An<vp3Snu «t 3>otJ.-xl 
tnip K«v\ ojju « maij st ja^pj |utnnfnn« otjj, 

•o^^anoj) jniAu.-fg 30 Xiiuti KTUt|jai3p\ oi^j 
Xri p'i!pin 4 Ku\\ ^tno*! Ktqi aioj.'vj P'JOtiDj-j fq pi»lnri.» 

K«AV ‘u.i.-N oq ujAv Ky qwmnputs^ii XjfltiTpJOAnn 8n \\ Xjp 

•oplourupy Titxln j^otxj Sinijwj jonnpl iivinwing o? pqfj 

(uaw *p.T\(U(I X[ptonljncqn9 vw *KJ."qk-i:«}p 'lOV'C P I'n^l 

« Sutqvm — p.'>punov\^ Oto‘t* TOVI ir''’rKno\v 

piX pun pnqiq fynnjjjo UA^putn ipApnno.v^ ‘piio^oo-^nunni 
•n.ijj nun piro ‘[Oiioion ouo *i?irjn«o 9 oav-j Sm-v^ ‘.ijqrjnpi^noD 
Xjaa atfiAv t;.T;so[ oqx 'wnojo^ 11A3 qitAV ‘pean)(l «3 

O-^iu oj-M^ KnnS o.wy.Cptitu S-wjqDtij anoj oaaw osaq^ ^iiomy 
■Sin^qSij oioAOS ao?jtj aot'^ooo no sui:issn}| oq^ 03 pwopUM 
-.ins fuouosud pa«?noq| oAvyXpiqx •4opuojjn8 o; ponodmoo 
pnu at3.M oq> ni naqo; svai Xtoao qstqjnx *pojn?(Iuo ?Rxg 
uooq fluiAvq vqdpiS P oScqiA Otjx 'ESU<I vqdiqg oq^ 30 
uojssossod qooj Xqs^opu^p (nionOQ XJunuTip 30 q?{5 oi[> uq 

•oqjno9 

3\jjnii09 30 ;tjq3 03 ooQopodrat pov ‘Xoottijiuq ‘X;ipultu ui 
Xjno puooas g^nomoAora Smqgxjdxaoooo woaa XqsjDpoji puu 
Ijcqoqoqg opqAATnJoj^ 'sossw^aoj nviqnnoQ oq^ 30 '^uotn^soAni 
pq3 qoo^Aopun ‘(quqo^sn^I 30 XoMy oq^ po^cuSisop XqoniS 
-uo) TOo*q oq3 30 Xmiy oq'j 30 pocwnioo oqi 03 po^uioddc 
‘uoqo[pox [tjjouor) 0[iqAA ‘X^^saij^ oouuj jopun SAM03 oq^ 
Xq uz^iatj^vig puo naoijj 30 noi3T;tlnooo-3J oq^ Xq poAioqoj oono 
3B BT5AV sqjtlx OTji JO ^uotnojijM siqx •o[(IououpY 3tj osodjnd 
3ijq3 joj p-^iods oq pjnoo gu sorauo Hsp^inx oqj jo qjSuoajs 
SantTUtnpa ojoqAV oqj 30 qonui os ojxMjaoouoo 03 Smoq 30ofqo 
Qq3 *paA\o\[oj pttt>^ 05 ^q n jo 83uooioAOin aaq^ctn^ ‘otuo^ 30 
p 3 q.ioqino Xp3soq 6dooa3 000‘0T oidom3TnJ3sno3 3c tjqotj j 

mnopitig 30 oouoit)3ddt3 uoppns oqj boaa so^oo; 30 oSnoqo 


•aasaaKOJsaaaoo utai 
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n a ‘ii ‘aoA 

oqq. o:}. iC^^j-oa.np Xi;d(I'B oq. 8A-Bt[ ]}'[ti.oa4. jCot[C). ppq. OAaAi. 
pu-B ‘subissh'jj 0 ^!). jCq p 0 a: 0 g;o suoi^ipuoo 0 qq. 0 q pjnoM q.BqAV 
p 0 q;sB n 0 qq. sqjrijQ 0 qj;j •aoB 0 (i JOj saa;uq.j; 0 A.o o:^ ttaq-Si]^ p]^tiOAv 
jCoqc}. (fBqq. (),Tiq ‘pa:),xiBjS 0 q p'[tioo q.t i^Bqq. taaqq. p 0 niAOftii 
oqAv ‘suBissu'jj 0 qq. Xq pasnjoa; sba\. 0 OTXStta.tB tty 

•SBXoqoTjq 9q;Ti(j ]pnB.i0 aqq. oq. osxb puT? ‘.§.ttiqs.T0x^0^ 'q-g qu 
0X)'Btn 8X8011.1)00; jCq 0Oiqstxiia;B ub. uiBqqo oq sqa0AA OAiq qsBj 9qq 
SnTOTiq) .ouijfjq u00q oABq sqotijx 0qq qBqq UAVOtcq XqqBqood 8i qj 

•Ai-O.Tootii-oq 

Xtqtm pattado aq qon: STioiqBtqo.oau puB ‘raatxq ooj paoBdaod 

sasuoq aqq oq iliaqBtpainnit quaAi Xaqj, -sixododdtpq^j ooj ^Bp 
-oaqaaX aoiiq.TBdax) sa[ XB^ap oq oj[tiq; ptiBorj oqq posuBO qorqAV 
Sniuioo otaqq jo 8Ai.atr aqq SBAi qx pnB ‘BoSB^-xqsg; rao.ij qooxoy 
jtioj qxioqB a.xaq paAiooB -^aq^ sraorp oq stob^ 

in oopBssBqxtty qsxqotij^ sbav puB ‘Soxiqs.xaqa^ -qg qB .xopBS 
-SBqury naaq SBq ajj 'Qq-to j aqq p qxiaTini.iaAor) aqq .xapua 

90tcBq.xodxiii JO qsod ioaAa jCptBau paxdxiooo SBq q^CtaBjq -aouB 
-q.xodxnt pnB uoiqBoapTSuoo qBa.xS jo q.Txij] b ‘BqoBj qXxnBj^ 
i!q paxTiBdTuoooB sx ap[ 'iCBp-oq a.xaq paAx.x.xB sBq BqoB^j .TaA.iag 

‘Bxssnqj i!q paqBjoxp 

sxnoaq aqq qdaooB jmB aoBad ooj axis jCqBa.x oq oo ‘qxiaxnoxa 
qsBj aqq qB jjBqaq .xxaqq xn Stix.xaj.xaqm puB^Sug; jo adoq Xxxb 
sx a.xaqq jx puB ‘qnoxnBq.xB^ ux saqBqoj) aqq jo qpisa.x aqq aas 
oq .xap.To xq axaxq xnaS oq .xaqqxa .xxiOABajixxa qxjxioqs sq.xxijj ax^q 
qBiqq ‘a.xojaooxxq ‘SnxqsxxioqsB qou sx qj ’naxa QOO'SSX ‘sxioxsxAxp 
uaaq.xxioj qnaxaoxa sxqq qB subj^bq; aqq .xaAO aABq sxxBissxi-g; 
9qjj 'aoxtBApB UBxssu'g; ax[q oq oouBqsisa.x sxiox.xas XnB .xajjo 
oq adoq xibo ^Coqq o.xaqAV opxs sxqq aoBxd .xaqqonB qou sx a.xaxjq 
‘9[douxquBqsno3 aoojoq ‘ixorauiqoqQ ^pxCug; qB puBqs b aqBxu 
XXjqs jCbxu jCaqq o^xq^^^ ’BqoB^j ubxusq jo qBajaj) oqq qqxAV 
‘BUAaf^j qB ‘j)[U0Av qx paqoxq)o.xd j SB ‘papua aouBqsxsa.x qsiq.xnj, 

•sXbj) uaaqqSta qsBx oqq xixqqxAv j)o.x.xuooo 
aABxj qB ‘b.xSb2;-xu0J[^ ])ub QxxAqg jo uoxqBdxxooo oxqq ‘jxa.xuqdBO 
puB ‘papxnxo.x.xus ..C^-XBaxi sbax BqOBj uBinxoqig a.xaqAV ‘aoB[d 
oxuBS aqq oq Bqdxqg xuo.xj qo.iBxu qiuku .CjxBuLa s^qojaqoqg ‘sqo 
-doddxqxjj oq Bgog xuo.xj qo.xBXU q)xdB.x Xxxxij.xapuoAV syq.xxxo^ 
‘OAoqBxoBg JO a.xuqdBO oqq ‘BiL.vaxj jo qBqq SB .Xjaqaxdxuoo 
SB Xxu.xB xispioxx^q oqq jo uoxqou.xqsaj) pxiB a.xxiqdBO oqq xxqxAv 
‘Bqdxqg qB X.xoqoxA • SjXqsqaqxBq; ‘oq.xnOQ /q Bgog jp a.xxiqdBD 


698 


•saaKOissiKKOD nsisaai, ao nx'Aixrav 



'jatpo no pxcAuoj matj; £cjp o:f saop sc sooicliooid 
J3AO Sni^ioj raojj moq^ daa^ pras opts stt];^ tio ^^ocq uoiraco 
PPM nara jfnctn sc 6a3p:| ifi os ‘aoi jo sscra c 
SI ‘TuDT^ifJon oq? ucq; aa^joqs pnc *dao)s liQX st qoiqAi, ‘ado^s 
njaq^nos aqj, •avqiis q;m daap ^oaj Xucni si ado^s tuaq^jon 
SntSScjp sjaipps ^qjg o:j X^ikav^ moij ptrc saaioq 
eApAL!^ pcq nnS qacg 'qSnojq^ XjAiopi SupiJOAi. snoS°cAs. uop 
-ratira pnc Xiaqi^c jo bcai ptroA ajoqAi aq^ passoia i naq^ 

•sXcp anoj jo 

aajq^f aqtq suoSSgai qnq ‘asjoq -c joj SJnoq’naAas st qipiczo^ 
o; CAOjqcQ raojj aonc^srp oqj, -pioqasnoq s,aqtiQ; pncjr) 
oq; JO pcaq aq^ *II^H p-^a^aj) SaipTqotii ‘cj.ooj uo passojo gtqs 
aqj JO sjaogjo aqj jo jxcd ja^cajS oqj, -pBAUJc jaX jon scq 
aScSScq 9,aqti(j pTrcjr) oqj^ ‘ji joao Smraoa aic saqddns 
•paqooiq iCqcjajx| st uqdiqg jo ssc^ aqj, ’noos aq jon qiM. 
saottcjcaddc toojj ‘qoiqAi ‘japjo San|JO.«. in si jjodsucjj 
eqj pjira ijiraid puq |[im- iraac aq'j aiqcqojd si jj ’sasjoq siq 
joj aScJoj pnc uatn scq joj pooj jo iiuajd scq aq jcqj qncra 
•jag mojj sajiJAi. ^aiaqoqg 'ajqcisncqxaci smaas czjucy^ 
eqj JO ia^c^ eqj jnq ‘paiojjsap pnc paScACJ i^aja^dmoo si 
iijmioo eqj puc ‘paiutiq si oScira Xjoao Xijcan sc ‘anjj si iji 
‘Suiqjou.qjiAi. paqsiojtij st ctpiraj, jo ian^^ 0^1 •jfjjimoo 
aqj no Snuii naoq escAiaqi^ scq ‘sacjncg eqj jo aScsscd 
siq aoms ‘gaiaqoqg 'iiijiraoo oqj no StnAq naaq scq eniij 
jcqj eonis puc ‘jacjs oj luiq pajqcna qoiqAi ‘cgog nt saqddus 
qsiqjuj^ JO Xjijucnb ajqcjapisuoo c pimoj oqjuo£) •oquucg 
oqj JO Jijipqisscdiui eqj JO Sntqcads jnoqjiAV ‘sucqjcg; 
aqj JO sscd jpioqjtp c jaAO cgog jo Xcai ^q ciucnraog mojj 
saqddus siq du daaq jou p|noo oqjuox) iCjjuapTAg quatn 
-OAotu pjCMJOj pidcj siqj SntJup ooioojoao naaq scq ijpio^ip 
jcqj Avoq Aiouq oj suoijuo aq qiAi nain iicjijiui ‘jjodsticjj 
naaq ojjaqjrq scq ^rajc ucissu'g aqj jo Xj^no^ip jcajid aqj sy 

•CAOjqcQ sc jcj sc 

Xpio SuiqjoAJ. si ouTj aqj cucSpig in puc ‘cissng ui saui{ aqj 
pa^ojjsap aAcq siujojSAioug -piJaM. optsjno oqj puc ctssu'jj; 
tuojj go juo i^ajaidmoo Suiaq sqjnj^ sc qoAi sc sucissu-jq 
‘saoucjsuraojio jcquoad jcqAi.anios japun jsajuoo oijcmoj 
'dip aqj uiSaq qiAv aiojjoui-oj^ -scqac^ qiuic^J pnc ja.uog 
JO iCAiJJC aqj JOj sjuuoooc siqj^ •scpqoi^ oqnQ pucj£) 

OZS 


•aoKaaNoasaaaoa syai 




‘notsiA](j pag 0T|^^ iioi;t)J3do*oa m ‘a3B[d Snrptmoxins 
JO notjaojai atjj tIJtA'- •^[jiiapLva 'snododdijiqj; jo qsuo ‘udcLitq 
uocin poipjtJia puu ■BoSu^-tqsg sx: acj sc Bopqoqg poAVo^pj 
‘pappc uagq scq uoisuiq q'JSX qoiqAX oj ‘sdiOD 
-jopcjj -OAOpcg pnc JajoiGg jo /cu. ^q sqododdqiqj nodn 
paqojcra ‘gosjAc^ juiatiar) jo pnccaiuoa oxp jsptm ‘noisiAT(j 
JO -i^ICA-Ga JO sapcSug 'SASiooqsdaxjqs jo 
snoipjjjcq jqSia jo sspcStjq jaqpSoj ‘scLioq qjjuo^q 

oqj JO ^J68 OU ‘niALj sji pee ‘noraiAip ti,m& stq ‘qjpx 8qj 
‘suojsiAip oAij q^x-Ai- ‘a|doxxBxapy xnojj sapia OAq-ijioj ‘BJic-A 
'U^ pnxx sxpdoddqiqj'oxfj jo uotjatmt aqj ‘ipnrai 

-jag joj paqojBxn ‘aijjxjq aqj aajjc icp pxiooas aqj ‘BOiaqo^^g 
— : SAX 0 i[ 0 j sc tiaaq aAcq 
cqdxqg jo o^jjcq aqj pxic egog jo aJtijdxxo aqj aaxip saimjc 
ucxssxig oqj JO stioxjxuodo aqj ^ — 'VOZ ‘HiiKYzag + 


•^aqcj^ czjucg aq^ 

ijTioqSTiojqj pxic sqododdqiqj oj oxn<w pxic ‘otdoxnjncjsxioo 
pxic ejdoucupy oj axio 3 OAcq ijsojy •qja[ aac Axaj XiaA (^cqj os 
‘sqjtioxn eajqj jo oa\j !;sc{ aq^ Sxcuxxp XxfxiTxoa oq; Sxn^cnocAd 
X[|capcjS naeq sxjq uoxjcixidod qsiqjxij, oqj;, ■eucqjcg eq?, 

JO qjjou pag nojjcpdod xicucSicg oqj 50 padcosa ^cqt^ |[y 
cucS[tig JO jjcd pijijxicaq •jsora pac isaqou eq:j ‘aoc^d jajjcj 
eqj Sntpiipai ‘OAopc^ oj oxiAqg xuojj ‘oSegu. pxxc xmo!}. XaaAa 
JO pies aq ^ern axncs aqj, 'ijxaadsoad joaxoxic sjx saaAOoaj 
jt ajojaq sjxjai! aq {{Ui. -ji pxic ‘paxxxtij iCjajaidxnoo si qquezag 
•sixqidsoq oqj jo aSjxjqa aAxnj oqAi. ajaq saucaaqjodc pnxj 
sjojoop ucucSirag-xicujSTiy ano-jCjuaAi-j ajc OADqj^ 'pooj aoj 
g^o ojc ^aqj Avoq Avoxiq qon op j qSnoqj ‘spjcf aqj in pooAX. 

JO iqnajd q?iAi ‘paraaCAi ^jqxqjojxnoD xnaqj pnnoj pne jxuaAas 
ojxii paqooj j 'CUAa;^ jc sc papxmOAi pee qaxs aqj poeopeeqe 
pne jfcAic xiiLi joe pxrq sjucpeajjc jcjidsoq aqj jcqj OAjasqo 
oj pci2 8CAA 1 pee ‘ajaq s^cjidsoq xppjjej^ ^cjaAas aJC sjaqj;, 

■ssatAi.opuiAi. 

0JC eaoxqdajg OAcq jcqj asoqj pac ‘saoc{danj jeoqjiAi. 
OJC aeoS joa ajc SAiOpeiAV oqj OJaqM. sraooj sc ‘sSxnSpoj jaS 
oj o^qissodinr jsora^c si ji pec ‘ssafAvopeiAi ojc secissnxi; aqj 
/q paidnooo iijecjsux joe soseoq oqj xic jcqj si j^esoj aqj^ 

zj:s 


•aoxaaxorsaaaoo HY.a 



sipdoddtpijj nodti (joti p^tioo o^ptiOQ p.ionar) 

■pT 30 .i T[°iT[ 0 t[q: JO juapnadapTii: SIpdoddI[It[^J oj ptjo.t v scq; 
jl -papnnoj-ms aq jotniBo ptru ‘paptiajap ^psBa sai'Bjtniota 
aqj jsui'bSb noijtsod u st 'BAo:qBTn'Bg •apuo.ij ataos o?[.raor) 
pjauar) itaAiS aA-eq jqSnn puB ‘qStiona pooS sb.u. TiBjd aqj, 

•STpdoddtpq^j xno.tj aAT.x.iB 
ppioAi. sjuaTnaojojotaj jBqj pajoadxa sba4. jt asnBoaq iljqBqoad 
‘ajpap aqj ppq oj juaAi s.ToqBj aAp i!po qoiq^ jo ‘natn QOO'OS 
jnoqB ‘Bqog jB SJoqBj jCjjq ataos a^taAi. a.iaqj;, •BAoqBinBg 
jB sao.toj siq jo qjtiq aqq. qjtAi. quBq puB JBax aqq. ui oq.itio-Q 
■[Baaaa-0 qoBjjB oj jaBata /jjnaptAa uaqq. .tapaBintaoo qsp[aTiq| 
aqjj qi ttjiiq. oj JtioABapna puB ‘jnojj at ji qoBq,jB ‘ajqap 
qtqojadB 3 [ aqj aodu aouBApB i!qB.mjBn’pjaoAi oqjiio^ -[Bjaua-g 

— : UBjd SoTAVoqoj 

aqj pajBOtpat ^jjaaptAa saotjtsodsrp asaqj^ "snog taojj 
jsBa-qq.Tios ‘BAOqBxaBg nodu XqBdtouud jtiq ‘qxCp.tBZBg;-.tBjB j;, , 
oj Bqog taOcXj pBoa aqj ao ‘aBxiixjqo]; .xBaa ‘ajqap qxqojndB^i; 
aqj nodu ijjjBd qoBq qaj Bqog jo iltaaB aqq, 'uata 000‘SI 
jCpBqojd ‘sJoqBj aAq-ijuaAij aaaAt a.xaqq “Bqdxqg jb saoxjxsod 
aqj SuTOJuj taoaj oqAUO£) iBjcaua-c) jaaA0.xd puB ‘BCpuuq, 

JO iCaqBA aqj oq. aouBAjua aqq Suxpuajap jo uoquaqux aqq qqxAi. 
^[quapxAa ‘BzqxqBjg uodu paqBa.xqaa qBuo^J-BqBjy qB saoaoj aqq 

— : SAVoqoj sb ajaAi. Bqog jo j[bj 

aqq .taqjB puB Bqdxqg jo jjBj aqq aaojaq squataaAota qsxq.xuq aqq 

qxasjadsxp Bqog 

puB sxpdoddqxq^j jo saxxnocB aqq puB ‘jxa.xuqdBo aq oq sxaaas 
XxaqxqjB aqq jo qaBd qaajS B ‘uaqBq 0a;aAi. saauospd QOO'S 
qnoqB jCjuo qSuoqqjB puB ‘papaaoous q.xBd qBaxS ux SBq uBjd aqq 

•uosxjabS 

sqx Suxojojaxaj; puB ‘gajaqoqg a.xojaq ajdauBupy SaxqoBajc 
tnOcXj paquaAajd asBO Aws ui ‘qxasjadsxp aq puB ‘a.oB°SBq 
puB jfjaqxqjB -xxaqq asoj ^jqBqxAaux qsnta i!aqq a.xaqAi. puB 
‘spBO.x ou aiB aaaqq ajcaqAi ‘suxBquuota adopoq'g; aqq oqux saAjas 
-xnaqq SuxAioJcqq iq quq adBOsa on aABq pjuoAA. ‘sao.xoj sxpdod 
-dqxq^j aqq sb qaAi. sb 'Bqog jo jCxujlb SuxqBajqaa; aqq Xbai sxqq 
nj "tnaqq puxqaq ^o quo BzqxJBjq aqq jo jCajjBA apqAi aqq puq 
pjuoAi jajaqoqg puB ijqzqapB'g; jo quaxnaAOxu sxqq iCq sqauq aqq 
•oqjuor) jBaaaa^ qstnB§B ssBd qBqq Saxpuajap trenixqqoj qB 
sqjuq aqq go quo oq osjb puB i pBO.t OAopxB^J oqq j^q °axqo.xBxa 

g4g 'SHoiivaajo iKaoaa .lo iavKKas , 



■^nopiAO SB.U. tiosBOJC 0T{jj -cz^^trig on pimoj o^iAop 

•uoq; pan aongpnig; sjuiauag ptnj ‘pauopntjqti Jo 

oiyop pxmoj 50]^CATi0Tjg [luaadg 'paj-caddcs^ puq 

oq) puTioj 8ti ‘Xop 'jxau paoBdaad gommCTp^\ 

nanAi. (jnq ‘^j^uij^snt 3^otj:|;tJ oj iniq pa^apjo oqAv ‘o:^xiio£) 
|Bjona£) mojj snoi^onj^stit aoj pa^isu aommBTjOAv ^BjanaQ 
•aoi'jsroxiti nn joj ^sb ejdom^utqsnoQ raoij sjapao p-eq ioq^ 
Sapi-BS ‘aoTix}. jo u ^uas sqjnj^eqpXep^xa^ 'tioTa qsI ?so[ 
oq qotqAi. tn ‘ooTnjssiTmnooai b paqsad pm? ‘tJAoqBoiBg pimojB 
saoipisod Snoops ui sqjnj^ aqp pnnoj BommTstraAV XBjauaQ 

HOtSLATp 

^}sjq aq; jo optsSijq g^qoutJij qitai iBp ■jxau innni^qaj epiBAiop 

gojBAnoqg StriAio^pj jjasraiq 1 spjBAiop ‘janapni^ 

pjanax) ‘sdjoQ q^Bi^ oqp 30 noisuip '^saq-Xpin^p aqp jo 
?s?u aq3 puc ‘uotguip q^g aqj iajpAapnoQ ^BianaQ ‘paBUQ 
aq^ JO nojsiATp pjiqj eqj ptre itretaijqaj gpABAioj ‘BO^ba 
* x\oqg iBjanaQ aaptin ‘pJBxvQ oqj jo noisuxp pnooas aqj ‘qjg 
XjBUBBp no 5 ■CAoqBoiBg oj 8dJ03 tpuiil 30 nOISXATQ jsxg 
aqj JO jJBd qjuA Boniarotia^\^ jBiauaf) paqojudsip eq qj' 
Xottiubp uq 'saatpios aa20,g»j3Bq paAJtqs-j|Bq siq ijsaj oj 
sXup 93 .iqj Bgog nt pautBinaj Xpio oqjtior) paanax) -sjaiqo 
ojqBdBO Xq pa[ naqAi. op ubo Xiojb nBissn-g b jnqAv ALOqa 
gaieqoqg ^Bjanag jo ijBqj pan oqjnor) jiuanar) 30 qaa-cm eqj;, 
■XniJB JO not&iadarp pnn noxjonjjsap eqj xn paj^nsai 

OABq oj sxnaas jt sb ‘soonanbasnoo sjx nx jxixqiodnxi Xqxmba 
‘aaAOAioq ‘sbaa jj 'XxnjB qspiJiix Qq? SttunjdBO ni paaaoxiB 
^^oti pip aq SB qoxxxascni ‘[njssaoons ssaj sbas. jxiq ‘pnoniqox'g 
JO ipjj aqj jajjB aa^j jo ^jrasjud s.^nBjQ nopxjxixqxnoo 30 ssan 
•jjTAxs pnB jnamaAOtn 30 Xjipidcj xn sa[qxnasai ‘sqjxij;, aqj jo 
'jmsjnd joq v xix papna qaiqAV ‘oqjnog jBianaQ 30 qojxjxn sxqj^ 
' ■XBpja^saX aaaq 

paAtUB puB ‘ajnjdBO sjx aa:yB sjtxoq Aiaj b sx^ododdxpq^ ^jjo^ 
pxxB *oqjnox) |Tiiana-0 paxxiBdraoaoB oqAX ‘gBjs B,oqnQ pnxur) 
oqj JO ‘uopog puopQ Xq am uoaxS ‘sqododdqxqj uodti 
qOABDi aqj JO aAxjBiXBa Snmonoj 9 i{j pnas j anxxjuBara aqj nj 
•snoxjxiiado s^oqjiior) jo sfixqap ipxj noX pnas Xjpajqnopnn 
3[XAA oqiuor) ixiianag qjyAi jxxapnodsajjoQ ^Btoadg nno^ 
•noxn JO aogxaoBS (jBajS ^jxioxptu. fjx oqxq jo aoiqd jxiqj iisaATix 
oq pinOD Jon ‘jBaa sxq nx uAoqxjxnBg ijb aojoj qsxqjnj, Suojjs b 

m 


•aoxaaKOJsaaaoo avAi 



•toj ‘p0p09OOTis 0 T[ sxT{^ nj • 0 X 111 ^. tireS pxx-B 02 [a;tior) p.x0xi9-0 ' 
il'epp oq. 0Soda;xid xto 0 j: 9X[ (^xias p'Bx|; ■bx^ou^j xix3xnx0|ug '^xi0xii 
-x^o^3c^ap "B 0.xaAi -i£ax[jj ’jo ‘^msjxid nx sxjav 9X[ S2[.xxijj ax[q^ t^ott 
0 .X 0 AV jC9xj!^ (jxiq ‘sxiox!},xsod pooS xii paqoxxgac^xia j£|Suoj'}S sq.xxij, 
aqq. ptixioj ajaq puxj ‘qijpX ‘sqododdxpq^ xnoaj sa^pic xxo^ 

Xxioqxj paqox30.x 03[.xiiO£) ^uxauarj -sqododdqrq j spaBAV 

~o^ xro paqstid a.x9x{X Sirxddo^js qxioq;).XAV pxixx ‘ijxLTnq j^xjq ^tioqu 
^[xCp.xxjzBg-.x'c^'cj;, putioj jfaq J, “cgog SmAB 0 ]; Ja^jx3 X^p q^JUOj 
aqq. 'gx XxmxuBp no qxCp.xxjzug-.x'B^'cj;, jo xix paqoxsaa 

pxiB ‘s^sxxjAv .txax[X o:). du ja^xjAv ppo-aot S!)x q^xAs. 'cz^x.ix;j,\r aqx 
popxj.w sdooax s,ojpxxior) •paXo.xqsap sbav qiCp.xx3zx;g_-.tx;:}X3j, .xbbu 
oSpxjq aqjj 'sa.xotjssxjxn xix!t.ixjS[xig; aq^j .lo^jx: Snpxxjg; pxixj 
jo^Xuqog •.xjif Xq poqsxA 0 Sx;[|xa ^xuxiq ;s.xxj oqx ‘0.i0;qso£[ .xboxi 
o.x0qAV9xaos o.xoax xCaq:j qxCpaxj7.xjg;-.iX5:)x;j, qxj poAX-x-xu aq xia qM 
•pxjaqxi X^^jxjSqs o.taAv sq.xxijj aqx Xaqxj^ 'Uzq.x'Bj,(j; aq:} xxx paAx.T.fu 
oq.xTxor) luxauor) naq^Y ‘fco-x oq} jo xioxu QOS Xxxoqn 

3JO cfxio 0} axui:} xii poAx.x.xx) xC}uo xxxoxnxSoa siq:} qxiq ‘:}xja.x:}0.i , 
qspptxijj oq:} Xf® ^xio x>uxj Xa^ ox ‘spBO.x oax^ oqx xiaaAVxoq suto} 
-unoxn aqx sso.xox! xxiorarSo.t ouo x^xos pxjq ‘uBxuxxxpi SuxssBd 
.xoxjxj ‘xr/xx.ix!j^ ox[X oxxxx Suipxioosox) o.xojoq ‘oq.xxiox) IXJ-xoxioq 

•osxsqo aqx xixp'x XDOxsnxjqxa 
X)ux! ssap|xxJ3-xq pxix; ‘sx*xoqo xxx;xxraxpxodxis Suxqxixit ipoi ‘xuoqx 
uoaAXXoq bzxx.ibjy x^xyAx ‘aoqxo qoua jo xxi°;s xix oxxiix oqx jo x>xx’d 
O.X 0 AV XapBA oxjx XII oouo saixn.ii! oa\x oq •qxixiq xjxq oxp Suo^x: 
soxixiixuoo xxxixi ‘uo.ioqoaifQ ynixi ‘qiCxx.ixr/.xif]; ‘muxxixxioi xiaoAvxoq 
'B'/xt.xxqY oqx JO Xoqx5A oqx ojux gxiuoasa}) qoujAV pxio.x oxjx Snop 
Xioads xsoxnxxx oqj xjxyAX p.iBAV.ioj jwqsnd qoiuAxioqg p’-ionox) 
X)ux! oq.xiioQ [ixiouoQ •STiUTjxiuojY odopox[xj oqx jo aooj 
oqx “uo[X! xr/.xT.xxijY oqx Jo quuq x^I^}.! oqx no sqododdijiqj oj 
'BAoqxnniJg xuo.ij piio.i oqx Xq ®uixx;0.iio.x o.xoav oxjav ■'sq.inj^ oxjX 
.TOXji; pox-iuxs qouunuqo^Y 'osxiqo Jdaptoxo osoiu xi xu:Soq noqj^ 

•XJAoqminig xno.xj po.xxioddxisij) jniq sq.xnj^ 
OXJX pnuoj qoiunixqxo^^Y ‘XXto.ixo.x siq nxjSoq 

X[xnxqsut ojq •o[doux!j.ipY' X{Oiro.i oj jiodoif .lOAo oq jt xso[ 
oq ox SBAV x^oiuom n jOjq miio.i oqj tix xniq oqxij puxi xx! 0 .xxo.i 
KU} qo xxxo ox X!7.xx.xxq^T oqx jo Xojps^Y oqx oj Suup.xxnn o.xoav 
X qzxopxjxj xxxioxxoQ pnx! qo|oqoqg xnxonoQ -xiqdxqg jo .xoxsxxsip 
oiqx.x.xoj ox[x ^q X]j 0 } poSqtxo s«.\v ‘oouojop jo xxxqd xxoatoouoo 
-[{OAV sxq xxxo Su|X.T.xi5.0 JO jxxiox^xq ‘JopminxnxoQ qsxq.iuj^ oqj^ 

S4S 


•asvno OKiiioxa kv 



ojqtiqojd si (jt pnu ‘psdisosa jiasmiq og 'Maq 'jqSntxi 
BBAi. XituTj s.utjmtajiig JO qonnr Avoq nrcjjoosc oj o^qxssodttrt sx 
•jstjj (fo raiq |(p[ oj pcq ^oqj juqj os ‘ajqxjs stq 
pnxj BJ9A|0A9i JO sutiaia j!q pnuq uavo siq qjxAX. sjoxpjos uaojjg 
papTnio.\i. puB pajp^ puB ‘mjraptjui a jo •noijtiiadsap eqj 
'jqSnoj ‘OAip ainjduo oj paiJ^ sncissiig aqj moqAx ‘Ai 3 |noijaud 
HI TJqOHj OHQ ‘ijnj 'jTjaaS q-jiAx. fjqSaoj sqinj, aqj jo eraog 

•sjauosiid 000*8 qoo? P^tj ‘snnS ddnj^ £}jg paanjdaa suHtsan^ 

eqj pna ‘ppg aqj uo popnnoAi poo puap OOO'f sqjnj, oqjj 
•naiu QQQ ^soi sracKSQ^ aq? qorqAi nt ‘paj[nsAr apjcq BiaAds y 

•dn pau 

-jtiq XijuHjin aqj apqM ‘innnjoo SntjaaAjaj oqj jo puaq aqj 
paScStta ‘5onsui3[ jTiranag japan ‘saooScap piiqj aqj jo pi'ctiS 
oonnApn 8,a[^iAapnoQ; pntj { Jttaa Jiaqj aodn j^aj pan dn emna 
^oaxmnnaAV ‘BqnxoniBjg pan eaapnaxnaQ; aoaAX-jaq 

qmjp qstqxnj; aqj paqonjjn pan ^daiijui oqj jo qjuos ^^(d 
eqj JOAO pJBAUoj paqsud ‘toqtpng patdnooo SniAuq ‘pAHtig 
aqj. JO notsjAxp paooas aqj qjui ‘goiBAnoqg |waTia£) •aon^d 
!).Bqj uniniopig 50 Sarpnaq jo ?oatqo eqj qjiAi ‘proj aqj 
^q ■Bqnxninnjg oj pjBAUoj aoisiAip orans. siqj Avaaqj oqJtioQ 
iniana^ ‘Saxjiaq 'jnoqjiAx. ‘naqAi, ‘qjgx paqoBOJ eq ooi 3 [d 

qaiqAt ‘sqododdqiq<j oj d[[iAapao(j jiuoaox) japan. uoiatAxp 
pjiqj eqj pjuAuoj paqsad oqjnof) i«jana£) ‘loqipas eqBj oj 
Snundaid efi q a\ •.goanironaA\ '[mauax) .fq pansjnd X^joq 
‘tjq'cmnrBjg uo Sutqojmu ‘ajapuataaQ ^n £vaj.-c oqj jo pyoq > 
oi[j ‘suinjuuoxa adopoq'^ aqj jo ?ooj oqj jy pnoi aqj uo ejaAi. 
sqjtij^ aqj^ ’aao Suxjxoxo pun asop n amoDaq avou ptjq aoni aqj;, 
•.ixujxj Suijnajjaj aqj jaaxu oj ‘ajapuamaQ 
joj .fnp anins aqj qoopp aajqj jn •ya^ SuiAtjq nqoBj unuiTapxg 
‘qj^X at[j uo qaop,o (^qSia qnoqn aonjd jnqj Suxidnaao pun 
Sniqo'ca.i ‘SuiuoAO oqj Suijnp sqododdtiiq j uodn paqaanTu ptq 
‘suooStjjp JO uojpBubs n qjui ‘oSiunoa puopQ oxnijunaai eqj uj 
•paqanaj uaqj puq Xaun Suijnajjaj aqj aonjd 
qoiqAt ‘ajopnotnaQ uodn pajijaa pun ‘suoijisod Jxaqj pauopunqn 
/[ajnjxdtoajd sqjuj, aqj uaqAi ‘jnai oqj ui to^ipng qonjjn 
oj Suipaaoojd ajOAV pun ‘gjnssnq aq^ jo sasjoq oqj uo ‘quniy 
^n nzjunj^ eqj passojo ‘xoqrpn^ pauin^ sdoojj siq jo jjn^j 
•sjuoq jnoj-jCjuaAij jso[ aq XnAi siqj uj qoqtpn^ Suiqoxqjn JOj 
ajndojd pun ‘ajjiouuoooj ‘j[nq oj paSi[qo stjax oqjtior) pjauag 


•aoxaasoJBaaaoD am 
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tnatj;; !}S9.T.rB o:). q-usio^s 9];clOT[t!^Tii3:^gTroQ pti-c Tua'qq. 

90.TOJ T[sp];.mj, Xtfc st 8jeT:[q. qqtiop j pu^B ‘q.SBpq.'u gtuoo 

SBq i!.TO!}opv psjCBpp-Stiorj -ssaopus jo opp-poop oqq. uo g.tb 
su'GTSSTi'g; sqj, -papBulbg uoaq jbao X^pjxjq aABq ‘uopBuiqtnoo j.o 
ss0TiqotTib pttB ‘t^uaniaAoni jo iqTpidB.! ‘uopnoaxa jo Xq-xtio-ggip 
aoj , sxiopBjaJo q.Tio papaiBO aABq oqAV ‘papqoqg puB 
‘/qzijapB'g; ‘oqj;Tio£) s^BJaua-C) aJB nSredtaBO aqq. jo sao-taq aqp, 

•aaidrag; 

tcBTHOpQ aqq. oq patCT-oBnix aq ubo qBqq SunqqXtLB puoXaq 
srLOxqsBSip a.TB sqpi8a.t sqt puB ‘atttttaoqTiBd b ui auaos ttoiqBUUoj 
-suBxq B SB pidBJC SB naaq SBq qj ‘silBp naaqjp jo tcSiBdraBO 
B xn paqsiqdmoooB tcaaq SBq ‘adopoq'g; oq sitBqqBg; aqq inojj 
puB ‘a];doTiBppY oq Bpog utojj Xiqnnoo apqAV .aqq jo iroTqBdno 
-00 aqq ‘sainuB qSTqa.iiq, aa.iqq jo uopoujqsap aqq ‘qpsaj spj^ 

•a[doxiiq 

-uBqsTioQ tn qB qB sdoojq jCub aJB a.iaqq aAaqaq qon op j aoj 
‘a'[do'aBT.q)y tii; aq jCbui ajaqq saoqoj .xaAaqBqM. puB jCtjijb 
spBxuiapg JO qoaa;Ai. aqq ilpo ajdoTtTqxiBqsiioQ puB stiBtss'n.'g; 
aqq naaAiqaq AiOBc st a^aqq, qjB jb ajdauBtapy puajap 
jCjpjBq qpA puB ‘aaqouqs otnBd aq qm pauraB XjpBq 
saiAO]; Aiajq '.^uBtii aq qounBO qotqAi ‘a|doTiBT.Tpy m aq 
jCbtii aaaqq saojoj .laAaqBqAx puB ‘jBJaqBqjpBn^ aqq jo qBqq 
stttBtaaj i!jno Atou aa;aqq ado-itig; ui sattnjB qstqa.iij;, aqq jQ 

"G^dxqg JO 

qBqq SB jCjaqajdxiioo SB qsoxnjB ‘pajCojqsap XqBjaqq SB pajcaptsuoo 
aq Xbxii UBxxrxajTig jo i!xn.xB aqq, qjB qB ajdoxxBxopy SuxqoBaa; 
Tirojj qx qxiaAajd pxxB qxBaq iCqsBa pqiOAX aq aojoj spjq qxiq 1 suxBq 
-xmoxn: adopoqq; aqq jo qooj aqq qB ‘XaqBA BzqpxBjq aqq Sxiojb 
‘ apxs qquos ‘jCBa.x qqSx.x sxq xio ao.xoj xixBq.xao b xpiBxnaajq xno.xj; 
sq.xoda.x B:ot9qoqg qBaaTiax) qjB qB xiiaqq qqxAv ajdouBxjpy qOBaj 
qpA aq jx jtijqquop sx qj -sqododdqxqfj jdub Bpog qB a.xaAi 
qBqq 000‘Sf' P 000‘05 ai;doxiBx.xpy paqOBa.x puB 

padBosa aq jxj^qouj pa.xapxsxxoo aqjCBxo; xxBtcipjng ‘sxxBissti'g; aqq 
Xq .xoj paqxxxioooB xiaxrt 000‘ii ‘ajqqBq qsBj aqq xix sao.xoj sxq 
JO qxBd JO xioxs.xadsxp aqq ‘qq.oip pxdBi Iq jDasxiBO ‘s.xajS.oB.xqs 
j)ttB ‘ssanqoxs ‘xcoxqstiBqxa xtiojj sassoj qoxipap aAx xxaq^ psoj 
SB pajapxsxtoo aq jCBni pxxB ‘sxtxBqxxxioxir aqq oqxix padBOSa pxxB 
pasxadsxp sbai qxB^ -aoBjd qBqq paqoBaj; j).tBTi.§ aoxxBApB s.aqxA 
-ajDxxoQ; xxaqAX BqBxxxxxxBqg passBd XjDBa.xjB pBq xxaxn sxq jo q.xBd 
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0[(Jom3upy qxtjAv aajaid smjissny oqj[, 'op qii3tnt!ii.iT! j 
tisi'^tjg; 8as 'jiuai oj Sni^lpi^. 9iv sj^xnj; onj^ 

•uiSaq cq Xjanq tJ nt Sajaq ^[^aaptAd apis aaq^ioa ‘-C^stiouos 
snorfupoSoTi uado enop siuv Son^'^oti (jnq 5 itsAi. xiiiauaS u 
ni possnosip oaaAi EJi-cjjy •outc^ e^qiiiaptsiioa tJ pauiumaj osp 
puii ‘^is^ aq-^ paxun'^oi 03^^nQ puuiQ oqj^ "H pun iuoq un 

SuiTjit;^ pauinoraj putj *^np-o^ 33[n(i puujQ aq*^ ijista v pincl 
■cqcud pun iiqo’C<j joAjag — iijq^ fuvnuvf ‘aiiKYZag; 4- 

'■qpioAV 

sttAV unq^ a^qnoj^^ aaom pu« ‘^uamaAorapidni uo qaoqo 'juajS 
^aA V aq putioj suaa Xja[[ipiu aqj, ‘^rnsjud pidm srq ui 
putqaq pitjd pun qaiucqjQ ^n i^p^uaaq SuiAnq pmd ‘miq 

q^uv OOT sunS qq^ s^oqAttOQ jq -iiaqi-jAn 

qiTAA paqddns ^[X^unos st ^^[aqoqg juioua-g -sunq^ng; aq^ 
aaAo !^aj£ lou sx ilaaip-jan aqj jo pjap ^najS n pun ‘sasAoq aq;. 

JO x{;nap aq; -iq paanpai X[q'wapisuoo uaaq snq Xa^nAno oqj, 
•noi;i3waojni ou aAtrq j qotqM josaaqumu aq; ;noqn ‘XaaippiT! 
pun XJi;nAno aq; ei aiaq; siq; o; uoi;ippn uj •;nud ut sinaddn 
Biq; auit; aq; Xq sunqing aq; jo apis s^; 6;auoXnq OOO'J-SI 
BAtS ni^ qoiqAi. ‘a;Timt;sa joao un aq ;ou pajpuuq xis 
qmxr^juq ‘8uoqtj;;nqaq; utuora jo aaqurou aq; Suiuitipiaosn jo 
eunaui ou OAuq j 'saoTtB;;nq X;aaAi; pun paipuuq oav; \p} ui 
— enoi]n;;Bq unoj*X;aoAi; ‘nqdiqg ;b Smssoao avou sjoipmiajS 
JO BUOtsiAxp OAVjL •suoiin;;nq OAv;*X;aiq; ‘8ja;ooq8djnqs 
JO saptSuq oav; q;tAi. ‘suoisiAtp oa\; s^gapqoqg jo suotp3;;nq 
OApAAj; 'OuATig JB uoisiAiQ q;xQOj-X;uaAi; aq; jo 8noq'B;;nq 
0 Ap.u.j, 'aidouBupY spjnMo; qoanui aq; uo ‘gozjzn^; zaputi 
‘uoistAXQ p-iyq; aq^ Jo suoqxqjcq xis-Xpinjj, -pappn uaaq pnq 
uoisiaiq; q;aaa;jg aq; qoiqAV o; ‘o(dounijpy pun sqododdtjnj j 
uaaAs.;aq ojaqA^axuoa qojmn aq; uo ‘sdzoo s,Xqz;apn'g ’[nzauar) 
■saoq'B;;nq iqqSia oqnxu ‘Bja;ooqs-dzcqs jo sapnSiaq o.si.; 
q;iA4. ‘asaqji "cgog ;n si qoiqAv ‘pziniQ aq; jo udkumq ;sjq 
aq; jo apnSuq puooos aq; ;daaxa ‘sqododdi^xqj ;uoqn pun 
;n ‘sdaoQ q;utjjj aq; jo suoiblaiq q;}q pun ;gag-Xpixq; aq; 
‘pxcn-Q aq; jo suoxsxAxp aajqj, — oqanof) luiouog — : SAioipj 
sn pa;uqu;sxp ozn fianq\ng; oq; kao aaou saozoj un^su'g; aqj, 

•ngog 

•;g XIX aoxAzas snojSqaz v ajniqopo o; asooqo Xaq; p^uoqs 


•aosaaKMsanaoo uym. 



‘9|;do9d pgjgTi'b'aoo si3 ara-eo i!9T[!j^ !J'bt['}, pgti^da.t 

‘p9!j09dx9 stcoi^jipnoo 'j'Bqju. psjjs'B n9p;V\ -possnosip 

jCpnoTjas stJAi eo-ead jo trotc^sanl) aT[!j i];oit{A\. gnpitip ‘jjopipj^ 

‘I\[ 9t[q. X'Bp-Oq. AVaTA.Ta(}t[I .ottO]^ 13 pi3X][ 

'BtjO'Bj pu'B 'BtfO'Bjj .xaA.Tag — ‘jspg rixnmivf ‘aiaKTZa^I 4- 

•pa^'BToajdd'B -fpiig; ac[ aioti 11x30 aoiiX3^STS0.T 
guiSxn. TIT spuapij B,^a3[.mj^ jo ssaupnin atj;c)- ‘jxiat at^c^ ^paqaaA'B 
STiT[q pux3 ‘qxsajqa.T oq ■qoiqAV aaAo aSpx.tq stiota'Bj aqq. qqiAV 
x3issTi'p[ paqsrajTLj aAxsq p'[tiOAV ‘^oooqo.T^ Sjjjaiq'BiLoj STiiqdaoox3 
jfq ‘sq.mjj aqq qxiqq pa.ToqTnaTiia.i s_t qi Ti9q_^\ -iCup-oq 0 S 13 . 1 'BajC 
auo qsnC pasop afdontqxixiqsnoQ qxi 0on9.i9q:noQ aqj^ -saoard 
oq SuT][qTatiq qnq ‘STiqqmn.TO X^no qou st o.iTdTiig[ UBinoqqQ aqj, 

•a][douTqtn3qstioQ jo noTqxsdiiooo 
uStajoj 13 put; ‘ado.irig; jo apqAV aqq jo sqaap aqq jo pAjjaxi 
aqq iii qpsa.i i![qx3qo.id {[uv qotT[AT ‘aidomqnxiqsTioQ qix s.iap.io 
-srp .to TiotqTqoAa.i 13 jo .ios.moajd aqq si qi saAOipq pui3 ‘aAX3.i2 
jCiaA st3 qnaAa siqq nodn sqoo^ •qnaraota qnasa.id 

aqq qx3 aidouTsupY paidtioao ipT3qo.id sixq jjapqoqg qxi.Tauar) 
•somvjf aqq xno.ij. HAVoq aqq oaxjs putx Xiq pun auioo oq suxxissuqj 
ot[q paSSaq oqAv ‘suaziqio qaa.trj pun sq.mj^ ‘sunT.n3S[ng; jo 
uoiqnqudap n tuo.xj su[q pau.tnaq qoqu.xqg p3.xauar) ’SupCq sx 
uoxqnpxdod qsxq.xuj^ aqj^ 'qqSiu qn sjxnAO.id .xop.iosip qsoqna.xS 
aqjj ‘uoiqou.xqsap qxun uoiqn.xSnpxioo qo .xaSunp xxi si qoiT[A\. 
‘uAvoq aqq oqui Suipuoqxo st o.iq aqq qxiqq pun ‘sa.xoqs .xxaqq Sut 
-ujtiq a.tn ‘souiznSnui .xopA\od .qaqq dn UAVojq OAnq oplount.xpy 
qx3 sq.xuj, oqq qnqq saiou Suuu.inin pun Sxniq.inqs aqq xxqiAt 
‘p.inuS oounApn s.qjopqoqg qn.iono^ jo ‘qpqu.xqg qi!.xanaQ xuo.xj 
poAU.tn qsnC snq .tot.iuoo y •jCqipidn.i sno[[OA.inxu qqxAi .xoqqo 
qona SuiAvoqoj a.tn squoAg; — -km g ‘'/?0o ‘JinKY'/a^q 4. 

•jjnqs pun oquQ; pun.xr) aqq .xoq 
squoso.xd qou .Cpsxiounui ‘raoqsno qnquni.xQ oq “uip.xooon ‘Suuq 
ioqq qjins st qj ’.Ciqi-oq poAuun ‘soiqsomop pun s.taAV0{[0j 
jfqqSia jo qxosoduioo ‘oqxus .itaxqj, 'i^^oqq qq^'- o.xaAV oqAv 
saootjjo axqq qqiAv jC[qunsno[cI qxoqqnqo pun ‘XnS qioiuoas ‘.xaAOAvoq 
‘nqonj .xoA.xog 'oqnQ quin-xr) oqq oq qxsiA sii{ xno.xj Suxu.xuqo.x 
uodu pns quin qsuouAvop qjonxoos ‘p[0 jC.ioa si oi[av ‘tupnj qXtunjq 

•s.Cnp ptivOAOs .loj ‘o.ioj 

-o.iot[q 'popuqouoo aq /nut Siiiqqoj^ •SupuitSaq o.xojaq uaqnq st 
GiiS 'aovM ao snolikinod anx 



titiAOU ptmoat} utJuisQ /q popnnsnoo pajxmq qSnoi 

otj^ ut}q:j qSuoJoq^ puB o^^naps ojom juj itjoddc ijqSis 
iju puD 'paaaoo jCjoa -^3A ojb ^oqj, ■'cqoBj 

iq po:joiu;siioo ojaA\. ‘o^ujoqiqo iiaA oiaM qoiqAJ. ‘Bxrot'^'GOpi^Joj 
oqj] 'op o? papiia;fft ^[^tiaptAa 9 t[ sc pnejop puc ^raau siq 
q^jAi ajoq ejqu «aaq nCTmopig pcq a^qnoj^ snctsstig 

oq? U 3 Az 8 eABq pjtto-u. ijr pnc ‘pagi^oj /(Saoj;s et efdoncupy 
•aom pucsTioq’}. ao naa^jg paaic^Jaosu oq uco sc ipcou 

sc pcq aq puc ‘pncinraoo in scAicqocj qno^^ ‘sq-mX 
pacopncqc ^^paixinq noaq pcq ‘noX paqdcjSap^ j sc ‘qoxqAi. 
‘ooc{d siq; JO nojssassod ^amb in Xpcaj[B g^pqoqg pimoj 
puc ‘Xcpja^saX ojaq paAuxc j — ’‘^JQZ f'^'onuvf ‘aiaoJiviiiaY 4. 

i 

•anop ctsswji ptic Xaqjnx ^on ‘apioap oj odoxng; joj st 
sjica^g aq^ jo not^sanb aq^ 9cq'J ^jrapc sucjssng aq^ puc ‘pap 
qsiqauj;, aq^ jo pics pX sc Sniq^ou acaq j 'uiaq^ a^iqu^idca 
-aj 0^ Xjcssaooiruu ei ?i puc— X|jcau XaaA ‘Xj^ocxa ?ou ji— 
UAiOuq paAv Xpaid oac suoiqtpuoo ucissu^ eqj 'sXcp ua^ ijxau 
eq^ uxq^iAi. pauSis sq 'jou pinoqs aocad XqM. uoscaj ou eq o*; 
smsas aiaq^ ‘suoi^ipnoa ucissn-g aq^ ^doaoc 0:^ Xpcai Jcoddc 
sqjux eqj sy 'aidoucupy qc apcm aq Xjqcqojd apcui 

aq 0^ Bt aocad ji poc *. Aioqoj cq osjuoo jo eac ejopcsscqury 
q9p[JTix 9 qx saqocaj aq nq popupuoo oq ^pAi Sntqjou 

Xiaqn SI aidoucupy joj s^jcjs oqnQ puci^ oqj^ 

•Xqcucuc qsapxm eq-j loj ■[cuSts c aq ppOAi 
qoiqAi. ‘acj|ng oqj jo Aiojq^JOAO aq^ puc 0]^dotti>ucjsuoQ 
qc saapjostp jcaj qonui XaaA sucissu'a aqx 'asucd puc tjpq 
c st ajaq^ ipj papioap aq Xjqcqojd pm Suiq'jou :;cq^ Xpiidcj 
os aaq^o qoca Sumopoj aac sjuaAa !}uq ‘aocod c uSis puc 
ijcaj:; oj BJOAXod pnj Xpuajcddc OAcq siopcsscqury qsiqaux oqx 
•japucxojy sc suojauoiJ sc aq oj asiraoid 
‘paxcaj aq ‘ijou piuoo (juq 'aoj napcj ^ -loj XqpdtuXs qsadaap 
Biq passaadxa aqujq pucaf) aqj; •aidmcxa uc a^qou os -jagjoj 
pu p]UO.u. aquQ; pucjrj oq^j qcq^ papupuoo puc ‘uiopSuiq 
Biq unq oj pajoijsaj axj^ uaqM. ‘X'^isojauaS s,Jopuc 

-X0[y uo jpsunq MOiq; 'pajanbuoo Suwq aa^jc ‘oqAi aoucxd 
uctpuj oqj puc qcoJ-o aqj japncxapy jo Xcav o{qcaaiSc puc 
ifpjpc XiOA c ut oqtiQ; pucjQ aq;^ papututoj uaqj a;^ '•^ossnh 
-uoo aqj JO XjxsojauaS aqj^ uo soA^asuiaqj Avojqj ppoAi. puc 
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3 |;tt;ui 3 z 03 ; -niojj /'em jCtu nQ '.laAO si Jc-BAi. 8t[q, sb tioos hb sgtnoq; 
.iiaqq. og. STiTTrmq. 0 j; ui taoijq. pit? o!j^ puB ‘spu'BSuo'qq. 8][doTitq. 
-ii'b:).siioq hi Suiatjj'b Avon 88Ai!^TSnj oif^. joj xna^^SiCs 

ontos 0 ziii'bSj:o ■a‘Bi[(). .I 0 :^q. 8 q op '^oir p^uoo sjpinji oqc). jo spuopij 
oqq. ‘{^Ti8iib8.xj SS0|; oq piAV poputiOAV qstqAtij, oq;}, joj i!q,Ti'8qo 
qsqSttg; nodti sq'Go aq^ ptiH ‘.toao XqBtiijqA si jhav oqq. '^'Bqq. Avojq 

•o^qujo:^ oq qiAv inoqq- Suonre 
Xq.qi 3 ^joia pnu Snpiaqiis aqc}. puu ‘!}oii OAuq ‘juaj p ‘sj;aqq.o 
f ajdoitiq,u'B:)siiO'3 og. nraqg gsBj; qm gnqg saqddns aAisq aiaog, 
j apngoads Sutpuo.i-g.i'caq ping MaAO .toj ‘uosna.i qoum oog jCptio 
qgiAi sdnqjad ‘qtqqg Xaqg sb santoq .iiaqg SniABap a.iu ^aqg 
pure ‘raaqg jo spnusnoqg 0 j:b ajaqj, •apqB.iosini ‘paqogaxAV 
‘paA.regs-jp'Bq ‘ppo , ‘goAV a.re ppy -gooja.req pmta ppoo aqg 
q 2 no.iqg SmSpnig o.re iCnujq •saSui.i.reo itopB^'.iaAO aqg m apiA 
og qB vtoj inoo.i gon st a.iaqg .loj i .taqgo aqg .lagju gooj auo SBjp 
og apqB iCp 0 O.reos Saopii Snipqqoq jfgnsAas .xo igxis jo nainoAV piuxj 
uani ppo i tia.ippiqo SuijCao qgiAv ‘p.reAvaoj Suiaoth ‘XqTij.\vo.i.TOS 
‘i![Avois ‘sgoajfa ppoqasnoq pire ‘n 0 .rpqqo ‘uaruoAv ‘uata qgiAV 
xiAvop papuoj; ‘uoigBpdod qsppnp, aqg jo siio32bav jo spnBsiioqg 
JO sure.tg piassud j qirera.102; piuB a.iaxp tioaAvgoq pBO.t oqg xiQ 
•aidomguBgsaoQ og jCbav .iiaqg Suiqum .Cjpnjnred piau i^p^wois 
‘iCappA Bzgi.rejq oqg jo sg.red qx; mo.ij pop; OAnq oqAV ‘S0OS11J0.1 
qsiq.iiip, JO ppnj sapqsoq si iLivog oqj^ •s 0 ai.i.ib jCxn.re oqg jo gso.t 
oqg uoqAv .lopi.io pooS qoiis .loj .ioavsub goii ppiAV j gnq ‘o.xoq 
suiunio.i oq su Suop su pogsopoiu oq gou ppiAv noigupiidod qsiq.mq, 
oqg ‘sdoo.ig siq Suonre oiiipdiosipi xio.ii snvugxnuui jpopoqoqg sy 
•Suipquio.ig puxi .reaj ni soiaoq .xioqg ni tiitraa.i g.iBd piuB 
pop SBip iioigaipiidod qstq.iuq, oqg jo g.xBj •irSio.i avou goiiib 
piuB JigippiiibuB.xg gooj.io j 's.uioq avoj v . in Xbavb p)ossBd sqxiij, 
oqg JO gqSip oqg iq piosnxjo oimid pnre guaxnogioxo oqg pire 
‘sireissnpp oqg iCq poqsmSiijgxo xioos o.xoav souizxtSiirn .xopiAVod 
xpsnp.injj oqg jo nojsopdxo oqg Sq piosnxso soaijp ’O.xoq pio.i.xnooo 
s.iogsi!sip opp -opdouxq.xpY uodxi xpo.xx)ai pidiu s,qopoqoqg pire 
spq.xnor) ,Cq puB Bqdxipg jo gBOjopj oqg .(q ssoposn po.xopno.x 
xiooq OABq ^Coqg ‘pBq ,10 pxoog 'ooigoiud xii goii ‘Xiooxpg xri 
^qio .XBAv Avoxiq oxpAV xiBux B -Cq SB ‘Biuvopj JO osoxpg xiBqg opBXu 
-^ppxxjptqs ssop .xBj XgipBo.x xu o.xu Aoqg ‘ssougoo.x.too pixiB ssoxiiggo.xd 
.xioqg JO ogxds xii gBqg Xus /ppBOxgt.xo xuoxpg pioxxixnBXO OABip oqAV 
suBissupp oqg gxig; -.xoSuBp pjiiB Xgissooon jo .xxxds oxpg .xopxxu 
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/ons9p <4 :jon -qStionD !)T[STsaioj pirq SnmtJti ‘aoi^taodo 
Ajaij^JOiv ui TjcIuaSop^ puq 0S[tJ pmj ‘soSctuTjo ^tusAos 
puTJ OAi^oraooo^ eq^ psjn^jdcD SniAisq ‘quBnuojj o; uxba^ xj i^tiss 
oq jtJATjjTj s.gaioqoqg ja^jtr X«p ^xajij •uoj^u^saiom quoq^iAi. 
:^ATjdop o:j sjaipjos qsiqatij^ osaq^ pa^woip aq go^^qoqg 0 | 
paaiTJ[dx 0 suji siq; naq^^ -jopao panits^utuni puq suxjissn'jj 
oq?^ JO ItjAixiT? Qq^ ipun s;o3j:js aq'j panoi^cd oqAS. ‘saaipios 
qsiqanj; ^aaAas cqocj qnoig^ inaij paui'B^qo ^aqj, 'gjnstioQ 
oq; JO jjtjd oqj uo uotjOB aq} oj pajnqujjc oq 'jgnia qontn 
‘smjiBsn'y; oqj jo pAiiiB oqj pnc Bqanj, eq^ jo aanja-cdap aqj 
uaaAV!}9q oratj eqj Smanp ojaq japjosip jo aonosqxj aqj spa-cSaj sy 

•oj]I 

JO sauTjssaoan aqj png XjimtJj oq'j joj qSnotia sniBuiaj 
ipjs aaaq^ *50 SaiXjj'aa q'jJOAV et i^uq-j osuoq tj tnojj naquj 
uooq ST?q aojjt! joj { papiOAU traaq aATjq p^nOAs. ‘Suua^s 
puTJ XjasTxn ptsoadsaptAs. e^qiaja^^ sxq'j ‘Xjaadoad jo uotjona^ 
•sap ajasaicqAi sjqj. "^nq ‘ajojaq jatmans eqj pnc JaraxatiB ^sb]; 
raaq^ poSsjiid pnc paqqoj pi 5 q sqjn^j aq^ su ‘jnajsa nitijaao u oj. 
taaqj paqqoi pirc paSc[pd eABqXlpajquopunpinoAASTiTJutiSing 
eqx 'paaiuniaj Xaq; jt shbissu^ aqj Xq paioBssBut eq •[|c 
pjnoAi. Xaqj notjtjjndod aq^ Sm|[aj ‘iji pajapjo aq sb ‘sauasim 
^uBpuajjB sji patj uoijiqndod qeiqjtij, eqj jo snpoxa siqj aoj 
e^qisuodsai p^aq aq ^suca Bqocj aBaiio|ng •topj^sag pBOi 
eqj uo naas puq aq s.tojjoq jo era pjoj ‘eaeq sqododdqiqd; 
raojj oqjno^ SntXuBdmoooB ‘apramoo Xra tpun. qSnoua 
a^qtxioq ajaAx. Xaqj jqSnoq'j j •{iqttapxooB X|qBqojd oaeAi Xoq^ 
‘pauoijuara naxiioAA OAi*} aq^ qdaoxa ‘pUB ‘snoaaranu pojapis 
-uoo aq qoraiBo sasBo asaq^j ‘sdoojj qsiqjnj;, aqj qjiAV Suxqsxra 
-jp [8 puB SuxTisjnd ‘ajaq Xtjai aiaq^ xio XnuB ubxbsxi^ oqj Xq 
passBd puB uaqBjJaAO saAi^xSaj jo epxxcSTxoqj aqj SawapxsuoQ 
•janijoj aq^ Xiqvqojd ‘sqoBSSOQ jo bubijbS 
-pig Xq pajjiraraoa sbax. araua ^noj exjj jaqjaqAX. Xbb oj aiqxs 
-sodttn Bi ijj 'apiqoads SmpnoJ-^pxBaq a^qujoq b Sxtijuasajd 
‘paAioqs saoBj paxxiiqs-pooxq pasixuq Jioqj bb ‘xpuap oj uaj-caq 
uaqj pxxB ‘pojBfOTA ‘paqqoi uaaq Xj^xiapiAa paq noxuoAi. oav:j 
^^^ g; •uaraOAx paa uaxxi 9Ag jo jtxoj ojaAx sb ‘qjBap oj xiazojj 
JO paAJBjB SBAX ppqo oqj ‘sputiOAi ajqcs pT 2 i[ xiam aqj ‘joqs 
naoq pxjq xioraoAx, oqj jo oaaj, “Pliqo 'c o^o ‘xxoxnoAx aaaAv uaAOS 
qotqM. JO ‘apxsp-DOJ oqj no Batpoq pxjop xtoojjxqj punoj j ‘aaaq 
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JO /poS'Bjq. V pajo-BTia tcoaq s-eq ejaq pH's ‘satraos jo a.iq.'eaqj 
aqq. sqaa^i Xu-Bni joj uaaq stjq ajtioa stqj;, •qu'B'oi.tag; oj 
sqododdqiqjj ■nio.ij pisoj; aqj si qotis — joadsB ajqpuaj jsoin sji 
nt pire ‘niioj jCiaAa ui qjuap jo 'eni'BaoTi'Bd Sttiuaqois ‘XjjsiBqS 
‘snoTitnjTioo u jo sajtta ilj-GaAi. XjuaAas ‘saqita'sj ptresnoqq. Xu'cia 
JO sq.oag;a pjoqastioq aqq. qjiAi UMajjs sajira Suoj XjnaAas ‘uoij 
-Tqosap jajjn jo .sajira i!q.iiaAag — 'Uf^Z d-i'omivf ‘a'WOxStvi'aoy + 


— : Tiotjipadxa ajq'c.TOTaain juqj jo aAij'Bo.rau siq 
asop 03 oj sSuuq ‘.laqraaAojij jo qjpx' sqj iio 
mo.ij aa:iiqao3dap aqq. aouis jCnr-ty s,oqjTiO£) xo3.iatiar) paiuvd 
-moooo3 so3q oqAV ‘quapnodsa.uoQ aqq ‘.loqqoj SniAvoqoj aqq uj 

■spn0tij itaqO jo soJnq aqq sqanjj oqj, — ‘soiqqTidtn^g pnc noinido 
qqiSng jo eonaapuj — 'sinsaoQ qeiiSug aqq 30 quidg — ‘ooiAJag qsiqjnj, 
aqq ui uamqstjSn^ 30 qiua ssiqo lo^iogjo oqq 30 satqqvdmig — 'sqnoptsaq 
qqiSaji aqq Suomu uoinido Jo qnaaang — u’Domug aqq Suiinp ainqipnad 
'XJT qstAi![ JO suotqrpBJj; — •oidoaiqatqsaog iii ifuoiog ^[snSuj oqj — *uoiquaA 
•.taquj qsjiSua; jo sadojj qsiqini — 'idojqqHtqiqj J03 p[ai^ y — •oqdoxreppy ni 
sauDog— •'uzqi.ia3\[ aqq jo Xopt:^ aqq ui XapjAOig s.pai3qoqg — ‘qnaqAaq qa sqm j, 

30 aouaqsisoqi aqaiadsaq — 't(nauuog — 'uoiqaiOBaQ pna qqaaq 30 ennoAy aqji 
— •p'ioil O’lq no sqpioj^ oai^ — a’UAajj xnojj BOAiqiSo^ — -suaiaaBing aqq JJq 
Eq.injp aqq jo aSapij — 'paoqi aqq uo Eouoag SniAvowau — -siiododdpiqj; raoij 
aanqiado(j — •saaimnssnj^ uoqouqg oiuaj^ aqj^ — •piSAiqqnog Enpoxg qaaoS aqj, 

■HOJivjt s.ojumoD 'ivjiaKHs dO aoYxs avxia 

•Aix 'aavidTHO 


•OO03[d OIJJ 

JO pmxumioa ui jjO[oqo?[g sooti[cTo.i oq ‘.loiuos sjjojoqoqg si oq 
sy ‘JOA sXoip aa.iqj .to oa\j .toj o.ioq oq qoinitio opiqAV ‘utotijod 
siq JO oouoiApoi UI .xpj ‘poAi.T.io qsuC soq oq.inor) — 'voon.iojfY 

Mounoim ojopluioo jsota oqj nt aiiop 
b.Cpavjo 3 oj.toxjjn[ oaoixj sxipxssti'y; oqj so ‘sqdx3.i2opj qsiq.itij^ 
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XuAi.tj joi^^anj putj (jnaAi 9 av sc puc 5 s^sod i^dciSap'^ 

oqjuooupq aoticjsjp oip oav^ SaiSwsAc ‘sdap -W9J Xioao 
qc q^cd oq; paqoo^q 9{(()ija pmi gaaioq pcafj 's^nonucS Jjoq) 
ito qsajj setup poo^q puq emog ‘sqaaii 9oaq^ zo oja.'^. joj 
J 9q?P3.ti aq^ o; pasodxs uogq iptjjMjc puq maq^ jo atnos puu 
‘.\ions 9q:j m SntXj eaas oq oq qxqm. ‘uuutiSing pnu qsiqJnj, 
qpq ‘s:}tiBsuod jo sasdioa oq:^ sai^graopq eazop v jjcq enoS 
puq 9AV 9J0J92 'sssjoq ^trura jo eq; ptira 9q^ o^ei 
po^dmuJ^ puc ‘Xiaqipu Stnssitd jo sjaaqM. eq^ Xq poqstuo 
pcoJ 9q| m SJarpjos qsiqjnj^ jo saipoq }0 aaqomu 

t! stJAV soXo jno pin 'j'uq^ ^*nq'j ifsaq 9q^ ‘puoj aq? Suoiu 
pjuAvpua opoi peu ‘pjgg stp jo ^anuom aq*} no sqododdqtq^ 
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jag ■uoptptroa y oiqypxd ey o^tnb in eyAi jaq^ora ©qj, ^poq 
xioja^aqs pxre squtq pajyroyiao Sinsopsip ‘ajtijyaja Smjajjtis 
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SB-u. oqAA jaqjonB qjXAi ssanxsnq axp papjos j apqAx ‘aSpoq aqj 
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i pBOp Bozo.xj qB ‘.XBOB AVOBS oqq xiodxi popxxio BO.xpqxp OAxq qqxAV 
‘qoqBBjq oxubs oqq bo opp .Cq opis xxbxu i soboos 

SuuCji.T.xoq 0 .XOXXI puB Axoxx qoxu oav xoiqsBjj pBO*Coq dojs ..Cxoao qy 

•poix.xnqxiu x’.xL(VO]^j; xn asxioxj 
.xxoxp jDxiq .{jqBqo.xd p^noAV pBB ‘sxxBissuqj oxp xuo.xj ssoxqxxixq 
qxiq Suxqqoxi 0 AX 000 .X p^noAV -toqq qBijq oobb.xtissu oqq sbav xBOXjq 
oax.8 ppxoo 1 uoxqB[OSxroo ,([uo oxfj^ ‘uiSoq pjuoqs .xoqqBOAv 
oxrq qqxm .xoxp.ixij poooo.xd oq ojqxiuu o.xo.vv Aox[q q.iodsxixuq jo 
sxiBoxB Xbb Sux.vBq qoB pxiB ‘xuoqq oj Suofoq qoxi pjp poiduooo 
A’oi[q osuoq oqq osixBOoq ‘ptiixu jo sso.xqsq) qi! 0 .xS bx o.xoav i^oxqp 
•XIX qBoxxx qoq oq ojqjoq b puB ‘sjqubpoq xijoq pp avoj b jo 
pojSfSBOO oSuSSBq .C[xxo .xioqq puB ‘xixoqq BOOAvqoq ooxjs opoxxxs b 
qoB j)BX{ ‘s.xBoi^ Boq JO -Coq qxiuis b puB ‘qsBO.xq oxjq qB qBBjxxi xxb 
qqx.vv ‘.loqqoxxi pxxB ‘.xoxjqxxj ‘.xoqqouipxiB.xS oqq, -.CoC .xoj .oupv.xo 
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poicoouoo b^jhj, otj; Xopud o:j sjaojjo ijy ‘asnon ouo^s 
oi^?H "B raoaj ‘popiino.u. puB psHPl ItuoASs put? ‘nodu poaij 
oioAi wfoq} ‘qsittLip[s djiiqs v psaa^uo Xip-vuo 

UTJisgug oq^ uaq,M ‘quunuaH P®® ejpdoddqiqj naoAv^sq 
pttoj 9q^ no aouujsip (^oqs "b *;juaqjaQ^Y •suBissti'^ oq'jitodn 
S-taqoA pajp nouioAV puB uora puw *M0ip[os qsiqauj;, oq^ 
pap s;nc;TqBqai oq^ aaaqAi. ‘sqododdipqj; aBsn paxinooo qoit[Ai. 
ouoos oj^iq aq; jo snoi^i^adai traAos ejdM. oiaqx 
^qSnoj oqAv ‘aoi^tjpidod pataju aq^ jo eoniqsisai paunma;ap 
^9A aq^ /q spBOi oq; no sa2ci[iA (jnaiagrp i^u paqaaqo naaq 
pcq ijjBATJO eq^ jo oonuApB oq'^ ^isq'J smaas 'OcnoAiq 
oq:> JO Xiojs oqj amtj ^SJg aqj aoj panitja^ eAi. qnanLiag 'jy 
•o 2 cj[ia aqj jo aSpa Xioa aq'j paqaaai aAi. pjnn easdioa 
pa^Bjtjnta X[qijJoq aq^ jo 'jsb[ aqj SniAnai ^on ‘quunuajj 
oj no opoa sav ‘sjnoq ^nnoi 03 aoj nraeionBd X^^saqS aqj 
JO uoijunnijnoa aqj iCq pauaqoig 'spncq ataqj ni jCiiua pjnoo 
jfaqj 'jBqAi ^^no qjui. uuj pnq pun snoissassod aiaqj jo 

ojoqAi. aqj pajaasap pcq a^doad 000*54 ‘tnaas inm 

aequinn eqj sa eSjB[ ‘aaoqj pa?iBq pBq ajaijo 000‘SI 
on ^imajaao { oanoAiq aqj ni 009 isnaj jb ^Bqj Ibs ppioqs 
X !}Tiq ‘uoijsanb nt inp oqj no noijwaamaa eq;} anuijuoo ijon 
pip I 08 ‘003 P paqonaa Snoinq ‘inp snoiAaad eqj 

uo if^aBa sjnujuqraoo-uon puap eqj Snpnnoo du naAiS paq j 
•satpoq aqj ju ijisoiano jo 0oaB[S 
B naAa jnoqjm natn pjo pnB nanio.\i paap jo spaaq eqj ssoaoa 
SJJB3 aiaqj aAup p[EOAi^ eaaSuaAaas asaqx 'UO Xbj ifaqj sSaa 
aqj aoj naqj paap aqj aoj joadsaa aaooi on qjiAi ‘Smppaq papos 
-pnnt pna ‘uoienjoad nx jncqaiai qoxqAx. ‘sjassaA aaddoo jo spaoj 
tjaaaS ^baib SuxXajaa pna ‘sjaaa aqj jo ijsaq oqj Stnsooqo 
‘aoija[osa(i pna qjaaQ; jo anuaAy -jaaoS snjj nx pantaBAis 
suaiaa2[tig jo spAxoaQ 'saiqaq paap p[aq wo i[aaau aaqjop 
pna sSaa jo sa^pnng qaoaqj paaaq sxq nx eaqsaS ijjgaqS 
xuoaj poo^q qjtM. paqsaids ‘iniq apxsaq uaao^ nado sxq qjxAX 
Smij qJEX papaaaq-^aaS ‘p[o nu 00s '^qSis ajqaxjxd a sbai jp 
•2uippaq pus ‘sqooq ‘spsnajxi uaqojxq 
•Snxqjop qjxAi. pajadaao bsav punoaS 9[oqAi aqj pus ‘aqaaa 
laaAa aaou jnoqa noap];xqo pxre ‘noraoAi. ‘uani jo sasdaoQ 
•sjaaqAV oqj Suonia jnoqa iissaxjsq paaapnsii a^jjaa qoig 
■soooxd oj uaqoaq sasao jsoxn ui aadAL sjaao eqj jo saxunaj aqx 
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9-qcf ■[I'B ttodu tmop peoutiod s^'BtippvtpTiT -[Tippoq.'BAv-.iaAg 
xi0t[A4. jCt3Avt 3 paj-Bap q.ou pBi]; Srajp a-qq. jo aqoins aqq. JOj 
‘pooqjTioqqSiair aqq. ttt suBpiBSpg; aqq. qu jo q.Ttataqouua aqq. st 
!}.qSiq aq!}. jo qnsaci .iaqq.ouB ‘qiijg "poog; .to .oTIIq^^op q-TioqqAi. 
suiB!^irtiotn; aqq. nt Ai-Ott eaB oqAi. ‘squBSBad qsiqjTiQ;, jo spuBStioqq 
uodn spuBStioqq jo qqBap aqq ssaqqqtiop SBAi. qt jo qpsa.t aqj, 
•OBTiOATq aqq jo quojj ut ‘BzqutJjq aqq jo jfaqBA aqq -at jCj^babo 
e^qapqoqg jo aauu.tBaddB aqq sbav oiuBd aqq jo astiBO aqjQ 

•quaraoin; 

aqq qi; nodti aztas qon ppoo jCaqq qotqAi. sapBAOta .qaqq qi 3 qmB 
‘sq.tBO ‘a^qqBO SttiABa]; ‘sm'cqtmoui aqq oq saaipps aqq qqpA Xbav-B 
UB.I saaSnja.x jo puBq asuanitui oqj, ‘a.igpqTAx aqq pBajds paB 
OBTiOAiq aqq in qqStiBO oiTiBd aqq qsatt.iBa ut uBSaq qoBqqB aqq 
a.tojaq qtiq i squBSBod patn.rt? iCucni Avoq Avatiq atio ou os[b qnq 
‘p.tBnSjBa.x aqq jCqio qoxr pajaqqaqs qx .xoj ‘suoSSbav jo xioiqoaqoo 
aqq qoBqqB oq apBui a.xaAv suoiqB.xBdo.id q)UB ‘pa.iiqo.x uo.ipBnbs 
siqq os ‘apBui aq oq sbav aouBqsisai snoioo.xaj qixqq quapxAa 
oinBoaq qi naqq, ‘saqDpBS atitos poiqdnto qoiqAS. ‘iaqoA ^uqqqB.x 
B axnBO sapxs qB xuo.xj qixiB ‘sSui.xaAOO opxi.x aqq .xopuxi xuo.ij 
qxio ‘suoSSbav 0sax[q qniiqaq xuo.tj uoqAv ‘pBo.x aqq Snx;£dxiooo 
SBqB.XB JO xiiB.xq aqq jo saoBd a\oj X.xoa b xixqqxAV puB ‘apis 
-SuojB qqSi.x axoAX. jCaqq qquu qoqs ojSuis B SuiAX000.x qxioqqxAV 
xro opo.x ifaqjj ’sbav. qi qBqAV quo puq oq suoSSbax jo iiqxnosSB 
qBo.xS aqq ojui quos sba\ uo.xpuubs b ptiB ‘oouBqsiso.x qu qdxnoqqu 
0[qqq xjqpw qja.x]qo.x jjub qxos.iodsq) ..(aqq quq ‘p.xBuS.XBO.x sb ‘o.iaqq- 
pouoxqBp XjquBjxn qsp[.iujj jo suoqujqBq OAxq .xo auo ojoav 
ojoxjq OBiiOAxq aqq jo qxjSts tii axuBO XxjBABa ubissu'jj aqq xxaq j\\ 

‘Xbavb 

uB.x oqAs. osoqq qjoztos qoiqAv axxiBd aqq jo ao.xoj puB qxxoqxo 
axjq saAO.xd OBuoAxq qua.i® oxjq jo Xxoqsnj aqq jxub ‘suBissnqj 
aqq JO ooxrtXApB oi][q qsisa.i oq sq-xiij^ 0 X[q paqaanuB qaqq 
qpxxds oxjq SAxoqs qxioqixoni siqj^ •ssojq.xoj .xxoxjq ui oauxqsisa.x 
oqB.xodsop siqq aqxxmi oxpw jpx xix sqxiBSBod oo.xx{q ^[ 1 X 0 o.xoav o.xoq^p, 
•.^pqBipoxauii qoxjs o.xoav ^Coqq as.xnoo jq ‘Oiubo -Coxjq sb Sui.xxj 
‘ s.xaxpps JO ssiuu oxqq xiodu qiaaxxnApB j)ux^ ‘qxio uaAi.xp o.xaAv 
s.xoqxxxajop oqjj, •a.xtj xxo qi qos qaiT[A\ ‘opisxxx qiapoplxa sqoqs 
puB ‘osnoxj aqq uodxx .XBoq oq qx{“uo.Tq o.xoav xiouxxb.o ‘.xopxio.x.xus 
oq soqBxmxx oxjq opBixs.xod o) qduioqqB aqq xxx qoqs uooq qxxiq 
sqixBSBod jB.xoAOS aaqjB ‘qsxq qx; ]nu; ‘njq jo sso[ xxx poqpxso.x o.xoqq 
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sj ;i *iT3ra ^oq; ;saq bu soSu[jia Jiaq; o; uo ajS5ni;s ojdoad 
o?oq; ;oi o; ;nq op o; Sunpou st oiaq; put? ‘Smq^op puu 
pooj ut JO ^ououi UI jaq;Ta ‘pa^nqij^sip xpj noaq ‘aAaqaq j ‘scq 
sqjuji^ Suuagus aq; jo joqaj oip q;iA\. poSaaqo ejaq aa;;uu 
•raoj aq; jo spcnjq aq; ui panjtjraaj qoiqji purij umns aqj, 
•so^uun^jojuu esaq; joj jnoaaus Xnu jo eadoq ou si ojoqj, 
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-xa pau ‘paAJc;s-j|i 2 q ‘paqouajp ^|a;didrooo auo ^joao ‘saoqa 
?noq;iAi ;oojr no namoAi oq; jo ;sora ‘ssanqjcp pna mcj p^oo 
Oq; qSuojq; Suo^b Soiaoui (p;s stK^Tau q;iAiL paii;g 8i ;aaj;s 
eq; i bb putj ‘^j^babo uBissB.'a; oq; Xq qouq poiuu; uaaq 

OABq saAi;i2nj osaq; jo Xuvj^ •;t ;tioq;iAi. Xbaib paujuq puB 
oSsSSBq Jioq; ;js[ Xaq; ‘aidouBupy jo s;aoa;B aq; ui uoao 
«.\ i,op eqojq SBqBiB Jioq; aaqAi. ;Bq; ‘jojjo; q;i.u. pa;oBj;8ip 
os eioAL Xaq; puB ‘a^qtssod pc ;sbj sb Xbaib ;aS ;snta Xaq; 
;Bq; Aienq X^no Xaqj, -jaAiStiB pitioo e[doad esaq; jo Aiaj 
XjaA ‘SmoS eaaAi, Xaq; aiaqAi, paqsB noq^^^ 'ubabjbo SttiAOui 
•X[Aiop e q?uv, ‘;q5rn pnc Xup ‘sqaoAi joj ajaq ;aaj;s ©q; p©n5 
ptiB ‘{noqtuB;g spJB-\io; Xbav Jiaq; tio ajdouBtipY qSnojq; 
passed saaStijaj jo sum; tioSScAi^ Sacq o2b amt; ;joqs b 
JOJ ‘a[donx;uB;suog BpjBAAo; paooojd aAV sb pa;Badaj aq Xbui 
paquosap aABq j sauaos aq; ;Bq; aAOijaq o; SujSBjnoosip bt ;j 
• puag; oq; jo pBog; aq; jo ouibu aq; aun; {[B joj 
juaq ppoqs qucnija^ pnB sqododdijiq^j uoaAv;aq a;noj aqj^ 
•pajii;oaCuoo aq XpaBa Xbui ;x ;nq ‘uAvouq ;aX ;ou si o;bj -naqjj 
•saouB;suinoJxo aq; aapuu aiqisnaqaaduioo XpsBa ‘jBaj a^qu 
•uosBOJuu JO sasjndrai aq; SinMO|;oj ‘aorjBjidioaid qsqooj q;xAi 
paduoBa ;saj aqii, 'pBOJ aq; uo xnaq; ;axii qas. Aioq pjo; OAuq 
j 'SUBissuy; aq; Xq satuoq Jioq; spxBAvo; qoBq patun; ojbav 
BB qBJB Jioq; q;iA\. spuBsnoq; A\aj b- Xiuo ‘ajdood QOO'SZ 
jQ 'suoisuaraip s;i m Suuapiuwaq si oqdoj;sB;BO a;a^draoo STq^j;j 
•japxnqd q;iAi uapBj s;jbo jo 

Bpojpunq XB..UB porjjtjo put? ‘^o OAup ;oit pip sjotpjos oq; a];;;BO 
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•uaAxS jCjxsBa put: joa.xp) oqjCi3xii aoux3jspsT3 
aqj ‘pooj JO sapxj.xi3 xioraxnoo oqj pm3 pi30.xq a.iix ‘x[sxq.xxij, 
pui3 xn3x.xi3.o[xig xjjoq ‘saaSxxja.x oxjj jo spaaxi ji3a.xS oqj si3 puu 
‘axxxxq. jnasa.xd aqj Ji3 laq-xup, xxxsado.xxig; ui3xjj jsxdo.xqjui3[xqd 
aqj .XOJ ppq .xajjaq oxi sr a.xaqjj •s.xa.iajjns aqj .xoj jatp.x jo 
ao.xxxos 13 pnp oj nnxjj axnxqq oj jCixp-oj .xaxsno qoxixu sx jx ‘.xaAOAVojj 

•-Cra.xi3 sxq jo aoui3Api3 
ttx no uxaqq, pa.xap.xo jon pixq nqoxijj ui3inxO];Tig jx ngog su 
qoTiq .xx!j SB paddojs xioaq aABq jqSixu saoSxijo.x ox|j, 'pajnoAa.xd 
ilfiSBa xiaaq OABq jqSixa ‘Ijsxxo.xjSBSip os pajjxxsa.x SBq qoxq^A 
‘uoxjBi;xidod qsiq.xxij, axp jo sxipoxa ax[j OAoqaq j jxiq ‘passud 
OABq satxu.iB oqj o.xaqAX aplood aqj jo mii.x '[Bij.XBd.aqj j.ioab oj 
a[qxssodxnx jx opBxu SBq .xB.waqj j0 3.xxxjbu .xBi|Xioad aqq, 'sauxoo 
.xaqjBOAX XXI.XBAV aqj xiaxjAv ooxiapjsod jo asixuo.xd b puB ‘ojbaxjjxxo 
OJ opjBO pxxB uoux JO qoB[ .XOJ sdo.xo JO jCjxo.xbos b aq oj nxBj.xao' 

SI a.xaqj a.iaqAv pxiB[ b xix soaxjiSxxj osaqj .xoj o-rajnj iluiooj.® 

B j[ps sx a.xaqj ‘asBao oiuBd jnaso.xd axjj puB 'pa.xupap xioos 
aq aoBad jj -passBd SBq jCxu.xb xiBissiipj aqj .xajjB qos oj i^nii 
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8T{ St uTstn JO ptn5[ j'BqjU. Xjaoj jo oSis otjj j-b — sjcBaX oatj jCjoao 
jCbs ooBid .toTjjo 0 tnos oj tcmj oSttBqo ptiB ‘Bni8taa;Y >10 BiXiCg tit 
80 B];d jC'BAV-atjq.-jo-jTio atnos oq. qttBqstssB sb ratt[ ptiss ‘8Aiqo8j8p 

/pjBssaoau qsotaxB uoiqBOTipa ub T[qi4.v ojojeastqq pttB ‘tixS 
-TJtO 9 IltqtIBA 8 r]- JO X[qTSSOd ‘UBTO: StmoX AcLOS. B 82[BJ, •p9‘'^'’^OJ 

/qaqBjaqtpp suoniido ttBqq .tat^qB.! ssotptiCajd 8 j;b ‘s80UBqsTnTio.Tto 
JO qqtis 0 .t 0 qq ‘qnaqxa qBa^tS b oq ‘aJB pqatj stiqq sitoprido at^q q 0 ^ 
' -qsttmtntnoQ 

B xtBqq asctOAt j 0 T[qBa; sb aqiu; T{StJ[.mjj qstrtBSB 0 SOA oi[At auo XttB 
PJbSoj; qou jDip eq jt q)0ST.td.ms 8q pqnoqs j puB ‘squqsoti 
stq ui s>piiqs ‘ooq qaa.trj jo XqqBqo.td puB ‘uBtaBSqTig; jo 8taBti 
8qj| •suBiqsuqQ eqq jo .moABj ni SuiqqjfuB jCbs oq otiipio b si 
qj 0 qq qsupSB StttqqXuB jCbs oq tits b st qt qBqq S9A0tq 

-8q 0q qtig; -qjBaq jo ssoupiitq jo qB8p poo2 B jo passassod 
8q oq raiq SAaqaq j ‘i!.tB.iqnoo 8qq nQ qtisuoo .tBpaoiq.iBd 
stqq JO 0[qB*tttOABjtin StitqqXuB p.tBoq .t8A0u OABq q -jf.tqtinoD 
siqq ut tiotqtsod qBrogjo ub ttt UBta b puno.t.tTis qotq.w soouotiptii 
9qq JO U9tara0ds b sb raiq ajfuq ^Btu j ‘atnBU siq Saraotqtiatn: 
qtioqqij\-q •iCeq.raq, nBodo.tng; tit jtisuoQ qsqSug; ub otnBti XjqBq 
-oad q)|noqs j ‘qaatct oq qoj jCtn uosq SBq qi raoqAt q.tTij,-opqd 
8jqBuosB9.tuti ptiB SuttiosBO.ttiti qsotn 8qq otuBu oq qisqsB a.toAt j jj 

•9jC[Tio.tq Tutq 

2 utAtS s.Cbavjb St oqAV ‘uBiuotnay oqq .to qo 8 .tr) oqq oq sqoaCqo 
puB ‘q.itijj jC[UBta0qqti8S oqq qqpw q)oqqSqop st qtisuoo aqq 
os.tuoo JO jfqBuba puB ‘pisuoo qsqSu;q oqq oq quBSBaqd Suiqq 
-if.tOA 9 aqBui oq squioqjo .toqqo puB .tou.ioaoS oqq jo qso.toqut 
oqq oq st qt os.tuoo JQ •suBiqsuqQ oqq qqt.\v ttoiquioossB tno.tj 
qo tutq squo quoqxo oqqtuoqtisuoo b oq iqotqAv uoiqisod b tutq 
oq qioqiuuS jCq°uiq[iAv sBq puB ‘suSio.t oq qotqAV ui qoi.tqsip oqq 
JO sqooCqus oqq .ioao Siiiq jo q.tos b st ‘sp!ioi\|0 qsiq.tuj/ .toqqo 
oqq qiuB tutq qqiAV suoiqB[ 0 .t pqoiqo SBq ‘uAVoq oqq jo .toujoaoS 
oqq qqiAV iCqiqBubo ub uo si pisuoQ oqq ootiiAO.td qsiq.tujj 
B uj •uoiqBunqso .tuqudod ttr uoiqisod .toi.iojiii .CqqBO.tS B 
spqoq unidg iti .to ooub.ijj ut [11SU03 y ’oSBUos.tod oqqB.ioqit&noo 
B st uoiqoipsi.tuC uA\o su[ ui insuoQ-oot^ .to jnsuoQ oqjj 'Xtoq 
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-adoq auoS aA'eq •sa'BT.iu§xi^g; pTn3 su'Btssu'g; jo qa-sd aq<^ 

no saiqaTiJO SmSaq'B Xq auoa'bj apqq. nt jf.io 'b ^^aS ppioo Xaq'^ 
spBaq Jnaq!)- oq.uT (}t qoo!). sq-mp, aqq. ■aodnajaqjfi -ssaaotis 
JO adoq jsajqSqs aqj aABq hbo tnaqq. uodu jqnop AiOAqj oj asp 
iCpoqXnB JO pjBiBq -jjq JO jJOjja on pnB ‘jBinap ajqBnosBaj 
JO /jipqissod pnoiaq paAOJd ajaAi iaq,!, ‘pnB^Sug; jo 
noTjBn,§]:pnt aqj nAvop paqBO BiJBSjng; nt sa.oBJjno ntajsojq 
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aABq qxAi jnoqB]; jBaj.§ aqj jBqj ajBdxoxjnB jxiq ‘jjodaj aqj naas 
jon ‘asjTioo jo ‘aABq j •noxjoa.qp sxqj nx “nxqaj 41 jojs i!jaAa 
dn aqBj oj apBxn aq nBO qoxqiVv jjoqa ainajdns aqj sb naqBj 
aq pjnoqs jj ‘paqsqqnd naaq aABq axnxq. sxqj 4!q qxAX snBXJ 
-BS[xxg pnB snBxssn'g aqj jCq pajjxxnxnoa naaq aABq saijxoojjB 
jBaj.§ jBqj aAaqaq pnB[.§ng SnxqBxn jo joaCqo aqj qjxAX sxjjnont 
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oj qqSno aq qqStioq;^ |tuatraS enotnuj aqj qoiqAi. qSnojqj 
ojuS quBqdranuj aq; btjal qoBg aono iju sncucSing; aAq 
-^jaiqj ssud oj ptjq aq qoiqAi qSnojqj laajjs aqj m pa2iiai{ 
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OAXxs oq ojqxj iiooq OAx:q Aog; qA''^’S smtxs oS.iixj 

.oiiiAxS Xq X[uo ‘qiioooxxxii xjiSnoqqpi ‘ox^ax qniu ‘poiiosi.idxat xio: 

mf 


•SKOunoHxn i-nvsrnonAx 


jtioaSjostiopj; so noos sy •jjt oraoooq 
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„*soiqtrjou nouoSpig; ‘aaAOoaonr 
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o^sj •SAioqoS aq^ raaq^j joj sajcdaad puc ‘suosiad dniop aq^ ni 
xuaq^ snosudnn ‘siq:^ jo poajsui ^nq i'ji o^ ouop OAoq ^aq^ 
saoiAjas aq^ aoj pao-^ai ‘jqSoo *)naraujaAO-Q eq^ uani asaqj; 
•sapqdoqjnj; naAa puts ‘saAi'jcAjasnoQ maq^ quo o^ pasn 
uajjo ottAiig JO ^jaod trctjttSpg Smioi aqj joqj ‘juatuuaoAor) 
oqj JO sjsaaajut aqj JOJ [oaz jrtaqj naaq soq qoug •Xanoui 
JO sums ajqojaptsuoo soaio juaraujdAOf) eqj raaqj jo £uvm 
oj put? ‘XuLiTS qstqjtij, aqj jo jjoddns aqj joj Xauora jo sums 
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no ‘raeqj jo qo isotu^y •jnamoaaAOQ eqj jo sotAaas gqj 
nt pjo UAioxS nam ajs ptre *£.%rva jo eSo aqj passod SA-eq maqj 
JO ‘pssoiona ejaq ‘satnon Jjaqj jo anSojojoo oqj 

niojj naas aq jpA 'Jt ^ ^ sn joj stnomaj adoq joqAi. ‘snosud 
dmop ©qj .nt panoswdtnt ojo nain qons noqAv — jaannuoAO£) 
gqj japan sjaopjo ©ao anios tnoqAV jo pno ‘qoCpnog ©qj jo 
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naqAi. ‘^ijsnC puts ‘^ios Xaq'j ‘osnooaq ‘ajdoad aqj jo sSnipaj 
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-doq soq joq.o. Sttonq 9Jaq auo on atntj joqj nioJj pno ‘ajjo^ 
otnqqng aqj iq paqoo naaq poq iaqj joqj ^pio ppj Suiaq 
‘spnoq Jtaqj iq oa^j iq oav^ aaqjaSoj pamoqo ‘aidoutjuojsnoQ 
oj jnas naqj pno ‘siop ©wqj jdaq ©jaAt Xaqj ojaqAi ‘no^tjd 
ojnr nAiojqj pno pajsajjo ©ja-n. ‘gnosjad jnoj-XjnaAvj jaqtnnti 
ITT ‘uAvoj oqj uio^ suoutsSing; a|qojon aqj jsni qjjjp ©qj uq „ 
I UAioj ©qj JO jspini ©qj ni paSnoq 9 J©aa snosjad naj 
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•noxjo|ndod noTjSLiqg pajnioddosip eqj jo sjjoaq oqj paiaoqo 
pnc ‘uAioj 0[oq.n. aqj jnoqSnojqj poajds soav ‘qjods oujoap 
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uo oxcBxntixq qi sb aa d •tatxxiBxii b qoxxs xrx xnaqq qB 0 .xq oq qsxiC 
qx SBAV ‘tiAioq qBqq xn a.xxiqxij xix xioxqoa.x.xxvsxn nxj SxnqBxrxSx.xo , jo 
ajqBdBO a.taAV iaqq qBqq xroxoxdstis Inv ipBa-x pBq quaxaxr.raAO£) 
aqq qBqq qnauioxn B .xoj Sutsoddxis xiaA^; 'saxnaqos qoxis 
JO noxssa.xddus aqq .xoj aonaxxqxq .xxaqq qp j^oqdxna qxqxiOAV Xaqq 
qBqq o.xtis aqxxib si qx ‘XxB.xqxioo oqq xio ‘qxiq i SBapx jBuoxqoa.x.xxis 
-tn j^q psoxioxiqxix Sntaq jo .xo xioiqoa.x.xusxn xib SxxxqBuxSx.xo jo 
aqqBdBOxn o.xb sxios.xod asaqq qBqq Avoxnq oq qoix qx .xoj aqqxssodxnx 
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B sx x/a.ia.'/so? siqq jo xroxsnqoxio.') oqq qBxqq ‘qxpB oq X.xbssooou qon 
sx qj „-Avonq xxoX qBqAV xxxoqq qqxAV op oq xxoX oq xnoqq puos OAV 
‘xxoxqoo.x.xxxsnx nB o.xnqxij xn oqBuxSr.xo oq ‘osio.xoxo jfoqq qoxqAV 
oaxxoTxqjnx oqq jo onq.xxA .Cq ‘oqqxxdBO o.xb Xoxqq sb pxui ‘oxx^uqg 
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xno.Tj qiios o.xoax -<oqq qotqAv xjqiAv (.xoqx.xo pipipo .xo) .'pjo^isoj oqq 
JO sqnoqiioo oxqq xnoqq nxo.xj poxx.iBO[ puxj ‘(.xoqxuoooQ; jo qqop.) 
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oq? o? pnjo ^^diuis ex qt SfqSg o? spaojin pniqSng ssopxQ 
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‘jopBssxjqxny uv ojoq ?xx9S SxrxAxjq siq joj ;xiq puxj ‘jiocldxis jo 
‘[BXO'goun ptiT! iBxo^o ‘sosixuojd pxro eoqooods exq joj -jiiq ;tjq; 
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•oxj X19J S9doq qstqjnx ‘wuSxj qoijq exioS poq ?ODg exp 
?xjq? sSuxpr? oq? 9xnx» J9 ;j9 sJtioq avoj u uoqx Sxixjg eq? ?u 
patrxjtqtj eqo? sxj.'a .ipoqoa?cq? pnB ‘pajg oq p|TiOAx o;n|ts is ?T3q? 
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tnoq? Iq pa?09dxa stjAi ?! ’pxxj Jioq? o? Suimoo soAi pneiSug; 
?9X3i ?t! ?x3t[? poAoqoq oJoq.ttXiOAO sqjxix 9qi •po?'cdtox?u’B 
aooq OABq ?qSixn ?t!qAi. sxjav ?oogo o?i;xporatax 8?i •?xnjara ?x 
?T3qAi. ?t5 ssoTiS p^noo JO ‘?i poo?sjopxxxi ^poqo^ •so|pxiBpj'eQ 
oq? pDJO?na pxjq ?aog qsqSng oq? ?^q? ?noni90xinoTiuB oq? 
eineo ‘so[oqoi^ sqn(j pncj-g oq? pxitj ga?BSoi 0 p qsiqanji aq? 

Xq poxiSxs naoq poq ‘jwunog sxq pxre ire?txig oq? iq pa?doooB 
/[pajqnopxTn ‘aoxjad jo sawBnnnjfOjd oq? ?T;q? pOAaqoq 
jfpoq^JOAo TiaqAi ?xi9xaoxxi oq? ?tj ?sup •?xaxi oq? p9?oxpTJj?uoo 
oq o? jf^xio sjod-cds-uou oq? xxi pxio soissxjqrag; oq? ?b ixjp ono 
opxjin Xpnapgxioo naoq OAtiq BuopjoBsy •oOBod joj Buox?in?o2ou 
oq? JO gsojSojd oq? ?iioqtJ qjiu? oq? uoaq suq ?x}qAA Aionq 0 ? 
?q2ra?joj ?sx}d oq? Suxjxip xioaq sxjq ?x so aot?BtiiJojux jfq?jOAv 
••?siij? nxo?qo o? ?pAO^xp os xtoaq suq ?t qoxqAV japnxi soouxqs 
-inxiojxo aAAOxrq tuopps OAXjq i — 't/?08 f’^^'onuvf ‘auONiiNYisKOQ : : 
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JO j99]j 9Trg; 9t[j jo p9p.to5i3 S13AV ap-BjogcIs SmsodmT 9 tjj -ifd: f 
J^q put? ‘aou'cjsip g-qj ht pgaTjodcI-c sdtqs oqj ‘uootr.tojj'G oqj 
ni qoop^o oailj qstjd-ji^'eq jy ‘joop qsTjtag; 9qj jo qoTJO.tddu 
oqj JO jciodoj 9qj Xq TrAvoj snjj jo sju'BjTqTsqitt eqq. jsSnoxn'B 
posnoju SBAV jugtnojpxg jo ojujs j-booS b ‘(X'BpiJ|[) XBpa;9jS9j[^ „ 

— : pgpgdstp nggq 

gABq noos jqSxTn tioptipp oqq. ‘maqj pre oj juos uggq jou p-cq 
J09p gqj ji osxaoo jq ‘sqJtijj eqj Xq jggq oqj jo xbatjab gqj 
irodn jnd sbav qoiqAx ttotjon.ijSTioo oqj jo jxmoooB hb soatS ‘gg 
X.iBTiti'Gp tto sopguBpA-Bg; gqj too.ij SrajutAi ‘fivxd^ pwcidq^ gqj 
JO ja9pTiodsg.BTOO jbooj gqp, -poptipni sq.xup, gqj jo uoxjAod 
.otiissgssod'Xj.xgdojd gqj ‘gjdotiijnBjSTioQ m gtto X.x9Ag jsom|B Xq 
pgxaoo[OjSi. xiggq OABq ppxoAi. jx ‘sxiBxssxi'g; gqj osoddo oq. ao xxxgqq. 
dpq oj jgxjqxg Sxnxnoo jon sbav qt jBqq sqmg gqq oq abojo gqxul) 
gpBxn xiggq qx pBq jdxxb ‘qggCqo sxqq qqm Sxxxxuoo xiagq XpBOA 
qx pBg; -sqoaCqTis xi^xgioj jo XqAadojd pxxB saAij aqq qoaqoAd oq 
.ouxxiioo X[xio XpBqo.xd sbai ^apgnBpABg aqq txx paaBaddB qoxqAi 
qaap gqq qBqq paAapaq oqAA ‘ppB oq pxiTioq xxxb j ‘s.xgqqo aaaAA 
9A8qjr, -pxB nSxaAOj jo J9xpq aqq oqxrx papxipp aq, oq ojqBp 
xnB.oB 8.X8AV Xaqq a[doxipuBqsTioo 9 abs oq padoq Xaqq qoxqAi Xq 
suoxqBxqoSati aqq jo qspxxn aqq xit sxiqp, -suBpsxxqj gqq qOBqqB oq 
.xap.xo xtx .xapAoq gqq passo.xo pBq sdoojq uBuqsxiy qBqq paqAodaA 
SB.A qx ‘sgpaxiBpJBg gqq oq axxiBO qaap aqq uaqAi Xbp Xaoa axjq tcQ 

'.xaqqoxcB sqxiaxnaSuBAAB aqBApxd ‘pxtxqq ano 
aAa.\i saqoqBdsap iBxoxgo qBqq paaadsxqAi XpAB^S ajdoad pnB 
‘ABiA AOj pxxxxxc sxq dn apBxa AaxxuaAg aqq uaqAV XBp b nx aSxreqo - 
p];xio.A jDUBjSiig; ‘opBUBj b sb xmop qas sbai ‘aoBad qB xtxBxaaA 
oq SBAi xioxqBxnxnAaqap s^puB[2xig[ yoraxdo oqqxid qsqSxig; jo 
SAaqaxaOABq qtijqqxBj XpBAaaaS aAB ‘SAaqqo puB x/oxtwj aqxj ‘qoxqAi 
asoqq .otcxqBq XpBxoadsa ‘X[qaaAi pxxB XjxBp ‘SAadBdsAiaxx SuxpBaj 
aqq xxioaj xioxxixdo oqqxid qsipoxxg; jo SxnSqmC qBqq pxxB ‘Bxssu'q 
qqSp qou pjBoqs aAi xxaddBq oq Xjaqq qoxt aAaAi qoxqAi sasBO 
aqoxaaA nxBqAgo xq qdaoxa qBqq ‘XaqAU^p Sttxdqeq jo xxoxqxxaqxxt 
oxx ]3Bq pxxBjSng; qBqq pauxBqxxxBxn oqAi Xqxo sxqq xxx axro Xxry 

•txoxsTipuoo 

B qoTis oq Snixitoo xix papxqsuCxtxi aaqqaSoqjB qoxt 9AaAi sqAiij^ 
aqq qBqq aoxxappe sx ajdouxqxxBqsuoQ qB xtoxqBSag ao XssBqxagr 
XaaAa xix saxaxq qB paqBAaad SBq jaqaq abjituxs b qBqq ‘AaAoaAOxxi 
‘qoBj aqj^ -raaxjq aoj qqSp oq 2xtxo2 aAaAi aAi aAaqaq oq sqAiij^ 
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tioAo ‘oiqimostsojTni os noaq no^jo svtj osTiqu ot|j pitv ‘ojjtju 
tuo[soj^ putJ Titit:j9iaqQ ‘^poqiioAO 'jsomic Xq posnqtj X^'^uo^sis 
•jod «ooq STjq oq qsud sq^tzom ^uiim ao j jo qoorqo 

^cTOocIs oq^ 'jtjnitiQ; pnotaqtjji oqmn B[it5.vv onLsotti oq:^ o> poxq 
noaq OA'cq qoxqAi spjtjatjfd oqj, •fjipaiosip o?ut sjo^smij^ 
oq^ Tiitf^joo Siruq Suin&j^ui oab snosiad atuos ^wq^ 
‘osp ‘popiA9 Bt ‘B^uitsjdraoo Jiaq^ m A^wxq /{AUTpood tuaq^ 
BDq^'cm ‘opT 3 ni sBq patuuiSAor) aq^ qoiqAX. oanpBj opxui^qn 
qpM pomqmoD ‘noxppdod Jiaq^ iqoaj tram jo uiiiip snonuoua 
oq'j puB ‘saijtjps jo pamX'cd-uou aq^ ‘abax oq^^ jo oouanbas 
-UOD m Jogns puq OAtrq Bqjnj, oq-j 2 noniB sasscp \\n qoiq-tt. 
suoipAxad eqj^ ‘jaubtioo papntjq-aiSuis ajqissoduit sba\. 
qorqAi.] ja^io^ is '^snt'cSn “jqSg suos pnu spnuqsnq Jtaq; (juas 
BBq qopAv ^nanrtuaAOf) aq'j ■jstinrSc Snunoratsp ojb ttamoAv 
ii9A eqj, ’pBaAdsapiAv XiaA sj •ji !piq ‘notppdod oq^ jo (jjBd 
qsiqinj, oq; Xpo spoBtj •^ttatmuoAOr) oqi ^smuStr anotnBp 
pun -^uapoostp aqjj 'soagujai punsuoq^ paipuuq n tinq^ 
Bsai; ^on Xpttqiao jo aouasaad aq^ pun ‘uot^npclod ©q> 

JO Stniaaj eq?. ‘pamoAaAor) jtaq^ q'jui sqaux oqi Jo po^uoo 
-grp eqj — sastino aaiq^ mo^ ^lindtacrad sasun •X^aixtra 

©iqiaaptstioo iiaA jo ouo ei ©jdoTit'jTrB^suoQ ui uot^tsod aqj, 

„‘ 0 pldra 9 (>, 

-xioo 0^ PJJB 3 J QOBj 8^1 no paqoAui aoipaojdnri jopnomn 
tiB pBq TOBAgap^ pasoddris 'jcq^ puB *?aap eq^ ^q BsqauBpA-OQ 
oq^, JO aSBgSBd aqj AapAO*jajtrnoo o:^ muiSa^aj n pa^aA 
-uoo 0ABq oj pasoddns sbav poq ij'cqjj ’sqAtix 9 q? Jo saOBj 
aqj uo pajotdap SBAi ‘juaarnrioddBStQ 'amoo aAOjaq i^^^Acqs 
os pBqXaq^; eonaqAv ‘uxbSb S'^iBA^g oqj opispo pawBo^s epssoA 
aq-i 30 apqAi. aq^ ‘aouj qnoqt; “iqSiA ‘traq’^ — qapBjpg ?ao^ 
.iq pauAU'^aA Xpprpauinii sba\ aitqtsa eqj puB ‘SBp q^p^Auj, 
aq^ papps iivjiUQ ‘S'K'H go SutAvo^q sdps aq^ 

‘[auuBqopixa tn pijsptnyjs -b oj atuBO ^aag oq^ /pnasaa j aAoqs 
aqj TOOAj go qnd poq tr traqAt *sa(pa'cpA'G(j aq'^ 30 sapsBQ 
aqj (fStjaAqB sb-u *uvjing aq'^ ‘Xquiog itjAimpy-aaij^ jo dpsSBg 
®qjj ‘^l^q Suttnoo 0AB piTB ‘suB^suqQ UBUttSpaaq^ 
AOj SmjqSg (^ott bab suBtssti^ aqj paoutAtioo aat! qei^Sag; aq:;^ , 
‘pres -faq^ ,‘JSB^ , '^qgioq sjt ’yo bbav sqiu j, oqj :js2noiaB 
tnSBtstiqjna aqj, •'^aodsa^ag; oqj jo sapis qpq uo soAoqs aqj 
paui^ SpAVOAQ 'SJtBA^g eqj 30 BAIOAABU Otp guUBOU S[OSSOA uaj 
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•ta9T[!}. Tir.i'BSip oq, .our['[tAvati jo jot:[C|.to si :^Ti9iiniJ9A0£) 

axjq. pH's ‘[Tspd'BO eqq. oq.m .oTiT.mod nesq aAuq su'Btss’Bojiq 

sjC'sp Jtioj JO 99 jqq. q-su^ aqq Suijuq; qs jq aqq jo saAiq aqq 
pa jisds aA'eq oq pres 9 ju Xoqq qStioqq ‘X|aq'Bttraip;osi|piit sumj-BSq-ag; 

‘sq99J-Q ‘sqJTi j, q)9qqoj aABq ‘qBqidBO oqq puuojB StciAiOJ 
'-jBtt ilpBTipBjS aJB snBtsstig;. 9qq qoiqAi. gpjioiHias aqq uiqqiAV 
9J9qAvi!j9A9 qnq ssS-mog; nt jCpio qon ^oqAA ‘suBissBOjig oqq jo 
jCpAistipxa ‘ujugii ubo j sb jbj sb ‘qipojo oqq oq qud gq qsuiir 
ssiqioojqB JO qas JBpotqjBd siqq ‘poqdB.tS9pj jCpBSJjB 9ABq j sy 
•[BjidBO oqj JO sqgoj^ OAijBuiSBint oqq Suotub pBOjqu pB9jds 
troqAV .ouiqjoTi sosO]; a[Bj siqq puB ‘subissbojiq oqq iq pgqqxta 
-uioo saSBJjrio aqj jo ojbj ojqtjjoj b qoj pooq.moqqSpii sji 
ptiB SBSjTiog raojj qqSno.tq uaoq OABq oqAV sgoStijo.i qaajr) ©qj, 

•jaSuBp JO SJU9UI9J9 

9qj oj poppB Xp.u.iB[ ‘.tOAOOJom ‘sBq Xqio gqj ojxii hotjbjSiuio 
suoTOJOua oq^j^ -uoijBjjuxo Jioqq Avoqs oj qou suBijsijqQ 
aqj .Toj qjnoijjip si qt pnB ‘uoissojdop Jioqj aptq oj ojqBau 
OJB sqjtiq^ oqq, 'laoqj Suitn.iB in opBui oj.xoqaxq ssDxSo.td 
OX{j quoso.xdoj i!oxjj qnq ‘saBxjsijqQ oqq SuoraB xno.xj xiosoqo 
uoaq OABq dixiBo-op-sopxB jbjxi9xiibu.xo oo.xqx qno paxj.xBO 
tiooq qou sBij ‘p.iBnS ox aw b Snrat.ioj jo sosod.iiid oqj joj puu 
‘{BjxdBO oqq xxi uoao ‘.xoqjB[ oxjq jo spxiBq oxjj ojtn sxujb qxxd oj 
|Bsodo.id oqj osjxxoo JQ qxxixjjtixo si noxqxqxKlod uiujsi.xqQ oqjj 
■posso.xdop Xqnj.xBOj pin? Xjqx.uoj o.xu sqjxx oqj qxioxnotxi qxioso.xd 
oqq jB puB ‘poi.xn({ .Cjdoop -Cxoa .xoaoxx o.ib oa\j oxjj jo soxqxxnxio 
snot.Si{o.i pxiB 09B.I nxjj^ •o“.xoo0 °ii}X jo spgfqns pxxBSuoqj 
jCxnuu Stxxoq .iojjb[ ox[J Shouxb ‘sqoo.x-g pxiB i^q-xxij, jo .Cjuibxxi 
sjstsnoD jnoqxixBjg jo xioxjB(ndod .CiBxup.xo ox{j^ •qsuiSuiqxo 
OJ j[unij[}ip oq ppxoAX ji qoxqAv soxubj} ojpxixq XpAxjxuxxSq 
pxxB XjfB.xojxj ijjoq jxjSuiT ooxinjoiA JOJ xxoAX^:' noxxo jxuxSis oqj^ 
'soononbosaon snojo^uxip X.xoa oj pxioj jx[Stxn jitoxnoxxx jxias 
-OJtl ox|j JB oojoj Xq pojdxuojjB ‘joaoaxoxj ‘oSxnup jBOijxpd Xxxy 

. 'sjgjsmij^ 

JO oSiroqo B pur, xiopxxpAoj Bjjog b ojudiotjui? Xiojoxu pjiioqs 
j soxujj XjBxxxpjo XU SaiAX[ OAv OJOAV pux! ‘jgqxxiom JxquoxjJBd 
XxxB jsuii!i)B m:qj jorjjBJ quounuoAOQ oqj qsuiBXxx: sq.xxx oxjj 
jsSxtoxuB pi.xouoS ouioDoxj SBX} jxiojxioosip gqj jixg; ‘pBjuAxop siq 
SxiupqdxuoooB xiodxx juoqsi xpixjAv Xjjxxl b st ojoxjj jbxjj OAOipq 
OJ JOU jpxoipxp SI JX JBqj ‘SUOXJOOJip JBJOAOS lUOJJ OpBXU CJXqAV 
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pnu JoSanq jo pot^suocl uojpjiqo ’ssoj^stp jo 0 |T?; s?i 

^iioq^tAv o[donpuB;suo 3 P^qoijoj sooSajaa jo niijjj v ^jp.n3t[ 
'jtjq; scAi. oouonbasuoo oqj, *oatxib p^novA. urcj^ oq; oaoqAV 
oocpl oq; atjon du uoqtJ| pcq Joq'j noi:jisod oq) esoi cq jboj 
jioq? nt ‘SniqL\i.tin jo !}t uitr^qo oj o[qcan JOq^iD Saioq ‘mcj^ 
PF^ 9ni;itJwXjija,u. ptns Saoj aqj Sotjnp pooj ou 

sasBO oraos tn ptirj ‘apiii p^q ptjq saqo^ajAv jood aq:^ jo .iucjij 
■SJoSuosscd q^iAv, popAvoJO /[oij'cipatmni {uoaa. asaijj put? ‘soSuu 
-JBO ei{? JO sSnqdnoo aqj no pootqd ojoai gpjcoff qnj?qSjjj 
SB^Ai qsnj aqj paAtJJu suitJJj oqj naqj^ •ejqSra pnc S-iup oavj 
Suijnp Jaqjt59AA JOjjiq patj Avons oq^ oj pasodxa pauiuraaj sosbo 
JO spajpunq ur puo ‘notjBjs aq'j (^noqu papAAOJO Xaqj aouBqo 
Jiaqj 9S0j; ^on !jq9jnr ^97{? ‘smcnf 9q? -fq uo ijqSnojq 9q 

oj StiijxBAi ‘AAo^joqQ putioju puis ni padrauana ajaAA najppqo 
pmj ‘uomOAA. ‘naui pucsnoq'^ X^Jiqj, •pij.tuaj uaaq BAtjq oj 
smaas ajaqj du ojuud aqj, 'Blisp noj 'jsbi; oqj mqjtAA uotjb^s 
?B qj qSnojqj pua raojj passed 9Aeq saaSujaj 000‘0IT 

sajujs ‘aidoueupYpae a^dou^uTqsnoQuaaAijaq uoxje^e XcAApira 
oqj ‘AAOpoqQ trtojj paujujaj ^suC seq oqAV jaoqjo qsi{2ug uy 
. '/fBAi[rcJ aidotrsrjpy 

©qj, j£q tn i^qSuojq tiaaq oAeq aaqurau jsaSiei eqj aaj Iq 
puB ‘BtitjSfug mojj ^[[edpaud 9JC ai amoo eAtsq juqj saaSujei 
qstqjuj^ aq^"^ 'sexi^ eaiqj JOj ‘a^aidraoo aipuq puB aippea qjtAi. 
‘esjoq jtrajiaoxs ub sjaqqoj osaq^ jo auo tnoij oSb siup oavj 
pasBqoJud amttr jo eonB^ttiBuboB uy *83X1:1 dBoqo jb 
p(OS Saioq ajB puB ‘gjaqoma ^BaoS ui aom asaqj iCq tn aaAup 
aaaq aABq S{BannB jaqjo puu sasjog japanjd qjiAi. aopc^ 
suSanog tuojj paAUJB sobissbojiq jo aaqtaua b — qjujj qjiAA. 
X[qt;qojd puB — -piBS st jt ‘XBpjajsaji^ juooub |p3tns b papuBO 

tnoqAA JO iCjiJoCBtn jBajS aqj ‘sqjuj, ^BioaiAoid puu ‘sqoqiaz 
joutj^ Btsy ‘suBissBOJxQ JO spAAoao aqj qSuojqj naAup aAtjq 
puB ‘[TioqxnBjg Txx J9A0 naaq oABq j sXBp Avaj jsBt eqj SnuuQ; 

•SxiiqBj 

'japan Jtuo^p b juaraom ‘jtrasojd 9q^ ^^xs aq ptnoAA jtu[Av aodu 
ajtijuaA oj ‘pajOBJjsxp ooj atax^x ijaasajd aqj jb jo ‘qBaAA. ooj st 
-XLiaAO£) aqj ‘X^ajBunjjojuu ‘jtiq i suBtjsiJqO aqj SB paraiBSxp 
gq p^noqs Xaqj qBqj suoixuB sb ifSOTaiB si ‘jou jo asx;o ui aso^ 

OJ SuxqjXuB ffBq qoiqAA aoi'Ajod 'fuipf xiBOni p qoxqAA. Xq ‘uotj 

-Bjndod xisiqjuj, aqj jo uoi^aod o^qB^oadsaJC aqj jBqj aaaqaq j 

9 It 
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a a ’ll '10K 

9q!} ptiy saqo.iTiqo aqj, -spuus-nDq!}. jCtoth o:} qacddns SupvxS st 
qorqAv ‘^0.03^1:^13(1 QX{% .taptni u.\io .rteqq. jo oot^^^roitaoo i3 poui.xoj 
aAi3q Aaq'?- :)^Txq ‘oouopquoo iCjcoAa jo SxixAAOSap sx qoxqAv pux3 
‘aoX oq. paqdiijSap:}. j qoxq.VL jo uox{}i3xa.xoj aqq. 'ptnx^g; ooSnjO'g; 
■[I 3 uox^i 3 n.x 05 .u]; aq'^ o:). aoms^sxssB .paq:). aA^ Xaq:}, op X^xio cfojq 
‘i!{qi3.iixnpT3 .oxnAi3q8q e.iv sqaa.x^ iCqq^^'saAv aqp, ’pooj x^!).u,v taaq:} 
appxo.xcI o:), pui3 sj:a:j.xi3xib ^^xiajajpp o:}m saaBnjaa asaqc}. a:^uqxpsxp 
0^1 ‘sao^go oqqtid qsiqjnjj aqq. txi xiaxn jo X];q,sox3i pasodraoo 
‘pai3n£) oiAXQ xna^soj^ aqq, jo-asu ®xixqi3xu sx '^uaxnxx.xoAO^ 
aqjQ -X^iriviio xiodn {^xrapxradap XqoqAx a.xi3 pu-e ‘pooj jCtiq 
o:?. jCauoxix on ptiu q.i3a o:). Sxiiq'^ou aAi3q xnaqq. jo i!p.xoCi3xxi aqj, 
•puTioj a.i-e saaBtija.! asaq:^ qoxqAs. nx ssa.x:}sxp aqi). qpAv a][ddi3.xS 
oq. ‘s.xaxi.§xa.toj; pxix3 saAi^^m ‘sqxaj;, pun sunxqspxqQ ‘Xqumur 
-xuoo. aqq. jo sassnp pn iq a.xaq apntu Suxaq a.ti3 sqaopa qnaar) 

•nptnBpig ux saxqpopn xaa]:soj^ aqq 
JO sauaos aqq a.xaAA qoxqAi. suAioq pun saSnpLA aqq jo pooq.xuoq 
-qBrau aqq xno.xj axuoo saaBujaa xuajsoj/f aqq jo .xaqxuuu aSunj; 
n qnqq qonj aqq ux puuoj aq oq X^qnqojd sx .xaqqouy ’aouasqn 
.xxaqq ux sagnpiA- 9qq Buxa;apuu[d jo i!qxuuq.xoddo aqq aAnq Xnxa 
Xaqq qnqq aap.xo ux squup, aqq uaAxxp aAnq squozng-xxqsng; 
pun sunxssnopQ aqq qnqq qonj aqq ux puuoj aq oq sx apadtunqs 
■[niauaB aqq joj uosnau auQ •s.xaSnppi quaoouux qonqqn 
qou op) sunissupr aqq qnqq punqs.xap)uu pq amoo aAnq saApasxuaqq 
sq.xujQ 0X|j, qnqxdno aqq oq qsuq n qous uaaq aAnqqapxoqs 
a.xaqq jCqAV piunqsjapxru oq qqxiopqxp sx qx qnqq a.xaq q.xnxuaa: axu qaq 
•qmsjud ux aq oq pasoddns a.xn oqAx. aoj aqq aaojaq 
uoxsujuoo pjmuxBuxaap a.xn oqAi. ‘qooj uo pun qonqasuoq uo suaj 
-paAn.xq XxnoAi qqxAi pun ‘uaxo Xq uaunup snqnan uo suoBBn.u 
Xxquuoo aqq qqxAV papiAS-oua uaaq snq qnqxdno aqq oq Suxpnaj pnou 
XxoAa ‘s.xaBuassnd sqx ux Bux.xuod uaaq suqq snq aqdouxqunqs 
-uo[) JO jCnAiqxn.x auo aqq aqxqjyq ■ •ua.xpqxqo pun uautoAi aqq uo ■ 
sqqnj Iqqsoxu qx qnqq sx .xaqqnq aqq jo a.xuqnaj pns jCppnxoads aqq 
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utaiOjj mojj sjaraco jo ncAtaco « qoDAi srqj jo Snimi^oq oqj 
•soipldns putj sjnotaaaiojatai 02 jb[ OAtaooi oj pa^oacl 
•xo oq ojaqAv. ‘jjnqiug pau ntsSnizjg no pojijai ptsq tjqoCjj 
AGjqquj^ iiTjqQ ■^■cq'^ pnu ‘usjjuj puq ranoaozajj i^Tjq'j SnpCua 
jso^ Suyuoji^ tnojj traqiq mci2o[0j v jaqraoAojj jo q’jg 
oqj JO aa Jtjd juioniAoid qsqSng nu ur aas oj paBurac joqjtu sba\ j 
• mna}T;2 jti jajjoAj^ miqdcQ 
pax? ‘ptroziqaaj^ -jt? st jnorafCQ.j^ aitqdxjQ 'JJ’H ‘I^^^OCE 
!}nBua;nairj *dtnt!o*ap-aptt! %n{ q'jpii ‘Xbavtj saptcr oavj-^jjoj 
qnoqxj ‘mjqtJOBruoj st H^qtaa^ 'y Jig iTXiatiag '^uonuntni 
SI qotqjB trc os ‘sa2'B[qA. aqj mooj dtacQ tiuiog-aAO(j aqj oj 
pji3.ujoj !jq 3 nojq Sinaq eou sdoojj oqj ^cqj sjaodai draua 
trOTSSua; aqj i[Snoaqj eoiBO oqii nuisja^ y 'aonB^jodmi inc 
^noq^iAi ^tiq *^tjp*oj qSTOUiqs ^qS.qs b sc.ia ©aaqx — § § 

•uotjTpnoo 

pipna|ds HI ptro ‘sasjoq sag Xj9± aau Ijmtqjao ^aqx "cqocj 
lOAug; xnassng qji.u, satj^ mo^ otnuo qoiqii 0 O 8 ^daosa 
j jt 0JCJ 0 IJJII pau qjOAV pjuq jo snSts Aioqs ^puaajD sosaoq 
Xiibabo aqj pire ‘aojuos iraA si os[b Aajjug; •uttm^nc ttt saAi'j'ca 
oqj iq in jqSnojq stj.^i {cnsn nsqj Xjijusnb jaqt5ttre qouni 

V SB ‘jajBap jjtjs aq oj poo-ttojg pnB ‘q?nonr (jSBd aqj 

Siiuiip ’jnao jad oqi ^puau uasu OAnq SniqjiiaAa jo saoud aqx 

•araij aqj qu qsrxa oj snaddcq qi ji ‘qaani^a.i 
.Tioqq oq* qoBq paqjxap aq |]Iav qSnooa pa.u. Tiaq.u. qsoni 

pnB ‘raaqq paACS ajB^ ‘notSqaa qsp(aax oq SuipJOooB ‘pnu 
‘aonuqo Jiaqq utu puq ^aqq — ajqissod ji ‘paano aq oq luqidsoq 
aqq oq qqSnojq aisAv ^aqq os ‘papiraoAi /[uo aq oq pintoj ajaAA 
aaJqq -faqoA qaig aqq JOqjB qnq ‘raoqq qdoqs oq 50 pqoq Xmidmoo 

V ptiB ‘AiOJ B m paoB^d aiaAi ^aqx ^ aotpJBAvoo 

joj oSb onnq qaoqs B qoqs oq oq paxcuiopuoo oaaAA ttoiu uaaqjivo^j 

•Xb-^ 

XiaAa ITT nant aqq StnSBJUOOiia piro ‘paOBjd sauaqqttq SutAuq 
‘gjojpps aqq SaotnB Xsnq sXbavjb sbai pnB ‘sjb^ raoaj BqoBj 
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!^Sa!^'B9X§ 8T[{). Sa3['Bq. JpStaiT]; Qg; •!^T10 SttT,ppT[ JO ST3TJ 

Qoti'Bijo 8 t[cj. joajf'B i!y['BT.i 8 j'BTii jsnto; nosTja-eS -[yunis ilp'B 8 .ty'B 
u'B no spyj SI? tiiuTCfs t 3 lyotig 'tyj'Bap oj tiszo.tj ‘pyoo pxn3 gijs 
‘'Bq'B.i'B Tt'B no nt jqSnojq .onisq ‘jqSin js'ey i!jnp tysodyno no nsaq 
p'Bq oqAi SAi-oyyoj .xood oojnjj jo ssipoq aqj al-bs j Sntnaont stqj, 
•qo'Bjj'B y'Baa; jCnn jstsao; oj eyq'enn sjrab pnn ‘ssanyyt Iq penasy'GSAi 
‘sjn 8 niT.§ 8 .T Jiaqj oj syujidsoq jnaja^ip eqq, ntojj jnas a.m i^Tsp e 
iqjp jnoqn oyiqAt ‘iqnp .10 j jgnn Snieq Xtsp 'b qOS -^F'Bon 'pyoo 
y^nu aansodxo nioaj qonni £j.qa jojjns i^jayyiyan y 3 nB jfajn'Bjni aqyy, 

•sjynozBg-iqsBg; 

JS8.T oqj ‘s.iByn.o8a: Snioq QOS ‘3S.T0q QOO'S japn-eni 

-ntoo qsiqanjj eqj saABSy ssoy siqyy, •naqBj 0 J 8 A^. eaoni 08 .tqcj. 
-jfynaAAy, jCBpjaysajy 'sygy yc "“o ‘asoddns j ‘Aion 8 . 1 B 

pnB ‘yoqs b .onLig jnoqyiAL snr.iB .qaqy nAiop ptny i^yyaynb sq.tnjy 
8qy jBqy si yi niByjao OQS OOS '“O.ij SniinBA ‘ao.ioj nnissn'g; 
8q!). JO qjSna.ijs aqj jo naAiS a.iB sjnnoooB juaja^iQ; 'adBosa 
oj pa-oBnBni yinB ‘antij nt ^niana aqj paAiao-tad ‘Xpoq niBnt 
atyj qjiAi dn daaq; oj ayqBun 9 .i 8A\. ‘.laSnnq puB pyoo qjiAi. anioo 
-.leAO ‘sas.Toq asoqAv. ‘av 8J y 's.xanosT.td najyBj ytnB papnno.i.ins 
a.xaAA X.qBABO jsaq stxy jo ‘"Of osnap b oj “utavo ‘naqAA 
‘^Bpsanpa^ no ssoy aaaAOs v pa.xajjns BqoBj .xBjqq;nj^ pBqxy 
•jCbs jonuBO j jon ,xo ytaxnBxno.x aq .xaqjaqAv jnq ‘o°b sXtJp Avaj 
B traiCog;*aAa(j aqj jb dxnBO aqj oj ayBxy-nBSSBg; xno.xj aniBO 
_poqiyajf si.xory yB-xanar) -saAojs ayqBj.xod yyBras qjxAv paxyddns 
a.XB yxnB ‘jyaj qotqj q^f^vv yxa.xoAoo .xo ayqnop .xaqjxa a.xB synaj 
nBxssnxx aqj, ‘dniBO aqj oj sax.xBSsaoan .xaqjo pnB ‘qazaj ‘pooAv 
Snx.xq yxyoo asnajnx oxyj SuxpnBjsqjpujon pnB ‘iCanoxn ayqjxy b 
JO joadso.xd axyj Sntoas ‘xnaqj .xoj q.xoAv oj yiByS a.xB snxsinaxn.xy 
oqyy, qx .xoj yyaAv ind yxnn o.nnl)a.x jCaqj jBxyAV oqnj ^oxyj jBqj 
‘pajxsxA OABq ^aqj saSBypA osoqAV ‘snBxnoxn.xy Tno.ij ytABaq OABq 
j jnq I Aus oj oyqxssodtnx st qx sypq qBoyq aqq no oSunBin iaiyq 
AS-Opy •snBissnqj jo snoxyxvqqBq xts-XqxySio ‘sayixn noaqqSxa qnoqn 
JO aanBqstp b ‘ayBxy-nBSsi’.jj yxuB sxqq xiooAvqaq Avon o.xb o.xaqq 
jBqq i!qx.xoqqnB qsaq aqq no .iBaq j — .(oqniood(j[ ‘Knoaazag; §§ 

•o.xoz OAoqB * 5 ) 01 ? .moj jCyno sbav .xaqaxnotn.xoxyq 
aqq Sxnn.xoxn siqjj 'pyoo XioA qnq ‘ong sr .xaqqBaAv axyj, -tnno.T 
-az.xq oq aniBD Jtaxyq naxyAV s^Cnp avoj b nx xxxxxy *^Bd pynoAv .foiyq 
qnqq pnB ‘qonxti ooq oS.XBqo. qon pynoAV oxy podoq ilaxyq SntiBS 
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joj s-jpin tjoiq.w. *a\^otis oq; stj*odi piios jo sstJta oao ojv s^oDjp 
oqx ’eonnpuoo pjmj oq; pan ‘dn pouojqSijq tijiibu 

si3i[ ‘sXup Aiaj t; JOj iSSoj ptiu qjup uooq SuiAtjq oqj, 

•soui| ircissn^ oq'j qSaoiq^ 0 | iuA\. 

aioq^ no tioqAv sqcrtJssoQ ^q n3[o:}s nooq OAtjq oj po2a[p spoo3 
JO BpT!Oi ptrnjo ^nOAGs JO 8SOJ oqj <qai OJinBni oj ‘[uiouaS 
ucissn^ oqj jo ^sanbaj oq^ >)« ‘oic^-ucsscg; joj ojoq 
‘ojojTisaoQ uiJisjoj 0 q!j oj poqoBj^u ncmo^iup oqj puB sjmsqo 
•jora OAi^j JO pasodtnoa ‘Ximbuj jo “ptno^ nrjtsja j b *(Bpjajso^ 

•SDSctlStIBI 

utjmomAy pno qspqjnj; oqj ut noj^jUAi scai pnB ‘asdud pgdtn'c^s 
uutssu'jj tio STjAv. (^uGnitioop siqj, *Joj ssApsraaqj smuiq 
pinoqs Xaq; !^pBSSi3 u-b jg^jjt? pouaddcq 'j'cqj Sinqj.finj 'juqj ‘jou 
ji i SiTJ^ ptTB nBqBpjy jo s^jnc^iquqnt oq'j pip su spntrq Jiaqj 
taojj !}uaiiiji!Ojj puiq euiBS oq-j 9Aioaaj p[noA\. ^oqj ‘tiAvoj oqj 
j!dnooo oj suutsang aq-j po-u.oj[B pn® paj^jpnqtis Xipmt) ileqj 
ji ijuq^ put} {aouBApu UBKSii'g; oqi esoddo oj ijou a^doad eqj 
patiao.vi oq ‘aa|pj aiou puq exc^ sc ‘^uq^ SaijCtts ‘oinojazjg jo 
sjOTjiquqnt aqj passaappu ‘pxunS paoncApB OBissti'a eqj jo 
japTTCuiraoQ eq;. ‘aucurtog; [tuauarj mojj uotjBuiBpojd u aq oj 
!jno pattitij uoTjumtauxo uod^ •^treAxas s.puauj u iq ijoaxjs 
oqj uj du paqotd naaq puq qotqAv xadud v ai-cs j oSb siup Aiaj y 
•xaSimq pau ppo q?m paqsitauj 
‘ScnSSaq 'jnoqu SuuapuuAi. Aioti on? saaqtnn^l ’ptpaad oj auaj 
j sqjuota aaxqj ao oit;; ui oq (jcvt sSuiqj jo ojtijs eq^ 
ua jum JO SottratSaq aqj 'ju ^pio si sxq'j pau ‘jnj^qSuj st xood oqj 
Saotat} 'jqSiujaoj !JSB{ aqj uiqjiAt uaas suq aq Xiasitu jo qunoTnu 
oq-^ sXtrs ag[ ‘djaq joj sSoq jaouoj ui uuqj aaxtjap 

quao aad OOT -^pBan st qoiqAi ‘jnop jfnq oj spuuj jo {juu-u. 
moaj (jnq ‘ssaajsip aqj oAeqax ijsoraju siq Sutop uaoq suq 
‘XiBuotssini ntjouatny ‘a [03 *aj^ patJ ‘noi^ipuoo Suiajbjs u ut 
tuaqj JO XuBTu axe umoj aqj jo strexaauuy aq^j, •pouxnq put} 
jood SutqstuitJj aqj jCq jjo tuoj ospi axe sasuoq pajtqtjquTuu pp 
JO sjoox aqj 5 Snueaddesrp ^jpidtu oxc uavoj aqj ui pajutjjd 
OJU qoiq.u. saa.i-j Ataj aqj put} ‘aoxuos j^xaA osp si pooAvaxxj 

•osp 

ijr pumuop pjnoAv. uam puu sxao^o xaxpo aqj pu puq aq ft 
‘.aanuaaq ‘si!t3S aq ‘X^draxs ‘luoox sxq xix axg on sx}q ‘oxaz Avopq st 
xojoraotuxaqj eqj uaqAi. ‘aiou xxoao puB I uaui siq q^tAv apnoxf 
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in tLe same manner, so that ocularly they have no existence 
for ns. Then the authorities propagate all kinds of rumours 
about the retreat of the enemy, and keep the population in a 
tolerable state of confidence. 

Still the storm may burst on us at any moment. I, wbo for so 
long have looked at the Rnssians from Achmet Mukhtor’s 
camp on the Aladja Dagh, and seen them, week after week, 
so inactive, and apparently so impotent to effect aught against 
us, and who so shortly after witnessed the utter rout of the 
Turkish army on the sameg^und, do not shore the confidence 
which a month’s Russian inaction at Deve-Boyun seems to 
have created here, even among officers of considerable 
experience. They have not been inactive along the rest of 
their hue, and, from a distance of two days’ journey, have 
gradually crept up to within six hours of the forts along the 
Olti valley. Behind the southern hills of our semicircle 
they are equally close; and one night’s march may see 
them joined at Illidge or Pemacaban, between ns and Trebi- 
zond * 

Some explain the present Russian inaction by stating that 
transport of war material being impossible in this truly 
Siberian weather, they are preparing to winter in the valleys, 
and in the plain of Hassan-Kal6. Under this belief the 
Turkish soldiers have commenced burning the villages in 
the direction of Tortum, hoping thereby, on one flank at 
least, to deprive the enemy of ready-prepared lodgings, and 
compel them to retire to Olti. Moussa Pacha and his men 
are engaged in destroying all the forage in that direction 
they cannot carry off. The inhabitants of the destroyed 
villages have been forced to retire to others nearer Erze- 
roum, or to emigrate towards Trebizond. 

This theory of the impassability of the roads in rear of the 
Russian position is untenable. The road is by no means ns 
difficult as the road over the Kop Dagh and Zigana Dagh, on 
the way to Trebizond, and yet Turkish supplies arrive every 
day from the latter toivn. In all likelihood the increased 
difficulty of transport has a good deal to do with tho tardi- 
ness of the Russian operations against Erzeroum ; but it 
certainly is not its primary or most important cause. I be- 
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animal food ■will be impossible to. get at. Owing to the occu- 
pation of the Deve-Boynn Pass and Olti Valley, and conse- 
quent cutting off of the usual -wood supply from the forests 
of the Soghanli Dagh, fuel is scarce and dear. Some does 
reach us from the direction of Ersingan, hut it is yery 
little ; and the distance ftcm which it has to be conveyed 
renders its price 80 high as to put it beyond the reach of 
ordinary purses. In its place the peculiar dung fuel, thessele, 
as it is called, composed of cattle droppings kneaded with 
earth and dried in the sun, and the only fnel of the peasants, 
is being largely brongbt in from the neigbbonring villages. 
Some old honses, too, are being demolished, and the very 
considerable amount of wood used in tbeir construction dis- 
tributed to the troops. 

Without fuel of some kind, ciistenco in Erzeroum at this 
season is impossible ; and not a day passes that dozens of 
soldiers coming off night guards are not carried to the hos- 
pitals with frost-bitten extremities. Apropos of hospitals, 
notwithstanding that 4,000 sick have been despatched to 
Ersingan, close on 7,000 now crowd the wards of the ex- 
temporised infirmaries, and the number is hourly increasing. 
There is no means of transport to convey them to milder and 
less crowded quarters elsewhere. Even if gneh means existed, 
it "u'ould he fatal to send sick or even convalescent men on a 
six or seven days’ journey at such an inclementf season. 
The Rnssians have not sent in the sick and wonnded Tnvks 
from Kars, as it was currently reported here they would do. 
In my last I ventured to doubt the authenticity of the 
rumour. 

An event occurred six days ago which to no small extent puzzled 
and alarmed the population. The British Consul was sud- 
denly and peremptorily ordered to leave Erzeroum, taking 
■with him all the archives of the Consulate, and that ■without 
loss of an hour. In fact, so suddenly did ho take his 
departure, that ho ■ntos obliged to leave a largo portion of his 
furniture behind. The Konak, or Consulate, is now ocenpied 
by the doctors sent hy Lord Bbintyre and the Stafford-House. 
Committee. What the meaning of this sudden recall is, no 
one hero has the slightest idea, and the Consul, oven if ho 
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liimself knew tlic reason, took care not to imjjart kis know- 
ledge to any one else. Looking at tlie event from every 
possible point of view, it is to ns bere inexplicable, and up to 
tlie moment of writing no information wkatever on the sub- 
ject bas reached Erzeronm. Tbe French and Persian Consuls 
ave now tbe only foreign representatives remaining. 

Should this, somewhat curious event indicate a knowledge of the 
imminence of the capture or bombardment of the town, or of its 
blockade, I am more and more astonished at Mukhtar Pacha 
remaining here unth his army. Once the town completely 
surrounded, the Turkish forces here degenerate into the 
position of a mere garrison. As there is no other Turkish 
army in Ai'menia, the whole province would lie at the mercy 
of the enemy, and Mukhtar and his men be ultimately forced 
to suiTender. In fact, our situation here is extremely 
interesting ; and I am very curious to see how it will end. 
nearly every European here believes in the ultimate 
captui'e of the town, and that, too, within a short space of 
time. 

The whole surrounding country is one howling wilderness of 
driving snow, into which it is even dangerous to venture, and 
the cold passes all belief. Real Christmas weather — too much 
so ! 

□ Brzbrodm, Decemher 26th . — We are blockaded. For the 
last two days the Russians have been showing unusual 
activity in the Olti Valley. The Turks tried to destroy the 
villages at the mouth of the valley, but were beaten back by 
a superior cavalry force. Muhir Ali, a celebrated guerilla 
chief on the Turkish side, was shot through the thigh in a 
cavalry fight near the -vdllage of Kirsk the day before 
yesterday. The Russians are now in the immediate vicinity 
of Erzeroum, about two hours’ distant in the plain between 
this and the Trebizond road. Probably the telegraph will be 
cut to-day. 

□ Decemher 27th. — l^'Iukhtar Pacha left Erzeroum on Christmas 
night with an escort of 4,000 men, leaving Ismail Pacha to 
command the town. Communications, telegraphic and 
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postal, are still open, bnt I ,expect that this letter -will be the 
last from. Erzeroum. 

Tbe Russian column -which threatens to cut our communications 
consists mainly of cavalry. Pourteen field guns also support 
it, and four battalions of infantiy, in all 7,000 or 8,000 
men. 

Q December 28tA — The situation is unchanged. Mukhtar Pacha 
is recalled to Constantinople. The general belief here is that 
he went away from Erzeroum to organize a new army to raise 
the siege in the spring. Some 8,000 men are at Baiburt, to 
intercept the Russian turning movement by the Ispir Dagh, 
to the right of the road to Trebizond. Most serious dis- 
positions are being made for the defence of the place. It is 
believed that Erzeroum will hold out till the relieving army 
. comes to help it. I do not believe this. The Armenians are 
already speculating on the favourable change the Russian 
occupation will bring about. I have been often invited to 
visit the town, only one year after the Russians may bo in 
possession, in order to witness the wonderful change for the 
better which will take place. The Russians occupy the 
village of Henzig. General Heimann is in tho village of 
Shafta. Several battalions are in the Olti Valley. Ter- 
gukasoff is in the village of Henzig with a large force of 
cavalry. We can see the enemy’s troops manceuvring from 
the ramparts. Yesterday the entire telegraph wii'es and 
apparatus were despatched from Erzeroum to Baiburt, with 
tho view of repairing tbe breaks. 

The chief danger seems to be the closing movement of the 
Russians in the immediate vicinity of Erzeroum, a movement 
enma?se. I believe that Erzeroum practically is lost; but 
think probably it will make a better defence than Kars. 
Captain Mohemed Pacha, virtually in command, is tho bravest 
soldier in tho army of Anatolia. 


A few additional particulars of affairs in Erzeroum at the 
latter end of December are furnished in the communication 
below • 
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§§ .Syka. Jitiumrif loth . — T ntn on my •\vny homo from I'hv.croum 
to Enizliunl. • 

Sinco jiiY Inst lot tor, (Inio*! from Kr/.t;ronm, 1 linvo hocn tm- 
foritmnto onon^h tn fall n victim to n fiomr pomilinr, 1 bolit?v{?, 
•tvi that town, which romlorod mo in n fow ihiy.s unlit, for work 
of any kind, and hut for tho kind nttnsin^ of tho Kngli.sh 
doctors tliftv. ^Irssrs. llyan. Dcnniaton. and Patterson, I 
should have faroil much woi-se, As .soon as 1 was strono 
cmtu'di to undertake the journev they advised me to .set out. 
for I'msrlajid. t^o 1 left (>n Dmonher 2tsth. 

The day jireviuus t<i my departure Mukht.ar Pacha, who had 
commanded the Turk.s with eucrp-y ntid skill during- the 
summer and atitumu months, left, for CJonstautinoj)le, and 
witli him the last hopt! of anything- Hhe a sj»iritcd or sne- 
cc.ssfnl defence of I'hv.(*romn, JJis jdaco i.s now occupied hy 
the Kurd Ismail Pacha, who has no ))r<>tensions to he a 
soldier, and Avho spends mo.st, of hi.s t ime jtraying and raiding 
the Komn, Under his command the town, I e.vptad, will jiot. 
hold out long, and indeed if it. were oidy attacked with any 
con.siderahlc force, I have no doubt, the llussian.s would ho 
mastor.s of the ca])ital of Armenia in a very few hours. 1 do 
not envy them tho prize they are sure, .sooner or later, to gain. 
It is now little hotter than a huge hospital, with moi-o than 
a hundred soldiers a day going to their last homo. Their 
bodies arc j)laccd ju.st under the ground, first having boon 
exposed to the frost for .a night. When a tha-w como.s in 
April next the con.sccpicnccs must he tciTible, At present 
typhus fever rages, and the inleu.so cold tolls very much 
against the poor fello-ws, badly clothed and fed. Numbers 
are brought in daily sufi'ering from frost-bite, and scarcely a 
night passes Yvithont some two or three being frozen to death. 

Just before I left I heard on vciy good authority that there 
was flour sufficient only for eleven daj'S, but unground grain 
enough to last throe or four months. The mills in the villages 
around have nearly all been taken by the enemy, and in them 
was a supply of food -which the Turks had stored up hut left 
without guards. Tho Turkish soldiei's have before no-w held 
places -when living only on gi-ain bruised up and then boiled. 

I am veiy glad to he able to give you a few details aboiit the 
VOL. II. r F 
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alleged Russian atrocity of Bonding wounded men away from 
Kars during the severe weather. I heard these facts from 
some of the wounded soldiers themselves. It was impossible 
they said, to give anything like an accurate account of the 
number which were sent (the Turkish authorities say 2,000), 
as they started in parties of from thirty to seventy, and on 
different days. They were first brought to the stores where 
the clothing was kept, and given something extra to wear on 
the jonmey. They were also supplied with several rations of 
bread, and besides were each given thirty piastres to buy 
tobacco or whatever they wished on the way. I may add 
that for the most part the wounds were slight There is no 
doubt they suffered much from the cold, but I don’t believe 
the Turkish account that all except 317 who arrived at 
Erzeroum perished. 

Many of those who left Kars w'ithout doubt went to their 
homes, which were in the villages round about. Those who 
came to Erzeroum spoke in the highest terms of the kindness 
they received from the Russian soldiers who were stationed 
in the different villages through which they passed. They 
always got them houses to sleep in, and, where wood could 
ho pi'ocured, fire also. One man told me his comrade grew 
tired before the halting-place for the night was reached, and 
lay down on the roadside, where be was found by some 
Russian soldiers, who carried him to the nearest village, 
which was nearly two hours’ distance. There they took as 
much care of him as if he bad been one of themselves. Ho 
also added that the Russians were brothers, not enemies. 
Many said they would never again carry arms against the 
Russians, they had been treated with so much kindness. 

On the other hand, in the villages where there were only 
Circassians and where the Rnssians had no troops, their 
head man was taken, their money stolen, and they them- 
selves treated as if they had never suffered, fought, and 
bled for tboir country. It would be well for those people 
who ivrite about Bu.ssian atrocities if they looked nearer 
home, and marked how the Turkish authorities treat their 
ewn wounded. 

All communication between Trebizond and Erzeroum is now 
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stopped, and if Erzeronm is captured and tlie garrison tliere 
falls into tlie liauds of tlie E.ussians, tliere 11411 scarcely lie 
a Turkisli soldier* left in Asia Minor. There are a couple of 
hattalions at Baibni’t and seven or eight hundred men at 
Trehizond. Those, iidth the troops at Batonm, vdll he the 
sole representatives of iMukhtar Pacha’s once fine army. 

Sir Arnold Kemhall has retumed from Peniacahan to Baihurt, 
where he remains for the present. 


The follovTug letters continue the story of the investment of 
Erzeronm : — . 

□ Illidge (eeau Erzeroem), January 2nd . — The speculations I 
■ ventured on in one of my last letters have been veidfied. 
Thouffh within cannon shot of the toim since the battle of 

O 

Deve-Boyun, the Russians, with the exception of the two 
attempts to storm Erzeronm, have remained almost entirely 
inactive, at least as far as hostilities are concerned. Still 
they have been steadily pushing their way down the Olti 
Valley and behind the Palantoken mountain south-east of 
the town, both columns gradually converging to a point of 
union in the neighbourhood of the village from which I 
write. Both forces are now in alarming proximity to the 
Trebizond road, and it is a matter of a few days at the 
furthest, it may be a few hours, that the town of Erzeronm 
be completely blockaded. For some days past we have been 
accustomed to see from the ramparts of the town the Cossacks 
leisurely marching from one village to another requisitioning 
corn and forage. Two days ago, as I telegraphed, they entered 
the Mohammedan village of Souyouk Chernik, only three 
quarters of an hour’s march from the Olti gate of Erzeroum. 
The guns on the Kop Dagh opened fire, and succeeded in 
forcing the Cossacks to retire. I went out with a troop of 
Turkish cavalry, and entered the village twenty minutes after 
the departure of the Russians. The head man of the place 
told me the latter simply asked about forage, and whether 
any Turldsh troops were concealed in the village. He 
further asked me to request the artillery commander not to 

p E 2 
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fire any more, as the shells had done considerable damage in 
the place. 

Yesterday, learning that an nnusnal movement Tvas noticeable 
among the Russians, and not ivishing to be shut up in 
Erzeronm, I started for this place, where I shall remain till 
the last moment. Yesterday, shortly after my arrival, I 
thought that moment had already come. A force of some 
700 Turkish horse, under the command of Edhem Pacha, 

. usually occupies Ulidge, to watch the fords and bridges of 
the Kara Su, the western branch of the Euphrates, and 
which has hitherto constituted the main barrier between the 
enemy and the Trebizond road, which passes through the 
village. 

The Pacha and his men started on a patrolling expedition 
towards Pemacaban early in the afternoon, and the Cossacks 
who oecnpy the village of TTsni, an honr and a half’s march 
distant, took advantage of the circnmstanco to try and sur- 
prise the village. At half-past four o’clock they were already, 
to the number of some eight or nine hundred, so close to us 
that we could count the advanced gnard without the aid of n 
glass. At this juncture the Turkish cavalij, warned of tho 
danger, were seen hurriedly returning to Illidge, and only 
just in time to prevent its capture. Tho Russians advanced 
up to the hanks of the river, but, finding they could not 
arrive at the village before the Turks, after reconnoitring 
us for half an hour they drew off to their camp at Usui. 
The situation has become critical in tho extreme, and should 
the Turks desire to maintain their communications with 
Trebizond open, a much larger force than that at present 
here, must be drarni from the garrison at Erzeroum. Tho 
Kara Su at this point mns nearly east and west, and half 
way between Illidge and Erzeroum expands into an elongated 
sbect of water, knou-n as the Illidje Su. It is hero crossed 
by two bridges, its depth rendering it nnfordnblo. 'While 
these bridges wore Ijcld, a formidable obstacle intervened 
between the Russians and- tho Trebizond road, wliich runs 
more or loss parallel to tho stream ; and some flying columns 
of cavalry amjily sufficed to prevent parties of tlio enemy 
from molesting tho traffic. At the present season, however, 
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jiipJtcrs nro pvafly Tlio intense ooltl lins frozen 

the river to a deiith of If- inches: tuul n<»t oniv eavnirv hnf 

4 • * 

ox-\vairirons pass across if. If has praefically ce.'tsed io he an 
ohsf.acle; and it is pretty <'ertain we .sliall shnrily see the 
Bnssintts fahe adYat\le.;_n‘ of the cireuiti.stance to possess 
tiaanselves of the road osi ifs sotiihi'r!! Itank. 

1 nnder.stand tied !Meheinet Pacha, ihi' liaditittLT nittn yer (vre/- 
/e,:r<' of the nnny here, i.s claivired with resisting sne.h an 
atteni])!. 'I’o do so sttecessfnlly. Intwevto', he should dniw 
off fnnn the I'inaTotim pivrison ntori* men (h:in it would ho 
s:ife lo hrittir outside the ram]<arts at this jtineturo. Ih'stdes, 
he v.-ill have to malco htaid. not otily apiinst the tissailatits 
cro.ssintr the river in front, htit- also iip'inst thiv'^e .arrivinir on 
hi.s rear from hehind the Palatitolcett moni\t;iins,. whence (ho 
.‘'•econd Kn.ssian fnrninir colnnrtt is nhont to dchonclt ijito the 
]daiti. A sortie of fht? kind may ]tossihly do much t-o iinjicdc 
the cstahlishment of a strict, blockade Jis j)romj)tly .*i.s might; 
otherwise he erfecled ; ])revent it nltimalely it. cannot;. There 
are some who consider the Knssimi domon.slrations of cavalry 
in the plain as a mere blind to cover a serious one hy the Ispir 
monnfains, turning the tremendous jtasses of the Koj) Dagli 
and menacint; Bailmrt. 

Some colour is giveir to this theory by the fact tliat the '^I'nrks 
have posted ten battalions and some gtins at this last-named 
point, whiedt, after lOr/.oronm atul the Deve-Boynn pas.s, is 
the only position wlierc a stand can ho made to cover 
Trehizond, Should the Riissian.s succeed in occnpyitig 
Baihnrt, the cainjiaign may be considered at an end, until 
spi'ing allows tlic recommencement of operations, as during 
this Yvinter the enemy would se.arcely think of moving against 
Ti’ebizond. The great di.stancc from their base of o])erations, 
and the exceedingly difficult nature of tlio road, would render 
such an undertaking iiiexpcdient. ^Meantime, tlio I’lirlcs will 
probably organize a new army for the defence of Trebizond, 
and this, aided by the co-operation of the fleet, may prove the 
most obstinate whicli has yet been made in Aranenia. 

I do not know wbetlier tlie Sublime Porte is really aware of 
tbe true state of, affairs berc j or whether the Government 
entertains any hope of being able to save Efzcroum, Tbe 
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onlj* cliance is ia tlie place being able to hold out till late in 
the spring, when a victorions Ottoman annj, having defeated 
the Russian troops, might inarch to its relief. Both contin- 
gencies are, however, sadly improbable. That reinforcements 
will be throwm into Trebizond to dispute the road thither is 
possible, and likely enough. That the same should be able 
to cut their way to Erzeronm is a contingency by no means 
probable. Again, within the walls of Erzeronm disease and 
the severity of the climate are working sad havoc, A typhns 
epidemic is decimating the garrison. Notwithstanding the 
despatch of nearly 1,000 invalids to Ersingan, over 8,000 
now crowd the hospitals. Even the doctors are not exempt 
from the general fate. Many have died ; still moro are ill 
with typhus, and several have resigned and fled. Of the ten 
English doctors sent ont by the Sutherland House Committeo 
and Lord Blantjre, two, Drs. Casson and Bnckby, the latter 
ill with typhoid, were taken prisoners at Ears; ono, Dr. 
Guppy is dead ; two more, Drs Morrisot and Pinkerton, are 
attacked by typhus; and three, Drs. Featherstonehangh, 
"Woods, and Hughes, have loft for Trebizond invalided. 
Only two, Drs. Denniston and Ryan, are capable of doing 
duty; these may at any moment be struck down. Among 
the German and Hungarian doctors sickness and mortality 
have been at work too, and the director of the medical service 
is daily worried wth applications for leaves of absence and 
proffers of resignation. A strict blockade once established, 
and the meat supply cut off, there is no saying to what degree 
mortality and demoralization may arrive. The Armenian 
population all ardently desiro the advent of tho Rus.sians, 
and oven now speculate freely on tho changed state of affaira 
which will super\’ene when a Russian governor replaces Ismail 
Pacha. Even tho Turks therusclves arc unwilling to undergo 
the privations and lossus of a prolonged siege. Looking at 
tho situation from any point of view, I think it prohahle 
Erzeroum will not hold ont till the ensuing 8j)ring. 

Tho weather is bitterly cold ; mountain and plain alike deeply 
covered with snow. It would bo hard to And a moro liopland- 
liko scene than that which spreads around me— the vast plain 
of Erzeronm blinding •nhitc'with the dazzle of snow; the 
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ghostly white liills scarcely distinguishable from the snow- 
fraught clouds around and above them, and far off the domes 
and minarets of Erzeroiim, looking as if chiselled from Parian 
marble. Men and women, looking lilce animated bundles of 
dii’ty sheepskins, plod about ankle-deep in snow, dragging 
after them the little wooden sledges which at this season 
replace the block wheeled ox-carts of summer. Before one 
. has been five minutes in the open air, his beard and hair are 
frozen stiff, and in point of colour assume a most reverend 
appearance. Stand still for two minutes, and you are literally 
frozen to the ground. ITotwithstanding the voluminous 
sheepskin coats served out to the soldiers, especially the 
cavalry, cases of frost-bite needing amputation are exceed- 
ingly frequent. 

It is- not easy to write under such circumstances as those in 
which I find myself at this moment. Por want of anything 
even bordering on a table or chair, I am compelled to lie flat 
on the bass matting which covers the damp earth floor of the 
wretched Armenian oda I inhabit. I write by the light of 
an iron lamp of antique and primitive form. Melted butter 
takes the place of oil, and the rude cotton wick leans slant- 
ingly in the spout of the sauce- jug- shaped utensil. Cattle 
groan and mutter at my elbow, and some industrious rats, 
burrowing in the thick flat earthem roof above, are kicking 
down whole handfuls of sand and dirt into my ink-bottle 
• and over my paper. A block of dung-fuel smoulders in a 
hole in the wall beside me, and from time to time a storm 
gust whirling down the low chimney sends the grey impal- 
pably-powdered ash into my eyes. 

□ Aschkale (nine hours from Erzeroum), January 4ith . — I 
was chased out of Illidge last night by the Cossacks, and had 
to make my way here in the dark, my horse sinking mid-leg 
deep in the snow at every step. The entire Turkish cavalry 
force retired at the same time, and are now watching the 
passes of the Iskr mountains which open towards this 
village. The post, which was unable to leave Erzeroum 
yesterday, has managed to come through this opening. It 
will in all likelihood be the last, unless the sortie about to be 
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made from Erzerotim succeeds in forcing the Russians out of • 
range of the Trebizond road. This, however, appears to be 
Terr unlikelj, as the Russian converging movement would 
take their assailants in front and rear. To-morrow the 
action is expected to take place, and I will telegraph the 
result, unless the Russians push on and destroy the wires. 

The cold passes all belief. In the oda where I passed the night, 
a cavalry soldier was frozen to death; and horses and 
baggage mules strew the way. The number of carcases of 
these animals are so great, as to have attracted an immense 
number of wolves and foxes to the plain, and their foot- 
prints mark the snow in eveiy direction. My servant, whom 
I despatched with letters to a neighbouring Tillage, was 
attacked by two wolves, and had to gallop for his life. 

The critical moment for Erzeroum seems to have arrived, its 
fate, in fact, depending on the issue of the coming combat. 
In case the Russians succeed, we shall all have to decamp to 
Baiburt, which will then become the great centre of inte« 
rest ; as Erzeroum will, I believe, undergo a simple blockade. 
In any case, I believe the town to be practically lost. 

□ pERNACABAN VILLAGE, January hth . — ^As I finished the 
preceding, paragraph, and was about to despatch my letter, 
the sudden arrival, pell-mell, of Edhem Pacha and his 1,600 
horse from the vicinity of Dlidge, announced the occupation 
of that village by a strong RussLin force, and I retained my 
letter to add farther particnlars. Yesterday, about ten o’clock 
in the forenoon, six battalions of Russian infantry, preceded 
br two regiments of ovvalry, boldly crossed the ^ra Su, 
and took possession of Illidge. Their first act was to cut the 
telegraph wires, and to throw out vedettes in this direction. 
Edhem Pacha, supposing that ho saw only the advanced 
guard of a whole army corps, immediately fell back rather 
hurriedly in this direction. 

I was quietly reclining on tbo floor of my oda at Aschkale, the 
best in the miserable village, that of the local magnate or 
Bey, as they style him. Kdhcm Pacha, looking like King 
Christmas, white from head to foot with hoar frost, rushed 
hurriedly in, and divesting himself of his numerous fur coats 



INTERVIEW WITH EDHEM PACHA. 


441 


and head and face wrappers, threw himself on a mattress at 
the fire opposite that which I occupied. He seemed greatly 
perturbed in spirit. He gave several orders in rapid succes- 
sion about outposts and vedettes, and then his servant pro- 
duced a large wiclcer-covered gallon bottle of rhahi. 

He turned abruptly to me and asked what my countrymen 
were about. England seemed going to sleep, he said. 
“ There is Erzeroum completely blocked ; its last avenue 
of communication with the outer world cut .off; all the 
same as lost.” And he continued pouring out his dissatisfac- 
tion in the same strain for about an hour. 

I felt glad that I had taken the rather emphatic hint of the Cos- 
sacks on the previous evening, and left Elidge there and then. 
Edhem Pacha seemed divided in opinion as to whether' he 
should retreat on Ersingan, or merely push on to Pemacaban. 

“ Ton’ll have the Russian cavalry here to-morrow,” he said, 
“ and there is no knowdng how we may be cut off.” 

He asked me if I believed that General Kemball was still at 
Pemacaban. 

I said that I believed so. 

“ Then,” he said, “ we will go up there together to-morrow, if 
you like.” 

The evening wore on ; orderlies and officers- coming and going 
continually on one business or another. 

It was about half -past nine in the evening when an orderly 
rushed in with a despatch, to the effect that the same after- 
noon Mehemet Pacha had made a sortie from Erzeroum in 
connection with a flank movement led by Ismail Pacha, and 
that the Russians, after a brief cannonade, had evacuated the 
village, and retired across the river again. The Pacha imme- 
diately issued orders for the entire force to be ready to march 
on Illidge within an hour. 

Then followed a scene of confusion such as I have rarely wit- 
nessed. Bugles sounded and re-sounded in vain. There was 
no response save on the part of the local guard, and a couple 
of dozen Karapabaks or iiTegular horsemen. The Pacha 
stoi’med and raved, despatched his second in command and his 
aides-de-camp hither and thither, but all in vain. 

“ Where are the officers ; where are the men ? ” 
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“ In the different villages,” "was the reply. 

In fact the thing -was only reasonable, inasmneh as no orders 
had been given on the snbject. Aschkale is a miserable 
tnmble-dOTvTi hamlet of a few dozen cabins crowded by an ex- 
cessive population. It was impossible to -find qnarters for 
sixteen hixndred men and horses there ; and the subordinate 
officers had given carte hlanehe to their men to find lodgings 
where and when they conld. 

The night was bitterly cold, and a kind of smothering smote 
like frozen mist filled the air, rendering a man invisible at 
fifty yards. Just the sort of weather for n surprise, had the 
Eussians been in a position to effect one. The soldiers accord- 
ingly went off in scattered parties to different villages, some 
two, three, and four, and even ten miles distant. This may 
seem incredible ; hut it is positively tme. Some came as far 
as Pemacahan, three hours’ ride from Aschkale. Orderliei 
were at once sent off to the surrounding villages to ordei’ the 
men m ; but notwithstanding every effort not more than five 
or sis hundred coaid be got together by midnight. There 
were fragmentary squadrons withontofficers j and officers vdth. 
out men. I dare say this scattering of the troops was the only 
available means of finding thecovcrsoimperativolynecessary, 
for it was almost certain death to attempt bivouacking on 
such a night, but with the enemy in snch supposed dangerous 
proximity, it was courting certain destruction. I don't be- 
lieve the entire force has been yet got together. Some of them 
arc hero even as I write, late in the evening. 

The Pacha having seen this fraction of his command on their 
way back to Elidgo went to bed ; but started himself long be- 
fore daylight in the same direction. Knowing, as I did, that 
the telegraph wires had been ent, it was mseless to nndertako 
a seven hours’ ride to Erzeroum for the purpose of sending a 
despatch. They Iiad told mo at the central office in that tovm 
that there was a telegraph station nt Pemacahan, whence I 
could send French or English messages Accordingly, early 
this morning, I rode over here, climbing the first slopes of the 
Kop Dagh. The journey, which is onlinarily one of three 
hours, oiving to the deep snow is now one of at least four 
hours. On reaching this village, hid anwy up in a snowed up 



in<va!itnu\ eovec, I io iny <lisirnst. U\(i o]HM-;dor 

wns 3! 3iti(l cfr.ikl fojnvnnl only ^J’nrkisii mcs'satvi^*^'* 

I( W3i«= too hdo io n-iiirn io AsoliksiU'. so f jiiiulo iq) my 
mind to 03Hnp hon' for ilm nitrlif. I f^ol. lodirhigs in si 
v.-ri'k'lmil hovol, T v.-riSo linus. 'J’o-morrow I des- 

patch i!iy let tees hy sp('oi3»l foo(. eoiirler io '.rndti'/ond : for 
across ih<*se (remendous mottjikiijis from sevcoi io eight, 
thousand f('<'t liiirli, tmd of rude Jisccni . a man on foot, moves 
(pticker than a horseman. 

Amojig ihe otlleers and men 1 .spoke io 3it hliTieronm :ind :dt>ng 
ilie way here rs profound wanf- of eoniidimfre exists in their 
new commander, Ismail I’.aeh.a, now mised to the grade of 
J^ln.shir. Indeed, liis eondnef of affains td- Ihiyjr/.id was not 
that io inspire confidence. All, ioo, .seem in desj)air of being 
able to hold Eiv.eronm, and seem io consider it as alrciidy lost. 
Baiburf is ihe next, point, sit which io msike a .stand, and, if 
* ihai b(‘ taken or turned ihc Bmesi.an.s are master.s of Armenia. 
The fact that ilie doej) .snow and hitter wcatlier have not pre- 
vonied the encmy'.s operations, at bo.st only .slightly retarding 
them, seems io have com|ileiely npset I’urkish defence plans. 
It now sqipcar.s evident that the Russians will liavc worked 
their tvill in Armenia heforo either tlic weather or tlicir re- 
sources jierniit the Turks to resiune the offen.sive. And j-ot, 
as far as I liavo soon, the latter .stand the cold remarkably well. 
On iny way from Aschlcale to-day I passed nnmerons gi’onps of 
invalids, mo.stly soldiers convalescent after typhus and typhoid. 
They were being sent on from Erzeroum to Baibnrt, a distance 
of about one liundred • milc-S, for more than half tlie waj' 
over snow-clad mountains. I’lioy were on foot and eacli man- 
carried his own pack. '\^Tlcn sick men arc capable of such a 
jonimey on foot over the sno-ny •wolf-haunted wastes and tre- 
mendous pi’ecipices of a mountain i-ange twice as high as 
Sno-wden or Ben Nevis, and in such xveather, surely their com- 
panions who are •well in hcaltli should ho able to march and 
conntor-march through the snoAV quite as well as the Russians, 

□ Baiburt, Jamiary llth. — IVlicn I reached Pernacahan, on 
, the slopes of the Kop Dagh, in my somowliat precipitate 
retreat from the neighhotirhood of Illidge, I thonglit that 
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a few days at least of repose wonld lie permitted me. I 
could not imagine that the situation was so hopeless, and 
that Armenia was so completely abandoned to the Russians 
as to all appearances it is at this moment. I had supposed 
that, though Erzeroum was besieged, and a colossal invading 
army menacing the roads leading to the coast, a stout stand 
would be made in the passes of the Kop Dagh. This has not 
been done, and for a very good reason. Save a few scattered 
battalions there are now no Turkish soldiers in Armenia who 
are not hopelessly blocked at Erzeroum and Batonm. 

On the 8th I noticed a suspicious movement in the village of 
Pemacaban. Sick soldiers were being sent off across the 
mountains in the direction of Baibnrt, and mules laden with 
ammunition and flour followed them at intervals. Still I 
held on in the hope of seeing a force of some kind appear, 
to make at least a show of resistance, if nothing more, but 
all the men, principally cavalry, who appeared were march- 
ing in the wrong direction, away from the enemy and towards 
the sea coast. Still, I remained at my post; and it was only 
about eleven o’clock on the 9th that, for my personal safety, 
I found it necessary to move off. Edhem Pacha and his 
cavalry came hurriedly in, announcing that the Russians 
had occupied Aschkale with a considerable force, he himself 
narrowly escaping being made prisoner. 

He owed his escape to the timely warning of his host, who 
■ informed him that the Russian cavalry was advancing its 
flanks to surround the village. The bulk of his Zaptieh 
cavalry and Karapahaks were stationed at Karabuyouk Khan, 
two hours and a-half distant along the Erzeroum road. 
The Cossacks, moving stealthily along the opposite hank of 
the frozen Kara Su, nndcr cover of the dense snow fog, and 
crossing on the ice succeeded in surprising the Turks, 
some 600 strong. There was no figliting The Ottomans 
fled in disorder. Those who were well mounted fled across 
the plain, scattering in every direction ; and those whoso 
horses failed them were cither cut domi, or made prisoners. 
The Russians then immediately advanced, occupying Asch- 
kale, and pushing a force townrtls Pernacahan, three hours’ 
march further on. It was at this juncture I started. 
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Greneral Kemliall, wlio for some time past liad vegetated in 
an oda in tlie village, deeming Erzeronm too unsafe since tlie 
loattle of DeveljoinoUj rode out along tlie Asclikale road to 
reconnoitre tlie enemy. He liad scarcely turned tlie angle 
of the road a quarter of a mile from the village, -when he 

■ vas fired on by the leading Cossacks. A general stampede 
followed. The G-eneral, Edhem Pacha, the remnant of the 
cavalry, and all the inliabitants who could afford to leave, 
started at once into the entrance of the Kop Pass, fleeing 
before the redoubtable Cossacks, who in this campaign have 
achieved as great a celebrity for ubiquity and daring as the 
Uhlans in the Eranco-Prussian war. My last recollection 
of Pernacaban was seeing an unfortunate man, near whose 
semi- subterranean hovel a telegraph post had been erected, 
cutting this latter down hurriedly, lest its proximity to his 
dwelling might call down on him the wrath of the Russian 
horsemen. 

It is not child’s play at any season to face a mountain range 
12,000 feet high ; still less so in midwinter in a climate like 
this. As I left the village on my way to the frozen steeps 
beyond, half seen amid the long cloud streaks that marked 
the cliffs above, I had serious misgivings whether any of us 
would effect the passage with impunity. Up we went along 
a zig-zag path where the snowbanks rose high on either side 
The uninitiated stranger would have said that oui’ path was an 
abandoned colliery tramway from which the rails and sleepers 
had been torn. The way was marked in the beaten snow by 
sharply cut trenches separated by intervals of eighteen inches 
I have seen the same peculiarity in Herzegovina and Monte- 
negro during wet weather. It is due to the mule convoys. 
Each animal steps exactly in the place of that which precedes 
him and thus this parallel lining is produced. 

We passed many and many a group of way-wom invalids, 
toiling painfully along, making the best of their way to 
Baiburt, the nearest haven of refuge for those hors de combat. 
Apropos of these Turkish invalid soldiers, it is really remark- 
able how the Ottoman warrior changes his skin when passed 
by the doctor. Your ordinary Turkish belligerent is a cheerful, 
obedient, long-suffering individual. He may be clothed in 
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rags, bo bootless, and bis rations not the most regular. He 
may bave some outpost duty to perform in a temperature 
■where the beard and moustache represent as many icicles as 
there are hairs. He doesn’t complain. Allah and the 
Padischah are for him all-sufficing reasons ‘why he should 
set his o>vn personality at naught. But let the doctor once 
touch his •wrist, let him give but the slightest hint that the 
patient is not in a condition to pureue his ordinary avocation 
as a soldier, and a fearful and wonderful change comes over 
the man. The robust cheerful warrior shrinks to a shadow 
of himself. His shoulders bow down, his eyes become dim, 
his legs totter under him, and his voice shrinks to a feeble 
treble. I have seen many phases of warlike life, but never 
have I seen so sudden and complete a metamorphosis as that 
which overtakes the Mussulman soldier when the doctor jus- 
tifies him in the idea that he is sick. 

With a train of such persons I commenced the arduous and 
even dangerous ascent of the mountain. Some toiled wearily 
on; others sat by the roadside and called on Allah; and I 
saw forms stretched on a snowy couch that was to bo their 
last. On an occasion like this it is “ every one for himself.” 
There is no use halting beside some -uTetched sufferer. You 
can do but little to prolong his agony ; you can’t take him 
■n'lth you. And to remain is to perish. On, on up the steep 
slope, where the blinding glare of the snow makes all the 
colours of the rainbow dance before your eyes. “ Have I a 
chance of getting over ? ” "was more than once asked of me 
by less experienced travellers, ns our horses sank to the girths 
in the snowdrift. Wlien the higher regions of the mountain 
are reached, the snow becomes firmer, and a kind of track is 
visible in the blinding waste. At an elevation of 10,000 
feet, before entering into the dense white clond that girds 
the summit, the view is magnificent. For leagues and 
leagues Eastern Armenia stretclies at your feet. It is blank 
and white as death, -with sahlo dottings here and there — the 
villages and rock masses. From unseen openings in distant 
clouds — for overhead all is leaden grey — patches of sunlight 
fall below, like golden spangles on an ermine mantle. Another 
ten minutes and our horses, wading amid snow four feet deep, 
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enter tlie cloud region. Then all is blank. A circle of fifty 
yards linaits the visible horizon. Living thing there is not, 
save the irrepressible magpie and a kind of stone-chat. Even 
the eagles and aniltures liave departed to lower levels. At 
intervals of two hours there are houses of refuge : blank 
empty tenements, where the ribs of mules and oxen gafin 
around in the snow, half protruding like the -wreck of some 
barque above shifting sands. G-radually the track disappears 
in the staring white expanse, and it is only by means of 
obelisk-like guide marks, and mile-stones barely jarotruding 
above the snow that we keep in the road. This lasts for 
some five hours, when a slight do-wnward sloping of the way 
is noticed. Then the mountain side becomes dangerously 
precipitous, and horse and man slide ten feet at a time, pur- 
sued by great masses of detached snow which ultimately 
disappear over some tremendous precipice. Eor an hour w'e 
scramble on, slipping and sliding as we go, and at length 
. begin to make out the sun struggling palely through the snow 

fog- 

A little later and we leave the wall-like mist bank behind, us, 

■ and emerge into the full blaze of daylight. The change is 
really remarkable. But a couple of minutes previously and 
we were moving amid Arctic surroundings ; now, clear blue 
sky, golden sunlight, and the vegetation of the lower valleys. 
Still, however, the snow is six feet deep, and we pass a train 
of mules conveying the harem and house furniture of a local 
magnate, two of the animals lying half buried in the drift 
and struggling vainly to regain their feet. As we go on, 
wood pigeons and an occasional eagle or hawk appear, and 
six hom-s after le'a-ving Pernacaban we are on level gi’ound, 
and’at the expiration of the seventh reach the large well- 
built Armenian -village of E-vrek. An excellent oda is placed 
at my disposal by the head man of the village, a reverend 
Judaic-looking elder, who supplied me with weak tea 
sweetened with honey and fried eggs, served with a sauce 
compounded of treacle and lemon juice. 

At E-^T-ek that night gathered the remnant of what was once a 
mobilized Tm-kish army — some sixty horsemen in all, with 
their chief, Edhem Pacha. Greneral Sir Arnold Kemball, two 
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conclave to decide on tlieir course of action when the Russians 
arrive. My last news from Erzeroum announces the 'dis- ‘ 
playing of the banner of Omar, brought from Mecca by an 
aged Sheih. The enthusiasm was great among the Moham- 
medans ; but unless the rumour I hear about the sortie be 
true, I am afraid the SandjacL might as well have been left 
at Mecca. 

I cannot close this letter -without alluding to a paragraph -^’hich 
appeared in the Daily Neics signed “ C. TV.,” and which com- 
mented on some statements made by me in a letter from 
Kars. It was by the merest chance I saw the paragraph re- 
printed in GaUgnanVs Messengery a copy of which I stumbled 
across at Pemncabatt. Prom internal evidence I judge that 
the paragraph -u'as -written by an esteemed friend and 
colleague with whom I had the great pleasure of spending 
some time in the Turkish camp on the Aladja Dagh beyond 
Kars. He allows himself, I am afraid, to be influenced by 
his pei'sonal friendship for Colonel Hussein Bey in his 
comments on my statements. He says that the Colonel’s 
presenting a revolver at my head when I was endeavouring 
to save myself amid the wreck of thefngitivearmy was o-^ung 
to my having addressed the colonel in French. I did so be- 
cause Hussein Bey invariably changed from English to French 
when I spoke to him in the vernacular, I said to Hussein 
Bey, “ Colonel, est-ce que vous ne me connaissez pas ? I am 
the correspondent of the Daily Neios of London ” Tho 
colonel replied, still with his revolver in myface^“It’8 all 
the same to mo what you are ; turn, or I blow your brains 
out,” when one of Mukhtar Pacha’a aides-do-camp came 
dashing by and forced the colonel to lot me pass ; the latter 
said something which roused my ivrath. “ Oh, a corre- 
spondent,” he said, “ pass on (aside), ono of those people 
who corao to our country to gain money." I might have 
replied that if I gained money by honest work in his 
country, it was certainly not from Ins country that tho money 
came. I thought it rather singular to bo treated as a run- 
away. I had been two days on tho field of battle, siv hours 
distant. I only came in when all was lost, and when Slukhtar 
Pacha and General Kemball were spurring hard to Kar.s. 
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compared to -wliicli tlie an of the poor Armenians of Kars 
sank to insignificance. He is accnsed of having betrayed 
Kars. 

Natnrally our communications have never been of the best. 
Disordered postal arrangements and Turkish improvidence 
often left ns isolated from Europe. "Were it not for the kindly 
services of il. Gilbert, the French consul, vre should often 
have been at a loss to send onr news home. It is only a just 
tribute to this gentleman to say that every European, regard- 
less of nationality, looked to him for the furtherance of his 
interests, when perhaps he should have looked elsewhere. 
The Drtthy has to thank M. Gilbert for the advent of 
many of my letters, which, if entrusted to another repre- 
sentative would have met with the fate of their predecessors, 
and never come to hand. 

Samiary 12M — Since I wrote the preceding paragraphs we have 
been put on the alert. The Russian cavalry have taken 
possession of the Kop Dagh withont resistance, and are 
moving into the plain, threatening Baihurt, the central 
strategic position of Armenia. There is not even the shadow 
of resistance. I think it very probable that the counsels of 
Edhera Pacha have been adopted; the idea that if Western 
Europe will not interfere, Turkey should mako the best terms 
with Russia. 

O GxTfluscnATO Roan), Jauunry 17th — After nlcmg 

struggle through storm and snow over the Vavou Dagh and 
intermediate mountains, I have arrived here I thought it 
best to abandon Baiburt for various reasons. In the first 
place, there is no European telegraph service at that village, 
and in order to despatch my telegrams I was obliged to have 
my messages translated into vague Turkish, and then sent on 
through an intermediary station, where they had again to 
undergo the ri.sk of rctranslation, a process which I fear bas 
not added to their lucidity. Ccruplod with this, there was 
that village jealousy of snrvcinnnce, ten times worse oven 
than at Erzeronm. Again, any moment might have found 
mo forced to fly precipitately, as I did fromlllidgo; for the 
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last, ti'oops •wnlcliinir tlu> advonJ. of tlie l^nssiiins were witli- 
driuvn. I lived in daily, Iwnrly foai’ of la-'ing .snrpriKcd by 
advciduvona Cossaebs; and from a sore exporionce, I know 
loo innch of {he exigencies of warfare, especially under 
present c.ondilions, not to liave serious misgivings as to the 
fate of my horses, even ilumgh shell erod under the usiially 
regis name of a “war correspondent.’’ 

As far as Turkish arms arc concerned, I lie situation in Armenia 
is to all appearances utterly h()peless. 1. have already nar- 
rated how 1 was chased outof llHdge by the Muscovite horse- 
men, when they came to occupy the decisive jioint as far as 
the practical blockade of Mr/.eroum was concerned; and I 
have already written at some length on the ])lacc itself. It 
is some two hour.s’ ride from I'lr/.eronin, on the high road to 
Trobizond. Its occupation cuts off all chance of throwin" 
supplies or tvoojis into the beleaguevod town without risking 
the issue of a serious battle, and that, too, with serious 
numbers. It i.s true that a couple of days after, the post, 
carried by a couple of mules, mauaged to make its w,ay out of 
Ihv.cronm, follonang the dilUcult I’oatls along the flanks -of 
. the Palanlokcn mountains sonih-wcst of the town, and re- 
gaining the main road near the \nllagc of Asehkale. 

An adventurous colleague, who, deceived by the boasts, of the 
garrison commanders, remained a day behind mo, escaped by 
the same route Avith the great e.st dilliculty. Since then, the 
enemy’s patrols baA^e intercepted all access to ICrzeroum by 
high road and by mountain. The place is completely blocked, 
and the Russian flying columns range far and Avide, collecting 
for tlio benefit of the besieging army the large stores of 
grain and forage in the outlying Aullages, Avliicli the improvi- 
dence of the Ottoman commanders alloAved to remain in such, 
doubtful situations. The boiAes of succour of the garrison 
are small indeed. TV^hile at Baiburt, a force of 500 horsemen, 
for the most paid; irregulars, aided by throe infantry batta- 
lions, cliiefly composed of convalescent soldiers, maintained a 
kind of guard over the road leading from the Kop Dagb ; 
and Ave bad 'some reason to believe that AA^e should at least be 
AA’'arned in time of the approach of hostile forces, little as Ave 
could do to, impede their advance^ 
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Yesterday a telegraphic order from. Constantinople sent the 
entire cavalry force to Ersingan, together -with considerable 
stores of old Enfield and Minie rifles, the weapons destined, I' 
nnderstand, to arm the surrounding population, and by the 
formation of corps of BasUi-Bazouks to render less the 
impunity with which the, enemy’s foraging parties might 
move. It is rumoured to day that a battalion of 400 men is 
on its way from Trebizond to reinforce the Baiburt invalids. 
Even should they arrive, they can do little aught but sentry 
duty. Oppose the Russian advance they cannot. Of course 
the great hope is that Erzeroum will bold out till late in 
the coming spring, when it is believed to be within the realms 
of possibility that an army can be raised and marched to 
its relief The people here scarcely indulge in such a hope. 
They are despondent to the last degree. 

“ The Russians,” they say, “ have taken Axdahan, Bayazid, and 
Kars ; they have beaten us back step by step to Erzeroum ; 
they will take Erzeroum ; and they -will take the whole 
country.” 

This is what the Turks say despairingly. As for the Armenia^ 
population, it hopes and desires such an issue too-much to 
venture to give vent to an aspiration. Patriarchs and bishops 
at Constantinople may pretend to agree ns they will with the 
Sultan’s Ministers as to the advisability of the Armenian 
population bearing arms in the Ottoman army, and may bssue 
admonitions and edicts to that effect. The patriarchs and 
bishops dare nob refuse the " invitation ” to co-operate 
with the Government; and besides, tbey know full well 
tbat all their mandates will fall stillborn on a population irre- 
vocably alienated from their masters hy race, tradition, and 
experience. Within the walls of Erzeroum itself matters 
could not be worse than they are. A typhus fever epidemic 
rages. Even the medical staff is rapidly succumbing to it; 
and tbo mortality in the hospitals i.s terrible. 

The day before I left the town a military doctor made the remark 
to me that, if the existing state of things continued, the Rus- 
sians had only to wait quietly outsido and a brief space of 
time would see the city'vithout defenders. Add to this the 
eamc.st yearning of a largo section of the inhabitants to see 
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tlie Russians masters of tlie place, and it will readily be seen 
that Erzeronm is scarcely in a position wliich could warrant 
the belief of its bolding out till a barely possible force comes 
to its relief. Tbe only Turkish army in Armenia is blocked 
wdtbin its walls. It bas become reduced to tbe position of a 
mere garrison. Not even tbe shadow of an army intervenes 
between tbe invaders and free access to tbe most remote 
quarters of tbe province. One is almost tempted to believe 
that tbe threat of tbe Grand Vizier to look to Turkish 
interests alone, in case Europe refused to interfere, is being 
carried into effect ; and that, knowing well that tbe annexa- 
tion of a large portion of Armenia must necessarily be among 
tbe items of tbe Russian peace terms, be is already beginning 
to save himself tbe trouble of trying to avoid tbe inevitable, 
and to win a place in tbe good graces of bis adversary by 
quiet' submission. Many think so at least. 

I was at first inclined to tbiak that tbe Russians, taking advan- 
tage of tbe utter discomfiture of tbe Ottoman Anatolian 
army, would push on to tbe very gates of Trebizond this winter. 
I find that they seem to prefer making sure of Erzeronm 
before they make another important step in advance. This 
course of action is adopted, perhaps, as much from necessity 
' as choice. To undertake tbe double task of investing Brze- 
roum and Trebizond simultaneously would require at least an 
army of 80,000, if not 100,000 men. Tbe Russians, accord- 
■ ing to the most reliable information, do not exceed 40,000 in 
number around Erzeronm. bTotwitbstanding all their efforts, 
tbe snows of tbe Sogbanli mountains have prevented tbe 
arrival up to tbe present of an adequate amount of siege 
artillery and ammunition to commence a serious bombard- 
ment, especially in face of tbe very considerable number of 
guns of large calibre 'which defend tbe ramparts. 

When this is tbe case as regards Erzeronm, there w^ould be 
little chance of attempting tbe siege of Trebizond, even in 
tbe face of extempore earthworks, in view of tbe great and 
difficult distances intervening between tbe present Russian 
positions arid tbe coast. Trebizond could, it is true, be, bke 
Batoum, blockaded on tbe land side ; but, like tbe latter, in 
view of its sea communications, a mere passive blockade 
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■wonld be futile. Onlj’ wben* time, favourable weatber, and 
the possession of Erzeroum shall have given them a chance of 
active hostilities against it, will Trebizond be assailed — ^pro- 
bably towards the latter end of spring 

hleantime, the Russians content themselves with being virtually 
masters of Armenia, from Kars to Ersingan, and from Baya- 
zid to the coast. It will be curious to see whether the Porte 
will make an effort within the next three months to create 
another army in Armenia ; under the circumstances, I think 
it highly doubtful ; if Turkey do not find an ally before then, 
she will resign herself to Kismet, and Russian possession of 
part of her fairest territories. 

As I rode to-day across the wintry wastes of the Vavouk 
mountains, I witnessed again a repetition of the painful 
scepces of the Kop Dagb. The close advent of the Russians 
rendered it necessary that preparations should be made for a 
possible speedy evacuation of Baiburt ; and some 600 sick 
Soldiers, mostly men partly convalescent from dysentery and 
typhoid fever, were at once despatched to Trebizond. J do 
not snppose the half of them will reach their destination. 
I have seen men in this condition dying beside me in the 
wretched cabins where we were forced to lodge. Some days 
ago, as I mounted my horse, the corpse of ray chamber com- 
panion was carried out. 

The Turks make great capital out of the fact that the Russians, 
some weeks after the capture of Kars, allowed the conva- 
lescent Ottoman soldiers to return to their friends, instead of 
retaining them as prisoners. These Turkish soldiers chose 
this course of action themselves, and it is quite untrue, as 
stated ra a telegram which has come under my notice lately, 
that they were ** driven ” from Kars. Quito the contrary. 
They speak highly of the treatment they received while in 
the enemy’s hands ; and from my conversations with some 
of them, I Icam that the many deaths which occurred on tlio 
road wore owing to unnecessary cxpo.snro to cold during the 
night on the part of invalids, whoso feverish anxiety to see 
their friends would not allow them to take ordinarj' pre- 
cautions. It is odd enough that the very same authorities 
who reprobate the conduct of the Russians with regard to 
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tlie Turlvisli Avonu^ecl niul sick, slioiikl ilicinsolvcs send olT 
on a journey of 100 niilos, over Alp-like, snow-covered 
nionniains, incii who can siagger along hut feebly. As I 
si niggled through i.hc blinding snow-inisi s of the Vavouk 
niountains 1 saw gaunt, hollow-eyed men, clothed in the 
tattered remains of what liad once been uniforms. Their 
feet were bound up in bunches of withered mountain sedge, 
tied on with sirijis of mgs and bits of ropes. Plodding mid- 
leg deep in drifting snow, the ace,umulation of frozen matter 
about their feet was almo.st enough to jirevent walking. I 
have seen the.se men lying gasjiing at the foot of the tele- 
graph posts, foelily holding out their hands, and begging a 
morsel of broad in the name of Allah. Even a strong man 
could not afford to linger in such Siberian wastes. Pro- 
bably, had I rode hack over the .same i*oad I should have 
scai'ed the wolves from the bodies of the ])oor fellows whom 
necessity forced me to pass by in those dreadful mountains. 

I am Sony to have to chronicle the death of a young English- 
man, who came out here as a volunteer. ^Ir. W. H. Cowan 
joined a regiment of irregular horse, served in the Aladja 
army, and attacked by typhoid fever m’th subsequent dysen- 
teiy died in the military hos])ital of Kar.s shortly after its 
occupation by the Russians. This I learn from the dragoman 
of the Englisli doctors, who were permitted to pass the 
Russian lines before the horahardment commenced, and who 
have returned to Europe via, Tiflis. I met the dragoman 
outside Baiburt as he was retuiming after a long round to 
the Tni’kisb forces in that toum. 
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In their justification I feel bound to add that their Turkish 
chiefs never paid the slightest attention to proposals or 
applications made for the good of the service, but were onlj 
busy filling their pockets to the detriment of the sick. These 
died daily by scores, and the baneful disease took almost 
every hour a firmer grasp on the hospitals and the city. 
After the successful storming of this fortress, the Russians 
immediately set to work and adopted the most energetic 
measures against the treacherous disease. All the contents 
of the hospitals, including provisions, were burnt. Rot a 
blanket, not a mattrass, escaped the fire. Even the rotten 
boards of floors and ceilings were tom out and condemned to 
the fiames. 

Those rigorous proceedings had, nevertheless, only a partial 
effect. A thorough cleansing would have required a general 
conflagration of the city of ^rs. In the first instancoj 
many of the sick soldiers had concealed themselves witli 
their relations or friends in private honscs, where they died, 
of course spreading the germs of the disease throughout 
these dwellings. Secondly, the inhabitants of this part of 
Armenia have the most filthy habits. There is literally no 
provision for cleanliness or decency in the houses, and the 
streets are the receptacles of cveiy kmd of disgusting filth. 
In their hopeless struggle with the inveterate, habits of such 
people, no blame can be cast on tho Russian aothoritie.s. 
They did all they could do. Instead, however, of being 
satisfied Avith the results gained, and of persevering arduously 
with tho work, they take other ground. They try to subject 
' typhoid to rules and regulations, wthout removing its causes, 
ilany functionaries wish, indeed, earnestly to make every- 
thing perfect under Russian rule. This is clearly a most 
commendable spirit for individuals as well as for nations, 
especially if they do their best to cany out their ideas. Other 
men of position, on the contrary, fall into the error of 
believing that everything is already perfect in Russia, and 
think any further improvement unnecessary. 

I notice that tho Turkish official accounts state that the Ru.<!sians 
had driven about 2,000 sick and wounded across tho snow- 
covered coantiy from Kars to Erzorouni, where only 400 of 
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tliem arrived nlivc, in a dcsiiiulc condition. All t1\c rcmaind 
are reporiod ns havinix diial on tlic road ihrongli cold ar 
privation. The fact, i.s tliai tlio Hns.sians, afler the capture ^ 
Kars, were overlnirdcned with about 17,000 ]n’laoncrs, ar 
5,000 Turkish sick and wnnndcd. The small Russian arn 
could not have properly dealt, rvitb .such nnmhcr.s withoi 
neglecting its own sufferer.^, amount ing to thousands. Beside 
a large portion of the forces had to be told otT to escort ar 
guard the undisciplined crowd. So the authorities shut the 
eyes to deserters. The houses of Kars were never searchc 
although it was well known that. Inindrcrls of armed Ottomr 
soldier.s had taken refuge there. 'Wliosoovor tied the Re 
Crescent round one of Ids arms was perfectly at Hherty to f 
wherever he thought, convenierit , without being molested 1: 
sentries or jiatrols. ^fany availed themselves of the oppo' 
tunity thus given to them, and escaped in plain clothes. 

The men in the hospitals were on a din’orent footing, owing i 
their confinement nndcr the superintendence of warders an 
the guar'd outside. These were spoken to, and the choic 
wa.s left to the less serious eases, cither to he treated here c 
elsewhere hy the R.ussian medical statf, and when cure 
detained as prisoners of war, or to take care of themselv( 
among their rchations and friends. Longing for person! 
liberty, and terrified at the idea of a prolonged capti\dt 5 ', a 
who believed themsclve.s able to walk or to proceed by .an 
conveyance w.anted to be off at once. It is, therefore, not t 
be wondered at that a considerable fraction of the strong! 
patients pronounced for freedom. Accordingly they wei 
released wdtbont further ceremony. After having eac 
received a rouble and a ticket of passage from the Russia 
authorities, they took charge of tliemsclves, every one follov 
ing the shortest road to his homestead. What subsequent] 
may have occurred to them ' is beyond the I’each of ot 
observations. The truth is that the whole country, plaii 
and mountains, is stre'svn with Turkish villages, whei’e 
fatigued, hungry, or sick Ottoman soldier can easily fin 
food, shelter, and sympathy, in conformity with the prove: 
hial ^ hospitality of the East. The fact that of the 2,0C 
soldiers 400 really arrived at Erzeronm is so much the moi 
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astonishing as nobody hero expected it. These poor fellows 
were not at all bent npon serving again, and, therefore, were 
eager to avoid impressment a second time into the ranks 
during the war. Most of them, with the exception of those 
who belonged to the city of Erzeroum itself or its immediate 
environs, made a circuitous trip around it, and tried to reach 
their snow-buried villages clandestinely. 

The hundreds of men reported as having been frozen to death 
existed only in Mnkhtar Pacha’s imagination. He imputes 
to his enemy the atrocities which he would have commited 
himself under similar pressure. His method of despatching 
prisoners and wounded is well known. The information 
which I have obtained from eye-witnesses corroborates the 
statement that the Russian prisoners and wounded have been 
simply killed on the field of battle by indirect orders from 
the superior Turlrish officers. When time was left torture 
was never objected to. Only ten or twelve Russian prisoners 
have been spared by the Turks during the whole Asiatic 
campaign. 

In reference to military operations, nothing positive has yet 
transpired. General Loris Melikoff is the only man who 
would not hesitate to explain tho true state of things in 
frank and explicit language. Unhappily, he is absent again, 
after a few days’ stay here, and there is no sign indicating 
his speedy return. I have not had the pleasure of seeing 
liim for tho last two months. To follow him to Erzeroum is 
out of the question. Even the majority of tho officers 
belonging to his stall have been left behind, very much 
against their wishes, and their applications for permission to 
go to the front have not been complied irith. Tho reason is 
that tho small town of Hassankale, and all the villages 
around it and Erzeroum, are actually overcrowded with 
officers, soldiers, horses, and commissariat stores. No accom- 
modation can be afforded there to volunteer or supemn- 
merary staff officers, still less, of course, to more camp 
followers. Besides, vehicles cannot bo obtained for money, 
because the snow is very deep, the cold intense, and forage 
not to be found. ' , • 

Here in Kars tho temperatnro vari<» from ten to twcnty-fivo 
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degrees Celsius belo-w zero, -whicli in itself is disagreeable 
enough to endure in badly-constrncted houses by the un- 
bappy inmates. But sometimes fearful blasts double and 
treble the intensity of the cold, and thickly- whirling snoAv- 
drifts sweep over the ice-bound country. This state of 
things may. serve as a standard by which to judge of the 
manner in Avhich such Aveather must tell on the besieging 
army before Erzeroum, that toAATi being situated about 1,000 
feet higher above the level of the sea than Kars. Moreover, 
I do not believe I am mistaken in supposing that typhoid 
is paying its awful Ausits to all the villages around there, 
and sweeping away hundreds of the squalid natives. At the 
same time, of course, it is not impossible that some soldiers, 
croAvded with them, may also succumb to the disease. 
This, however, is a mere surmise on my part. 

I hear that, in spite of the difficulties owing to the un- 
favourable season, Erzeroum has been closely inA’^ested, so 
that Turkish troops or proAusions cannot enter into that 
fortress without running the risk of being intercepted and 
captured. Thanks to the Persian trade, Erzeroum is not 
only one of the largest, but also one of the wealthiest, 
cities of Asia Minor. In commercial importance it is, per- 
haps, .only second to Smyrna. It is, therefore, not impro- 
bable that its corn merchants have hoarded considerable 
quantities of grain in their magazines, with the view of 
selling it at the proper moment to the necessitous classes 
or the Grovemment at famine prices. In addition, the 
citizens being every AAunter blocked up by the snow, and 
shut out from all practical communication for months, are, 
even in time of peace, in the habit of buying up and 
storing ample provisions, including meat, which is preserved 
in ice, for the whole winter. The labourers and workmen, 
compelled to live every day on every day’s earnings, cannot 
indulge in that luxmy of precaution. But who is caring 
for them ? A paternal G-overnment like the Turkish will 
either summon them to enlist on starvation rations, or IcaAm 
them to die of hunger and misery and the blessing of the 
Prophet. 

With reference to the garrison, AA'e may safely rely uj^on the 
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savage energy oi Ismail 'Pacha. ITo doubt he availed him- 

* Bclf of the two months' respite, during which the Russian 
blockade had been more or less imperfect, to replenish the 
military magazines with every article of preserrable food. 
The situation of the beleaguering Russians is, on the other 
hand, anything but enviable, as I have stated before. Defi- 
ciency of provisions or difBcully in getting them to the 
spot where wanted, scarceness of fodder, insnfficient lodg- 
ings, unhearahle cold and mortal disease, combine ‘to Tender 
the Eoiourn of troops there almost insupportable, hut at the 
same time give new proof of the admirable endurance and 
unshaken courage of the Russian soldiers. They certainly 
mean to hold ont till spring. Their generals cannot settle 
the question whether it is not more advantageous to expend 
the lives of some thousand men at once in a desperate 
escalade than to sustain daily losses, which finally summed 
up, are likely to show a still heavier return of disabled 
soldiers. 

More than once rumours have been spread here of the fall of 
Erzeroum, but uo saluting shots have hitherto confirmed the 
welcome news. Again, just now, an assault is said to he 
imminent, and will at all events be attempted before tho 
end of this month. I, however, still hope that the com- 
manding general will resist that temptation, and postpone or 
abandon the scheme. It is evident enough that the attetapt 
would be like that of a man jumping ndth an axe in his hand 
at a laurel twig trembling over the edge of a chasm. Jfc is 
more reasonable under these circumstances, to cut the whole 
tree domi There is no absolute necessity to risk, if not tbo 
whole result, at least the prestige of the campaign in Asia, 
by leading thousands of brave fellows to ho butchered hoforo 
well-constructed ramjxirts. The capture of Erzeroum cannot 
be of primary importance, in view of the inoritablo collapso 
of tho Turkish power about to take place. 

■Hero in Kars everybody keeps the peace. Tho Tnrks hcharo ns 
well as they may always bo expected to behave when their 
inferiority is brought home to thorn by stem argnments. 
They submit without grumbling to a force superior to their 
oivn. Hitherto they have comforted themselves with tlio 
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delusion that Enssia means or ’will be corapolled to rcstor 
the conquered tcrritoiy to the Commander of the Faithful 
now their confidence is somcAvhat shaken. Tliey are, how 
evei*, resolved not to remain under the rule of an infide 
Government, but to emigrate to the southward. There i 
room for manj* gi'avcs yet in the fever-stricken valleys o 
Asia !Minor. 

We hear hci’e sometimes, mthcr too often, of daring bui’glarie 
and other misdeeds, of which regular and irregular soldier 
arc accused by public opinion. The other night an infirn 
Turk had his throat cut in the street by an artilleryman wh( 
meant to rob him. To his deep disappointment, however 
the murderer did not discover a single farthing in his vie 
tim’s pockets. Afterwards he dragged the corpse to th 
river with the intent of concealing it under the ice. But e 
roxdo he was arrested by a patrol, and is no^Y awaiting hi 
fate in gaol. As you know, capital and corporal punishmen 
have been abolished in Russia, and in ordinary times nobod; 
can be put to death for whatever crime he may hav 
committed. In time of w^ar, however, martial law is pro 
claimed in the army, and the districts occupied by it, an< 
then sentence of death may be passed by the militar 
courts. 

January am informed that typhoid has greatly dimi 

nished in Kars at present, and that fatal cases ending witl 
death seldom occur. On the other hand, I hear that th 
disease has fixed its principal residence now in Alexandropol 
the Russian frontier tonm, thirty-six miles from here. 

^ K.\.RS, Fehruary 8tli . — Official news has reached us that thi 
Russian army before Erzeroum was likely to enter tha 
fortress on the 4th inst., in conformity with the stipulatioi 
of the armistice. Whether this important event has realb 
taken place, or whether it has been deferred on som( 
unknown grounds, we have hitherto been unable to ascertain 
This uncertainty arises from the circumstance that all officia 
reports are sent directly from head-quarters at Hassan Kale t< 
the Grand Duke in Tiflis. It is thus that our public here ii 
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very seldom gratiBed with an authentic despatch. In default, 
■we are frequently beguiled with the most extraordinary 
rumours, adapted to the fancy, mood, and desires of some 
inventive genius bent upon exciting or amusing an eager and 
credulous auditory. No reliance, therefore, can be placed 
here on anything that may be said, unless official accounts 
confirm it. Although these substantiate the barren facts with 
Temarkable conciseness and accnracy, they are anything but 
explicit, omit the most interesting details, and slip into 
silence over the less glorions oircnmstances. "We nsnally 
learn the particulars of events in our immediate neighbour- 
hood through the erroneous statements of the TifUs papers. 
This is almost incredible, but literally true. A winter of 
extraordinary severity has set in, and the weather is worse 
than at St. Potershni^, Temfic sno^7•drift8 and chilly blasts 
sweep occasionally over the denuded plains and hills, and 
render travelling for civilians very difficult and nearly 
impossible Traders, no doubt, must sometimes run the rislc ; 
but the news which they forward is anything but trust- 
•u’orthy. Officers and orderlies, on the other hand, either do 
not care for events not connected with their service, or 
indulge the general passion of embellishing facts with their 
own fancy. 

While -uTiting those lines I am informed that new difiicultics, 
quite in the Turkish fashion, have arisen with regard to tho 
surrender of Erzeroum which is stipulated in the armistice. 
Ismail Pacha, the tenacious successor of Mukhtar, lias declined 
to accede to General Loris Melikoff’s summons demanding 
tho -ufithdrawal of tho Turkish garrison and the subsequent 
occuption of the city by tho Russian troops. Though the 
fanatical Pacha is still suffering from typhoid, ho is, even in 
his precarious state of health, noways deficient in the 
traditional shrewdness and the low cunning of his class. His 
apology for politely refusing to recognize tho preliminaries of 
peace rests upon the allegation, that, in consequence of tho 
close investment of Erzeroum, no orders from Constantinople 
had yet reached him. He added, lioweveV, that if tho 
Russian commander would allow him to avail himself of tho 
first Ottoman telegraph station ho would not object to 
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conimimicatc the Porte for iiltiraato instructions. This 
apparently reasonable cleinand has hSen granted. 

The Pacha’s conduct, nevertheless, seems to bo rather strange, 
and cannot be accounted for but by the secret desire of 
gaining time at any cost. The Turks still cherish the hope 
that an unexpected political incident may give things a 
favourable tium, and, therefore, they cling -with teeth and 
nails to every drifting stran. It can hardly be believed that 
a place of the importance of Erzeroum has been wiped out of 
the memory of the Stambonl rulers in their recent troubles. 
It is true that the i\j’menian capital has been of late closely 
blockaded, and the telegraph ndres have been cut all round ; 
but, nevertheless, it would have been a comparatively easy 
task to forward a message fi’om Constantinople to Trebizond 
and even Baiburt. Thence a. courier would have brought it, 
vT-th Bussian permission, in three days to Erzeroum. Either 
the necessary orders were withheld by the Porte on ptu’pose, 
or Ismail Pacha, guided by secret instructions, feigned to 
ignore them, ostensibly on his own responsibility, thinking it 
expedient to delude and hamper the Russians as long as 
possible. All sorts of misgivings are justified in negotiations 
■svith such Asiatics as the Tuidcs have proved to be. , 

In the meanwhile the prospects of the Russian army cannot be 
very promising. If the troops had been called out of their 
cantonments, and massed with the view of entering Erzeroum 
on a fixed day in the present frightful weather, not only their 
disappointment must have been deep, but also their physical 
sufferings might have brought many men to their graves. 
Typhoid, moreover, has settled permanently among them. 
The natives, if surprised when travelling by a whirling snow- 
drift, relinquish all hope of reaching the next underground 
village, however near they may guess it to be. If on horse- 
back, they dismount quickly and leave the animal to his fate. 
Then squatting dovTi on the road, and Avrapping themselves 
in their large felt cloaks, with their faces turned to leeward of 
the gale, they resign themselves to whatever may be in store 
for them. Protected thus by the snow, a bad conductor of 
caloric, from the fierceness of the icy blast, they await 
■patiently in their awkAvard position the end of the storm, or 
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tie end of all tieir worldly miseries. Whetier tie Rnssians 
in tieir ligit and narrow capotes are aile to adopt similar 
measures of precaution, is questionaile. 

However ttis may ie, it is certain that Ismail Pacia by iis pro- 
crastination annoys iis victors very mnci in a quite unex- 
pected manner, inflicting upon tiem at tie last moment 
heavy losses with Parthian arrows. His motives for per- 
severing in this suspicious policy may have been strengthened 
by hearing of the severe defeat which the Russians lately 
suffered in an unsuccessful attack on a Turkish position 
before Batoum. It js said that they sustained there a loss of 
a general, sixteen officers, and 700 rank and file. "We are 
here only acquainted with that event throngh mere nimours. 
The Russian discomfiture, however insignificant it appehrs in 
comparison with the results in Roumolia, caused hero con- 
siderable anxiety. As it is magnified by the glowing fancy of 
the Turks mto a momentous victory, it may have influenced the 
Pacha’s counsellors and actuated his own strange conduct. 
The prospect of seeing the whole of the vilayet of Erzoroum 
and a portion of the province of Trebizond, with Batoum, 
handed over to Russia, is filling the Turks T\dth horror and 
dismay. They refuse obstinately to believe that such 
disadvantageous conditions of peace have been entered into 
by the Porte. !Moreover, their project of emigration next 
summer to pure lloslcm districts has been soriously interfered 
with by that vast cession of territory. They expected to 
quit themselres of the infidel by simply crossing the Soghanli 
Slountains, and settling beyond them in a genial country, 
familiar to them all. Now, unfortunately, the question is 
widened. Should they insist on their scheme of sull^y 
defiance, they would sec themselves compelled to carry their 
household gods hundreds of miles away from their former 
homes, into a country filled with savage ruthless Kurds. 
Under these circumstances it is not astonishing that many 
turbaned grumblers mean to think twice, and aro likely to 
prefer ultimately the lenient administration of the Iiloscow 
Giaours to the cruel exactions of hungry Pachas and 
murderous thieves in distant Kurdistan. 

In contradiction of what has been reported about Russian 
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ci’ueltrv, it must be said that if there he injustice it is rather 
attrihutahlc to au excess of forheai'ance in the application of 
the law than to its iiifringcmcnt h}* the officials. There can 
he no doubt that the l\[ohammcdans in Russia, be they 
Caucasians, Tartars, Kurds, Turcomon, or Kirghis, are by far 
more comfortable and give less trouble, than their brethren 
under the Sultan’s anarchical sway. In Turkey only the 
Pacha tribe or caste, their subordinates, and their retinue of 
servants, bankers, and continctors, have little to complain of. 
They arc neither overtaxed nor ill-treated. They always take 
and never give. Russia, on the contmiy, is folloAAing now a 
wise and genuine Roman policj". Tlie subjected liopulations 
enjoy full civil and religious rights. Ko functionary has the 
power or is disposed to meddle wth their mode of living, 
whether as agriculturists, moi’chants, and tradesmen, or as 
ever-shifting nomads. The taxes are very moderate indeed, 
and, moreover, nearly' all the jRoslems are exempted from the 

- conscription. In time of war they are simply bound to raise, 
if necessary, a well-remunerated volunteer cavalry for'ce. 
The system, however, is different if the conquered or 
incorporated nationality should enter into open insurrection. 
Then little mercy is shown. Every village is burnt to the 
ground, every household article is destr’oyed, and the rebels 
are shot down wherever they are formd until they come to 
terms. 

Our Turks here, however, do not now dream of trying the 
fortune of arms with their conquerors. They have opened 
their shops, and follow their trades and vocations with the 
stoical tranquillity peculiar to their race. Some are even 
honest enough to avow that they have never in their life 
enjoyed such perfect calm and security as at present. When 
their countrymen were in power, they were robbed shame- 
lessly of every horse and bullock, and of every bushel of 
wheat and barley within sight. Never a fartlring was paid 
for what was exacted. Now, to their great astonishment, 
they see themselves crushed under a shower of paper roubles 
which the generous-hearted and free-living Russian officers 
lavish upon them. Turks and Armenians charge tenfold 
prices for their inferior goods, especially provisions. My 
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landlord, an ex-Softa, told me iliat ten of his • hest milch 
cows had been transferred, without his permission, into the 
field-kettles of the Sultan’s soldiers. On denouncing the 
thieves he met only with a shrugging of official shonlders. 
Now he is taking his revenge on me. The rural population 
is almost reduced to mendicity. The drain of young men by 
reckless conscription was terribly destructive. 

"Well-informed people assure me that Armenia has already lost 
one-half of her original male population. Some 13,000 
soldiers, prisoners, and inhabitants, most of them the victims 
of neglect and typhus, have been buried near Kars alone 
since its occupation by Russia ! One shudders to think of 
the rate of mortality under the Turkish rule. The villages 
are the abodes of misery, starvation, and typhoid. Many 
bouses had in the summer-time the beams of their roofs 
taken off by the Ottoman soldiery for culinary purposes, and 
were rendered thus utterly uninhabitable for the returning 
fugitive families. With my own eyes I saw five deserted 
hamlets entirely demolished in this manner. It is true that 
the example set has been followed in many instances by the 
Russians. The soldiers in some cantonments and bivouacs 
are placed in the alternative of either freezing to death or of 
unroofing some of the neighbouring empty huts. For all 
that, there is little complaint, and cries for assistance in 
distress are as unusual as begging is among the destitute. 
The merciless tyranny of Pachas and Effendis has accustomed 
the people to suffer and die in silent resignation. It is not 
easy to extort from an obese Paeba a penny of his ill-gotten 
wealth, irithout presenting him with more than adequate 
compensation. Begging dervishes and lunatics are some- 
times the objects of his liberalities, because they are supposed 
to be connected with a demoniacal world, enjoying the privi- 
lege of the evil eye, and other enpematural gift.s. 

In reference to the impending incorporation of Armenia Major 
by Russia, I can only repeat that the idea is so new and 
startling to the people here that they deem its realization 
impossible. They contend that the military situation hero 
is not so hopeless a.s to justify the cession of an enormous 
territory, nearly equal in extent to the kingdom of the 



nrSSIAX UAIIAVAY PYKTCJI. 


471 


Xeihcvlnnds mul put toj'ofher. Tlioy ilo noi> take 

inio acennni wliat is prointj on boforc llio very gates of 

SfnniboTil, awl (boy tlo no<- atiacb credence to the liussian 
official .slatements. One tine morning, bon'ever, tbey are 

likely to becorne fully aware that the Porte bus paid tbe 

penalt}' of ils scandalous misconduct and obstinacy. 

It does not need mucb penetration io understand that tins new 
Asiatic atapiisition is of tbe bigbest vabu: to llnssia. From 
tbe Armenian bigblands sbe can easily command the roads to 
Mossul fbrongb Bitlis, to Diarbokir tbrongli Ilarpnt, and to 
Siwas and I’okat tbrongb Ei'singan and Kara Itissar. That 
is to say, ^[esoj)otamia as well ns Anatolia is at lier mercy. 
Even more so is Persia. Tbe exelnsive ontlots for tbe all- 
important nnrtbern jirnvinces of t hat sunlmrnt kingdom lead 
by Titlis or J'bv.eronm to the Black Sea. The tradei’.s, how- 
ever, prefer invariably tbe latter i-nad, because tbe journey i.s 
shorter, more convenient, and cbeapei’. Russia, tberoforo, 
once in ])osses.sion of 3'bv.eronm, is mistress of tbe Sbnb’s 
chief roveinie, and can sbirve him into submission, should 
lie over dream of freeing himself from her powerful in- 
fltiencc. Very .soon, and without much entreating, tbe Sbnk 
will be glad to grant the construction of a railway from Tiflis 
to Teheran, a sebeme wliicb lias been already n7uler tbe con- 
sideration of the Hnssian Council of State. 

At Vladikawkas tbe Itu.ssian railway system ends in the soutli- 
east, aiTcsted b^* the formidable bnrx’ier of the Caucasus, 
wbicli .separates it from Tiflis, tbe capital of Transcaucasia. 
The distance between the two town.s on either .slope of the 
inoxmtain range is a little above 100 miles measured on the 
metalled road. A railway parallel to the latter would require 
an enormous outlay for tunnels, bridges, and viaducts, and is 
therefore, in the present .state of tbe Russian Financial De- 
partment, out of the question. This project having been 
finally discarded, another plan, has been prepared and studied, 
and, if I am not mistaken, approved by the Emperor and the 
Council of State. From Vladikawkas, the terminus of the 
alreadj’- completed Russian railways, the new line follows 
. first the northern foot of the spurs of the Caucasian mountain 
range tkrough the valley of the Terek, and thence the western 
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shore of the Caspian Sea to Baku, the most important town 
and harhonr on that gigantic ^ke. From this place one line 
is intended to branch off to Tiflis, while another is to run to 
the Persian frontier and thence to Teheran. The Russian 
portion of these railways, namely, the sections from Vladi- 
kawkas to Baku, and from Baku to Tiflis, has been traced 
and prepared • for construction, and, but for the war, tlie 
works would have been now in full execution. W^ith regard 
to a future prolongation of the line through Persia, little 
doubt can be entertained as to the Shah’s assent. He will 
be a mere tool in the Emperor’s hands in future. 

Once firmly established in Teheran, the Russian Company, 
being of course only the mouthpiece and instrument of the 
Government, udll be at liberty to pnsh slowly onward to 
Herat, through fertile and well.irrigated Ehomssan. As 
long as Armenia was m Turkish hands, as long as Kars and 
Erzeroum threatened and outflanked the Russian political 
and military advance through Persia, the railroad schemes 
were unsafe. It was not so much an Ottoman army, as the 
fear of a general revolt excited by its presence among the 
Caucasian Mohammedan population, which troubled Russian 
views on the northern provinces of Persia. General Loris 
Melikoff, when neutralized last summer at Kurnkdere, cared 
much less for Mukhtar’s position on the Aladja than for a 
Moslem rebellion, and subsequent wholesale massacre of the 
Armenians on the first Tnrki.sh battalion crossing the Arpa 
Son. A vast conspiracy with that object had been discovered, 
but was prudently disregarded. Now the obstacle is on the 
point of being finally removed. "Without claiming tho gift 
of prophecy, T venture to predict that before two years from 
tho conclusion of peace the Russian portion of the above- 
mentioned railways will bo in full construction, while tho 
other on Persian territory is likely to bo diligently studied 
and traced out. 

Wliatever may be said on the question, it is obvious that only 
in Eastern Asia is Russia likely to hecomo dangerous to 
England. In Europe the great military continental States 
are resolved to watch over their common interests with no 
less eagerness than Great Britain. The task of dislodging 
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Russia from Tier natural fastnesses in tlie Armenian Mglilands 
is "beyond the present strength of England and her possible 
Asiatic allies. hTor can Persia, either by her own exertions 
or with external help, disentangle herself from the tight 
grasp of the double-headed eagle. 

The Turks, on the other hand, are at any rate thoroughly 
disabled. Although they may look wistfully back to their 
lost prestige and ruined fortune, and may be anxious to 
snatch an opportunity of re-establishing their ancient domi- 
nation, their chance of succeeding in the undertaking is very 
slight indeed. Their rulers will most probably continue to 
mismanage what may be left in their sanguinary hands, and 
inaugurate anew with tyrannical blindness the old system of 
arbitrary exactions and venality. The morals of their leading 
statesmen and principal functionaides are so rotten and corrupt 
that none of them could resist the temptation of preying on 
the treasury of the unhappy subjects. Russia, on her part, 
is decidedly in the possession of the necessary moral ele- 
' ments for her future growth and consolidation. Even the 
present war is sure to increase her intrinsic strength by 
teachins: her her faults. She Avill not fail to cast aside her 
inefficient institutions as well as the men who have not risen 
to the level of their duties. 

The subjoined letters are from the correspondent lately in 
Erzeroum. 

□ Trebizoxd, Febmartj 12t7i . — It may seem strange to the 
uninitiated that any intelligent person resident at Trebizond 
should not be well informed of passing events in Armenia, 
even up to the latest moment. Let them not think this is a 
land where railroads and telegraphs bring hourly intelligence 
of passing circumstances. Telegraph there is — that of Erze- 
roum, cut by the Russians ; that of Ersingan, where nothing 
is going on, daily interrupted by storms ; that of Batoum, 
practically entirely in the hands of a, by no means impartial 
authority. Telegrams for this latter town are received with 
a cheerful alacrity, which shows that, as at other points where 
I have been, the employes depend for their salaries on the 
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receipts for non-o£Bcial merges; but as far as replies to tlie 
same go, one might as ■well telegraph to Hades. I need 
hardly say that in. Armenia there are no railways — I mean 
in Tnrtish Armenia, for from Tiflis to Pott, in Russian tem- 
tory, there is a short one, tvhich, according to all accounts, 
has but little to do except conveying troops and military 
stores at the present juncture. There used to be regular 
steamers from Trebizond to Batoum, and one would have 
naturally thought that the exigencies of a large and actively 
employed garrison would have, if not multiplied the com- 
raunications, at least not diminished them. Quite the con- 
trary, however. The regular service has stopped, and even 
a transport steamer is a rare phenomenon ; so rare, that 
during ray fortnight’s stay I have not been "witness of such 
an occurrence. 

Again and again I have gone do\m to the pier and scrutinized 
the horizon with my field-glass in hopes of discovering the 
welcome smoke-stream that announced a coming hope. Over 
and over again I have called on the Pacha, and importuned 
the agencies and ship-brokers. Much hope was given, but 
all ended in wailing and gnashing of teeth on my part. If 
I were .-Eneas, and fabled Ansonia my destination, the Pates 
could not have frowned more darkly between us than in their 
apparently malignant endeavour to prevent my getting to the 
insignificant port of Batoum. 

1 do not know whether this untoward combination of circum- 
stances is mere chance, or only the result of the general 
insouciance and “ dcril-take-the-hindmost ” policy apparently 
adopted at present by the Ottoman authorities. Each time 
I vi.sited the pier the horizon was blank; the signal stations 
were undemonstratirc ; the coastguards shook their heads, 
and I was morally left “ on the bleak shore alone.” All the 
positive and authentic news from Batoum I have long since 
telegraphed and mitten about ; the attack on the command, 
ing position some days after the announcement of the armis- 
tice ; the previous exploits of the Ru.s&ian torpedoes ; and 
the final fact that the town remained untaken. 

From Erzeroura onr only news comes through the Persian 
courier, who, starting from Teheran, is allowed to pass the 
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Knssinn lint's nmnnil I'iritt'r'niin. 'I'liis privilt’p'd Ix'ini^ is 
’nnf. \mfnvt?umt'.‘h\ :is intvlliirnnt us lu' is f<U'Utuut<* ; uutl (lu* 
nows tn In' trlrnn'nl fn'in his Asiullc muh'rstumiint^ is not of 
<Ih' tnns! hioiil nutnro. is llu' Inst hnScli t)f inicllit^oncT 

from this sntiri''’. 1 toh'unijdu'il it hviolly hcfuro. iMohonu't 
Pai'.hu, thr “ t'lvihtnn Pni'hn." us they culiml hijn. tho hnivost 
insm ni: ihis sidp nf tho Hosphnnis. is (h-.'ul *;"(U:i(l of typhus 
h'Vt'r. llu* ]'ri‘V.'!iHuq fpi<h.'mii’ in lOr/i’roimu 
As it is not likoly that unnthi*v rlironii’lcr of his hriof lifu may 
1'!.' found, 1 will say a few words uhont him. ] first knew 
him us u indouel of ti lint* re<riment — its numhev 1 don’t nv 
momher. lie was uyed uhout thirty-two years, nnd was horn 
«>f either lluuearian or Polish paiirnts. He had :ilway.s been 
.selected In* Mulchtar Paehu for anv dei'd of dariii'.^ which the 
exitrencies of tin* ('ainpaiirn called hn*. sind always came, out 
of the trial with the most hrilliant credit. Ife was a mtin 
who .shone anuun^ his hn.-thren in the war in A.sia. J met 
him lir.st in the tent *)f the chief of the stafl', Ife had jnst 
boon named to conduct the dinicnil nnd fianircron.s empri.su 
of .stirprisinir the Kussian jjo.sition on the hill of Ki/.ihojic, 
the advanced point which they held nearest onr linos on the 
Altidja Diiirh of fatofnl memory. Ho condneted his mission 
in a manner whiclt woll sustained Iii.s ])ast rcjtul.'iHon. He 
placed tin* final .stone of the edifice of Ids snceesses which 
won for his chief the title of Gha*/,i (victorious), nnd came 
hack with only a .sliglit flesh wound over his lieart, where, 
thank.s to Id.s thick ovcrcoiU, the bullet had not gone deejter. 
And said he that, eventful evening, “ 'J.’ho commander-in-chief 
didn’teven say .so much as ‘ thank you ’ to me." He didn’t know* 
that !Mukhtar Pacha had telcgi'a])hed to Const riutinoplc, ask- 
ing tlie grade of hrigadior-gcneral for liis gallant subordinate. 
As general of hrigjide he conducted the defence of the lesser 
Yagni hill (Yagiai Coutchnk), which foiled the tremendous 
Russian attack of the 2nd, 3i*d, and 4th October. Ho was 
eight times assailed w'ith the obstinate courage of Russian 
soldiers, and iu vain. Once more in the same position on 
the memorable day of the loth of October, Avhich saw the 
Turkish army flying routed to KaT‘.s, the “ Capitan Pacha ’’ 
alone held his ground on the left flank, and only retreated 
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on Kars tlie morning after the two days’ fighting had .been 
won by the Russians. He commanded our rear guard 
when we fled with a straggling remnant of the array of 
Armenia from Kars, and all through justified his reputation. 
When the Russians, after their overwhelming victory of the 
pass of Deve-Boyun, tried to storm Erzeroum on .the evening 
of the 9th of November, and captured one of the principal 
forts commanding the town, the Azizic, it was Mehemet 
Pacha who, leading the forlorn hope, stormed the tremendous 
heights, and retook the fortress — saving the town. Had the 
Azizie remained in the enemy’s hands Erzeroum was irre- 
trievably lost. After this he played an important part in the 
defence on the second attempt to storm the town three days 
later at eight in the evening ; and I recollect well, when the 
raindrops of the heavy storm-showcr were flashing like gold 
in the unintermitting blaze of tbo heavy guns and the long 
musketry fire lines, the voice of Mehemet Pacha was to be 
hoard cheering the men on the eastern ramparts. Ho was 
the life and soul of the defence of Erzeroum. He caught 
the fatal epidemic raging there, and expired a week after I 
left the place. So much in niemoriam, of the bravest soldier 
of the army of Armenia. 

The Persian courier further stated that ho believed the Russians 
had occupied Erzeroum in pursuance of tho 'terms of the 
armistice, and that the French consul had been allowed to 
send his olfleial despatches unopened across the investing 
lines some time previously. The snow was deep, all but 
impassable, when ho came over tho Kop and Zigana Daghs. 
This was hardly nows ; tho same state of affairs prevailed 
when I came over tho same road. Other news from tho 
interior there is none, save that the road to Trebizond 
still continues in the same undefended state as before. Not 
a man, not a gun, not a breastwork, to impede a Russian 
advance to tho coast when spring suns shall have lessened 
the snow drifts on tho mountains. 

I unconsciously enter on this theme of defence, inspired by tho 
opinions expressed freely around me, to tho effect that the 
armistice 1ms only been signed for tho purpose of getting 
over a weather crisis, and that tho combat is to bc"iu — 



CHABiCTEU OF THE ARMENIANS. 


4/7 


■perhaps Trith a M-ider scope — in the coming spring. Snch, 
at least, is the local helief, possibly inspired by the ndsh. In 
fact, most in'obably. I am hardly surprised that such ideas 
have taken hold of men’s minds in Armenia. Few though 
may be the serious thinkers in it, they have instinctively 
learned to bo antipathetic to a policy which has wrought 
nought but a long-live.d sufferance, coupled with periodic 
disasters, for a country whose climate, products, and in- 
habitants fit it for a better fate. There are traditions of a 
better time, before the Osmanli descended from the wilds ; 
and there are remnants of a past civilization which the race 
dominant to-day has never been able to reconstruct or 
replace. 

Taken individually, I do not esteem Armenians ; and I speak 
from a long and painful intei’conrse with them. Whether 
. this unlovable character be the result induced by long 
subordination to ruthless masters or not, I can hardly say. 
A dominant race has generally all the admired virtues, the 
subjected one the reverse. I only know that from the point 
of view of modern civilization, the Armenian seems to me 
infinitely more adapted to modem progress than the race 
■ which to-day controls his destiny. The faults of a dominant 
race are generally overlooked or palliated ; but the moment 
force begins to fail, the moment Prince Bismarck’s policy of 
“blood- and iron” can no longer be carried into effect, a 
microscoj)e-like observation is brought to bear on its defaults. 
Whatever may have been the merits of Osmanli militarism 
in the pas-b — and no doubt in this respect the Turks were as 
admirable as their synchronous rivals, I don’t suppose their 
warmest admirers can say that they contributed one atom to 
the immense scientific, if not social, progress of the past fifty 
years. Towards the “ wmman’s suffrage ” they certainly did 
not contribute much. “ An incarnation of military force ” 
the Ottomans once were, unmistakably, up to the day when 
John Sobieski overthrew them under the walls of Vienna_, 
and for many a long day after ; an incarnation of what we 
call progress they certainly never were — possibly never 
will be. 
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0 'Village of Hamsi 'Keri (Slopes of Zigaxa ^Ioitntaixs), 
January 25th . — Even after the commencement of the evil 
tnm things took here for the Turkish army after the fatal 
retreat of the 8th. October, I could scarcely have believed 
matters would arrive at their present pitch. Armenia is 
virtually, if not absolutely, in Russian hands. The last 
army which held the province in the name of the Sultan 
is reduced to the condition of a besieged garrison, without 
even a hope of succour. Pestilence and fever are rife in 
Erzeroum, and the little fanaticism that sustained the soldiery 
has long since given place to that hopeless despair, the natural 
reaction of a forced enthusiasm. 

1 had always believed that Mohammedan feeling was a much 
deeper one than circumstances have shown it to be. Intense 
it is at moments, but, like most similar feelings, very apt to 
hum itself out. I should scarce have had the courage to say so 
much on such a question did not the circumstances compel me 
to see the situation more vividly than falls to the lot of most 
people I uTite these reflections in a wretched village on the 
northern slopes of the Zigana Mountains. They are inspired 
by what is daily, hourly, passing before me. 

At Baiburt, the last place of any importance which remained 
to the Turks on the Trebizond road, was a largo dop6t of 
convalescent soldiers. They had already passed the ordeal 
of the passage of the Kop Dagh, and the “ natural selection ’’ 
which took place was appalling to witness. The village whence 
I date my letter was once among the most flourishing in 
Armenia. Kino months ago, when I passed through it on 
my way to Ahmed ^lukhtar Pacha’s head-quarters, it was 
replete with activity and life. Now one sees empty home- 
steads. The doors bang to and fro with each passing snow- 
gust, and the magpie and scald-crow are the usual occupants. 
The inhabitants have fl«l, not, before the Russians, but before 
the Turks. And yet they nro Turks themselves. But oven 
itolinmmcdan fanaticism and resignation have their limits. 
The first Turkish battalions which marched along that fatal 
road were received with ft boundless enthusiasm. Turks 
through love, Armenians through fear, gave them welcome, 
and food and shelter were at the disposition of them all. 
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Bui- when, dnvintr lonc^ uumilis, llicro -was n (laily pnsKn^o oE 
rogimonis and carriers, ilicinhaluinni.scouldno longer .sustain 
the harden. Ji- Avns nadl to wtdeonio a fen' ilionsnnd men 
during .seme n'oeks; hui wln.-n ihe .^inme’ thing ^Yenl, on for 
months, there came n moment, tvhen even Jlohnmmodan 
patience gave way. Now the he.st hou.ses arc descried. 

Tlte peirified eiiy of Kaslern .siory is no h.nd cndiodimoni; of 
what e.xisis liere. jlcn* and there a few melnnclioly inliahi- 
iants remain, too poor to ily. ] liave found a lodging whore 
a kind of thick (piilt serves as a mattress. It is laid on a 
door of rongh-heaten earth. The winter leaden light eomes 
in ilirongh the jwtehed jiymmidnl roof of wooden “.shingle.” 
The severity of the weather forbids oitoning of door or win- 
dow, .and glass or even paper .are unknown luxuries ; and we 
live in a gloom as black as ihe political silnatinji. Jt is the 
house of a small shopkeeper, who ekes ont a misorahlc living 
by selling cigarette pa]>erand thick .sonrmilk to theforinnato 
Imvellor.-? who have a conple of ponce to expend. 

It is but. ten minutes ngo that a poor soldier, and invalid, one 
of the wretched hand .sent off from the Bnibnrfc dojtdt, has 
been at the door. He begged in tlic name of Allah to be let 
in out of the Avithcring .storm outside. He vowed that he 
Iiacl not a farthing, and that he was dying. He had been 
wounded at the disastrou.s combat of the Ahtdja Dagh. In 
the hospital he had caught the t.j'jdius epidemic. He aa-us 
a Innnan ruin. Turkish pca.sants arc proA'crbially kindly and 
charitable ; and yet, do.sjAite the tears that ran doAA'n the 
furroAved war-worn cheek.s of the tottering soldier, ho AA'as 
turaed aAvay from the door, aAA'ay into the AA'ithcrijig storm. 
This will ghm an idea of the state of atfairs in jkrmenia, 
AA'hen the compatriot and co-rcligionist cannot possibly meet 
Avith a more cordial reception. Despair is in eA’^ery heart ; 
and when I try to console the people I meet by telling them 
of the “ fortune of Avar,” and so forth, the}' shake their heads 
sadly, and tell me they IcnoAv that all is lost. 

I haAm already written about the horrible system of sending off 
sick men, tottering on their feet, across the snoAvy Avastes of 
the Kop Dagh. I thought that Avas the extreme of their 
trials. I have since rode AAdth diiEculty over the Yavonk 
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moTintainp, ani over the peaks of the Zigana, more than 
13,000 feet high. In a climate like this — a Siberian one in 
Tvinter, a bnming desert in snmmer, the snow lies from six 
to ten feet high. I have found myself on the edge of a 
precipice where the rock went down sheer 1,000 feet. Myself 
and horse were literally buried in the snow-drift. The 
animal’s head was just above the snow, and I on his back ' 
buried to the waist. The horse snorted wildly at the sitna- 
tion, and more wildly still when a couple of unfortunate 
carriers straggled past, dragging after them the bleeding 
skins of their beasts, fallen dead of fatigue in these dreadful 
mountains. 

Every one is so poor that, even when a wretched mule falls 
exhausted under the unconscionable load of petroleum barrels 
and alcoholic solution of mastic, which seems to constitute 
the main cargo of these mountain caravans, before the animal 
has yet ceased to breathe, his hide is tom roughly off, and the 
poor muleteers wade for weary miles, dragging after them the 
bloody load to sell it for sixpence at the next khan. I ha d 
seen the red traces in the snow previously; and I had been 
at a loss to explain them. It was only when I saw the sad 
reality that I conld possibly imagine it. I counted over 100 raw 
carcases of horses and mules during a day’s struggle through 
blinding sleet, and along cliffs were the blood turned cold to 
look below. 

I enter into these details by way of expressing strongly tbo 
nature of the road over which a Russian army must pass to 
come to Trebizond. The road is the same up to the end of 
April. Military men hero consider that anything like a 
direct march on Trebizond is out of the question The 
authorities believe tbnt the foirward Russian movement will 
be made by way of Ersingan, the great centre of Armenian 
agricultural prosperity. Thence, attacking column*!, bavin" 
reposed after the pass.agc of the difficult part of the country 
beyond, can march to this toavn, where there is not a vestige 
of fortification, ■ahero there are no troops, and where the 
Rusrians would bo received with open arms. It is an Ar- 
menian toam, and I luivo more than once given my opinion 
that the “Irmeni” population only wait the advent of the 
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Czar’s legions to Avelcome tliem. ■ Tliis is an opinion in wliicli 
I think Ahmed Mnkhtar Pacha will agree ^rth me. At 
least, he told me so more than once. 

□ Tbebizond, January 27iJi . — I have got here. I am thankful 
for small mercies ; not that this is a small one — to come over 
•the mountains, w^here one’s horse wades in shifting snowdi-ift. 
I am more than ever confirmed in my belief that the base of 
operations for the spring campaign will be principally at 
Ersingan. As I came through Baiburt, hundreds of boxes 
of old muzzleloading rifles, Enfield and Mini^ w^ere being 
sent off on camels to arm the ^jopulation, and prevent the 
Cossack flying columns from ranging with impunity far 
and wide. For the moment there will be nothing. Erze- 
roum will fall. It is only a matter of time. I leave for 
Batoum on the first occasion to see an old acquaintance 
there, Dervisch Pacha, with whom I made the Albanian 
campaign. I retuim immediately, and start for the new base 
at Ersingan ; meantime, I can only add that, notwithstanding 
the arrival of a celebrated Mussulman saint at the same 
place, and the concentration of all available Bashi-Bazouks 
there, the situation is, to my mind, a lost one. 

□ Teebizoui), February 2nd . — Upon reaching this town after 
my fatiguing and really dangerous journey over the mountains 
intervening between this and Erzeroum, I finally fixed upon 
either Batoum or Ersingan as the proper scene of action. 
'The road to Ersingan is as long and trying as that to 
Erzeroum, and besides, continued rumours of immediate 
peace negotiations and suspension of arms decided me to 
forego for the moment visiting the spot which local ti’adition 
declares to have been the site of the Garden of Eden. I 
finally decided on going to Batoum. The great question 
became how to get there. The population and authorities 
of Trebizond seemed absolutely ignorant of how matters 
were progi’essing with Dervisch Pacba’s command, but ail 
seemed to agree that the Russians already occupied the road 
Avhich, running along the shore, connects this town with my 
intended destination. Besides, I was too well acquainted 
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■vrith the acti^aty of tho Geoi^an and Circassian irregular 
Iiorsemen in the Russian service to trust myself on a two 
days’ journey over a deserted road, admitted to ho abandoned 
by the Turkish troops. < 

I waited in vain for a war ship or transport steamer. For 
seven days there has been no such means of transmit either 
way; and I was beginning to despair when our excellent 
Consul here, Hr. Billiotti, this evening held out hopes of 
Government vessels starting to-morrow. Should any ^ such 
good fortune await me, I will start at once for the border 
town, which has been much neglected by correspondents, 
owing to their necessary absence at more important scenes 
of action. The telegraph to Batoum still exists, or is sup- 
posed to exist, as the telegraph people accept despatches for 
that place ; but as far as 1 am able to judge, this existence 
is only as regards high officials, as no answers ever come to 
private messages. 

It was only through the European newspapers that wo learned 
about the torpedo fight in the bay ; and now, though tho 
news of heavy fighting around Batoum has leaked out, it is 
impossible to learn definitely how the thing ended. One 
thing is sure, the Russians, strongly reinforced, attacked 
the town on the southern side on the 30th of January, and 
were repulsed, the Turks say, with heai'y loss. In official 
quarters rumour says that tho fighting was still going 
on yesterday evening; and the absence of news, in view' of 
tbo existence of the telegraph, would seem to imply that tho 
Osmanlis had not had the best of it. 

It seems strango tbat such fighting should bo in progress so 
many days after tho signature of tho armistice, w'hich the 
last copy of tho Levant Herald received hero says took place 
on the 2Gth ultimo. Still, a similar instance came under ray 
notice in Herzegovina, whore Mukhtar Pacha informed me 
ho was officially unaware of the armistice toivards tho end 
of 187C, long after the Montenegrins were informed of it, 
and only learned it definitely through a message from the 
enemy. I recollect ho attributed tho dol.ay to Dorvisch 
Pacha, then commanding in Albania, and wlio now dirccls 
the defence of Batoum. It may ho tliat this last-named 
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oflicer Iras Im'cu infonni'd on llio suliji^cl of {ho annis(ico, 
and the Hussinns as \voli. 'Phiav arc soino \nioharital)lo 
]'oo)do hero who liinl that tho otii'tny actod advisedly, and 
with a view of talcing tin* frarrisotv hy surprise, and getting 
into their possessinji one more material guarantee for terri» 
iorial eoneession. 

It seems that the telograjdue connminieations with hhirope are 
interrupted, at. least direet, ones. When I learned the nows 
of the ll.’itonm lighting 1 sent a desjeiteh to Iht; telegraph 
hurcan. aeeomjianied by the nsnal sum of money. It was 
returned to me with the sMemoui ihni in.sto.ad of one* franc 
]HT wtu'd, two franc.s should ho paid, as eommttniciafions 
beyond Const ant infijdo were at an end. On further applica- 
tion I learned that eoinmnnieations direet. with Pera existed, 
and that rn? Syria and Pgypt I might send messages direet, 
their rapidity of tninsmi.ssion not being guaranteed, Tliis 
extra route aceotintod for the doubled tarilT. I cannot make 
out at what place tlic wires are cut ; hut ])robably ilic intor- 
r\iption has somcthii\g to do with the Russian advance or 
other inilitaiy operations. 

Several large cannon, forwarded from Constantinople at the 
commencement of the war, and which have ever since been 
lying on the wharf here, ai*e now being retnrncd to the place 
Avlienee they came. 'J'hcA' were originally destined for tho 
ramparts of Erzeronm ; but owing to tho maladministration 
of the ordnance department, Avhich forwarded Avith them 
gun-carriages adapted for ])ieces of a dilTcrcnt calibre and 
construction, they could not be made use of. In case of a 
bombai’dmcnt of Erzeronm, this glaring piece of mismanage- 
ment may seriously affect the issue of the operations ; and 
it is probably only one specimen of many such that have 
noYCT come to light. 

At the commencement of the campaign, ISIukbtar Pacha, fore- 
seeing a prolongation of the campaign into the Avinter, taking 
time by the forelock, commenced ordering sheepskin great- 
coats for Ms troops. 

“ There is no use,” he said, “ trusting to departments at home 
to have the necessary garments proAdded in time. I haAm 
accordingly given the necessary orders to many different 

I r 2 


484 


WAR CORIffiSPOKDEXCE. 


private establisliraents ; and to eacU I have given an order for 
the entire amount I require. In this way I hope to have a 
chance of getting something like what is necessary in due 
time. 

And yet the poor marshal was disappointed. Out of all his 
orders he got a few hundred coats ; and it was in the depth 
of winter, when freezing to death and frostbite became 
alarmingly frequent, that the skin coats were being roughly 
manufactured on a scale entirely inadequate to the necessi- 
ties of the moment. Between negligent w’ar departments in 
Constantinople and nnconfiding contractors elsewhere, who, 
sceptical as to the reception of their money, declined the 
advantageous contracts offered them, the Ottoman army in 
the provinces has suffered much. 

As I telegraphed yesterday, a messenger from Erzeroum has 
arrived here, having obtoincd permission to cross the invest- 
ing lines, bearing consular despatches. Ho brings word that 
oven in the plains close the town the snow is so deep ns 
to render travelling over them all hut impossible. Tho cold 
is intense, and houses are being demolished on a largo scale 
to procure firing for the garrison and population. Provisions 
of every kind are enormously dear, aud, notwithstanding the 
cold, the typhus epidemic is still raging. At one of tho Zaptieh 
(gendarme) g^ard houses on the Zigana mountain, six of its 
occupants were frozen to death. "WTien I had passed near 
the same place on my way here two men lay dead on the 
snow, and some others, overcome by the somnolence produced 
by excessive cold, were Iwing homo off hy their companions. 
The messenger also brings tidings that the Russians have 
confined themselves to blockading Erzoroum, having attempted 
neither homhardraent nor a-csault since tho investment was 
completed. Keither has any further advance taken place in 
tho Bailmrt or Ersingan direction In fact tho Siberian 
severity of the ivcatlicr seems to liavc completely paralyzed 
all active operations. Were it not for tho terrible winter 
climate Armenia would long since have been overrun, and 
even this town would ho in Russian liands. To me it scorns 
inexplicable why a town of tho importance of Trobizond 
has, up to this moment, been left in sucli a defenceless condi- 
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tion, botli on tlie sea and land sides. There is a tumble- 
down mediceval castle, and a scarcely more efficient sea 
hattery. Anything like the defences of Erzeroum and Kars 
does not exist, and the garrison consists of a few hundred 
artillerymen. Ships of w’^ar or g-unboats there are none to 
guard the harbour. A couple of mortar-boats could at any 
moment run in and inflict tremendous damage on the, town 
before a cruiser could arrive. I am only surprised that up to 
the present nothing of the kind has been attemj)ted, espe- 
cially as it seems that the torpedo boats of the enemy have 
been distinguishing themselves at Batoum., 

As regards the population, it would be hard to imagine any- 
thing more politically languid than the spirits of the majority. 
Armenians and Greeks predominate. They are solely com- 
mercial ; and, apart from their ti’aditional dislike to the Otto- 
mans, their trading instincts w^ould make them welcome any 
one whose administrations would stimulate trade and promote 
enterprise. But both these races, here at least, have a violent 
dislike to warlike proceedings ; and I doubt whether on one 
side or the other, for the existing Government, or even for 
their own interests, they could be got to bear arms. In the 
interior I found much more of a decided party spirit than 
here. The comparative proximity of Trebizond to Europe, 
the continued influx of strangers, and the influence of trade, 
have combined to produce a cosmopolitan indifference to 
nationality which would render it a most desirable acquisi- 
tion for “ those about to annex.” The Russian peace 
terms, as published here, create no feeling of animosity or 
disgust.' 

“ Do what you please,” say the people, “but we beg you to let 
us attend to our business.” 

As I have already vT’itten in a previous letter, the feeling of 
depression among the Mussulman population of the province 
is extreme. They have taken it into their heads that they 
are thoroughly beaten, and -with characteristic fatalism are 
prepared for any changes which may ensue. Of course I 
speak of the masses, not of the official set, vffio, as in every 
country in the world, cling to the last to the fortunes of the 
central administration. Eor my own part, I can scarce 
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"believe in peace, nnless all the Ensian demands "be freely 
granted, and that they ■will he I doubt. Eussia has already 
too sure a hold on Armenia, and is too near the consumma. 
tion of its conquest, to lightly relax her grasp. An armis- 
tice, -with interchange of courtesies between the belligerent 
troops, ■u’ill make the long "winter months pass much more 
agreeably for both parties. The Power which may have 
troops at its disposal can march them tranquilly to the front, 
and then the spring campaign can he opened, to the satisfac- 
tion, it is to he hoped, of all parties. 

The foregoing brings to a close the series of letters descrip- 
tive of the campaign in Asia. From this point the question of 
the destiny of Armenia is transferred from the hands of the 
mditary commanders to those of the diplomatists What 
arrangements were finally arrived at between Eussian and 
Turkish plenipotentiaries with regard to territory in Asia, may 
be seen by reference to Article XIX. of the Treaty of San 
Stefano. 
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ra. — rr'anliiif; tlip lVa>'p CaniHtir.n*. — Ohlvn.' for Co.''.';at!on of 

“Til’- — l>i>l al'-> on Mn; ' ai'n“i a< I5cnir,7:ir. — At .Mi)];litar 

I’aclin’K ilra'lijuatti'r-'. — ATan<l<inin-til of flio TiirKtHli Liiu'o of Peffiicc. — 
Itajiiil .Marvli. — Hifliciiltic.'' in rarrviiif; out (lie Tcnns of (lie 
Atniii lii'!'.— Fervi-r riicliaV- I’oliey. — Pinal Jivaciintion of tho XciUnii Terri- 


tory, — Tie' P.riiiU of !J War. — Tlie Pitrli'.li Pled. — Ailrinnoiile. — llclp- 

Iceijn,"' of llie ro]iiilation. — Pinrit of UripanOaei; anil Veiiilt'ltn. — Details of 
tlio P.vneiiation of the City, — I’artirnlnni of the Negotiations, — Life in 
Ailrirmojile. — Halits nml IVeling^ of the Kn'--iai) Solilicm. — Ill-treatment of 
Pingiiih Putgeens hy Oajitain l>a^!lno^T^ky. — fnvt slipalinn ordcretl hy the 
Grand Duke. — The Portiiicationr. of Adri.anojilo. — AfTaira in Constantinople. — 
Telegraphic Coininnnieatinn with Piirnpc intcrrii))ted. — No Now.h from 
Ihiroiie,— Ku,'-.-i,anH at Ilodorlo. — Action of Greece, — Attitndo of Austria. — 
Ofiicc of Gnind Vizier .aholi'hed. — Aclinut Vevyk Paclia ajijiointcd First 
Alcmhcr. — .Alatinitig Nuinlicr of Armed Irregular Troops in tho City. — Street 
Scenes, — The St.amlxuileo and the Old-fn.shioncd Turk. — Mr. I'.ilgnavo’s 
Theory, — The Gipsy IJlcmcnt. — Tiie llefii.gocs. — Open R.alo of Plunder. — Tho 
Ala^racrcs at Viza and in its Neighbourhood, — Terrible Details. — Entry of 
(ho I’ritish Fleet into the Stnits and Jteturn to Hc.sika Day. — Knssian 
Generals in Constantinople. — ^Turkish Ill-feeling towards England. — Further 
Scenes in the City, — Englishmen rohl>ed hy Poniaks. — The Tcrtn.s of the 
Treaty. — Tlio Indomuily, — Dismissal of the Cbninbor of Deputies. — The 
Grcek.^. — Their Claims to Consideration. — Airairs at Gallipoli. — The Defences 
of the Isthmus. — I’aith of tiicTurksin Eritish Intervention. — Zabet Pacha. — 
Tlte Russiaus atRodoslo. — Dearness of Provisions. — Di.strihution of Dread. — 
Suirender of Hustchuk to General Todlebcn. — Condition of tho Town. — 
Departure of Gcuend Todlebcn for Russia. 


Since the fall of Plevna the necessity, nndei- xvhich the 
Turkish, Government lahoured, of making peace had become to 
dispassionate observers of the sitnation more and more evident. 
The rapid and triumphant advance of General Gourko, the suc- 
cessful passage of the Trajan and Shipka Passes- by tho Russian 
forces, and tke defeat and capture of great part of Suleiman 
Pacha’s army at length convinced tho most fanatical among 
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is great dread of a Riissian. advance. Turks are receiving 
protection from. Europeans. I have known cases "where the 
former have asked that they shpuld be protected not only 
from the Russians, but the Circassians and other rabble now 
crowding the streets, mosques, and other buildings. It is an 
enormous relief to all that Constantinople is not to bo 
besieged, the fear of internal troubles greatly exceeding that 
of the Russians 

Baker Pacha arrived from Gallipoli on "Wednesday quite well. 
After leaving a division of Suleiman’s remnant of an army 
near Dedogach, he placed troops in position at Gallipoli. 
Slehemet Ali has been appointed Commandant at Constan- 
tinople It is belioved that he will make attempts to disarm 
the Circassians, who are still pouring in with plunder from 
Roumelia, creating great alarm. * 

In the Turkish Chamber, the Greek members for Slytelene and 
Smyrna called attention to the massacre of the popnlation 
of a Christian "village near Bourgas, and presented official 
depositions stating the facts. The village was called Statho- 
pulo. During the panic caused by the Circassians and Bashi- 
Bazouks the Governor of Bourgas confided the care of 
Stathopulo to an Albanian detachment of regular troops. 
When the Albanians were thus constituted the guardians of 
the "rillage, they demanded a ransom of two thousand pounds 
from the Greek inhabitants. It being impossible to pay, the 
villagers sent messengers to the Governor of Bourgas. When 
the Albanians heard this they became furious, and began tlie 
attack. Then commenced, says the Hytcleno deputy, sup- 
porting himself by official documents, the suffering, or rather 
the martyrdom, of the unfortunate popnlation. The troops 
pursued the inhabitants with firearms and yataghans, and the 
terrified people took refngo in the church. The Albanians 
besieged the building for three days, during which they 
constantly fired upon the occupants. Only 200 out of 800 
fiucceoded in escaping. The rest were cruelly massacred. 
The women wore dishonoured. Even little girls of ten were 
not spared. The Chamber decided that urgent mcasnrc.s ' 
should he adopted. The information given in Conslantinoplo 
hy the refngco.s from Rodosto and Bourgas has had an 
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excellent effect in l)ringing tlie trntli to liglit respecting tlie 
doings of tlie BasM-Bazonlcs, Albanians, and Circassians. 


It -^v'dl be remembered tbat Mnkbtar Paclia was recalled from 

Armenia shortly before the date of the following letter, in order 

to take the command of the defences of Constantinople: — 

t Kadikoi, Headquarters op Muehtar Pacha, Febncary 7th . — I 
arrived here last night with Connt Keller, General Skobeleff’s 
chief of staff, who came in wdth a flag of truce to arrange 
the lines of demarcation and the neutral ground between the 
two armies during the armistice. General Skobeleff’s head- 
quarters will be at Tchataldja until the signature of peace. 
His cavalry arrived there yesterday, and he himself will 
arrive there to-day with the head of his infantiy colamn. 
General Gourko’s advance guard will arrive in Silivri to- 
day, on the coast of the Sea of Marmora, and he himself is 
at Rodosto now. It is probable his headquarters will be at 
Silivri, and that the Grand Duke’s headquarters will be at 
Rodosto. 

There has been some difficulty in getting the Turks to evacuate 
the ground stipulated in the Protocol, and although it was 
agreed that they should evacuate all their positions by 
Pebruary 6th, they have not done so yet. It was to see if 
they meant to do so or not, as well as to aiTange the lines of 
demarcation, that Count Keller came here — in fact, Mukhtar 
Pacha had not until a late hour last night received any in- 
formation about the terms of the armistice from Constan- 
tinople, and thought the two armies were simply to remain 
where they were at the moment the armistice was signed, and 
he was surprised to find the Russian troops continually 
advancing. 

When General Strukoff, of Skobeleff’s cavalry, arrived the day 
before yesterday at Silivri, he found the Turks still there, 
and they at first refused to leave the place, as they had no 
orders to that effect. It was not till he brought up a battery 
and threatened to fire on them that they finally consented to 
leave. It was stipulated in the Protocol that the Russian 
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lines shoTild be from Bajuk Tclieknejeb, on the Sea of 
Harmora, along tbe right bank of the Kara Su River to the 
Lake of Derkos, on the Black Sea ; and the Turkish line 
from Kujuk Tcheknejeh, on the Sea of Marmora, to the 
village of Ak Bunar, on the Black Sea, leaving a space of 
about seven miles between the lines as neutral ground. 
The village of Derkos is on neutral ground, as is the whole 
Turkish line of defence, and the fortifications of Bujuk 
Tcheknejeh. The Turks really abandon their last line of 
defence, and leave Constantinople at the mercy of the Russian 
line of Kujuk Tcheknejeh, not fortified, and they are not 
allowed to work on them by the terms of the armistice. 

In consenting to this arrangement Server and Namyk Pachas 
must either have been completely panic-stricken, thinking 
that the only way to keep the Russians from Constantinople 
was as thus to throw themselves on the generosity of the 
Grand Duke, or else, having abandoned all hope, they wished 
to give the Russians a proof of their sincerity in thus need- 
lessly abandoning their last line of defence. The fact is, the 
Russians could not have attacked these lines for two weeks 
yet, as they would not have had np enough infantry to do so, 
and the positions are the most formidable I have ever seen. 

The valley of Kara Su, far above Tcbataldja, is nothing but a 
marsh, crossed by one or two causeways, over •which no troops 
can pass for two months yet, and it is further shortened by 
the Lake of Derkos. The possible line of attack cannot now 
be over seven or eight miles long, not more than a third of 
the length of Osman’s lines at Plevna, and Mnkhtar must 
have thirty or forty thousand men, good, bad, and indifferent. 
It seems to mo the Turks might have held this lino at any 
hazard, and the Russians could not have insisted on its 
evacuation for the reason tlmt they could not bo ready to 
attack for two weeks. In their possession this lino would 
have put the Turks on a much better footing for tho peace 
negotiations. However, they have abandoned all idea of 
holding it, and Jlnkhtar received last night orders to abandon 
it. Ho has only asked for a delay of three days to remove 
liis heavy artillery and stores, •which, over tho roads as they 
now are, is almost impossible. 
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t nrAPtirAmr.ns or Orxr.nAi, SKonr.iA'.i r. Tohatalwa, Frlrvanj 
0?/i. — Wo have at last, como to a halt lievo, after a mavcli tliat. 
for rajndity and darincr lias rjirolv been equalled. General 
.Sk(dn'lelT, after the tiirht. of Shenova, near Shijdca, Avhero he 
eoiniHdled Wessol Paeha t«) surrender his whole army, left, 
Kezanlik on danuary loth, and his advaneed ^uard reached 
hero on I'h'hnmry rdh, hnvin'jr made the distance, '275 milc.s, 
in twenty ilays. hie jan-formed the distance from Kc/amlik 
to Gemenli Jnnetinn. <ui the Phili]q)ojK)lis and Yamboli Kail- 
ways. tifty-tiYc miles, in forty hours, and from Ke/andik to 
Adriano])h\ pit) miles, in four days. When we eom])arc the 
r.apid marchintr of Skobelelf and Gourko duriTicr this ]ioriod 
of the eampaiirn, llirhting through their enemy’s country, half 
devastated by dying Turks, with the slow, heavy movemcnt.s 
of the army acrciss Koumania, a friendlj' country, in the 
berrinning of the war. one can hardlv believe it is the same 
army. 

SkobclciT’s march from Adrianople here has been almost as 
(juick as from Kc/.anlik. The troops marched along the lino 
of railway without hiaggagc and artillery, which are coming 
on by rail. They lived partly on the supplies found in the 
country, and prepared hy Sinikoff, and ])art:ly on provisions 
brought from Adrianople by rail. At Lule Burgas Skobclcff , 
set all the hakorios going, and found they could produce 
12,000 loave.s per day, .so that he was enabled to furnish his 
troop.s with frc.sli bread every other day. No fighting 
occurred except a smart cavalry skirmish at the station of 
Teborlou, Avhcrc the Russian advance overtook the Turkish 
rear guard. 

The rapidity of movement was not in the least relaxed, even 
after tbe signature of tlie armistice. Althougli the Tui’kish 
general bad received no orders from Constantinople, and 
bad therefore transmitted no orders to his troops to evac- 
nate tbe tei’ritory, as agreed upon in tbe aimistice, tbe 
Russians pushed forward and drove tbe Turks out by threats 
and force everywhere up to tbe line of demarcation. At 
Silivri, Strukoff bad, as I infonned you, to bring up a 
battery and to threaten to fire before tbe Tm-kisb commander 
would consent to move, and then be did so only after putting 
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in a protest against wliat lie called a violation of the 
armistice 

The fact is, the Tnrlcs liad already violated the armistice in 
not fulfilling the conditions agreed upon. The neutral ground 
is not yet evacuated 1^ them, although Mukhtar Pacha has 
promised that it shall be by the 10th ; Skoheleff having in- 
formally granted that delay, while reserving to himself the 
right to watch the proceedings step by step, and see that they 
are really carried out. He has informed Slukhtar that unless 
he sees that the evacuation is taking place, he will consider 
himself authorized by this continued violation of the armis- 
tice to occupy the ncntral ground, and seize whatever war 
material, cannon, &q , he may find there. As Skoheleff has 
not yet enough troops up to attack these formidable positions, 
this threat is what the Americans call a game of bluff. Tho 
Grand Duke considers it of the greatest importance to have 
these positions evacuated at once, for reasons which I will 
explain, and SkobeleS is trying to get it don© by means of 
threats and bluster in lieu of foree, which he has not yet got 
at his disposal. 

It is a somewhat amusing and exciting game, and we aro look- 
ing fo^^vard to the result with anxiety. The Turks assure 
the Eussians they have 85,000 men behind these linos. The 
Kussians assure the Turks that they have 100,000 ready to 
attack upon a moment's notice, and aro only restrained from 
doing so by consideration for them. As by the time this is 
publislied tho matter will bo decided one way or other, this 
account of the situation here can do no harm. From what I 
fcuw of Stukhtar Paeba, however, 1 believe he was acting in 
good faith, and that be actually gave orders for the evacuation 
tho night wo were at Kadikoi, where ho says for tho first timo 
he received notice from his Government. IVhy ho did not 
receive onlcrs sooner I am unable to say, unless it bo on tbo 
ground that this is the usual manner of proceeding with tho 
Turks, or else that there wus hesitation in Constantinople in 
accepting tho tcmis agreed upon, by Server Pacha. 

If it bo asked n hy the Russians nro so anxious to bavo these 
lines evacuated now that peace is imminent, the answer is 
bimple. I’eacc is not certain until it is signed. In tho mean- 
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time tliey liave tlie possibility of English interference con- 
tinnally before tbeir eyes, an event wMcb a discussion of the 
conditions of peace might still bring about. Eow with the 
lines of Bujuk Tcbeknejeb in tbeir possession, as they vir- 
tually vdll be if the Turks evacuate them, Constantinople 
is ju'actically as muck in tbeir bands as if there wei’e sentinels 
at the doors of St. Sofia. 

The railway signal posts mark seventy kilometres from Stamboul. 
The distance by road is fifty-five, as the railway is very 
crooked. In case of a declaration of war by England, Skobe- 
leff, who has now four dhdsions, can throw the whole force on 
to the heights behind Constantinople in forty-eight hours ; for 
it might be safely said that the Turks, having given such a 
proof of their desire for peace as the abandonment of this 
line of defence, may be counted upon to offer no further 
resistance to the Russians, even should England declare war in 
their favour. I believe Server Pacha was really in earnest when 
he said the other day that in future Turkey would be the ally 
of Russia. His reasoning is simple and logical. Even though 
Lord Beaconsfield meant to inteiffere on behalf of Turkey, as 
undoubtedly Server believed, it is now too late to save Turkey 
by that means. Whatever the result of that interference, 
whether favourable or unfavourable to the Russian ai'ms, the 
Ottoman Empire would perish in the struggle, whereas, by 
making peace with Russia now, something can be saved from 
the wreck. Russia is evidently not yet prepared for the 
destruction of the Ottoman Empire, and if the Porte can be 
brought completely under Russian influence, and can be 
turned into a faithful ally, there is no reason why what will 
remain of the Empire after this war should perish at all, 
protected as it will be by Russia. This is Server Pacha’s line 
of reasoning, and it is not without logic. This is why he has 
given such a proof of his sincerity to Russia by giving up 
the last line of defence, thus putting Turkey beyond the 
jjossibility of further resistance, even though England should 
now declare war against Russia. 

Tchataldja is a pretty prosperous little village, with many fine, 
even elegant, houses. It is half Turkish, half Greek, but the 
Turkish population has nearly all fled. Upon the arrival of 
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Count Keller with a flag of trace, the G-reok Bishop called 
npon him, and in presence of two Turkish officers said he 
prayed for the health of the Emperor Alexander, and for the 
officers and soldiers of the army w'ho had come to deliver the 
country from its oppressor. As according to th6 bases of 
peace proposed by Russia this part of the Empire remains to 
Turkey, I fear the poor Bishop will find the country rather 
hot for him after peace is made and the Russians go away. 

There has been snow here for the last three or four nights, but 
it melts during the day. The sun is shining brightly, but the 
roads are in an impassable condition, and they will probably 
remain so for some time. The headquarters of the Grand 
Duke are, it is said, to be removed to Silivri, on the Sea of 
Marmora, instead of Rodosto. Silivri is nearer Constan- 
tinople Count Keller and Thair Bey, accompanied by 
Lieutenant Green, of the American army, started yesterday 
to go round the lines of demarcation on both sides. 

t Tchataldja, Felmary lltk . — The evacuation of the neutral 
territory is completed All Mukhtar’s army has retired 
behind the lines of Bnjuk Tcheknojeh, but the heavy 
artillery still remains in position, and a good deal of var 
material is still on neutral ground, because the Turks cannot 
remove it Skobeleff has, I believe, told Jfukhtar to at least 
remove the guns from their platforms. Constantinople may 
be virtually considered in tho hands of the Russians, ]ust as 
much as if they were already in the place. They have tho 
self-restraint not to enter, that is all. Skoboloff, while going 
over the lines of delimitation the other day, ^Yas near enough 
to SCO the place. He and the whole of his staff, with the 
escort, sat on their horses and gazed on the capital for some 
minutes. There wa.s some disappointment expressed that 
they should not have been allowed to march in, but all are 
in general very glad tlio war is over. 

It vonld seem that we •were on the vcir brink of a second 
war without knowing it. I know ns a fact that before tho 
armistice was signed Russia had decided that the 1'lngli.sh 
fleet coming to the Bosphora.s should bo the si'mal for the 
Rnssain army to march in, and that if any English troojis 
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were found anprlicre in tlio Turkish positions, to attack them. 

' It was further decided to occupy Gallipoli, and every dis- 
position was taken for tliat purpose, !N’ow it turned out that 
the English fleet actually had orders to go to the Bosphorus 
at that very moment. Had the order not boon countermanded 
the result would certainly have been a collision between the 
two forces, and' a war. It was a close shave. 

Skobeleff only received news of the armistice at Tchorlou, from 
which point the Sea of Marmora is visible. Everybody is 
glad that it has ended so ; and now that the first disappoint- 
ment is over, there is no desire expressed to go to Constan- 
tinople at all. As soon as peace is signed Skobelelf marches 
back to Adrianople. 

f Tch.\taldja, Februaiif 12t/t. — ^We have just had another scare- 
Hews was received here that the English fleet was on its way 
to the Bosphorus. Skobeleff instantly informed the head- 
quarters, and had orders for concentrating his troops at a 
point where they could strike at a moment’s notice in case 
orders were received to that effect. The sky was threatening 
for a short time. Then the news came that the Turks had 
refused to let the fleet pass, and that it was waiting orders at 
the mouth of the Dardanelles. This news raised a laugh, but 
the position is still regarded as threatening. Skobeleff’s 
troops will be to-morrow at points that will enable them to 
cross the line and occupy the Turkish positions in the neutral 
ground in two hours. He can put two divisions on the high 
ground just behind Constantinople in thirty-six hours. I 
may remark that a division of the Guai'ds has been given to 
him, and that he has now three divisions and two brigades of 
sharpshooters under his command, really four divisions in all, 
besides artilleiy and cavalry. 

As our news is nearly twenty-four hours old, it is likely the 
order for sending the fleet has once more been countermanded, 
otherwise we should have heard of its aiTival by this time. 
The coming of the fleet to the Bosphorus would probably 
not how be regarded by Russia as a signal for war as it would 
have been before the armistice, but it would be a very serious 
matter, nevertheless. It is too late for the war party now to 
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talk of not telieving tke Emperor's promises regarding Con- 
stantinople, and nrging this as a reason for sending the fleet. 
Russia virtually has Constantinople. 'If the Emperor refuses 
to withdraw his troops when peace is signed, it will he time 
enough to send the fleet and go to war. Now such a step 
would he folly, as it would give Russia a pretext for entering 
Constantinople, and, in that case, the Turks would to all 
present appearances fight, if they fought at all, on the side of 
Russia. The Turks now swear by the Russians. 


In the subjoined letters from the correspondent who accom- 
panied General Gourko’s expedition wo return to Adrian- 
ople ; — 

+ Adrlan'OPLE, February 9th . — Any one who has crossed the 
Channel, and has felt the ngly motion of the steamer long after 
landing, can appreciate the sensations caused by the sudden 
and almost unexpected pause in the turmoil and action of the 
war. The complex machinery of the campaign has come to 
ft standstill, tho noise and tumult have ceased, the life of con- 
tinual excitement, in.security, and restlessness has suddenly 
changed to an emotionless existence. Sure of a roof to 
shelter us, sure of food for oureelvos and horses, no longer 
forced to struggle with cold or wet, free from the majority of 
tho petty cares of campaigning, life has become tamo and 
commonplace. But tho reaction, depressing ns it is, does 
not hold uninterrupted sway, for there are hours when the 
surge and swell of the war come back to one in all their 
actual force and rigour. There are moments when tho dis- 
tant rnrahlc of wheels is as inspiriting ns the roar of cannon ; 
when the hanging of a door or the sound of a hammer is in- 
toxicating like the first irregular rattle of musketry that 
precedes a fight. So, after tho whirl and crash and roar have 
ended, the echoes still linger in tho air, and the pulses quicken 
at the involuntary reminiscences of the exhilaration of tho 
past eight months spent in active warfare. 

I will not say that even the depression of the sudden reaction is 
altogether dLsagrccablc, for it carries with it a corresponding 
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halm, ilm proof iha( <he torrlhlc fnittedy is nf lns(. ended. 
Only llio.^e who, ns sjiroijittn’s, h.svi' .‘^o ideniified ihenisolvcs 
^Yijh the dr.'imn ns to fully aj^preeinto the chnraclcr of ihe 
notion, r.nn now cnnooiv(' the strenpflh of the sens(‘ of ndief 
that jmssesse.s every notor, a.s the curtain falls on tlio last, of 
the terrihle scene.s of (he war. It is not, so much the inci- 
dents of hattle, tin? hard.sliips of the soldior.s in llie cold, or 
the wholesale destruction of projxTiy wliieh have made the 
experieneoof the past month exeeedinjxiy c.xhausting to the 
nervon.s force; hut. it, is rather the extnjinc jnisery anil 
wrctch(?dness of the thon.^-ands of non-comhataTits that, have 
daily met onr eyes since we crossed the Balkans and ap- 
proached Bofia. 

The most, sensitive nature gets hardened to the scenes of a 
hattlo-tu'ld. Though one may at first, rogrei lhai a peasant’s 
house should Imrn, one .soon warms himself at, the fiamc.s, 
withont a thonglit of (ho owner; hut. the Rnfi’ering.s of the 
innocent and helpless ajipcal to human .sym]iathy with a force 
which time and experience do not entirely nontrnli'/.c, and one 
finds himself turning avith a sick heart from freezing and 
starving women aTid children, avliile his hoi'sc l.ra)n])los nndor- 
foot unnoticed the shapeless hody of a soldier. I have seen 
the dragoon.s, avliosc sabres avero .still coloured avith I’nrkish 
blood, dismount and share their rations avith half-famished 
fngitia'cs; and infantrymen, avho avith great diflic.nlty had 
made a fire to dry their feet, yield it to the shia-erin" re- 
fngees, and avith touching tenderness bring the exhausted 
Tnrki.sli avomcn to the fire and give them food and drink. It 
is the sense of niter helplessness in the presence of all this 
suffering, t.he certainty that the majority of these innocent 
people avill jiorish for the lack of the commonest necessities 
of existence, the conscimnsness that this useless avasto of 
human life might have been easily prevented, that is ex- 
hausting to the last degree ; 'and J remember nothing of the 
avliole a\"ar so inhuman, so fiendish, as the tragedy on the road 
betaveen Philippopolis and Hermanli, of avhich ave avere in 
part spectators. 

In my despatch sent a feav days ago I mentioned the fact that 
ave met on the road perhaps 10,000 refugees returning to 
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tlieir homes, and spoke also of the attack of the Bulgarians 
on a train of these nnforttmates- almost under the ejes of 
General Gonrko. NeTrs has now reached ns that hundreds 
of these refugees have been despoiled, and many have been 
killed or have died on the road before reaching Philippopolis. 
Although there is no official proof of the truth of this state- 
ment; this is no argument against the correctness of the 
report, because there is no high official who to my knowledge 
would interest himself enough to take pains to inquire into 
the matter. Then, too, the testimony of one of my couriers, 
who has just come in from Sistova via Philippopolis, con- 
firms part of the rumour, for he says that there was a great 
deal of plundering along the highway in the vicinity of the 
latter town. From what I saw’ myself, it appeared to me 
almost certain that these fugitives would never reach their 
homes. 

"When the Bulgarians began plundering them in the prosencoof 
part of General Gourko’s staff it was only with the greatest 
difficulty that the brigands were dispersed by the officers and 
soldiers, who attempted to protect the Turks, and every one 
knew that when we were out of sight the game would begin 
anew*. The villagers were like madmen; the small children 
caught the contagious spirit, and set upon the Turkish chil- 
dren and pnlled the bundles away from them ; old hags 
claw'od at the veiled women with all the ferocity of witches 
and great hearty men mobbed helpless fugitives, and took 
from them their last covering, their only food. "When wo 
charged among them with tho ^Yh^p they sullenly retired, 
appearing again on tho scene at a new point, and even tho 
strong arm of military authority, wucldcd without sy.stem and 
spasmodically, was insufficient to prevent effectually tho plan,, 
dor. Tho thought came to me at tho time that if these people 
have been so oppressed they have learned arrogance and sclf- 
n.ssertion with astonishing readiness ; and this in the presence 
of superior physical force and indisputable authority. 

Jt is clear that it was the duty of tho general officer who sent 
these fugitivc.s lack to their villages to provide a jiropcr 
escort to protect them on their journey. Tins 1ms not, to iny 
knowledge, been done in a single case, and General Karlzoff, 
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wlio commanded the detachment in advance of the main hod j 
of Greneral Groiu-ko’s troops, sent the immense waggon trains 
of refugees to the rear, vdthout any visible escort to ensure 
their safe conduct through a district where it was well knowm 
existed a sti-ong feeling of hostility between the two races. 
To begin wdth, it was a colossal mistake on the part of the 
Turks to leave such a small escort with the great bivouac of 
refugees ; they should have either given them no escort at all 
or else a sufBcient body of troops to protect them or to cover 
their retreat. As it was, there was just enough infantry to 
begin the fight and to excite the people to' defend themselves. 
It is difficult to say W'hich of the two divisions of that great 
multitude of peasants are better off — those who fled into the 
mountains, leaving all their property behind them, or those 
W'ho fell into the hands of the Russians, and were sent back 
to their villages. It seems quite probable that complete 
extermination will be the fate of these refugees, and be- 
tween exposure, famine, and the Bulgarians they have little 
hope. 

Perhaps it is too much to expect of the Russians to secure 
good order in the hundreds of villages where Turks and 
Bulgarians live as neighbours ; but it seems a little incon- 

' sistent, to put it very mildly, that the result of a war made 
ostensibly to pi’event massacres should be to excite these 
■wholesale slaughters, and that the Russian military Grovem- 
ment should be less effective than the lax and irregular 
system which it has superseded. Of course the Turkish 
peasants are now in great fear of the Bulgarians, for the 
latter are all armed, many of them with weapons taken by 
the Russians from the Turks and given to the Bulgarians, 
and the former are •without means of defence. The spirit of 
brigandage and vendetta that is excited in the Bulgarians is 
proved by w^hat I have described along the Philippopolis-Her- 
manli road. They have even gone so far as to exchange shots 
with a force of Russian dragoons, in a village in this neighbour- 
hood, and several of them were Idlled. The lessons they have 
learnt in the war have not benefited them much. It is plain 
to see that the large and constantly inci’easing corps of 
'veng^tirs have found work enough for their yataghans. 
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The occupation o£ Adrianople was by no means a dramatic finale 
of the trans-Balkan campaign. 'When the Turks evacuated 
.the city on the 18th laltimo the troops and most of the 
munitions were sent to Constantinople, and the Government 
of the city was left in the hands of the consuls — namely, 
Messrs. J. E. Blnut, her Majesty’s Consnl ; Ghennadil, Consul 
for Greece; Saxe, for the Austro-Hungarian Empire; and 
Flech, for France. At the suggestion of Mr. Blunt, the 
Turkish authorities had wisely ordered away all the irregular 
troops before the evacuation, and they left for the protection 
for the consuls and for the good order of the town a detach- 
ment of seventy-two regular soldiers with several officers. 
On the 19th, Fasso EfXendi was appointed by telegraph govor- 
nor of the town ad interim, and in this capacity he pre- 
sented himself with the consular body and the Greek arch, 
bishop to General Stroukoff, who on the 20tli occupied a 
village very near the city. The General, how’ovor, refused to 
recognize any municipal authority, saying there was no longer 
any Sultan or any Governor, and announced to the consuls 
that he w'ould appoint a committee of safety, to he composed 
of one member of every race or sect in the town, saying that ho 
should hold each individual member of committee responsible 
for the acts of the portion of the inhabitants ho ropresentod, 
and finishing his declaration of the plan proposed for tho 
government of the town in somewhat these words : — “ This, 
gentlemen, I conceive to be tho only means of insuring good 
order in the city, because tho Anncnian.s hate tho Gormans, 
the Germans the French, the French tho Italians, tlio Italians 
tho Gi-eeks. tho Greeks the Bulgarians, and tho Bulgarians 
— they hate evoiybody.” 

This committee was acconlingly appointed, and a native police 
force relieved tho patrol organized by tlie comsuls, and per- 
sonally conducted by them during the interim between tho 
departure of tho Turks and the arrival of the Russians. 
General Skobelcfl came by rail on tlio Slst, General Gourko 
fonr days later, and tho Grand Duke on tho 2Cth. Tho 
triumphal entry of tho Commandor-in-Cliief was not a 
remarkably brilliant 6}>cctnc1c, nor was there noticeable 
enthusiasm in tho crowds that assembled on tho way; this 
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j^nvily Our, •iotibilrs.';. lo {lu? min whlrli foil liorivilv nf 
llse tinio. niitl piirtly to tlio imiuro of flic peojilo, wlio aro not. 
disposcil to utiy vi:siMo oxprossinn of ojimtlon. 

With tlu^ oooti]»:tlinn of j\>lrl:inoplo tho rapid forward tnovc- 
nsont tlid not, coa-^o. and .SholKdolVV- troops v.'cro on the road 
npiin ufttM' a panse <d a day or two, fonnintt; the tatntrtd 
eohnntt of the advance towavils Constant inojtlc. General 
Gourho’s infa.tttry had come in tvith cmjuy haversacks; 
vaamhitn^ frotn twenty to forty-tive kilonietivs ti day, they 
had lnji;x aiitce left far hehijid the ]>roviston trains, and 
had been livintr for sontt* days as only Ji llnssian soldier knows 
how to live. IJriaid is to them a necessity, and how they have 
inanaped to eke onl, six days of two-thirds repilar ratioJi 
durine: ten days of inarohinyand tightinir, ns they did hefwccn 
Sofia and J’hilijtjiopolis, is a jmddein ,1 have not, yet been tilde 
to solve. 13et ween Philipjiojiolis and Adrianople the bread 
rtiiion was .short in a like jiroportion, but the soldier.s managed 
to live. 

Of cotu>o, Gcnenil Gourko could not keep on tiny further with- 
out resting his men and tiwaiting the transport tittins, so hi.s 
advance via Lnle llurga.s to Hodosio ^^■as postponed until the 
fir.si day of l‘''ehruary, atid the peace ncgotiation.s having 
fallen through, I expected to btisk iti warm sunlight ou the 
shores of the Sea of !Marmora, and after two mouths of cold 
and snow should have cried “Thalas.sa, Thnlas.sa,” with all 
the tirdour of Xcnojdioifs soldiers, when the delightful 
blue horizon line should have met my eye. But during the 
forenoon of January 31st thci’c wci'c vague rumouT’s that the 
preliminaries of peace were to be signed that ai'tei-noon, and 
all the diplomats keeping a discreet silence on the subject, no- 
thingfurtherwas made public until about dark in the evening 
a mass was celebrated in the Konak, whore the Grand Duke 
has his headquarters, and the bands played, and a tide wave 
of joyous cheering spread all over the city. To say that every- 
body, fi-om commanders to cooks, was heartily delighted by 
this proof that peace was imminent, is to give the faintest 
possible idea of the general joy that prevailed. It was a 
most welcome surprise, and a complete siirpri.se, for the 
Pachas had sent a messenger to Constantinople, asking for 
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hbt;’ instructions, more ttan a weet before, and no answer bad 
been received. 

Tbe Grand Dube insisted that they should give their final de- 
cision about the propositions for a basis of peace on the 31st, 
and on the very morning of the day the same aide-de-camp 
of Suleiman Pacha who came to General Gonrko at Ichtiman 
with the news of an armistice, Zeki Bey, appeared, bringing a 
message from the Sublime Porte asking why the movements 
had not ceased, and declaring that the docnment consenting 
to the conditions had been sent a week before. The interrup- 
tion of the communications was the reason why the message 
had not reached headquarters before this, a delay which 
changed materially tho aspect of the affairs in general, and 
gave opportunity for the occupation of considerable terri- 
tory. 

However, the basis of peace was signed ■u'ithout further hesita- 
tion, painful as it was for the Pachas to put their names to 
a demand which meant to them the death of Turkey. The 
scene was extremely touching when tlie venerable Namyk 
Pacha could not refrain &om shedding tears at the thought 
of the future of the country he loved so much, and had served 
80 well. On tho evening of tho Cth tbe Pachas, who liad 
received a telegram from Constantinople informing them that 
their mission was a special one, and was now finished, took 
the train for that city, and no news has since been received 
from them. 

Tlio Russian grey nniform docs not lend itself easily to tho 
picturesque, aud in Oriental surroundings, side by side with 
tho richly-colourcd Turkish costumes, cannot be said to har- 
monize with tho spirit of tlio scene. Adrianoplo has probably 
never had in her entire history such crowded streets. Tho 
mam thoroughfare is almost impassable at times Hundreds 
of soldiers buying shirts, officers clmffering for relics and 
souvenirs, and crowds of Bulgarians from tho neighbouring 
villages watching for bargains, make up a bnsy crowd, in 
which a wonderful trade in all small articles is c.arried on by 
scores of enterprising natives. Tho hotels and restaurants 
are all crowded to overflowing, c\ery empty house has been 
filled with soldiers, and officcni have been billeted about pro- 
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miscnoiisly. ITotAvifclistn.TicIing tlie thousands of soldiers in 
the streets, the native eleincnt predominates so strongly 
evorv’where as to give a characteristic tone to the scenes of 
nnique pictnrcsqncncss and exceptional interest that one sees 
at every turn. Such gorgeous masses of blazing hues are 
food and drink after the bleak and bari'cn landscapes of the 
Balkans in their winter dross, and the eyes feed on the rich 
tones with eagerness and satisfaction, after long abstinence 
from any luxury of colour. 

It seemed strange enough at first to see Turkish soldiers — the 
Consular guard — with arms in hand, circulating freely among 
the Russians, but it has long since got to be such a common 
sight as to cease to attract attention. Day by day scores of 
Turkish stragglers come in, ragged, and dirty, but easily 
recognizable as soldiers, and now hundreds of them are met 
in the streets. Unarmed, they found it dangerous to stay in 
the villages where they had taken refuge, and so they have 
come into Adrianople. Such is indeed their story. What 
language the Russian and Turkish soldiers use in conver- 
sation is known only to them, for it is quite nnintelJigible 
to any one else ; but they manage to hold lively chats on 
amusing subjects, and fraternize in a very jolly manner. The 
Russian soldier is, first of all, a good-natured fellow, and he 
looks upon TurlvS and Frenchmen as a kind of comical 
animals. Why this is so, no one can say ; and especially it is 
hard to see why the Frenchmen should be particularly 
amusing to him, but anything that is French he considers 
funny ; and the Turks, their manners, dress, and faces, all 
excite his mirth. The Englishman and German he cannot 
endure — possibly because they appear too serious to him, 
and he has an unmistakable, ingTained dislike for both those 
nations. Of course, I sjoeak only of the men in the ranks, as 
one meets them everywhere, and overhears their conversation. 
Row they are, of course, in high spirits, because they have 
made themselves very little at home in Bulgaria, and are 
glad to return to their steppes again. From my own obser- 
vation, I am convinced that they fraternize wdth the Turks 
much more than with the Bulgarians. 

In the great bazaar the mixture of races is curious enough 
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2veiy varictj of typo of man, from the coal-black Nubian to 
the mild-eyed blonde Russian, shoulder one another good- 
naturedly there. Cossacks handle the rich draperies and haggle 
fibout the price of calico shirts ; the infantrymen, for the first 
time in their lives let loose in such a museum of wonderful 
things, walk about at first quite dazed, and then join in the 
lively shirt trade with the restj while the officers, every- 
where on the look-out for relics and interesting souvenirs, pay 
out their shining pol-imperials with a recklessness that has 
spoiled the market for any other purchasers. Almost evciy 
one buys a Turkish woman’s costume, most indulge in a speci- 
men or two of Oriental mgs, and for whatever leaves the 
shelves of the Spanish Jews a good round sum is paid. As 
for the simplest and most uninteresting relics of the w’ar 
like ordinary pistols and muskets, they bring full market 
prices. A "Winchester repeating rifle easily commands seven 
napoleons. These bright new gold pieces udll open almost 
any door j even the mosque of Sultan Selim has been illumi- 
nated and a service conducted to satisfy the curiosity of tho 
officers. 

I thought it was rather an undignified proceeding on the part 
of tho Turks to go through their service of chanting and 
prayer with an audience of a thousand Muscovites, and many 
of the officers present shared my opinion. Tho mosques have 
not been in any way desecrated, unless tho entrance of thou- 
sands of unbelievers may bo called desecration. 'U’liatover 
orders the sentries at tho door of Sultan Selim may have 
received they certainly execute their duty most capriciously. 
A few Turks coming in at tho door tho other day, and 
ohserring SOI oral Russian officers walking about with their 
boots on, did not stop to take off their shoes, ns the custom 
is, whereupon the sentry followed them into tho church, 
ordered them bock, and obliged them to take off tho 
muddy foot-gear. Tho}’ looked at the soldier as if to sav — 
“ I wonder if this fellow is going to oblige us to pray too,” 
aud half pleased, half angry, they obeyed tho guard and 
went to their worship. 

Around tho mosque in tho great enclosure gather hundreds of 
refugees, who bivouac there while oa their way through tho 
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city to tlioir villages. Togctlier witli tlie soldiers they flock 
to tlie foimtains to bring water, and never so mneb as a 
liansli word have I beard pass between tbe Turks and tbe 
Russians. On tbe contrary, tbe soldiers very often assist 
tbe refugees in vai’ious ways.' Barely is a band.beld out for 
charity that docs not receive some coin, and I bave seen tbe 
soldiers bring water quite gallantlj' for tbe Turkish women. 
However trifling these acts may seem as indications of tbe 
spirit of tbe soldier, they arc to me additional proof that the 
Russians will go borne almost to a man with an exaggerated 
• idea of tbe depra^dty of tbe Bulgarian and a correspondingly 
elevated opinion of tbe good qualities of tbe Turks. 

In my letter from Sofia I spoke of tbe English doctors whom I 
found at Strigli in company with Colonel Charles Baker, and 
]\Ir. Bell, of tbe Illustrated London Neios. I was confident at 
tbe time that every one of these men would receive tbe best 
of treatment from tbe Russians; first, from what I knew 
bad been done in similar cases, and then because I beard 
G-eneral Grourko say that tbe doctors and the correspondent 
were not prisoners of war in any sense, and be gave orders 
that they should be given liberty of action. It was with no 
little surprise that I met part of that company here in 
Adrianople lately, Drs. Armand Leslie, Kirkpatrick, and 
Revill, and Mr. Bell. They came in here by train on tbe 3rd 
inst. from Hermanli, whither they bad been marched from 
vStrigli vid Ple^^la, Lofteba, Selvi, Cabrova, and Kezanlik, a 
iourney of three weeks in severe weather, tvdee crossing tbe 
Balkans on foot, always treated as common prisoners of war. 
Captain Baranolfsky, who bad charge of them at Strigli, 
gave them into tbe bands of a corporal’s guard, and they 
were marched away to tbe headquarters, which were sup- 
posed to be at Bogot. Every night they were shut up in a 
miserable prison, every day they marched on tbe road, not 
being allowed to mount their horses. For tbe first two weeks 
something like two roubles apiece were given them to live 
on, and as they bad little money of their own, and could not 
bave found food to buy if they bad bad plenty of gold, they 
were obliged to put up with bread and water. 

Tbe details of tbe tedious march -will doubtless be made public 
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>y one of tte actors in the drama. That it rras most inox- 
cnsable and disgracefnl treatment of English pbjects who, 
according to all laws of war, were not prisoners, there is not a 
question. The first officer on the road who showed them any 
consideration was the commandant at Kezanlik. I am rery 
sorry that I have not his name. He gave them two napo- 
leons apiece, I believe, and in other ways showed his appre- 
ciation of their position. 

Arrived here, they were immediately, on the representation of 
Jlr. Blunt, set at liberty and went to Constantinople by the 
first train. The Grand Duke not only ordered General Stein, 
the commandant at Adrianople, to express the regrets of the 
Commander-in-Chief that there had been such a misunder- 
standing, but to further prove his sincerity has ordered a 
strict investigation of the conduct of Captain Baranofi’sky. 
As the Englishmen are gone, and have only left copies of 
their diaries ^rith Mr, Blunt, to ho sent in with their formal 
complaint, there is very little likelihood that the investiga. 
tion will result in anytiung. The importance of the ques- 
tions under present consideration naturally swamp the com- 
plaints of private individuals who have had the misfortune 
to suffer for the vicious ignorance of a single Russian officer. 

Phe fortifications of Adrianople are well worth the study of 
any military engineer, and the Russians may here take a very 
good lesson in the art. Tlio forts are very large, and all 
constructed on the same principle, namely, a high, central 
“ cavalry,” often ^dtli two surrounding lines of parapets 
successively lower, so that there arc actually three lines of 
artillery, one above the other. The infantry fire is similarly 
arranged. The Russian system is to bury the guns in the 
earth; the Turkish, to raise them high in the air; and the 
experience of this war 1ms proved the superiority of the 
latter system. Like all the Turkish earthworks, the forts at 
Adrianople are models of good construction. Tho great 
central traverses which servo ns hbmbproofs arc here largely 
built of stone and mortar, with, of course, an impenetrable 
covering of soft earth, and there is verj' neat masonry about 
the gates and tho doors of the magazines. It is a curious 
fact that one of the hugest forts stands close beside the now 
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deserted,' lialf-ruined Louse built aud occupied by tbe Rus- 
sian Pield-Marslial Diebitcli, after liis campaign in 1829. 

: : Constantinople, February Qili. — To-day it is generally be- 
lieved that we are cut off fi’om telegrapbic communication 
with Europe except by way of Bombay. For upwards of a 
Aveekit.bas been impossible to send a telegrapbic message 
except by way of Alexandria. That route bas tbe two 
disadvantages of being very dear and veiy doubtful. Wben 
correspondents bave not only to pay three francs fifteen cen- 
times a word, but are gravely informed tbat as tbe line 
tbrougb Beyrout and Palestine is very seldom used it is 
probably out of order, sending messages is an unsatisfactory 
task. 

Bad, bowever, as telegi-apbic communication by Alexandria bas 
been during tbe last week, it vdll be veiy considerably better 
than communication by Bombay. For tbi’ee days we bave 
received no telegrams from Europe, and our anxiety for news 
may easily be imagined. Tbe Eastern Question for people in 
England is no doubt of great interest, but for tbe people, of 
Constantinople is one of vital interest. "We know tbat an 
armistice bas been signed, and tbat certain preliminaries of 
peace bave been agreed to. But we do not know wbetber 
tbe armistice is for any fixed period, or wbetber it may not 
be put an end to at any bour. We know tbat Greece bas 
advanced ber troops to tbe frontier, and tbat tbe semi-official 
Turkish paper, theValdt, says tbat an ultimatum bas been sent 
to Greece, ordering tbe withdrawal of these troops within tbe 
next two days, or else Turkey will declare war. We know, 
too, tbat tbe Russian troops have been gradually narrowing 
tbe semi-circle around us, and bave occupied Tcbataldja 
■\sdtbin gunshot of tbe outworks for tbe defence of Constan- 
tinople. Tbe Turks believe, and it is commonly asserted, 
though I do not know if there is trustworthy authority for 
it, tbat tbe Russians bave continued their advance notwith- 
standing tbe armistice. Probably it will turn out tbat 
towards tbe town last named, and in other directions, tbe 
Russians continued to advance until news arrived of tbe 
signature. I know of no case where tbe Russians bave 
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idvanced after tlie time wben tlie fact of tbe signature liad 
become known. Eodosto, on the Marmora, is the only place 
where the Russians have reached the sea Southwards. 

rhe master of an English tug which arrived here yesterday 
from that port states that Prince Oldenburg with eight 
hundred Uhlans arrived there on Saturday last. The account 
which he gives is reassuring. "Wlien the Prince heard that 
an English steamer w’as in the harbour he sent for the master 
and treated him with great courtesy The master says that 
the town is perfectly quiet. The Turkish 2 aptiehs were 
ordered by the Prince to act as police, each man wearing a 
white badge upon his arm to show that he is a Turkish soldier 
employed in the police service. The Russian soldiers were on 
the best of terms with the people, and paid for whatever 
they took. 

The action of Greece is w'hat is puzzling ns all. The Greek 
Minister here, il. Condonriotti, cither believes or professes to 
believe that there is no real difficulty with Greece, and there 
are men of position bold enough to dcclaro that the move- 
ment of the Greek troops across the frontier docs not actually 
mean war, bnt is only a preconcerted movement to satisfy tho 
Greek people and to induce Europe to take care of Greek 
interests at the approaching Congress. Of course you in 
England will learn from Athens the tmth about this matter 
before we do. For my part, I cannot believe in tho in- 
f-incority of the action which Greece has taken. A most 
unfortunate jealousy of tho Bulgarians has made tho Greeks 
of Turkey unwilling to throw in their Jot with tho Sclavs, 
and this jcalonsy, combined with the •well-grounded fear of 
the serious consequences which would result to Greece -were 
she to dcclaro war against Turkey, 1ms much more probably 
been the rca.son why slie has done nothing until now than 
any understanding with Turkey. 

It docs not require any far-fetched rca.son to account for the 
inactivity of Greece. The greater portion of her wealth i.s 
at sea. It sounds nb.surd, but it is true that the number of 
ships belonging to Greece is greater than that of any other 
State excepting England. Of course, in tonnage half a 
dozen Eurojioan nations would take precedence; but one 1ms 
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only to pnss n few ilnys in il\o ATcliipelngo to • see Greek 
vessels In' i ho liniulrods. nntl to see that, in case of war they 
^wouhl he ra}>idly swept, np by a Power like I’nrkoy, possessing 
a tolerably efToctivo fleet, !^^oreover, many of the towns 
of Greece — ^like Byra, for example — lie at. the mercy of a 
barbarous foe, and the !Minister.s ^Yho have to decide the 
question of war or jieaeo for Greece cannot enter n]ion war 
with a light heart. 'I'o Greece war mnsi, inevitably mean 
very groat loss and sufi’ering ; and if the Greeks declare war, 
their symjinihy for their Greek In-ethren in enslaved Greece 
jnnst be very deep. If it bo irnn that Greece is on the 
point of declaring war, onv position hove wonld become mnch 
more isolat^'d than it has j'ct been, as there will be danger 
of oiir mail service being interfered with. In Stambonl and 
its ncighbonrhood there are upwards of forty thousand Greek 
suhjccls, and it may become very difiienlt to avoid a collision 
between them and the Circassians and Turks now in tho 
capital. 

While the action of Greece is one of the nnknonm qnantitics 
in the problem which wo have to solve, there is another 
which arises from the supposed conjoint action of England 
and Ansti'ia. Dnring the last three days this has indeed been 
the principal topic of conjecture. The numerous interviews 
between ]\Ir. Layard and Count Zichy are carefully noted ; 
but though the notion of an tinderstanding between those 
two Powers is evidently cherished at the English Embassy, 
I am in a position to affirm positively that tho Austrian 
Ambassador denies that there has been, here at least, any 
joint action whatever. Among the Turks the idea of an 
interference at this stage is, I believe, rather disliked than 
otherwise. The Turk recognizes that they have been badly 
beaten, and ivish to make an end of the whole matter. In 
the absence, therefore, of information from Europe, I am 
still of opinion that if Lord Beaconsfield has determined to 
run England into war, he cannot count Austria as his ally. 
The Turk recognizes .that the best thing they have to hope 
for is that they may he allowed to sign final conditions of 
peace without delay, and get rid of the danger which at 
the present moment is threatening Constantinople itself. 
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I telegraplied t \\'0 days ago, "vraj of Alexandria, tliat tLe 
office of Grand Vizier -a-as al}olislied, and that A'elimet Vevyk 
Pacha had been named Gmnd Vizier only that the office might 
be done an-ay with. He is now named Prime ilinister. It 
is fair, I think, to assume that the idea of the change is that 
a Premiership is more in accordance nnth the practice of 
constitutional government than the Grand Vizierate. Mid- 
hat’s Constitution, however, recognizes the position of a 
Grand Vizier. Still, the arbitrary act of the Sultan in 
abolishing, by an Imperial Halt, the position recognized in 
the Constitution may be considered as an attempt still 
further to place the country under constitutional govern- 
ment. 

The selection of Achmet Vevyk as tho First Minister has taken 
every one by surprise. It is well known that he failed to 
obtain a seat in tho Chamber of Deputies, and tho failure 
was attributed to the direct interference of tho Government. 
His promotion to his pi'esent high post is thought to ho due 
to ilr. Layard, whose friend Achmct Vevyk has been for 
many years. It will bo curious to see what sort of a First 
!Minister he nnll make. I have recently described him us the 
most learned Turk liWng. Ho is generally reputed to be of 
Greek origin, and his vivacity and iutclligenco confirm this 
conjecture. In a countiy where tho taking of bribes, the 
want of patriotism, and a habit of sacrificing national to 
personal considerations is the rule, it is to tho credit of 
Achmct Vc\'Tk that ho lias remained a comparatively poor 
man, and that ho is singled out from the ring of Pachas ns 
an honest man. His abilities, too, arc undoubtedly great. 
It remains to be seen •whether ho will make a good Prime 
^linistcr. Hitherto he ha.s not been 6ucces.sfnl ns an admin- 
istrator, and his failure is put down to inability to work 
harmoniously with his colleaguc.s, and to a general crotcheti- 
ncss. Tho mo.st important office which ho has held up to 
the present time is Hint of Ambassador to Najioleon III. 
Perhaps ho may succeed better among his omi people. If 
ho fail it will certainly not Ihj owing to want of patriotism 
or of l>eHef in the capacity of tho Turkish race. 

TIio stream of fugitives into Constantinople still continues to 
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flow, tliougli mtli diminislied force. Eveiy efiort wMcli can 
1)6 made to lessen tEe amount of distress which, prevails 
among these fugitives is hardly adequate to contend with it. 
The fact that the Turks themselves are seriously alarmed at 
the numhers of armed Circassians, Zeihecks, and Pomacks, 
who are lounging lazily about the streets, may constitute the 
safety of the capital. There exists a great anxiety to ship 
these warlike-looking scoundrels off to Syra, to Anatolia, 
anywhere out of Constantinople. “ These are the cause,” 
said the member for Smyrna a day or two ago, “ of all our 
woes,” and the remark was agreed in by nearly aU the mem- 
bers present, and, without looking for the causa causans, may 
be accepted as true. 

The streets of Constantinople at the present time present an 
appearance such as they can hardly have presented for many 
years. The long wooden bridge which crosses the Golden 
Horn is crowded with refugees and other passengers. Take 
away a dozen or two Europeans, and there is hardly a man 
whose costume would not create a sensation in the streets of 
an English town. The first group which is sure to catch the 
eye is an ordinary sight here. The place is evidently a favourite 
one for cripples, and a traveller will do his best to get out of the 
way of the broken and twisted arms and legs which are pushed 
ostentatiously under his notice in all their hideous deformity. 
Evidently these cripples are having a rich harvest from the 
crowds of refugees to whom they are showing their wounds. 
One wretched boy, who sways all day long backwards and 
forwards howling the praises of Mahomet, has had a large 
crowd around him every time I have passed him during the 
last fortnight. But the crowd is, to a stranger, far more 
interesting than the object of the crowd’s gaze. There are 
Pomacks, the mountaineer Bulgarians, who became Moslems 
to save their lands, and who could tell some wonderful 
stories about the murders in Bulgaria. Some of their 
women were regretting last week to a friend of mine, who 
was supplying them with house room, that they had to buy 
vegetables in Constantinople. At home, said they, we 
always got everything of that kind from our Bulgaiaan neigh- 
• hours without payment. Handsome-looking fellows many of 
VOL. II. L L 
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these Pomacks are — tall, well-knit, and with a picturesque 
dress, consisting of a loose jacket, always more or less 
embroidered, turbans about their scarlet fezes, and very, 
loose knickerbockers. Give them a pistol or two, and a 
sword or dagger in their belts, and they are complete. 

Side by side with them, along the whole length of the bridge, 
are Circassians, usually in long coats made of grey home- 
spun, with Astrakan caps, a row of cartridges, across the 
chest, pistols, and probably a yataghan. There is not a man 
among them who is not armed. The Circassian has a perfect 
mania for possessing firearms. A good deal of the money 
taken from the Greeks and Bulgarians by many of the hand- 
somely-made scoundrels about us has already passed into the 
possession of the Stambonl dealers in revolvers. Passing 
over the bridge, we shall see to a certainty a crowd round 
every shop where firearms are exposed for sale. 

The only men who appear to carry more arms than the Circas- 
sians in this motley crowd aro the Zeibecks. These men have 
a waistband wound around so often that it is very often eight 
or nine inches distant from their ■n-aists. This is almost 
always crowded w'ith weapons, the ropst conspicuous being a 
knife about two feet six inches long. It is the extensivo 
character of their armoury and their wonderful caps, which 
look like six or seven fezes stuck one on tho top of tho other, 
which distinguish tho Zeibecks from the Pomacks. In point 
of civilization, or,, to speak more accurately, of savagcnc.ss, 
there is probably little to choose between tho Asia Minor 
Zoibeck and tho Bulgarian Pomnek. So crowded has this 
bridge been during these late days that it has been difiicult 
to get over it in a carriage. Once at tho Stambonl end, wo 
sec additional evidence that tho great crowd.s in the street 
arc refugees. On one side aro numbers of country horses for 
sale, probably three-fonrtlis of them stolon. TJiey are going 
now at nl)out one-tenth of their ordinary price.s. The omiers 
liavo -no use ‘for them, and perhaps no money ■rvherewith to 
buy food for them. On tho other side men in almost every 
variety of costume except Knropean are staring at the stalls, 
where cheap European articles are being sold. Kurds ami 
Albanians, .jVrahs and Ba]garian.s, Syrians and Tartars, aro 
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jostling eacli other together .with Circassians, Pomades, 
Greeks, Armenians, and Tni'ks. 

Any one who Icnows Constantinople at ordinary times cannot 
bnt be strndc with the contrast between the Tni'k of the 
provinces and his co-religionist of the capital. It has long 
been a favonritc theory with certain writers who wish to see 
everything Turkish in the most favourable light that the 
pro^nneial Turk is much more honest and much less vicioits 
than the Stamboulee. This, for example, is the conclu- 
sion which it seems to me Mr. Palgrave has come to. 
Hardly any epithet is too bad to apply to the Stam- 
boulee. Mr. Palgi’ave absolutely refuses to itndertake his 
defence, and paints him as black as any hater of Tur- 
kish misrule could desire. But in the interior of Asia 
Minor he believes himself to have found trace? of the old- 
fashioned Turk, whose word is as good as an Englishman’s 
bond. Other writers have taken Mr. Palgrare^s theory much 
farther, and boldly ■ assert, as two or three of your contem- 
poraries have done during the last few months, that while the , 
Stamboulee, meaning by that word the representative official 
Turk living in the capital, is about as bad as it would be 
possible to make him, it is becaixse he has been brought into 
connection with Western civilization. Western roguery, cor- 
ruption, and infidelity ; and that the provincial Turk retains 
the original virtue of the race uncontaminated by the injurious 
influence of Christian civilization. Travellers who come to 
Constantinople, and find easily enough what is the condition 
of things here, may well console themselves with the hope 
that things are not so bad in the country. The countiy, 
however, they very rarely visit. 

I venture to say that an hour’s walk through the streets of the 
capital just now would help to dispel any such illusion. 
Here about us are provincial Turks by the hundred. They 
are in every variety of dress, from the simple sheepskin with 
the wool worn inside to that of the village imaums in the 
flowing robes of the old-fashioned Turk. Most of them seem 
to be absolute strangers to water, and as they go lazily saun- 
tering along, staring at all the novel scenes abont them, one 
does not wnnder that a great fear has sprung up among the 

L L 2 
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Stamboul Turks, not only of the Circassians, but of their 
own countrymen. 

Any one who belioTed the reports of those who have perhaps 
only spent a few days or w'eeka in Constantinople, that the 
provincial Turk was more trustworthy, because he had been 
brought less into contact with Europeans and retained more of 
his primitive simplicity, would I fancy soon begin to doubt 
the truth of his belief His observations would soon show 
him what is of course the truth in Turkey, as it is in every 
other country of the world, that the inhabitants of the to^\Tis 
are more civilized, more polite, and less barbarian, Boorish, 
and less uncouth than those of the country. As the higotrj* 
and superstition of the French peasant is greater than that 
of the dweller in Paris, so the fanaticism and conservatism 
of all the Moslem ideas w’bich have made a just regard to 
the rights of their Christian neighbours impossible is greater 
among the provincial Turks than among the dwellers in Con- 
stantinople. The latter at least see something of the lives of 
civilized men, cannot shut their eyes to the fact that the 
Christians are at least their equals, and in many respects 
superiors, and their minds are educated thereby. The lesson 
which etymology teaches of the difference between the con- 
dition of dwellers in cities and dwellers in the country is cer- 
tainly not belied in Turkey. 

Amid the crowds in tbo streets arc numbers of groups of 
Gipsies. In this country these wanderers conform to a cer- 
tain extent to jSIohammcdanisra. Their women wear the 
yashmak. During the attacks made upon the Bulgarians 
they were often guilty of some of the worst excesses, and 
probably it is the knowledge of this fact that has driven so 
many of them to take refngo in tho capital. Passing along, 
we see them crowding into cvciy liollow which can give pro- 
tcction from the iieathcr. Hero it is an old cellar, tho super- 
structure of which has lH?cn burnt, which they liavo occupied, 
nieir tents nro pi tchetl wherover there is a plot of spare prround. 

At one of the mosques, formerly a church dedicated to St. 
John the Baptist, a family has made use ns a shelter of tlio 
ancient font, long since turned out of tlio building, and 
jilnced on its side in tho mosquo yanl. A little further on, 
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crowds of refngecs are sheltering themselves in and around. 
St. Sofia. Great trains of arahas are coming along a 
.street in another direction from the Adrianople road. These 
are almost invariahly di’awn hy hnlloclcs or hnifaloes. The 
whole conversance is one which is significant of the advance- 
ment of agriculture, and of the government of the country. 
When Mahmoud entered the city four ccntru’ies ago, the carts 
could not have heen of a more primitive construction, nor 
the animals of a worse breed. A simple box of the roughest 
possible description, put upon wheels, without a spring, and 
di’awn by bitllocks of wolf-like colour, is all that any of the 
countiy Tui'ks can show. There is not a caiu-iage, a spring 
cart, or anything more advanced than this araba in the whole 
melancholy line that is coming in. If there were, it would 
not be able to travel many hours over the roads leading 
towards Adi’ianople. The shivering wretches who are in 
these arahas have generally a covering made of open matting, 
which affords very little protection against wind and rain. 
An ordinary carrier’s cart, such as every village in England 
could have produced at any time during the last forty years, 
would be a ti-avelling palace in comparison with anything 
which the thousands now coming in can produce. The 
poverty-stricken condition of the Turkish peasant, and the 
little advance he has made in civilization, is a fair comment 
on what I have heard spoken of as the Turk’s “ genius for 
government.” 

I have never seen the Turks work so energetically as they have 
done during the last two or three weeks in endeavoui’ing to 
feed, to find room foi’, and to introduce order among, the 
refugees. They are assisted in this work by various societies. 
Several of the largest khans in Stamboul are filled with the 
refugees. The service in many of the mosques is no longer 
performed,' because the bxdlding is filled with them. In some 
of the churches Christians have Moslems among them. All 
the villages along the Bosphorus have received their share. 
The Civic Guard is employed in distributing bread. In 
doing their work they are often not very particular about then 
means. The cabs are seized and are made to convey refugees, 
or sick and Avounded soldiers, or provisions, fi'om one place 
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to the other, and every novr and then a number of Arme- 
nian or other hamals are swqit up, and set to do a few hours’ 
■work, of course, without the chance of being paid. 

Many of the refugees have brought with them all the property 
they possess. The wardrobe of a Turkish peasant family, 
however, is seldom very large. Furniture he has none, unless 
a few simple cooking utensils and a prayer carpet or t^vo 
are to be so considered. The Circassians and Gipsies, how- 
ever, have brought in a large mass of plunder. One case has 
been taken up by the Patriarch of a girl of seventeen, who 
states that the Circassian claiming her murdered lier parents. 
The cattle of the country can bo bought for a pound each. 
A secretary of an embassy bought a few days ago in the 
streets a horse, \vith saddle and bridle, for about six shil- 
lings. A Bishop’s robe was exposed for sale on Sunday 
last in the Grand Rue of Pera, for a Turkish pound. It 
had, probably, cost at least fifteen. Some of the local 
Greek churches have purchased silver ornaments and furni- 
ture intended for church uso at very cheap rates. A 
collector of old swords, sabres, aud arms of every kind, 
might make a small fortune if he could go among tlio 
people who have come in during the last few days and 
make his selection. 

There is, no doubt, a vciy considerable amount of distrc.s.s 
among the refugees, and for some time to como they uill 
require a largo amo\int of aid. By far tho larger number 
of them have no money, and nro incapable of earning any in 
the capital. But to look at the men and women one sees in 
tho streets one would hardly imagino tho distrc.ss to bo very 
great. To many of tho men tho march into Constantinople 
seems to bo a sort of pic-nic. Tho uondora oven of this 
capital aro ns great ns those of London wero to a North- 
umbriaii or Cornishman a centmy ago. It is in the faces of 
tho women and children that ono 8cc.s signs of snfToring. 
The littlo jiinclicd faecs which |»eop out fiom bundlr.s of rags 
in the nrabas ns they |)ass, and tho caruworu or Imggartl 
fiiecs of the \>omen, ulio Room to havo lost all intero.st in 
everytliing, oven in tlioir oi%*n children, tell of days and 
night.s in tho cold, and perhaps snow, Und of insuflicient 
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food. For tlieir sakes, at least, it is to be hoped that the 
armistice will soon be followed by definite terms of peace, by 
the retreat of the victorions armies, and by permission to 
return to tbeir homes. 

Meantime the great question for the residents in the capital is, 
will terms of peace be speedily agreed upon, or are we still 
destined to stand a siege ? If the latter is to be our fate, we 
have some very disagreeable companions, and we can only 
hope that the end will not be long. 

:: CoxSTAVTiKOPLE, Fehruary \Wh . — The discussions in the 
Tuiddsh Chamber of Deputies with regard to the massacres 
of Grreeks in Viza and its neighbourhood have been of the 
■warmest character. Petraki Effendi, the representative of 
Rustchuk, has taken the most active part. The only denial 
which has been given to the facts stated is by Mristapha Bey, 
who stated that “ The religion of Islam does not peimit the 
pei’petration of the acts imputed to the Circassians. There- 
fore, as Mussulmans, they could not have committed them.” 
"WTiether they -^'ere committed by the Circassians in any 
other capacity than as Mussulmans Mustapha does not say. 
It is fair to add that the great majority of the members of the 
Chamber, Christians and Moslems alike, joined in the demand 
for a strict investigation, and for the punishment of the 
oSenders. I had prepared a summary of the facts set out in 
the debate in the Chamber, but at the last moment have 
received a statement, evidently compiled from official sources, 
and embodying the report to the Greek Patriarch, which sets 
out the circumstances more fully than the report of what was 
said in tjie Chamber does. This will give a notion of the 
renewal upon the Greek population of Eastern Roumelia of 
what aroused the indignation of Europe when committed in 
South-Western Bulgaria. 

The ' following is the account forwarded by my corres- 
pondents ; — 

“ I might, perhaps, give a more faithful description of the 
teiuible scenes which occurred at Miza — scenes, in contem- 
plating which one feels his hair standing on end, and at which 
Satan and Hell must certainly have been filled with envy. 
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were I to hold in my hand, instead of a pen, a lighted torch 
and trace letters of fire, such as would resound to the utmost 
ends of the earth on layers of gunpowder. On the 22nd of 
January the Commonder-in-Chief, MehemetAli Pacha, coming 
from the localities north of Adrianople, passed through Viza 
at the head of an army of 32,000, and stayed one night in the 
to'^vn. The inhabitants spared no pains or money in pro- 
adding for the comfort of the General and his army. 

“Before taking his departure on the following day the Pacha 
gave orders to the civil governor of the town to remain con- 
stantly there, protecting the life, honour, and property of the 
popnlation, and not to leave the place unless such circum- 
stances should arise as w'ould render it impossible for him to 
stay. The inhabitants, labouring under great agitation, 
owing to certain rumours which had reached thorn of attacks 
and raids committed elsewhere by Circassians, w’armly 
bogged of the Pacha to leave in the town a small detachment 
of bis forces to guard the country, and, in case of need, bo 
there to repulse any possible attacks on the part of 
marandors. The Pacha, however, refused this request, on 
the ground that any such detachment left behind might ulti- 
mately have its lino of retreat cut off, adding that there 
w’cro other detachments coming after him which had orders 
to halt wherever their presence might bo required, and to 
which ho requested tho inhabit.ants to show the same 
courtesy that they had shown to himself and his army, and 
prepare the provisions they would necessarily require. The 
same things •were repeated to them by the ofTicors who 
passed throngh on tho following day. The inhabitants, 
oiclnsively Greeks, immediately set to w’ork and prepared 
such a quantity of brc.ad and provisions ns would have 
sufficed for tho requirements of double tho number of tho 
forces expected, and liaving got everything for tJieir reception 
ready, waited for their coming, Hko liospitablo innkeepers, 
at tho very doors of their houses. 

“ In the midst of the rcfugec.s following in the wake of 
Jlehmet Ali Pacha, and who binco the day before had been 
constantly passing throngh tho town, there suddenly 
npiieared, coming towards Viza, a largo body of armed men, 
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consisting entirely of BasH-Bazonks, Zeibecks, and Circas- 
sians. Hot tbe slightest snspicion of them entered into the 
minds of the population. On the contrary, some of the 
townspeople, in obedience to the orders receired from the 
Commander-in-chief, and confiding in the assurances given 
by him and his ofi0.cers, went fearlessly forward to meet the 
new-comers, and offer the provisions they had prepared. It 
is at this point that the curtain is drawn up, and a sight pre- 
sented to the world so ghastly that the understanding fails to 
comprehend it, and before which imagination itself becomes 
distracted with horror and wonder. bTo sooner were they in 
the town than these savage hordes of marauders, without a 
single word of explanation or warning, fell like hungry 
wolves upon the unprepared and peaceful inhabitants, seized 
almost all of them, and, after plundering them of what they 
happened to have about their persons, obliged them, by 
pointing their guns at their heads, to say whether and where 
they had any money hidden. There is no torture which they 
did not invent in order to extract from the mouths of their 
^dctims such a confession. Massacres, mui’ders, tortures, 
mutilations, rapine, pillage, fire; such was their infernal 
progi’amme. Priests were seized, insulted, and ultimately 
tied on piles of wood and burnt alive. Many a parent would 
have preferred, were the option left to him, to put his own 
eyes out, like OEdipus, rather than see his daughters, innocent 
young girls, sacrificed before his very sight, at the altar of 
dishonour, and trodden under the heels of shame, he being 
expressly made to stand by and witness, with tied hands and 
feet, the dreadful sight, God only knows with wbat unspeak- 
able agony. . . . The daughters of the greater number of 
families, as also many married women, upon whom the 
savages had satiated their most brutal passions, have been 
carried off, and nothing has been ascertained as yet as to 
their fate. 

“Until late at night the firing of musketry continued with 
unabated fuiy, and the number of corpses lying abotit in the 
streets and within the houses increased every moment. In 
the meantime the pillage of houses and shops went on most 
savagely. The plunder was being continually brought out 
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and laden on carts and horses, and so hent did tlie savage 
marauders seem to be upon destruction that the goods that 
the carts would no longer hold, being already overladen, 
^ they threw under the wheels, and, passing the carts over 
them, broke them to pieces. The roofs of houses were 
pierced through or pulled down that nothing that might by 
chance bo hidden there should escape their greedy grasp. 
Thus many people who, in the hope of escaping the general 
massacre, had fiod to the tops of their honses, met there with 
their deaths after being submitted to the most horrible 
tortures. Com, barley, Indian com, and other cereals were 
scattered about in immense quantities in the streets. The 
holy vessels of the Greek Church were taken out and pnt 
up to a mock auction, while the sacred edifice itself was pro- 
faned by being turned into a stable m which these monsters 
tied np their horses. The cathedral clmrch and building.*!, 
after having been, pillaged, were set fire to and burnt. Owing 
to the frenzy with which they broke into the cathedral ami 
the Bishop's palace, wo had come to think that they must 
have also laid murderous hands upon our respected pastor, 
and that, in addition to the numberless other %’ictiras, wo 
should also have to mourn for the loss of one of the most 
virtuous and distinguished Metropolitans of the orthodox 
Church. Fortunately, however, his Eminence happened at 
the time to be staying at Jlcdcn, one of tho tbreo cathedral 
town-s of tho see of Tiza, and was thus, by the will, 
undoubtedly, of Divino ProWdcnce, saved from that hurri- 
cane of murder and pillage. 

“The scenes that were being enacted in the streets and hon.scs 
ni*o beyond description. The atrocities committed hero arc, 
I am afraid, without a parallel. Kespectablo and pcaccfnl 
citizens, women, children, none were spared, but cither put 
to death by torture, shot, or mutilated. Tiio hands of a sick 
and dying person, who was being carried to a Mu.ssulman 
honso by a Turk, were cut off, and tho porter had his sknll 
broken. ./Vftcr tho l^nds of Zcibecks, Bashi-Bazonks, and 
Circassians, camo the Gipsies seizing upon e%'orythiiig that 
tho others did not coiusiiler worth carrj’ing off, and completing 
the work of plunder and demstation. Even tho verj' mats 
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of 'ilic houses were carried away. On the following clay, 
from early dawn until night set in, mnslcetiy fire veas con- 
tinually hoard, from whicli it appeared that the savages must 
have rctuimcd to Viza for the purpose of comifieting the 
work of the ])rccoding day. They plundered again the houses 
■ aixd shops, seized iipon everything that could be carried away, 
mercilessly put to death all the inhabitants, men, women, 
mid children, that they could lay their hands upon, and 
finally ended by setting fire to the town, which soon became a 
whirlpool of flames and smoke, while they rushed towards the 
mountains, ivliither a few of the inhabitants had managed to 
escape, and whom they now sought out, their thirst for blood 
not being yet satiated. About one half of the population of 
Viza, consisting entirely' of Grrccks, some at the point of 
death, others already dead, arc lying about in the streets 
and houses unburied and rotting, while those who 
managed to effect their escape to the mountains are still 
wandering there, in the very heart of winter, almost naked, 
with bare feet;, without a roof over their heads, vuthout food 
of any kind, trembling with> cold, hunger, and fear. The 
father, the mother, the ehildren of one and the same family, 
no longer recognizing one anothei’, are, in a sepulchral voice, 
and with bloodshot eyes, aslcing each other whether they 
know what has become of their fathers, their husbands, their 
mothers, their children ; if any one has seen or heard of 
them ; whether they are alive or dead. 

“ From Viza the wild bands betook themselves to the villages of 
St. Greorge, St. John, Pinaca, Tchakli, Karaki, Serai, Torali, 
Mukriatissa, Asranyo, Toprika, Ahmet Bey, Messina, Tsfikoi, 
and Tchogara. Il'ew atrocities, new scenes of pillage, rapine, 
murder, and devastation, occurred at each of these places. 
The same terrible fate seems fo have befallen not only the 
villages belonging to the ‘ caza,’ or circumference of Viza, 
numbering a population of some 12,000 souls, exclusively 
Grreeks, but also those belonging to the ‘ cazas ’ of Medea, 
Pyrgos, and other ‘ cazas ’ appertaining to the ‘ sandjak ’ of 
Rodosto •, and furthermore, according to information received 
thence, those belonging to the ‘ sandjak ’ of Adrianople. 
About these, however, I can give no details, as the telegraphic 
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communication lias been latdy interrupted on all sides, and 
not one of the affrighted inhabitants durst come out of the 
lair into which he has crawled seeking refuge. 

“About the following, however, most horrible, abominable, and 
unheard-of crime, in itself a Colossus of savageness, a whole 
abyss of atTOcity, I have most authentic and reliable informa- 
tion, though, for the sake of humanity, I should have been 
glad were it othenvise. It appears that the inhabitants of the 
village of St. George, 800 souls in all, Greeks entirely, flying 
before the Circassians, who had attacked and destroyed their 
village, managed to hide themselves in a large cave near Kara 
Der^. The Circassians, ever thirsting for Christian blood, 
were scouring the country in search of victims, and finally 
fell npon and discovered the place of refuge of these iin- 
fortnuato people, and immediately tried to effect an entrance 
into the cave. In this, however, they were baffled, the en- 
trance to the cave being well guarded and bravely defended 
by the refugees. This show of resistance on the part of the 
people, and the fact, perhaps, that three of their number 
wore mortally wounded by the shots fired from within, 
seemed to exasperate them the more, and, after two or three 
further attempts to effect an entrance but without success, 
they determined by any possible means to put immediately to 
death those within. TJiey acconlingly set to their infernal 
work, and by means of crowljars they ultimately succeeded 
in opening a hole on the roof of the cave, through wliich 
^vithout loss of time they proceeded to pour a large quantity 
of brimstone and asphaltc, to which they sot firo by firing 
their guns through tliohole. As a consequence, the inside of 
the c.avo ^vas in a few minutes filled with smoke so dense that 
the poor people dropped down ono by one, dying of suffoca- 
tion . . . and the souls of 800 martyrs fled almost 
simultaneously ton arils tho foot of the throne of their 
Creator, tho .tVlmighty. Out of tho 800 who entered the 
cave only eighteen were saved, almost hy a miracle, having 
on first entering the cave taken their stand at tho furthest 
end of it, and having, after the Circassians had taken 
tliemselvcs off, exulting no doubt in their aliominablt* 
uurk, come out of that immense grave by dnigging tbeni- 
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selves over tlie dead bodies of their fellow villagers of jester- 
. day. 

“We here at Medea experienced a close blockade. Thrice did 
the Circassians and Bashi-Bazonks attempt to enter the 
town ;• but each time they were most eiSectnally repulsed, 
thanks to the measures taken and the courage displayed by 
the population, wliich, like those of all the sun-ounding 
districts, is entirely composed of Greeks. We hardly, 
however, consider ourselves safe as yet. The sword of the 
Circassians seems to be hanging over our heads like that of 
Damocles. We greet to-day’s sun in doubt whether we shall 
live to see that of the morrow. We are, so to sj)eak, wavering' 
between life and death. 

“ I was on the point of closing this letter when I heard of the . 
arrival in the town of one of the most respectable inhabitants 
of Yiza, a Greek, who had managed to effect his escape to 
the mountains. I went to see him, and found him barefooted, 
almost naked, bloodstained, and trembling with cold and 
hunger. He gives a full confirmation of^ the reports which 
reached us here with regard to the dreadful occurrences there. 
He came on here to report the same by telegraph, but he 
found the wires cut. 

“ Such atrocious crimes are committed, at only a few hours’ dis- 
tance from the captial of the Ottoman Empire, and that 
towards the end of the nineteenth century, which really in 
cruel mockery only must have been denominated the century 
of light and civilization. Let civilization now come forward, 
pull up its sleeves, dip its hands up to the elbows in blood, 
and exult over the sight of rotting corpses and broken skulls.” 

Erom another account I extract the following particulars : — 

“ Of those who had fled to the mountains, the husbands were in 
utter ignorance as to the fate of their wives, the wives as to 
that of their husbands, the fathers had lost their children, 
mothers their daughters. Large numbers of young girls 
were carried off by the Circassians and Bashi-Bazouks, 
countless women were dishonoured and afterwards tortured 
to death, while parents, seeking in agony for their children, 
were seized, despoiled of all their propei-ty, and shot in cold 
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blood. It becomes impossible to describe at length the 
atrocious deeds committed, tlie murders, the pillage, the 
rapes, the massacres, the mutilations, or to fix the number of 
young girls that •were carried off- No less than 6,000 carts 
were laden with plunder and young girls ; 300 of the 

population of Yiza are lying about in the streets of the town 
dead and mutilated, presenting a most ghastly aspect ; 800 
souls who had taken refuge in a cave were burnt alive by the 
Circassians. The number of the massacred at Viza has not 
been as yet exactly ascertained. 

“ The "wild maranders, after (satiating their tliirst for blood and 
pillage, set fire to the villages devastated, and betook them- 
selves to other snch scenes of action. Only ifedea, of all the 
to''\'ns of the province in which these fearful occurrences aro 
taking place, has up to the present moment escaped tho 
general devastation, having been strongly fortified and 
watchfully guarded day and night by tbo inhabitants. It Ifas 
already been thrico attacked by Circassians and Bashi- 
Bazonks ; but, though hitherto these attacks hare been 
successfully repulsed, W’O are still in the greatest anxiety with 
regard to our ultimate fate. There are no governors now 
either at Viza or in Medea, having both loh, that of tho 
former tomi ten, and that of the latter four, days ago. 

“ P.S. The massacres and pillage still continue ; tlio Christians 
•who had fled to tho mountains arc being pursued and 
mercile.'ssly put to death ; the dead remain unbnricd. If no 
immediate measures are taken for coming to the relief of 
tho'«5 who have fled to the mountains they will before long 
Succumb to hunger and cold.” 


The letter below describes tho incident of the entry of tho 
British Fleet into tho Dardanelles, and its return to Besika : — 

: : Syra, Fclruary 15f7i. — ^Tlio circninstances connected with 
the recent movement of the Fleet are these: tho British 
Aml'assador received a telegram on Saturday nftcnioon from 
Lortl Derby, stating that Admiral Hornby had Itcen onlered 
to leave Besika with six vcs.scls, and proceed to Constan- 
tinople. Until then Jlr. Layartl know nothingof the propos-.n), 
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■whicli appears to be due solely to tlie English Grovemment, 
■without his request or suggestion. It appears to have been 
presumed that, as the Porte had given the requisite permission 
to pass the Dardanelles on a previous oecasion, this would 
remain valid, or that no difficulty would be found in obtain- 
ing fresh permission. Mr. Layard Avas requested to obtain 
the necessary document. The Porte refused, alleging that 
the circumstances had changed. The preliminary conditions 
of peace and the armistice had been agreed to. The advance 
of the Elect would be construed as hostile to Russia. The 
allegation as to the protection of the lives and property of 
British subjects was admitted on all hands to be insufficient, 
the condition of the capital haAung improved, and the danger 
of disturbances having become immensely less since the 
armistice and the presence of the Russian army in virtual 
possession of the lines of Constantinople. Ko one here 
imagines this can have been the object of the Elect’s attempted 
visit. The Grovemment, moreover, pointed out that if the 
Elect entered with permission, the Russians would probably 
occupy the city. It is asserted that the Grrand Duke Nicholas 
telegraphed to this effect on Monday, on hearing of the pro- 
posal. It appears that Admiral Hornby received his telegram 
two days before Mr. Layard. Admiral Hornby sent the 
'Serapis first to see whether instructions had been received, 
and anchored to await a communication from Mr. Layard. 
This was received to the above effect, and he returned to 
Besika Bay. Creat preparations had been made here for the 
reception of the Eleet, hundreds waiting its arrival. The move- 
ment is regarded everywhere as inexplicable, almost ludicrous. 
Yesterday Per'a was placarded with this notice : — “ Lost, be- 
■ tween Besdca Bay and Constantinople, an ironclad fleet. Any 
one giving information will be handsomely rewarded.” 

Another correspondent furnishes further details of the state 

of affairs in Constantinople :-fr- 

^ COHSTAHTIHOPLE, Fehri(,anj21st . — ^Thelastrumour this morning 
says that England and Austria have almost determined to 
act in concert against Russia, but there is no official grounds 
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for the report. It is one of the many wild stories that fly 
from mouth to month almost ceaselessly now ; the on dit 
of the evening generally being in flat contradiction of that 
of the morning. In the meantime the Russians are veiy 
busy intriguing at the Porte, and fortifying their positions 
round the ill-fated city. Now and then two or three may be 
seen strolling along — already with the air of easy triumph — 
followed by the curious glances of the Sons of the Prophet, 
who scarcely thought six weeks ago that they would bo thus 
seeing their streets paraded by a conquering Giaour. The 
Russian generals are staying at the Hotels Royal and ilisseri, 
and may also be seen dining at the clubs. 

The works outside are being very strongly fortified, especially 
at Tchataldja, where the Russians are massing their troops 
with the greatest vigour. Riding out to their camp last 
Saturday, the road presented a pitiable spectacle. Bead 
horses lay at almost eveiy hundred yards, and hero and 
there some •uTetched animal, more like a skeleton than a 
horse, generally badly wounded, dragged itself along. One 
creature I noticed quietly cropping the grass at the roadside 
with one leg broken and its entrails brushing the dust. Such 
animal suffeiing is bad enough to see, but the refugees, still 
swarming in, bring us face to face uitb terriblo human misery. 
It is perhaps a matter of wonder to some why they should 
leave their homes and their property to travel far and roughly, 
and then find no rest ; but the solution is possibly to bo found 
in the behaviour of the Circassians, who are certainly qnito 
as much accountable for Turkish distress ns the Mu.scovite. 
Those rufiians arrive at n rilla^ with exaggerated tales of 
Russian violence — how the neiglilwuring village has been 
first sacked and then burnt after all the inhabitants have 
l>een mnrdcrcd, A'c. — a product of their fertile imaginations 
— and so work on the mind.s of tho villagers that the Kninia- 
khan generally gives warning, and tho result is a total exodus 
— with the exception of Messieurs les Circassiens, who stay 
an honr later to plunder the now empty houses, and ride off 
cnricheil with the Iwt acquiitsl by this ruse! One thing 
they are very careful of, and that is, never, if ponsiblo, to bo 
uithin reach of a Russian baiter. 
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riio ofTect. of a guilty coascieuco is VL*ry ajigaroni in llic case of 
these gentry, and perhaps is ofttai an active agent in ilio 
tlight of the Poinachs, most, of whom are more or less im- 
])licaied in the first massacres. Of conr.se, when the guilty 
have fled, the innociait do not care to remain and receive 
the punishment, which would most' likely fall to them, and 
so they fly, one and all — such a flight, jis jn-obably has not 
been seen for years. Wc were watching tliem come in last 
Friday, and surely a more ]»ite.ou.s spoetaelo could not be 
found. A cold — bitterly cold — d.ay, with the north tvind 
driving down a .storm of sleet and .snow from the moun- 
tains, to add one more sheet to the snow-.shroud already lying 
deep over the face of the country. 'J’oiling along, wearily, 
li.stlessly, scarcely caring to trail one foot after another, the 
m’etched fugitives wind along the streets, some — the fortu- 
nate — to find shelter in.stsdiles, onthonses, or .some .such cover, 
sonic to sink on the way, and some — do not count them the 
worst off — to sleep softly in the snow outside for the last 
time. 

Lll the hoiTors of ancient history arc here being re-enacted in 
the face of onr advanced civilization, women killing their 
children to prevent them from sulTcrings like their own, 
fathers stabbing their daughters, husbands their wives, to 
save them from the llnssians and their own Circas.sians — 
flight swift and sudden, generally with no change of clothing, 
and often on foot, through the most rough and perilous 
countiy, and then to ai-rive in their capital like this ! Look 
at the party now passing. First comes an old woman — she 
cannot be younger than sixty — with, her loose pantaloons 
tucked up to the knee, and a pair of ivoodcn sabots on her 
stocldngless feet ; with a stall in one hand and a rope in the 
other, tied to the homs of two oxen, she tramps wearily 
through the mud and slush, as perhaps she has done for 
hours. The oxen, lean and emaciated, can scarcely drag the 
clumsy, wooden-axled waggon over the uneven road. It is 
filled with, what may strike a first observer as rags — mat- 
tresses and two or three chairs. Look closer ! The rags 
hide pinched and haggard faces : a young woman nursing ■ a 
little hahy, sheltering it from the cold at the .expense of her 
VOL. II. Ji Ai 
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own besom, and two little girls; they are jammed between 
the mattresses and two chairs, and very likely have not 
changed their cramped position for many honrs, as the snow 
lies thick on the coarse Bulgarian cloth that covers their 
heads; and these, be assured, are considered the lucky ones. 
Some mast walk, half starving, a week or more, with scarcely 
a rag to warm them. 

Behind the waggon comes an old man, blind, and leaning on 
the neck of a shaggy little pony, on which are seated a girl 
and a boy ; and lastly a younger man, probably the father of 
the baby in the araba, a man in the prime of life, once 
strong and vigorous, as his gi’cat frame and deep, bare, 
shaggy breast show plainly, but now bowed with excessive 
fatigue, and leaning on a stout stick. His step is uncertain, 
and the rough swathing worn by the peasants round their 
feet is almost completely worn away from his. Suffering is 
written in every lino of his face, which has the white-drawn 
look one is getting to know so well, and which only comes 
from the combined effects of aentest physical tension and 
mental anxiety. I cannot venture to give him money, for to 
give to one is to grant a claim to all — Heaven knows what a 
good ono they have I — and to establish a precedent which 
would surround us in an instant with fifty others in tjuito as 
evil n case as tliis man. As I turn away, a Turk growls out, 
“It is the doing of him, and his” — meaning tho Knglish. 
In fact tho feeling hero is painfully strong against Kngland; 
fear is tho only sentiment with which they now regard us ; 
love is lost and respect is follow iug it, owing greatly to tho 
Russian influence, which is pcr|>ctunlly at work disparaging 
England and Knglish actions. The episode of the attempted 
entrance and subsequent retreat of our fleet from the Dar- 
danelles gave rise to many reflections in tho Turkish mind — 
whether true or not it is not for mo to discuss — and by it tho 
prestige of Kngland ccrtiinly sank ^evonll degrees, ns wit- 
nessed by tho in.sulting plncartl iK).sted on tho Knibassy gates. 
Ihi.s gratuitous piece of insohujce was veiy Birnificimt ; in 
fact, for two or three days every Turk inquired clmfllngly, 
“ Where is your fleet ?” and the Greeks took np tho stnun. 
Such was tho Valentino which Kngland had the honour of 
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eceiving at lier Em'bassy from lier old love, Russia, this 
jear ; for it is notorious that the placards were printed and 
posted hy Russian agents. Considering that the Russians 
are now actually in the town, the quiet that reigns is rather 
extraordinary. 

)ne anecdote, showing the state of the town, before closing this 
letter. Three Englishmen wnre out shooting on Friday, and 
wRen within ten minutes’ walk of their o^ivn house, were 
attacked hy Pomacks, who drew knives and demanded their 
valuables. One of the party having a revolver produced it, 
but, from the extracting rod having slipped into one of the 
chambers, it would not revolve, and was, consequently, use- 
less. Perceiving this at once, one of the Pomacks walked 
coolly up, first took the pistol, and then relieved the party of 
theii- watches and purses, and let them depart — “with pockets 
light as the Pomack’s heart.” Ro redress wns possible, 

: CoufSTANTiNOPLE, February 27 ih . — The conditions of peace are 
now sufficiently well known to enable one to form a judgment 
upon them. They are, no doubt, heavy ; but, assuming them 
to be accepted by Turkey, the practical question is how far 
they ought to commend themselves to England. The question 
how far they affect English interests is one which naturally 
will occupy the first place in Parliament, in discussing it, 
however, the nation ought not to lose sight of the considera- 
tion of how far these conditions will affect Russia herself and 
South-Eastern Europe generally. 

For the sake of the Turkey in Europe which remains, as 
■well as for that of the inhabitants of Asia Minor, it is 
gTcatly to be desired that the large indemnity which Russia 
demands shall be lessened. Bad government has screwed and 
wrung almost the last piastre out of the population of Tmkey, 
has rendered dozens of villages in Asia Minor desolate, has 
completely destroyed many branches of industiy in the 
■country, and still hampers almost all those which exist to 
such an extent as to handicap producers. To increase the 
burdens of those already suffering is terrible. If the money 
came out of the possession of the ring of Pachas I should 
not have a word to say, but it vdll be taken mostly 
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from people "svlio not only are not responsible ”for tlie Tvar, bnt 
have nnshed God-speed to the invader. The severe lesson 
which has been given to the Turks may make them take a 
thought and mend. 

The recent dismissal of the Chamber of Deputies docs not look 
very much like it, but at the dictation of the Conference 
such an institution may become permanent in Turkey, and 
the proceedings of the Chamber were really the most hopeful 
signs that Turkey has ever shown. The experiment of bring- 
ing men from various parts of the empire, even when these 
men were all more or less Government nominees, and of 
expecting them to be content ^vith the existing state of 
things, failed ludicrously. It became evident, as I stated 
at the end of last Session and at the beginning of the 
present, that the Pachas wonld have to get rid of tho 
Chamber, or tho Chamber would get rid of them. If tho 
Conference will provide that the Chamber shall become a 
necessary part of tho Government, I think it may bo trusted 
to got tho Pachas into order. 

In tho Chamber the Christians and tho Arabs played tho most 
prominent part, and if it meets again those, by far tho most 
able populations of the empire, will become tho most power, 
ful. It is undesirable that their elTorts for reform and for 
pure administration should ho weighed down by a financial 
burden which the country cannot carry. Tlie warindemnitv, 
too, would give Russia a good deal of opportunity of inter- 
foring iiith tho Government of Turkey. In the interests of 
tho country it is desirable that there should l>c tho ]ea.«!t 
possible ground for such interference. ‘Without being a 
Russophobe, I should, to tho utmost of my power, insist 
that the less occasion that could be given to Ilussia to inter, 
fere with the Govcmincnt of tlio country, the better for 
English intercst.s, and for the interc.sts of tho inhabitants of 
what has hitherto l)eon the Tnrkiali empire. 

The Greeks of the cai)it.al have been delighted to find that in 
England and in Gennany there is a disposition not to allow 
their claims to he ovcrlookwl. It is expedient as well as 
right that tho just claims of tho Greeks should be earefnlly 
consideriHl at the reorganiiation of South-Enstem Eimijio 
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wliich is iilmiil. io lie inndc. 1i is riclit boemisc the Greeks 
of Tlu'ssaly, hlpirtis, Mnet'donia. and Creio outrld- not to he 
nllmved io remain under sueh mnl-i real, meni — misgovernraent 
is {oil mild a word— -as they have endured during the last 
twenty years. It is ex]iedieut heeause (he Greeks of Greece 
evidentlv have no intention of alh»win<; their fcdlow-eountry- 
men in enslaved Grceee to remain without help. Leave 
CIreoee out of aeeonnt, and the Lastern (ihiestion will not be 
laid to rest as it, ought, to bo f«n* some year.s. 

There are, however, other reasnu.s why 10nro]K’ ought not. to 
allow the Gret'k.s to be forerotten. 'I'hev are bv tbeir numbers, 
tbeir history, and their iutelligonce, the first lueo in the 
Empire, Tried by almost any test they an* worthy of con- 
sidorati<m. iSTt* met! in 'furkoy bus made snob ])rogrcHS. I 
doubt, whether any rat^c in Europe, situated ns the Grcek.s of 
Turke.y were half a eentury ago, has done so much foi* its 
own educat ion. Almost all Gi'ccks read and ^\T^lc. lOlcmeutaiw 
schools have boon establi.shod in every Greek village; high 
schools for both soxe.s, and litoniry soeietie.s, in the large towns. 
^Vbat has been done for education has come out of the 
])ockets of well-to-do Gi'coks, who arc tannted with want 
of patriotism boeansc they do not often go to live in Greece. 
Their intelligence is shown by the fact that the Greek mer- 
chants hold their own in every capital in Europe. They have, 
during the last generation, made a progre.ss both in wealth 
and in civilization which is without parallel in Europe. 
jMoreover, while the Turkish race is diminishing in numbers 
ai-onnd tliora, the}* arc increasing. Their language is the 
finest in the Empire, and is I’apidly being brought hack to a 
perfection which it has not known for 1,500 years. Their 
■ historical traditions, and even their Church, give them aspira- 
tions and a national unity which no other race in Turkey 
possesses. In Constantinople they are probably ten times as 
numerous as the Bulgarians, and that city will, in all likeli- 
hood, again become the capital of a Greek State. Urdess 
there is to he a war, the latter event is in the distance. If ' 
there should he a general war, probably Turkey will drop 
altogether out of the map of Europe. 

The important point to , he remembered is that the legitimate 
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hopes of the Greehs shotild now be so far satisfied that they 
may continue to mahe their- progress withont such jealonsy 
and envy of Bulgaria as n'iH interfere with the peace of the 
next few years. "We have arrived at a stage in the history of 
the downfall of the Ottoman Empire, and in making the new 
departure it is important that everything should be cleared 
for easy running during the next stage. I do not share the 
jealousy which some of the Greeks display of the progress of 
Bulgaria ; but it is easy to recognize that this jealousy is 
natural, and that the possibility of Constantinople falling 
into the hands of any race but theirs is one which should 
cause a good deal of alarm. If there should be any danger, 
as during the first few years of its histoiy is quite probable, 
that Bulgaria should he under the influence of Russia, the 
best counterpoise against undue Sclav interest would bo nn 
extended Greek influence. Whether the Greek provinces I 
have named be added to Greece or be formed into autonomous 
States which must inevitably belong to Greece, the Greek 
populations may be trusted to net together, and from tho 
onti-Bussian point of view, a strong Greece will bo a useful 
barrier, 

If Roumania and Greece arc independent, and Bulgaria rid of 
tho fear of being rc-absorbed into Turkey, every year will see 
these states becoming more populous and nnti-Rus.sian. There 
■svill bo loss room than there has ever been for Russian 
intrigues. Three barriers will have been created ngaiirst 
Russian progress scinthward — three barriers ^^hich every 
year n-ill become stronger — and if tho stage wo are now 
entering on last but twenty years, they mav be strong 
enough of themselves to resist Russian invasion, if such he 
attempted. • 

On the 14th of February, tho British Fleet, under the com- 
mand of Vice-Admiral Hornby, again entered the Danlanelles 
and p.assing into the Sea of Mariimm, took np nn nncliomgc 
ofT Prince’s Islands. The oflicml staternent of the object of this 
inijKJrtant movement was that it was rendered cxinidient by the 
necessity fur providing for the safety of British subjects in Con- 
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starntinople. The following letters from a correspondent on 
the shores of the Dcardanelles relate to matters which perhaps 
more than any others, at this period, occupied the attention of 
Europe ; — 

: : G-allipolt, Fehmary 27th . — ^The Turks, if necessary, can 
niake a stronger resistance on the Gallipoli fortifications than 
is generally supposed. Though Constantinople is virtnally 
in the hands of the Russians, Gallipoli is far from being 
similarly situated -unthont a severe struggle. Twenty-two 
thousand Turkish trooj)s are now in the lines of the fortifica- 
tions, vdth fifty Krupp cannong of large calibre on the modern 
system, and thirty- six on the old system. Ammunition trains 
are constantly leaving for the lines, notvdthstanding the pro- 
bability of the preliminaries of peace being speedily signed. 
Three ironclads of the British Fleet, vdth Vice-Admiral Com- 
merell on board, are now here. The Flamingo is at Rodosto. 
Three other vessels of the fleet are at the Gulf of Ismid, 
^vith Admiral Hornby, and three more are cruising between 
Enos and the north-western coast of the Gallipoli Peninsula, 
in the Gulf of Saros, watching the movements of the R’ussians. 
Small-pox is greatly prevalent, especially amongst the refugees 
here. The sailors and marines of the fleet are not allowed on 
shore in consequence of the* prevalence of this epidemic. 
Zabit Pacha, the commandant at Gallipoli, has orders to leave 
for Examile, a village on the other side of the fortifications, to 
meet the Russian delegate and arrange the neutral ground, 
the lines of demarcation proposed being two miles on each 
side of Examile. 

: : Gallipoli, March 1st . — The feeling here is not so universally 
in favour of peace as it is in Constantinople. The evacuation 
of the Tchataldja-Chekmejeh lines convinced the Turks in 
Constantinople that it was the decree of Allah that they 
should be vanquished, and the most sceptical Turk in the 
capital gave up all hope of any assistance from England. 
Even the passage of the Dardanelles by the fleet and its 
anchoring off Prince’s Islands did not change this conviction 
to any great extent, as everybody felt sure that had England 
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meant to render assistance it ironld Tiave come too late, as the 
Russians Tvere to all intents and purposes in Constantinople. 
In Gallipoli, hou'ever, I find that the Turks still cling to the 
hope that their old ally rvill help them if the conditions of 
peace he too hard. Although they incline to the belief that 
England has very little sympathy for Turkey left, yet they 
feel sure that if British interests be interfered -with she ■will 
declare war with Russia. 

If yon tell a Turk hero that the two huge ironclads now lying 
in sight from my ^vindow are here to protect British subjects 
in case of a disturbance, ho null correct yon, and say, “ No, 
not British subjects, British interests.” In addition to the 
ironclads here there are three at the Gulf of Ismid, one of 
which is the Alexandra, with the admiral on board. There 
is the i''lamingo at Rodosto, and three others cruise about in 
the Gulf of Saros, between Enos and Capo Bakla Burun. 
These ironclads are watching the movements of the Russians, 
and their cannon could bo brought to command the plain of 
I^avak, through which the Russians would have to pass in 
case of an advance towards the fortifications. ■ 

Although there is reason to believe that the preliminaries of 
peace will speedily be concluded, and arc possibly signed at 
the time of u-riting, yet the Turks aro remarkably vigilant 
hero. Almost evorj' day ammunition trains leave for the for- 
tifications, and there arc now 22,000 Turkish troops in the 
lines. In the fortifications tlicrc are upwards of 100 cannon, 
fifty of which arc Kriijip guns of hca^'y calibre. It will be 
thus seen that if necessary the Turks can maintain a very 
strong resistance at this point. Zabit Pacha, the military 
commandant of Gallipoli, has rcccivcil instructions to go to 
Examile, a village about ten miles on the other side of the for- 
tifications, in onlcr to arrange, with two Russian oflicers 
awaiting his arrival there, the lines of domareation. Examile 
will Ikj the i>oint selected to mark tlio lino of demarcation, 
and is situated on the road from Playar to Kavak, it being 
understood that the Kussian.s ocenpy jwvitinns two and a linlf 
kilometres (tuo miles) from Kxaniile on the Kavak side, 
vhilo the Turks remain at a similar distance on the side of 
Playar. 
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When T was a< Jim] osio nn tin' nli. T found (liorc innontrst- 
ih',' Kub'sian oO'K'i'Vsn vcrv tr<‘)U‘rnl oonviflinu (hat (lie Russians 
won* about to enter the r!i]>i(al. Avoport upon p;ond authority 
was eireulated that, that niorniny 30,(’b(^> troojis, under tlie 
(irand Duke Xieholas, had j;oue to (’ons(antino]ile. Tlio day 
before five battalions had left. Rodosto for Selivri, about half- 
way between Rodosto and the eajiital. This served to. 
strenirthcn the report of the .Ivussian oeeU]iation, a report 
which 1 also found enrrent on niy arrival at Gtillijioli. 
Indeed, the RnoHsh Cfinsul here (old me he had received it 
upon good authority. 

SnndI-])o\-, e.spceially in (he houses where the refugees are 
quartered, is very jirevalent here. Amongst the victims is 
^ifr. Lucas, who was the eorrcsjiondent of one of your con- 
temjioraries at Gallipoli, Jlo died ten day.s ago. Tlierc are 
daily deaths among.st, the rcfngee.s from this disease, but the 
number of death.s is not so large ns it was a fortnight since, 
'j'hc sailors and marines from the Jirit.ish IGeet are not allowed 
to land in case the small-pox .should be communicated to those 
on board. 

One battalion, about 450 strong, left yesterday for Crete, and 
t wo more Avill leave as soon a.s a steamer is placed at their 
di.sposition. 

Since the arrival of the fleet and the passage of Suleiman’s 
troops through Gallipoli, there has not lieen a sufficient supply 
of the neccssaric.s of life to satisfy the requirements of the 
regular inhabitauts, and when it is remembered that tbei’e 
are 5,000 families of refugees here from the Balkans, it cannot 
be a matter of .surprise that necessary articles of consumption 
cost to-day three times the price they commanded a month 
ago. It is only what one may call the luxuries of life in the 
shape of eatables that are to be met with for a reasonable 
price. Yestei'day, for instance, being unable to find anything 
else, I purchased a brace of plump partridges for 2s., and 
two dozen large oysters for 8d. It would probably have 
taken one an hour to find any one who would sell me a loaf 
of bread, but game of all kinds is hawked through the 
streets. Indeed, there could not be found a better field for 
speculation than Gallipoli under existing circumstances.' 
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leveral speculators arrived this morning, and arc going to 
trj and get through the lines to Keshan to supply the 
Russians there 'with provisions, Ac. If they succeed in 
reaching their destination, and in keeping up the means of 
communication for obtaining supplies, they ^ill make a small 
fortune. Apropos of Keshan, I am informed that ■when the 
Russians under General Komaroff and Prince Tchirkaski 
entered the town, they took away all the arms from the 
Turkish inhabitants, and handed them over to the Christians. 
The result was that the Christians began to plunder the 
Turkish houses, and burned several Turkish farms. Tlie 
Russians have no commissariat there, and the soldiers have 
to live on what they can get; of course the Turkish popula- 
tion suffer greatly. From an eyewitness of wliat is going on 
there, I hoar that the situation is hut little better than it 
was in Paris during the last days of the siege, when any 
animal that could ho met with was sold ns food, and consumed 
thankfully as such. 

Under the circumstances detailed it is of course a most ditTicuU 
task to provide for the wants of the refugees in Gallipoli. 
As far as possible, however, they arc assisted by the Govent- 
mont and by Jlr. Odoni, tlio English Consul. This gentleman 
represents the Compa.ssionatc Fund, and dirides tlio labour 
of relief irith the Turkish Government, the latter lookings 
after the male refugees while the Compassionate Fund gives 
sixty paras (alxuit 2^d.) a day to each woman, and thirty 
jwra.s to each child. Jlr. Odoni inform.s mo that lie distri- 
imte.s about 4,000 piastres daily. This relief, of course, in a 
great measure nlloriatcs the snfTerings of these iinfortunate.s, 
but the relief svonld be much greater if it were possible to 
distribute it in kind. Tlii.s cannot lie done, for there are not 
sufilcient bakers in Gallipoli to supply the requirements of 
the inhnbitanfs. Indeed, for fear of n bread riot, the bakers’ 
shops are all cIosckI, and it is only for n short time during the 
day that they open a jiart of their shutters, through uhieh 
they supply the eager claimants for fontl. 

1 nns present yesterday afternoon at ono of these distribution*!, 
and the sight was a pitiable one m the extreme. The l»aker 
v,a.s standing on a ladder inside of hi*t shop, in the tij)j)er |>.'irt 
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of tlie ban’icadcs of ■\vbicb ^vas an opening about tlie size of 
tbc door tlirougb -wliicb tbe public is supplied uutb raihvay 
tickets in England. This opening Avas just mthin the reach 
of a middle-sized man, but it Avas out of the reach of children 
and most Avomcn. A strong guard of soldiers Avas in front of 
the shop, AA'hich Avas besieged by an eager ci’oaaA of refugees, 
each AA'ith hands uplifted holding a caime of a piastre or tA^•o 
toAA’ai'ds the proprietor of the shop, Avho as rapidly as possible 
Avas handing out the bread and taking in the money. Pushing, 
hustling, and squeezing against each other, they all strove to 
reach the opening in the shutters. I did not notice any 
AN'omen amongst the croAvd ; indeed, if there had been any 
they AAnuld liaA^e stood a fair chance of being crushed to 
death ; but inund about its outskirts Avomen and children 
AA’ere sitting, anxiously Avaiting for a chance of getting near 
the opening in the baker’s shutters. One glance at their 
pinched and haggard faces Avas enough to tell the sad tale of 
AA'hat they had suffered. 

Amongst the croAvd I noticed particularly one stalAA^art Turk, 
AA"ho, though a naan of almost gigantic proportions, shoAved 
by his sunken eyes and holloAV cheeks that he had gone 
through great prwation. The expression of that man’s face 
as he forced himself through the croAA'd has fixed itself on 
my memory. It Avas an expression Avhich said as distinctly 
as if he shouted the Avords, “ Shall I be too late ? ” He 
kneAV Avell enough that before long the supply of bread A^'ould 
be exhausted and the porthole in the .shop Avould be closed. 
At last he succeeded in reaching it. He received tAvn loaves, 
and at once commenced gnaAA^ing at one like a ravenous dog 
at a bone, holding on to the loaf AAuth one hand Avhile he 
forced for himself a passage through the croAvd Avith the 
other. His expression uoaa’’ an'us one of contentment. It Avas 
to me a matter of some surprise that the eager candidates for 
bread did not come to bloA\'S ; but during the quarter of art 
hour that I A^ns a spectator of this scene only once did the 
soldiery forcibly interfere. 

It appears that the soldiers are not alloAsnd to purchase bread 
from the bakers, as it is supposed that the rations AAuth Avhich 
they are supplied are suflicient for their requirements. But 
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jt^-ithstandin" this, Tvhilst I Tvas looking on a soldier tried 
to force his •way through the crowd towards the baker. He 
■was seen by Rome of the soldiers on guard in the act of 
endeavouring to purchase a loaf. They immediately arrested 
him, threw him on the ground, and, in spite of his stubborn 
resistance, three men quickly had his hands pinioned behind 
him, and led him off towards the police-station. Then it 
■was — and then only — that a Turkish officer — a disgrace to 
the uniform he 'W’ore — who had been looking on during the 
affray, walked up and struck the prisoner several severe 
blows on the face and head wHh his fists. I have had nearly 
two years’ experience 'with the Turks, and have never before 
seen Turkish officers treat their men ■with anything bnt kind- 
ness. They are all fighting for a common cause, fighting 
with heavy arrears of pay due to them, and often upon very 
short rations. 

In the letter below a correspondent at Rustchuk describes 
le surrender of that town to General Todlobon in accordance 
nth the terms of the armistice : — 

r Rustchuk, Febninr)/ 21sf. — Rnstchnk was given up to the 
Russians yesterday. About 3 r.ir. General Todlobon, com- 
manding in the place of the Ccsarcwitch, accompanied by 
some 200 of the staff, and followed by n brigade of infantry, 
two batteries of artillery, and four sotnins of Cos.sacks, ad- 
vanced to take possession of the town. They •\vcro met on 
the outskirts by a deputation of miserable-looking beings, 
Bulgarians, who welcometl them n.s saviours, Ac., lint or cap 
in hand. Tlio General addrcsscil thorn in a few kind and 
warning words, shaking his finger at them the while, ns if 
telling them to Iwliavc themselves properly. Some week or 
so ago, before the evacuation, looking through our glasses at 
the toum from the batteries opposite at Sloliosia that had 
done all the l>omb:inling, my fnend commanding the Russian 
artillery told me they had spareil the buildings ns much ns 
jwssible, and only aimed at tlio Iwttcries. 

:lut while wc found that many of the latter along the river 
banks} had been effectually silenced by n wcll-diri'cted fire, wo 
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found also tliat tlie tomi itself liad suffered far more tlian 
Giurgevo. About every third house in the western quarter 
showed sigms of having received anything hut pleasant visitors. 
The centre of the town suffered most. The Grande Place 
looked especially desolate, though now crowded with the 
horses and carts of the transport train. On one side was the 
empty skeleton of the Konak, formerly a handsome and im- 
posing building, standing scorched, and blurred, and totter- 
ing: the barracks sadly battered on the other. Opposite 
to them the buildings, whatever they were, had entirely dis- 
appeared in a heap of rubbish covering an acre of ground. 
On the fourth side stood the remains of a large building, the 
orphan asylum, and the relics of the principal mosque. The 
outer walls were reduced to an indistinguishable mass of 
crumbled bricks and mortar. The more solidly built body 
and dome had resisted the shot and shell, but presented a 
terribly shattered appearance. Perched on the top of half a 
minaret that remains, a few pigeons looked down mournfully 
on the ruins beneath. A little to the right again of the 
Grande Place, all the houses are riddled and blown inside 
out in a marvellous manner. 

The only inhabitants now are a few dogs occasionally growling 
at each other over some yet dainty morsel. Most of the 
houses in the street leading out of this quarter have caught 
a chance shell or two, and the loss among the inhabitants 
has been rather heavy. As the Russian troops entered on the 
western side, through mud almost knee deep, they must have 
wondered somewhat at the results of their comrades’ fire 
from the Roumanian side of the river ; for their OAvn shots, 
flying over the outlying forts, failed to reach in any case be- 
yond the ditch of the enceinte of the town. 

Shortly after the entry of the Russians the last two regiments of 
Turkish soldiers marched out towards Shumla, accomijanied by 
one or two Russian staff officers, beyond the neutral zone. They 

. were a particularly flue soldierlike set of men, many of whom 
wondered why, never yet beaten in battle, and without being 
short of proMsions, they should have to give up such a 
strong place to their enemies without a fight. But their 
cxtraoi’dinary belief in Kismet ingrained in them by their 
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eligion, accounts, perhaps, for the dignified nonchalance ndth 
which many an old Turk looks upon the Bnssian passers-by. 
The Russian soldiers seem to fraternize readily with such of 
their enemies as remain in the to'>rn ; and I have seen more 
than ono case of Turk and Rnss w'alking hand in hand along 
the streets. I found that the English and French Consuls 
and all the Red Cross people had left a day or two before 
for Varna, so my expectations of hearing the incidents of the 
siege from my own countrymen were disappointed. 

!ntho hotels and inns there was plenty to eat, thongh not of a 
]a.vurioas kind or of great variety. This morning at the 
principal hotel, the General and some sixty officers sat dowiv 
to breakfast at a horscsboe table well laid ont ; but it was 
rather amusing to hear these officers ask for champagne and 
all kinds of wme, quite forgetting that though in an hotel, 
they were in a to^m that had been besieged for months. 
Provisions in the town, though not in much variety, were 
plentiful and cheap. The garrison could have held out from 
six weeks to two months longer. Extraordinary ns it may 
appear, since the influx of foreigners and provisions, oveir- 
thing has risen in price. Some Jews got permission to enter 
the to^\n before the Russians occupied it, and took all tho 
available shops and stores at a rent of n napoleon or two per 
month, and when tho wonld-bo cunning onc.s from Bucharest, 
who were waiting at Giurgevo till (he place was open, camo 
in yestcrtlny and tried to Iiirc 6torc.s, they found all already 
let, and to be relet at rents varying from r)0 (o 1100 iinpnleon.s 
per annum. As it is customary to pay rent in tlioso parts in 
niUnnce, tho long term of a year w fixerl, though most pcojdo 
nant to lake places only for two or three months. Ono pro- 
prictor, a Bulgarian, hn%'ing several Iioukcs, Mas pai-ticnlnrly 
exorbitant in his demands. One of his shops was cxtrcrnclv 
rvell situated and convenient, but he refnsed (o let tho shop 
by itfclf, in.sisting on letting the whole house, consisting of 
FOirie eight or nine gomlly-si/cd rooms, and n.sking’ GOO 
nn|>olfons j>cr annum. On looking over tho liouse, it A>ns 
found to be nscil ns u ho'-pital, full of t^qiliuK cases. It is to 
IfO linpetl, for (he sake of the licstith of tho town, that he may 
not lower his price till all opportunity of letting has passed. 






This morning, after a general scrutiny of the place and its 
fortifications, General Tocllcheii left for Giurgovo and 
Bucharest, en route for Bussia, leaving General Prince 
Doudaholf KorsalcoiT in command. Tlio latter has quartered 
very few li'oops in the town, only four battalions, and two 
squadrons of Cossacks, suflicient for sentries in the enceinte 
and in the principal streets. He told mo ho thought it a bad 
thing to bring troops in from camj) life in a campaign into a 
town, as they not only get into trouble and rows, but become 
unfit for service again at once. 

This morning an inspection was made of all the fortifications. 
The oijtlying forts, no fewer than forty in number, are e.x- 
ceodingly well situated, every advantageous feature of the 
ground having been made the most of ; while the construction 
of the interior of these earthworks excited univoi’sal wonder 
and admiration. Thorough protection is afforded to the 
garrison when not actually working the guns. They are well 
housed under covei’, in well-built casemates of timber below 
the parapets. There are also well-built shell stores and 
powder magazines, and every arrangement for a lengthy 
sojouiTi in these earthworks, can-ied out ndth as great skill 
and care as in any forti’ess that has taken years to build with 
masonry, and yet all these subterranean arrangements are 
well and most commodiously built with timber and earth. 
Preparations had been made to hold the place to the last in 
anticipation of an assault, though after the experiences of 
Plevna the besieging army would have found it a very hard 
nut to crack. Between the outlying forts and the old enceinte 
the ground is cut up into innumerable small fields, the banks 
and ditches of which form row upon row of excellent trenches 
for a defending force ; while the outlying streets of the town 
had been prepared for ban-icades.' 

While the Turks held Rustchuk and Widdin they could feel 
that they had almost as strong a hold on Bulgaria as the in- 
vaders; and in the event of complications arising and any 
Btu’opean Power interfering, they might, with the help of 
these strongholds, have regained every inch of the province 
they had lost. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE RISING OF THE GREEKS. 

Corfu and the Corfiotes.— England’s Obligations. — The Greek Conscription. — 
Athen«. — Uiot and Change of Ministry.— The Greek Anny on the Frontier. 
— Insurrection in Thessaly. — Hopes of English Aid. — Dread of the Turkish 
Fleet. — Position of Syria.— Crete and the Cretans. — The Position of Thes- 
R.aly — No Quarter from the Turks. — Kpiras. — Public Escitement. — Armyros. 
— The Insurgent He-ulquartcrs. — The Dc.aJ Lock.^ — The Turkish Irregulars. 
— Their Mode of ITarf.are. — Sourp — The Imorgent Chief, Yalenta. — The 
“Sacred Band” of Thebes. - Cruelties of the Turks. — lla'sim Agn. — 
Outrages by the Turki'h Naral Forces. — KicolaiJcs and his r.aml of Volun* 
tcere,— The Three Chief Centres. — Anaiety reganlmg Bossia.— Ch.alcis.— 
Turkish Prisonera at Miotrcla. — Retom of Volunteer Combatants — Tlie 
Moiie of Campaigning.— Volunteers bound for Macedonia.— Oencml Sontzo’s 
Force. 

Altbocgii tilo rising of flio Greeks and fLc avnr in Thessaly and 
Eptrns are only incidentally connected aa-ith tlio great struggle 
botwcon Russia and Turkey, the im|»orlant position as.TUmed by 
the Grtvk nationality in relation to the rc»settlement of Sonth. 
Eastern Europe, gia*c.s snlficient interest to the following 
►cries of letters to justify tlieir finding n place in this 
a'olunie. 

Coinu, Fehruanj llf/i. — Tho fertile island of Corfn, 
avith its gardens and oha'c groa-c.s, its fortified capital and 
busy shipping, fonns a enrioun contrast to the aadld inont.ains 
of Albania, avhieh shut in flic e.isteni anew. Hero is a a'cra* 
g.mlen of delight and fertility; there, yonder, a tract of 
stem, desolate rock, avith feaa- a illages to dot the mountain 
side, and avith long line.s of gleaming snow, stretchcil out 
alKjvo tho lower background of griHui and grea*. How near 
tho opjxisitP coa.st seems to bo in this bright ntmosjdicre of 
Xorthom Greece. Hoav calm the n.irrow strait avliieh sejia- 
rates Corfn from the mninland of Alltfinia. Jt is a seeno 
aahich I think is .scarcely •equalletl by imy of tho fanniU!* bajs 
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and harbours of ihe world, h}* New "i.hu'k, or the .Bay of 
Nnjdes. or even by the unlrauce lo the ]3o.spliorus fi’oin Ihc 
Sea of ^Marmora. 

But 1 hough Corfu is very lovely as a nal tmtl sccuo, and though 
the frowning raiujiaris of Ihe citadel loll of many bycgono 
wars, ihere is not the oxeiteinent. here just, now which wc at 
home n.ssoeiate with these stirring times. The i.shnul is neutra- 
li/cd, and its fortress is without modern artillery. Only the 
night before lasd ihe remainder of the troojis .stationed here 
took their departure for another point, on Greek territory, 
nciirer to the passible .scene of action. ^Military stores have 
been removed, tmd everything done lo kecj) Corfu strictly 
within the lituiis of nouli-ality, whatever Greece, as a whole, 
may be obliged to do. 'rhe island is not., in fact, to serve as 
a base of oj)cialions to the h)rccs of King George, and its 
inhabitants may look at the Turkish territoiy so near to 
them without any anxious mi.sgivings about Zcibecks and 
Bashi-Bar.ouks. 

The whole place (except the ancient citadel) could be overrun 
and plundered by a force from Albania, if national faith 
wore thrown to the winds ; but there lies an English gunboat 
in the roadstead — Her ^Majesty's ship Raind — and she would 
liavc something to say to such a Turkish expedition. We 
are bound to see that no harm comes to the Corfiotes, for it 
is by aiTangcment with England, at the time of the cession 
of the Ionian I.slands, that no guns are mounted on those 
Venetian i-amparts that have so often baffled the Turks when 
in the pride of their strength and fury. The Corfiotes of 
to-day have no siege to fear, and no danger to apprehend for 
their pleasant farms and fertile gardens. But they have paid 
their blood tax to the Hellenic Kingdom ; they have cheer- 
fully taken a part in sending their best and dearest to the 
doubtful chances of military service. The troops which 
departed on Saturday were men of the reserve, the last call, 
if I mistake not, before the National Guard itself would be . 
summoned. There was much cheering when they marched 
to the place of embarkation, and what might be called a very 
good feeling exhibited by all classes. But this conscrijption 
had borne heavily on the Corfiotes, and many lads of the 
VOL. II. K X . 
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•wealthier families were shonlderin" a rifle in the ranks. So 
no wonder that bright eyes were dimmed with tears in 
the balconies as they passed, and that scores of women 
moved sadly away after the noise and the confusion were 
over. 

I will not attempt to speak of Greek politics from this corner 
of the kingdom, but will wait until I get somowboro nearer 
headquarters. The Greek Company’s boats are taken up 
by the Government for carrying troops, and tho only way 
to go fonrard is hy an Austrian steamer to Syra and the 
Pirtens. As far as I can mako ont, the Greeks arc almost 
stupefied hy tho rapid course of events in Turkey. They 
know not what to do, bnt are resolved not to abandon their 
kindred beyond tho frontier to Turkish rule, if thoy can pos- 
sibly avoid it. Tho moment is very trying for tho people 
and their rulers, and needs both firmness and prudence to 
bring tbem safely througb. 

• • Athexs, Fehruary l-ith . — ^Tho Greeks aro wofully puzzled 
by tho turn which events havo taken. TJioy liavo waited for 
lingland to move, and havo waited m vain ; thoy havo 
counted on Russian support, as a last resource, and seem to 
haN*o reckoned ivithont tlioir host. In a word, they aro 
almost as completely at sea ns tho English Government itself, 
which is saying a good deal. Kow that Turkey is beaten 
and that Russia Ls inclined, ns it appears, to let her old enemy 
survive, upon certain conditions, tho Greeks nro clearly “ out 
of tho running,” so far ns Jlnscorito help i.s concerned. 
There was a moment, just after tho fall of Plevna, when 
Greece might havo taken part in tho war with advantage to 
herself. But that favourable moment was allowed to slip, 
and it was only when stung to madness by the feeling of l)oing 
utterly ignored in tho nrmi«lico negotiations that tho Greeks 
at length resolved on actiop. 

Yon have recently heard, by telegraph, liow there was a sort of 
riot in Athens and a change of Jtiriistry and an niR'nnco to 
the Thess.alian frontier. You have alho heard, I doubt not, 
liow tho foreign representative? worked upon Couinoun- 
douros to induce him to hold his hand. If Greece persisted 
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in attacking Turkey ske was to be left to ber fate — Syra and 
tbe Piraeus were to be at tbe tender mercy of Hobart Pacba, 
and tbe Englisbbuilt fleet of tbe Sultan was to work its 
will, far and wide, upon tbe Greek seaports. Tbis threat 

• was enough to cause tbe invasion of Thessaly to be counter- 
manded, and, after a few days of horrible panic at Syra, 
things settled down again into their ordinaiy course. The 
Greek army remained upon the frontier, and there it still 
remains, eager for a second order to advance. The Greek 
people continued its warlike preparations, and everything on 
the political horizon was as dark and confused as before. 
Whatever the politicians of Athens may have intended, the 
Christians of Thessaly have been thoroughly aroused by 
hearing that their countrymen were so near at hand, and the 
insurrection has spread from village to village with surprising 
rapidity. 

It will be very difficult for Greece to stand by and see these 
Thessalian insurgents reduced to submission at the point of 
the bayonet. Yet how is King George’s army to deal at the 
same time with both Russia and Turkey ? That is what it really 
comes to. At any rate, the Greeks in general appear to think 
so. They fully accept the theory of an alliance between Turk 
and Muscovite, and they sigh over the blindness of England 
in not warmly supporting the Hellenic factor in the Eastern 
Question. Of course there may be some blindness on their 
own part in thus thinking. I only give you the current 
opinion for what it is worth. But certainly on returning, as 
I have, to Greece at a very critical moment, there is nothing 
which strikes me so much as the tone of angry disappoint- 
ment about Russia, and the hope, so freely expressed, that 
England will now make common cause with the Greeks. 
Hothing would be more popular in Greece just now than a 
war, with England as an ally, against both Turkey and 
Russia together. 

It is very cold 'whilst I write, and the mountains are covered 
with snow. But there is a clear sky overhead, and a pleasant 
glow of sunshine to justify the reputation of the Athenian 
climate. We had fine weather all the way from Corfu to 
Cape Matapan, and then a strong westerly wind with torrents 

N N 2 
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of rain, wliich continued for the remainder of the voyage to 
Syra. At that busy port things were not particularly cheer- 
ful. The weather was gloomy, and the inhabitants had 
scarcely recovered from their panic of a week ago. Tliey 
still half expected the arrival of Turkish ironclads, although 
some one, to encourage them, had invented the report that 
the whole Turkish fleet had been bodily handed over to 
Russia. Nay more, it was already manned by Russian sailors, 
and was about to give battle to Admiral Hornby. You can 
judge from such a specimen of Syra gossip how ready men 
were to believe anything and everything that went the way of 
their wishes. A Turkish fleet in Russian hands would bo a 
blockaded fleet before very long, and this w’as just w’hat the 
islanders desired. “ Save ns from Hobart,” was their cry, 
” and wo will pay what yon like towards a war on land.” 

The position of Syra is, in fact, very exposed to an enemy who 
had the command of the sea. The rich nnfortifled town lies 
conveniently near to a safe anchorage, where the bombarding 
fleet conld take up a snug berth in any state of wind and 
weather. All the commercial progress of forty years, all the 
comfortable houses and well-filled storerooms of the islanders, 
their shipyards, and their crowd of coasting craft might bo 
destroyed in a few hours, if a hostile squadron once began 
the fatal work. It seems to bo an understood thing among 
civilized nations that sailors arc privileged beings who may 
bum and destroy at pleasure, where (heir militmy friends 
would be called brutes for firing a shot. No plea of defence- 
les.sncss is admitted to protect yon from ironclads. There i.s 
almost a feeling of scientific gusto in the way in which pro- 
fessional men talk of “opening firo with splendid cfTcct" at 
so many thou.sand yards. They seem to o.vi>cct the land- 
lubbers who suffer from this fire to enjoy tlio sense of doing 
some gowl in the world when they are used as targot.s for 
he.a^'y gun.s. 

Such being tlic ca-sc, no wonder that Sym was anxious at the 
thought of a visit from Uolnrt Pacha. No wonder that tho 
islanders derived comfort from seeing three foreign mcn-of* 
u-ar anchoretl in the harbonr. An Amstrian, a Gennnn, and 
an Italian vessel lay watching the town during my stay. Rut 
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iDeyond protesting ” and recording their protests at the 
different consulates, and taking their consuls on hoatd, I do 
not quite see what they would have done for Syra had the 
Turks really appeared. 

Athens itself is very empty. The military are all, or nearly all, 
away on the northern frontier.’ Many families have gone 
abroad to get out of possible danger. There are com- 
paratively few strangers in the hotels, and it is altogether 
a particularly dull winter season, in spite of the constant 
stir in politics and the angry bustle of the demonstrations 
in the latter part of January. Even the lively, quick- vdtted 
. Gi’eeks are not inclined to look over-cheerfully at their pre- 
sent position. 

Athens, February 1 Qth . — I wonder whether any person in 
. this city really knows what is passing beyond the Turlrish 
border. My o-\vn impression is that no one has the least idea 
how many insurgents are actually under arms, nor how many 
Turks are ready to oppose them, nor how much of the country 
is now freed from Turkish rule. - 
The Greek Government, which may make a shrewd guess at 
some of these details, is surprised, from hour to hour, by 
news of fresh risings in Thessaly and Epirus, whilst, as to 
Crete, that island seems to have thrown off all pretence of 
acknowledging the Sultan’s authority. The stone has been 
set rolling, and neither King George nor M. Coumoundouros 
can stop it, even if they would. These Greek provinces have 
suffered much in years gone by, and are, at last, thoroughly 
roused against their old oppressors. They are well provided 
vdth arms, and will not submit to be drilled into obedience 
without a desperate struggle. It is most of all in Crete that 
the Christians have now the upper hand. There are so few 
soldiers at the disposal of the Turkish Governor that he can 
only hold the fortified towns upon the sea-coast, and has not a 
chance, at present, of repeating the cruel exploits of Mustapha , 
Pacha among the up-country villages. Unless strong rein- 
forcements should be sent to Crete within the next few weeks 
the island will shake itself so completely free that Turkey 
would need a couple of campaigns to reduce it to submission. 
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All the small ontlying forts and block-honses wonld ho cap- 
tured, so that the Turks vrould have to begin again at the 
point v’here they found themselves in 1807. The cautions 
fort-building tactics of Hussein Abni Pacha and the delusive 
constitutional promises of Ali Pacha -would all have gone for 
nothing, and the Turks would have to recommence their con- 
quest at the very beginning. Though Crete is -nnder the 
disadvantage of being cut off from Greek assistance by the 
superiority of Turkey at sea, there is more than a balance for 
this in the rugged nature of the country and the warlike 
character of the inhabitants. Your Cretan is a man who has 
fought his master again and again nuth tolerable success, and 
who is ready, at a moment’s notice, to have another try. 
Give him plenty of arms and ammunition, and it will require 
an Osman Pacha, uuth half the Plevna garrison, to do much 
towards subduing him. When we remember what havoc was 
WTcmght among the Turks in 1867 by the rifles and muskets 
— some even flintlock muskets — which the insurgents tlicn 
possessed, wo may form a dim idea of what might now bo 
expected when Crete is well supplied -irith tlio best modem 
weapons. 

As for Thessaly, there is neither so favourable a formation of 
the country, nor so warlike a Christian population, to oppose 
the Turks. But Tliessaly is much better olf in one way than 
any other insurgent province. It is supported by the imme- 
diate presence of a disciplined Greek army, with cavalry and 
artillery, which conld cross the frontier in the casie.st manner 
possible, and bring fearful odds to bear upon those famous 
Turkish irregulars. Tlie frontier has been already juisscd 
and ropassed, ns every one knows, since this month of 
Pebmary began, and, with all their disadvantages, the Thes- 
salian insurgents are encouraged by the knowledge that 
countrymen of the Greek Kingclom are angry and armed and 
close at hand. There will bo trouble, you mar depend on it, 
if these same Thessalian insurgents are worsted by theTurk.s, 
which may very likely be the case. There will trouble of 
the simjile anti intelligible kind, which consists in nothing 
Ix'ing able to hold Imck the Greeks from interfering. They 
simply caimot stand hr to Fee their kiiulred Imtchcrctl within 
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Honiid of (he cries of tljc victims. ]^ip;lii, or Avrong', flic 
Hnl'icon wns crosscsl Avlion tlio Greeks nuike t.liciv forward 
inoveinenl early in tlie inontlu 'I’lionsaiuls of Tliossalians, as 
I liear. Hew to ann.s, lielioving tkai tlio day of dclivoraocc Avas 
at. liaad. and wlieii dijilomatic pros.stiro made the Greek army 
fall kaek to it.s own territory tlio political mischief had been 
done, '.rhcs-saly, hitherto Avavering, had chosen the ])ath of 
insurnAction, ntid nothing hiy before the Avretched Chri.stian 
A'illagor.s Avho had lints eoinmilted themselA'cs bnt Anctory or 
death. 

The Turks mtike Avar, ns nsnal, upon their grand old “hi.storic” 
jtltm of giving A'cry little quarter. WehaA'o constant, accounts 
of massacre and out rage, accounts Avhich may some of them 
be exaggcnited, bnt Avhich are, at any rale, bclicA'cd in Greece, 
and the national feeling is Avronght to the highest point. In 
such a state of affairs the ])osition of the Greek army, so near 
its foe yet. not. alloAvod to st.rikc, is terribly trjdng. It speaks 
Avell for the discipline of King George’s men that they can be 
hold in hand as much as they are. No Avonder that ayc liaA^o 
news of sevci'al desertions, in Avhich young soldiers, bnnring 
for action, have .slipped away OA'cr the frontier and joined the 
insurgent bands. It Avould bo impossible to preA’ent such 
nnauthorized A’oluntcering for special sei’Ance, and hoAA'ever 
A’cxed the military authorities may be at finding aAA'lcAvard 
gaps in the ranks, the nation is by no means di.spleascd to 
learn that the Thessalians are recehn'ng this round-about sort 
of help. 

Fi-om Epirus Ave only gather the outline of a situation full of 
danger and excitement. The Christians of that proAunce are 
.slowly but surely gliding into a general insurrection. There 
haA^e already been scA’-cral slight skirmishes ; and it is said 
that the Turks are eA’^oryAAdierc falling back to their fortified 
positions. This last detail I rather doubt, but they are cer- 
tainly in some danger should no help soon reach them, as the 
Christians are very numerous in comparison with the ruling 
caste, and have been Avell supplied AAuth breechloaders by 
friends at a distance. Whatever the exact value, in a military 
point of vieAv, of the Epirote movement, it vdll at least have 
the effect of preventing the despatch of any Turkish troops 
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from Sonthem Albania into Thessaly. It is there that the 
critical struggle of the day is to take place. If Thessaly can 
only be freed for a moment from the Turks, people here think 
that they unll not be allowed to return thither as masters. 
No Congress or Conference would re-impose them on a pro- 
rinco already free, nor would a formal request, a la mode des 
Pachas, with all its accompanying horrors, be for a moment 
tolerated. Every scrap of nows, therefore, from Thessaly is 
eagerly waited for in Athens and as eagerly discussed by high 
and low. 

The various telegrams flashed to Athens and to all Europe, 
which, ere you receive this letter, ivill have told yon of fight- 
ing in this and that village on tho Thessalian frontier, have 
produced a groat impression among tho Greeks. Public 
excitement is kept up by the thought that blood is being shed, 
women and children killed or mutilated, so near the outposts 
of tho national army. A strong effort is sure to bo made to 
induce the Government to let that army advance northwards 
again, and even if this effort should not Buccccd, there will 
bo a continued state of agitation and anxiety so long ns tho 
unld work of which wo hear is going on in Tliessaly. The 
inhabitants of Athens will soon come to tho point of exclaim- 
ing, “ Perish the Pinoas,” if this sort of thing goes on. They 
will make their Govemraent invade Tlie.ssaly, oven at tho risk 
of Irombardmcnt by tho Turkish fleet. Tbero is a certain 
point beyond which prudence cannot bo counted on. I do not 
say that tliis point has yet been reached, but wo are getting 
nearer to it evcir day. 

• • iNScr.OENT llF.MKjoAr.TER.'s, NTAi: AuHTcos, March find. — 
Tho position of affairs in this part of Thc.ssaly reminds mo 
of the dcad-Iock wliich occurred more than once during the 
Cretan insurrection. Neither sido was strong cnongli to 
bring tho other to Iwittlo with any proipeet of advantage, and 
tlio opponents faced each other, watchfully resolved not to 
make the first false stop. Then, as now, it was tho Turk uho 
held tho fortres'.cs, and the insurgent who occupied the open 
country. Then, as now, tho nativo Molmmnjcdans of the 
province were quite unable (o assert their right to Ixj a domi. 
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nant caste witliout aid of disciplined iDattalions from other 
parts of the Empire. Crete would have been free over and 
over again if the Cretan Turks had been left to fight their 
own battles. It was only the arrival of reinforcements of 
regular troops and the strict blockade of the island by Hobart 
■ Pacha that brought the insurrection to an end. So will it be 
this time if Thessaly be destined to sink once more under the 
Turkish yoke. 

The mere fact of there being an insurrection in the province, 
coupled with the fact of a few obstinate and bloody skir- 
mishes, which prove the insurgents to be in grim earnest in 
their work, is enough to deprive the Turks of everything but 
their fortified ^ strongholds. They collapse at once into an 
attitude of dogged defence, or sally fiercely out at intervals, 
to burn a village or two it may be, and to get pitilessly 
knocked about by their active foe. All those gallant cut- 
throats, Zeibecks, Albanians, and the like, who were so lordly 
and terrible a few months ago — so clever at extorting money, 
so reckless in inflicting pain — are brushed away from the 
scene with marvellous ease by a little systematic shooting 
down. They don’t like being shot, and are soon as shy of 
the mountain side as a doctor is said to be of taking his own 
j)rescriptions. Hothing would be more simple for them to do 
than to cbmb up from yonder town, which seems almost at 
our feet, and try the mettle of these stern, weather-beaten 
men who are crouching by hundreds among the grey rocks 
and stunted brushwood. But it would be a costly experiment, 
and the Turks prefer to remain quietly in Armyros. They 
have no fear of being assailed in their stronghold by an 
enemy mthout artillery, and they calmly abandon the open 
country to any roving bands of insurgents that choose to 
traverse it. 

I have spoken of the tovsna of Armyros as seeming almost at 
our feet. There is, indeed, a magnificent view over a large 
part of Thessaly from this rugged hilltop, where the insur- 
gents are posted. We stand among the ruins of the citadel 
of ancient Halos. There are huge blocks of stone around us, 
evidently the remains of a Cycloioasan wall, and some parts 
of the time-worn rampart might still be used as shelter in 
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cfi'vO of attack. Below rs, to the northward, is a vast and 
fertile plain, bounded by a distant range of mountains, and 
behind this first barrier are to be seen the snow-covered 
summits of Ossa and Olympus, shining like silver clouds on 
the horizon. To the north-east is the Gulf of Volo, with 
the town of that name, shut out from our sight by a jutting 
point of rocks. But Pclion is clearly visible, and we can 
detect several white specks upon its side which arc rillages 
held by the insurgents. They are in some danger, it is said, 
just now of sharing the fate of Pl.atanos, for the Turkish 
force lately engaged in this district has gone in great part to 
Yolo, and Muchlif Pacha is supposed to mean mischief. Bo 
that as it may, the view is very fine and we can fully realize 
how easily every movement of the Turks is watched from the 
insurgent position. They cannot send a corporal’s guard out 
of Armyros without being observed, and, if necessary, 
checked, whilst it must be almost impossible for them to 
gather recent news of what the insurgents are doing. 

Of course, they know pretty accurately the numbers of their 
foe, and have, I doubt not, n general idea of hi.s present 
position. But ho can always gain half a day upon them for 
any particular movoraont, which is of immense advantage in 
irregular warfare. Jlitzas, for instance, marched across 
yonder plain without opposition, and has captured, wc hear, 
a Turkish convoy on his^way to Pclion. Other insurgent 
bands arc likely soon to follow, and tlic garrison of Armyros 
is not tboxight to bo strong enough or active enough to stop 
them. The fact is that the Turks are wofnlly dispirited by 
the defeats of their main army in Ronmolia, and by the 
presence of the Rns«i.ans l)cforo Constantinople. It seems 
linpele-’s tbankle‘>s work to fight on in Thessaly, when all is 
lost in Thrace. Jinny of the native Thessalian Jlohnm- 
inedan-s aro looking anxiously to the future, and begin to 
see that even if this insurrection should 1)0 put down, tho 
province cannot ho tii1c<1 much longer by StamlKinli 
Pachas, but must soon Ito joincfl to Gn'occ. In such a 
ea^o it would In; imperative on them to eomo to some sort 
of terms with their Christian neigliljonrs. Tho Tliessalinn 
Turks would have quietly submitted, for tho most part, to 
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n force of remilav iroojis. Tliis ninny of ilieni arc reported 
io me 1o Inive said during^ lliese Inst few weeks, and I can 
fully liolieve tliein. But ilicy scarcely lie expected to 
■welcome irregular hands of insurgents, of -wliosc retnlintion 
some of them have good reason to he afraid. 

You must not fancy that, the insurgent, headquarters on the 
rugged hilltop are very snug or well furni.shcd. There arc 
no qnarter.s at all, in one sense ; for the ancient, ruins around 
us do not su])ply a roof overhead, and there is only the 
hi-acing out -door life of a long and exciting picnic. The 
weather, fortunately, is fine and mild at present, hut it has 
hcou very severe for the time of vear in Greece, and the 
insurgents have sulTercd great, hardships. They look none 
the worse for these, however, and arc in capital fighting con- 
dition, despite their ragged clothing. As we sit under the 
lee of a I'oek, with these picturesque figures in large grey 
ca]iotos clustering near us, and the meat that is to form our 
midday meal is roasting slowly over the ashes of a wood fire, 

I am reminded of many pleasant days on the Cretan moun- 
tains when Omar Pacha was threatening the insurgents of 
that ilk with destruction. Here is the same good old cause 
of Liberty against Despot ism — the same hriglit southem sky, 
and the familiar acceiits of the Greek tongue chanting 
patriotic war-songs. "We were not always lucky enough to 
have such .a hearty meal in Crete, for there was not a base of 
operations like that which we now possess. An unaianed 
traveller may cross and recross the Greek frontier into Thes- 
saly as often as he likes, so that our stronghold near Army- 
ros is well supplied with food. The most serious drawback 
to the comfort of the insurgents is the shadow of a dread- 
ful tortured death, which always hangs over them. 

The Turkish irregulars make war as their forefathers made it. 
hTo mercy to a fallen foe is the imle of the whole tribe. Let 
but one bullet bring you do-\vn on the mountain side and 
you are a murdered man ten minutes later, if the Tui’ks be 
advancing. This is a serious reflection, and makes my -udld 
compaiiions in Thessaly keep a bright look-out. They play a 
game in which the forfeit was death, and perhaps torture, so 
you must allow them a little -rigour of action in return. Yet 
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I find, to my great contentment, tliat every effort is being 
made by tbe insurgent chiefs to prevent any unnecessary or 
■wanton ■violence, even to Turkish irregulars. All hands seem 
to feel that we are in a state of transition from our old 
policy to a new, and that the Greek proverb “ Better a wise 
enemy than a foolish friend ” is at this moment singularly 
appropriate. The insurgents have to look to a final settle- 
ment, as well as the Thessalian Turks ; and when I asked 
whether it would he possible to bum Armyros (of course, 
merely as a military speculation), I was told that unless they 
could occupy the toAvn ituns no use attacking it, for it would 
soon be Greek. 

There was a reckless destruction of property by the Turks at 
Platanos, which has done their cause great harm — I ought to 
say, which has increased the feeling against them ; for their 
cause, as such, is hopelessly lost already. They had un- 
successfully attacked the village — as all the world has heard 
—on two occasions, and the inhabitants had fled to Sourjii 
under the fire of the Turkish gunboat, which killed five 
women and three children. But Platanos was still uninjured, 
and the insurgents merely wthdrew to the mountains behind 
the village, through want of ammunition. Then came a 
troop of Turkish irregulars, and set firo to the whole place, 
so that the nTCtchcd inlinbitants (now in Sourpi) havo 
nowhere to go when peace is restored. As the nnr is none of 
their making, their case is peculiarly hard. They are left 
utterly dc.stitnto for the time in their refuge on Greek soil, 
and any charitable aid which friends at a distance might 
send them would bo relieving a very real distress. 

Even as I n-rilo ^^o can see a convoy of women and children 
creeping back cautiously from tho ruins of their homes, after 
having picked out such articles ns were not quite destroyed. 
The sad procession wind.s slowly along tho foot of tho liill, 
with mothers of families cariying great bundles on their 
hacks, and stimly children tottering under the weight of tin* 
salvage they are Ira'ing to secure. Poor Rcnips of furniture 
and firewood it will lx*, after nil ; lint when one is homeless 
and destitute, cvera* little help.s. As I avatch the faces of my 
rough inburrcctionary neighbouni on tho hiU-slde, I should 
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sta’OBgiy, ad\dse any small detacliment of » Turks from Army- 
ros not to come out and interrupt tkat convoy. Some of them 
■would get kurt, I am sure. 

Tke journey from G-ardiki to Sourpi, -wkick -was my last stage 
kefore reacking tke actual scene of tke insurrection, is tkrougk 
a -vN'ild and killy country, -vdtk tke -worst of roads to travel, 
and -witk occasional glimpses of lovely scenery to rigkt and 
left. One mounts up from tke coast line to a considerable 
elevation in order to reack tke backbone of tke ridge tkat 
separates Gardiki from tke valley of Sourpi. Tkere is a 
glorious moment, from tke point of view of the picturesque, 
■w^ken Pamassus is still in sigkt to tke soutk-R’-ard, and far 
away Olympus opens grandly into view to tke nortkward. 
Tke Gulf of Volo, tke mountains of Euboea, and tke open 
sea, like a blue patck in tke distance are all to be clearly dis- 
tinguisked, and one could not wisk for a fairer scene. Tken 
tke road winds down to tke valley of Sourpi, and we 
travel along tke bank of tke little brook tkat separates 
Greece from Turkey. Wliat a frontier between two inde- 
pendent States ! A ckild coxdd jump it witk a moderate 
run. kTo wonder tkat bands of volunteers can easily pass it 
in tke nigkt — even if tke local autkorities were keener to 
stop tkem tkan tkey are said to be. Down from ' tke kigker 
ground, we -wind to tke flimsy frontier line, and so to tke 
little to-wn, tke terminus of postal and telegrapkic communi- 
cation, wkick seems quite a faskionable resort wken looked 
back upon from tke open kill-side, from tke ruins of tke 

• ancient rampart and tke open air feast of tke FalliJcars. 

^ * SoTJEPi, March Srd . — I left tke Tkessalian insurgents in 
tkeir strong position on tke hill-top near Armyros, described 
in my last letter, and after a kearty leave-taking witk tkeir 
indefatigable ckief, Valenza, proceeded to -visit tke Greek 
vol-nnteers at a village called Kaleria, not far away. It is 
only fair, in deakng witk tkis insurrection, to distinguisk be- 
tween tke native-born rebels wko are trying to skake off tke 
Turkish yoke, and tke sympathizers from outside wko have 
come to kelp tkem. I well remember kow fiercely our pkilo- 
Turks of 1867 denied tkat any real Cretans were engaged 


558 


•tVAr. COREESPONDEXCE. 


in tHeir effort against Turkey, setting everytliing domi to 
Greek volunteers or Garibaldians ; and if the pliilo-Turks of 
to-day kave any heart left in them, I suppose they ■^^'ill do the 
same once more. It is only fair, then, to distinguish between 
the two classes of persons now in arms in Thessaly, and to 
bring out boldly the fact that the ThessJ^hans themselves are 
coming well to the front on their own bohalf. They are not 
so well armed as the volunteers, but are far more numerous, 
and are led by native gentlemen of good means, who have 
plenty to risk besides their lives. 

Their chief in this district. Captain Valenza, has, it is true, re- 
ceived bis TniiitaTj traiinng in Greece, bnt be is of n. well- 
known Thessalian family, and has under him some of the 
most solid men in the district. Thns much for one part of 
the force, and now for the volunteers. They are suprisingly 
few in number, when wo consider tbo impression they Imvo 
made on tho Turks and tho encouragement which their pre- 
sence certainly affords to the Thessalians. Ton might 
imagine from tho frequent mention of different loaders’ 
names that there were thousands of these active sympathizers 
in tho field. But'tlio volunteer bands aro very small, so that 
wo hear of Mitzas and N’ieol.aidcs, of Zikas and of tho Ilioros 
Soebos, from Thebes, without reaching the sum total of half 
a Prussian battalion on a war footing. J do not say this in 
any tone of depreciation^ for tho very smallness of their 
number makes tho pluck and audacity of tho volunteers nil 
tho more remarkable. It is only to give you u just idea of 
tho proportion of things out hero that I como to these search- 
ing statistics. There must be four or five timc.s ns many, if 
not eight or ten times as many, Thc^j-alians engaged in tho 
insurrection as thero aro of oatsidc sympathizers, so that tho 
movement cannot bo said to be an artificial one kept np by 
ontfiulers alone, lien are taking part in it who, ns I havo 
s.aid nlx)vc, have plenty to lose Ik'ShIcs their lives, and tho 
in().st that the volunteers can pretend to do is to give com- 
pactness nn»l energy to the insnrrectinn at a particular point. 

Cat now let us ►crarnblo dowm the hill from the insurgi'iit he.ad- 
qnarters, and pa'ssing an alaudoncd Torkish gnnrd-houxe, 
strike off aloug tho edge of the fertile pbin towards Kaloria. 
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Our philoKoplior. nw\ frlontl on llio occasion is ilio 

{win ImitiU'r of tlio gallani. ca]){nln Icfi njion llio liill-iop. 
Ho is as full of r.oal in ilio civil (lejmriinent of the in- 
surrection as liis brother is- in iho tnilitarv. The vxd d'ordre 
of both the Valonr.as a})]»oars to bo “ full spcotl ahead.” Hor 
is !M. I’etolas, that sioutc.st. and nio.st jovial of insurgent; 
seorotaries, to be forgotten on our ride. His ojipearanco 
alone is a guarantee that, wo shall got, a cheerful view oven 
of the enemy's scouts if tbey heave in sight. An outdoor 
life in winter, roughing it, and hardshi])s of every kind, seem 
r.ither to agree with him tluin otborwise. Wo chat merrily 
bv the wav, tind tire reminded of what, niav bo called the 
po.ssibilities of our situation by the keen attention with which 
the insurgent.s who acoomjiatiy us watch every human being 
that we see to right or left. 

There i.s no danger on this jiarticular road, for the Turks are 
at some cli.stance, but one cannot be too careful when it is a 
question of keeping on one’s head, and the Turkish irregulars 
might show a historic promptness in the opposite sense .should 
they come across tis. I think that this slight shade of un- 
ccTtainty gives zest to the ride. At any rate, the time flics 
quickly enough, and we are presently at the outskirts of 
Kalcrin, where the Hicros Sochos is stationed. The ordinary 
inhabitants have taken refuge in Sourpi for fear of an attack 
by the Turks, and the I'lieban lads have the village all to 
themselves. They are quietly employed in cleaning their 
arms, in cooking, in mending their clothes, or in any of the 
other hundred small duties of camp life when we arrive, and 
seem to have taken very patiently to the less pleasant and 
exciting part of a soldier’s life. I notice that their Chassepot 
rifles are kept in excellent order, and that they are as smart 
and cleanly in their personal turn-out as can be expected after 
the rough time they have been having. 

This “ Sacred Band ” of Thebes is more like a crack volunteer 
corps among ourselves in its constituent elements than like 
the rank and file of a regular army. If they only get fighting 
enough to keep them in good spirits, they will do famously, 
but I should fear they Avould find the continued hardships of 
mountain campaigning veiy trying. However, they seem in 
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the best of spirits thus far, much comforted, no doubt, by 
having arrived in time for the affair at Platanos, ■where they 
showed a most commendable elan. It is a plty that there are 
only two hundred of them. But one cannot expect the vhole 
force to take part in a dangerous expedition beyond the 
frontier. The Theban lads in Thessaly arc much in the case 
of a picked party 6f volunteers from n volunteer corps, such 
as we may often see on foreign service if England should ever 
be hard pressed to hold her own. Their white gaiters and 
ftistanellas, their black caps and shaggy prey capotes, would 
make a capital uniform for a whole army intended to ser\'o 
in mountain warfare. Thongh there are only a couple of 
hundred of them they have made qnite a name for themselves 
in this insurrection. 

Angered by the resistance they met with and by the chocks 
they have sustained, the Turks are guilty of many harsh and 
cruel acts in Thessaly. A certain Hassim Aga is reported 
to have massacred several Christian ^ro^len the day before 
yesterday, and each refugee who arrives in Greece brings 
news of fresh outrages. I do not dwell very much upon this 
part of the question, because our homo public has groun 
accustomed to read of wholesale butcheries, which throw into 
the shade anything yet done in Thessaly. But I must, from 
all that I can gather, support the complaint of the Greeks that 
their insurgent friends aro goaded into acts of reprisal by the 
brutal violence of the Turkish troops. 

It has been earnestly wished to limit the efforts of the insurgents 
to attacks upon armed men in tlio Government employ, and 
to injure the peaceful Jfohammc<lnns of the province ns littlo 
ns possible. It has l>cen wisliwl to do by the clums}’ means 
of the insurrection what Kuropo seems foolishly to have for- 
bidden to bo done by the natural and proper mode of a inilitarj' 
ocenpation of the province by Greece. But the task of thus 
sparing Turkish property lias been almost an impossible one. 
The insurgents bave np to lliLs time committed no vnrdon 
ma.SMicres of Turkish families, in which they have 8h<i«n 
much more humanity than their ojqwnents ; hut they have 
l>een obliged to destroy a goo<l deal of ]»rt>perty. At one 
place some miUs were Immod to cut off the enemy’s sapjdy 
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of food. At anotlier place a wdiole village liad to be set on 
fire to dislodge its Turldsb garrison. These things are part 
of the hard necessity of the time, and lie at the door of those 
foreign diplomatists who 'are leaving the Thessalian question 
to W'ork its own solntion. We cannot expect the rongh-and- 
ready insurgents, ■who are risking their lives for their country’s 
cause, to make war in Idd gloves, whilst the Turks are re- 
curring again and again to their bad habit of intimidation 
by massacre. 

Only this morni'ng we have news of more people killed near 
Volo, and it is certain that even those who are lucky enough 
to live in the garrison towns go in terror of their lives from 
the Turkish irregulars. Nothing seems capable of drumming 
into your genuine Turk a decent respect for non-combatants. 
He has got his own fierce narrow rule of right and wrong, 
and cannot be tamed by any amount of public opinion. After 
all, what is public opinion to a Zeibeck or Albanian ? He 
reads no newspapers and cares not a jot for any remarks 
made upon him at a distance. Let foreign critics say what 
they like, his justification is ready to hand in the shape of 
sword and rifie. Force is his supreme law, and he cares for 
no other. 

But the Turkish navy ought to show a little more humanity. 
The ships are manned by regulars, not by Bashi-Bazouks, 
and are under responsible command. All the more paiaful is 
it therefore to find a case of reckless cruelty brought up 
against the Turkish navy. Thus it stands : — On the day of 
the battle at Platanos a number of women and children were 
escaping from the scene of danger, and hurrying along the 
road at the foot of the hiUs, which leads across the Greek 
frontier to Sourpi. A Turkish war-ship (I have not been 
able to ascertain her name) came across the Gulf of Volo 
and opened fire upon these helpless fugitives. The range 
was long, and it may be said that the women and children 
were mistaken for retreating insurgents. But I have by 
actual observation tested it as a fact that with a moderately 
good glass — far less powerful than is carried on every ship 
of war, the women, and especially the children, could be 
clearly distinguished at the distance from which the Turkish 
VOL. II. ° ^ 
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fire was directed. "Wlmt was tlie meaning of this brutal 
attack ? It could not assist tke troops that were engaged in 
the valley beyond, and bad only tbe wretched purpose of 
killing five poor terrified women and three of the little ones 
they were trying to save. Such acts of wanton barbarity do 
more to rouse the Thessalians to resistance than to awe them 
into submission. 

"We have nows to-day that Nicolaides, with his small band of 
volunteers, mostly composed of Greek students, has broken 
away in the direction of Pelion and passed safely through 
the Turkish lines. This is only another illustration of how 
completely the open country is free to the insurgents to 
circulate at pleasure. Any armed party strong enough to 
encounter a stray patrol of Tnrks can go pretty much where 
it chooses, and has little or nothing to fear from the enemy. 
They are for the most part shut up in tlio principal towns, 
and do not venture forth except in considerable strength. 
The insurrection is spreading far and -vriilc, and, though but 
on a small scale ns yet in tho way of actual fighting, must 
bo an immense annoyance to tho Tnrkish authorities. Tho 
rule of tho province seems to bo slipping from tbcir hands, 
though they can force tlicir way in any given direction with 
more or les.s sacrifice of life. 

At this moment tlicro arc tbreo chief centres — ono in tho 
di.strict of Armyros; another cast of Volo, on tlio slopes of 
Pelion ; and a third towanls the border lino of Kpinis, near 
Knrditza and Phanari. In each of these centres there have 
bc'on several liattles — as they call them licrcaljonts— ku* rather 
ol)>tmate skirmishes, in which tho Turks have been generally 
worsted; and in each there i.s a local rcvolntionar}* goveni- 
ment acting on behalf of the insurgents?, I understand that 
Biniilar movements arc plannwl for tho districtH around 
Olympus, and even for ]»art of Sonthem Jlacedonia, so tho 
Sultan’s rc-presentatives w'lll Fo?in have a lively tinio of it. 
Their old iinjKTial jirestige is ejnite destroyed by recent evonlfi 
further north, and nothing bnt the arrival of a largi* dis. 
(■ipline<l force of men of tho PIcma stamp ^%ill eimhle the 
Turks to crush out thin reWdbon of their Greek siibject.s. Of 
couT>eit would lx* po-stblo for Turkey— -if she In-, as uc hear, 
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renlly ni jicacn wiili Hus-sifi — io c-nlloci. un army in Thessaly 
yliieh in> insurgent liamls oouhl dream of resisfing. The 
'I’hessalians look very anxiously for political nows, and arc 
liair afraid that. Knssia may ke contoiii to lot them perisli, 
now ihat she has saved all her Selavonian friends. But 
matter.s have gone too far for the pn)vincc readily to submit. 
Xo mere talkingalHUit reform will do for men who.se lives are 
at stake, and if the Conferenee .should wish to pacify Thessaly, 
it mn.'st be done by onf.side pre.^surc. 'J'ho insurgent will not 
lav down his arms, Avith the ]n-os])cct of having his throat 
cut the next minute; and the Turk can hardly bo blamed for 
shrinking from any kind of surrender to irregnlar bands of 
Gna-ks or The.ssalians. 

The village of Sotirpi is full of refugees from Thessaly. I have 
already juetitionod their ju'csence in a casual way, but I must 
say a Avord more about them before closing this letter. They 
a're in A’ory great distress— homeless, ruined, and almost 
starvitjg. I’he Greek anthoritie.s do Avhat they can for them, 
only just enough to keep body and soul together ; and it is 
sad io think hoAv ill the poor creatures Avill fare AA'hcn their 
stnall stock of clothing saA'cd from the aatccIc becomes ex- 
hausted. Sc.arccly any shelter is to be found for the refugees 
in this over-packed frontier A-illagc. TVe are all of us lodged 
somcAvhat like sardines in a tin, but the families from Thessaly 
are ccrtaiidy in the Avorst case of all, for they baA-e so many 
old and infirm people and tiny children to jn-OAude for. It is 
A'Ciy touching to see hoAV patiently they bear the hardships 
of their lot. The storm of politics and aa'oi’ has come and 
SAvept them aAvay from coniparatiA'cly comfortable homes to 
the utter squalor and Avretchedness of their loresent refuge. 
Would that some of oui’ kind and open-handed people at home 
could send them a little help. 


Chalcis, March 6th. — I date this letter from Chalcis, as that 
is oui' point of departure, but Ave are making such an early 
start that most of Avhat I am going to say Avill be Avritten after 
the Bubocan port is left far behind, to be posted at the first 
chance that may occur. 


o 0 2 
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Since yon heard irom me in Thessaly and on the Greek frontier 
at Sonrpi I have been constantly on the move, and have 
acquired, much additional information respecting the in- 
surrection. From the snug little haven of Jlintzela, or 
Amaliopolis, we steamed round to the northern end of Eubma, 
Tvhere we took np many passengers, and then headed for the 
LamianGnlf. There was, first and foremost, a glorions view 
of Pelion as wo passed ont of the Gulf of Yolo. The great 
mountain is now topped with snow, and the villages upon its 
side look like stray patches of the same white covering, 
which has slid doivn towards the Turkish stronghold. There 
is Makrinitza, famous for the recent repulse of Slouchlif 
Pacha, and there are other spots soon to bo heard of, it may 
be, as fighting ground for the insurgents. Pelion is alive 
Anth hands of armed men, who set the Pacha at defiance, and 
if only the Turks were reinforced to the proper point for 
Iwaring dorni all opposition there would bo some hard fighting 
in the Yolo district. But, as it is, I do not think that the 
Turkish commander will risk the tremendons loss necessary 
to stamp out his active opponents. Ho Arill content himself 
Arith attacking them in a cautions fashion, which can load 
to nothing decisive, and will spare hi.s di.spiritod soldiery the 
thankless task of storming PcHon in the old dashing Suleiman 
Pacha style, that heaped up the Shipka Pn.ss Avith Turkish 
dead. With Russians at Constantinople, and a Confcrcnc(‘ 
of the PoAAcrs in a mood favonrahlo to Greece clearly iin- 
pending, it is not to bo csjioctctl that boys and agnsand pachas 
should show their ancient A'igour. Tlicy arc plaving a In.st 
game, ami many of them Avould rather come to terms with 
thy Greeks than risk their lives in evtcrminating them. JIany 
more haA*o no heart left for fighting, on account of the 
A>-rctclicd condition in which their GoA-emment has allowed 
them to exist dunng the last year or t« o. 

I siw, at iliiitzclii, a p.arty of Turkish prioonera— 

Avhen the regular Greek troo|>s Avero ui 'Jlies-saly— whoK-cmed 
ijuito content Avith their present lot, and would not avail 
themcches of the jsdite suggention that they should take lK.at 
for Volo. Being told that they AAere frts-, thev e.’ccrci'te'l 
their fntAlom by remaining on Greek territory'. The having 



THE VOLUNTEER COMBATANTS. 


565 


■been a'bsolutely witlaont pay for a long time past liacl produced 
a demoralizing effect on these sturdy-looking Moslems. It 
seemed to be no object of interest to them at all to have 

■ another slap at the unbelievers. They knew the hollowness 
alike of victories and defeats upon nothing a day. The Greek 
authorities were making them, I understood, some small 
allowance in way of pay and rations from a feeling of 
courtesy to guests whose visit was forced, and the pidsoners 
chose to remain. 

Whilst we are touching on the subject of unpaid or “ hard up ” 
combatants, it is as well to deal with one feature of the Greek 
insurrection, which is very likely to be misunderstood abroad, 

I allude to the frequent retxu’n of volunteer sympathizers 
■ from the scene of action, before any definite point has been 
reached in the struggle for which they volunteered. There 
is, of course, an almost comic side to some of these abrupt 
reappearances from the field of glory. But, as a rule, they 
only mean that particular individuals mistook their vocation * 
in adopting the role of armed insurgents;, and have to slip 
out of a false position as well as they can. Some volunteers 
are slightly wounded, and are best out of the way. Others are 
mere lads of sixteen and seventeen, who have bolted from 
home to fight for freedom, and have completely broken down 
in health on the bleak mountain side. Others again are old 
campaigners, who have forgotten their age and stiffness, and 
thought to run and climb as of yore, and have found that it 
will not do. These are the most honourable and reasonable 
of the returns to peaceful life. Then there are some less 
worthy homeward-bound travellers, who went forth without 
any wish to fight, merely for what they could get in advance 
from patriotic committees and the like. These men are far 
better away, and their loss is not regretted by the insurgents 
you may depend. 

Last of all, I will mention a numerous class among those who 
return — a class which can neither be much blamed nor com- 
pletely excused for its conduct. There are dozens of volunteers 
slipping away every w'eek into Greece simply to obtain 
fi’esh supplies or fresh clothing, or to have a peep at their 
friends, but always with an honest intention to go back and 
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figlit it out. The want of food amongst the insurgents Mnd 
the scarcity of several kinds of ammunition required for tho 
rifles of various systems to be found in their army quite 
explain the difflculty of keeping a force together with tho 
precision of regular ^rarhxrc. Certain chiefs in cci’tain 
districts make head against the Turks; all tho country 
sympathizes with them^ and a great part of it gives them 
active aid. The Turkish force is more or less blockaded in 
tho principal towns. It tries to shako off the insurgents hy 
attacking them hero and there, to drive them further away. 
Then there is a sharp skirmishing, and the Turks, whether 
claiming the factory or not, return to their strongholds nith 
loss. 

This is how the insurrection goes fonvanl, anti this mode of 
campaigning makes it matter very Vittlo if a few score of 
Greek sympathizers disappear from tho sceno for any of tho 
reasons above mentioned. Some of them aro hotter away, 
some nnll presently return, and, meanwhile, tho insurreclion 
goes steadily fonvard, gaining ground slowly hut surely in 
ono district after another. Wo should mako a grave mistake 
to suppose that the constant coming and going of individnal 
Toluntcerfl, or even of small detachments, shows tho movement 
to ho either drawing to an end, or instantly about to Buecoed. 
I have met many Greeks who were much discouraged at 
seeing unwonnded volunteers coming away from Thessaly, 
and others who wore just ns much (and as unren.sonably) 
cheered by tho sight of a handful of likely lads tr.ivolHng in 
tho opposite direction. The fact i.s that this insurrection is a 
largo and sorion.s movement, though tho fighting is on a small 
scale at particular points, and that it may go struggling on 
for several months ndtliout any such decisive results ns wo 
have grown accustomed to in mwlcm warfare. The Tnrks 
cannot put down tho insurrection without a vastly greater 
force than they now poMc-ss in Tlie^snly, and the insurgents 
cannot take tho Turkish strongholds except by tho woari.some 
jjroci'ss of blockade. 

As wc steamc^l along t!io coast of KnlKi*n wo saw a small 
steamer emuded with innt, slid to Ih» voluntters !>o{ind for 
Maecslonia. There uerv no Turkisli cruisers to Ik? n'cn In 
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ilic oflinp;’, so ii is very pvobahlo that ihc landing was safely 
elTcolcd soincwlicro near !Monni, Olympus, wlicro tlie little 
Idoclcadc-nnnner should have arrived hy sunset. I heard that 
those vohinlccrs were well armed, and well provided with 
food for the first week or two of iheir earapaign. They 
woxTld he able to make a long march through the mountains 
without turning aside to procure supplies, and might arrive 
in the voiy nick of time to help the !^[accdonian villages, 
which are said to have lately risen. I was also infoi-med, as 
a matter of satisfaction and hope, that there was excellent 
discipline among the hand which passed us. It is very 
important that this should he the case, for the great difficulty 
in the wa}' of all irregular warfare is the want of confidence 
among the poasantiy, which a want of discipline is sure to 
produce. With helji at hand fvom every milage, and with all 
the peasants on his side, an insurgent chief can do almost 
anything, whilst without it his movements are p.aralyzed. 
This is Avhy the occupation of Thessaly hy the Greek army 
would have been so much easier a task than its conquest hy 
an insurrection, however well conducted. The Turks them- 
selves would have surrendered in masses to regular troops, 
and every Christian peasant, far and near, would have hurried 
to bring help to the national uniform. I do not say that the 
insurgents have behaved at all badly, quoad irregular troops. 
They have been far more merciful to the Turks than these 
latter have been to them, and are not, like their opponents, 
stained noth the blood of helpless women and children. But 
no irregular troops can inspire the confidence which regulars 
. would naturally obtain, and eveiy ste]? towards strict disciifiine 
is a step towards making success more easy and possible. 

The political part of the insurrection has been carefully 
arranged, and that is a good thing, for if Europe should seek 
to pacify the disturbed provinces, as she certainly will, unless 
the Conference is to be a sham, there will b^ responsible 
people with whom to deal, who will represent the insui’gents. 
In the steamer in which I travelled yesterday, I met two 
members of the Provisional G-overnment established in the 
Pelion district, and they explained to me what efforts bad 
been made to brins? all matters of civil administration into 
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a regular and legal form. Everything ^vas to ho done in 
the name and hy the authoritj' of the Pro^dsional Govern- 
ment, and no excesses or disorders were to he permitted. 
These two Thessalians had got through the Turkish blockade 
in a hoat to the island of Skiattio, and had there taken 
ship for the mainland of Greece. 

On my way to Chalcis I had the opportunity of again visiting 
Lamia, -where the headquarters of General Soutzo are still 
established. I found the Greek army just os impatient of 
its enforced inaction, and just as steady in its mechanical 
discipline, as when I passed throngh the town in the latter 
part of February. The various accounts which have circu- 
lated in regard to the unsatisfactory state of the army 
scarcely deserve to ho contradicted, they are such utter 
nonsense. The army is in capital condition, and could take 
the field to-morrow with every chanco of success against 
any foe of its own strength — or a little stronger, my moro 
enthusmstic Greek friends would bo sure to add. 

But though quite efUcient ns n fighting machine, General 
Soutzo’s force is in somewhat low spirits, bccanso of the 
retreat from Thes.saly. This is what is meant by its dis- 
couragement, and the like, of -^vliich wo occa.sionally hoar. 
The wonder is, ns I said in a former letter, that discipline 
was so veil maintained under the strain of the retreat, and 
my object in recuiring to the matter at present is to say that 
there have been surprisingly few desertions to the insurgent 
camp. From what I had heard before going north, I had 
suppo.scd that a vliolcsalc flight from the regulars to the 
irrcgnJ.ars iiad occnrrc<I, and that scores of King George’s 
soldiers had gone secretly into the neighbouring province. 
Tins, however, is not so. A few men Imvo deserted, but so 
few that their pn*sencc with the insurgents does not fonii 
even a minor feature of the struggle. The Greeks cannot Ih) 
praised for maintaining a very strict or l»enevolent nentmlify 
tovanis Turkey just now. That much their friends must 
admit. But the regular army has stuck very creditably to 
its colours, witli immense temptation to slip off and join the 
fight raging so close at h.and. 
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Tlic f;pliKi'qpen( liisforv of the Grct'k rising belongs io a 
period beyond the limits of tbc ^iresent. volume. Up lo tbc 
})ro.«jenf time, liowover. no event of ])rim!ij-y nnportanco has 
marked tlie progres.s of the struggle. The most intcrc.sting 
fact in eonnec’tinn v.-i(b (be alTnij-s of (be Ucllenic Kingdom 
is tbe Ti'cent suggestion of Lord l)(M-by that Greece should 
be reprc.sonted at tbe Gongross projjosed to be bold in Berlin 
for tbe eonsidenition of tbe ebiuse.s of tlu'l’caec Preliminaric.s. 


CUAPlim XX. 

Tin; sKiNi.vo OF Tin; rur.UMixAinr.s or fkaci:. 

Kemov.*!! nf Gciicnil Ipnnticn' nail tlio Iluf.sirm Diploiniitic Clmncery to San 
Stcf.atio. — F.'ill of Server Paclia. — Ilcf-iill.'i of (tie A])j>c;iuuicc of tlic English 
Fleet in the Sea of Mnrniorn. — TetHonsneas of the KegotiatinnB. — Delay of 
the Turks'. — Hefna.a! of Ahikhtnr Pnelm to nhantloti the Line of Knjnk 
Tchckniejeh. — An Exciting Moment. — l’crt‘in])tory SunimonR of the Grand 
Dnkc. — SkohelelTfi Ojiinion on the Sitn.-ition. — Alnkhtar Pnclni Yields. — 
Dc5cri(ition of San Stefano. — The Terms of Peace. — The Question of the 
Straits. — Indiislrions Circulation of False Reports. — Turkish Vacillation. — 
Sahdoulhih Bey. — General IgnnticIT losing Patience. — An Ultimatum. — The 
Strip of Territory in Rcssanihia. — Misunderstanding between Rnssia and 
Roumania. — Sinister Rumours. — Standing on n Yolc.ano — The House b3’ the 
Seaside. — The Labours of the Russi.an Secretaries. — The Treaty signed. — The 
Grand Duke announces the F.act to the Army, — Enthusiasm of the Troops. — 
The Two Armies Face to Face. — Review by tbe Grand Duke. — A Solemn 
Service. — Imposing Scene. — Tbc End of tlio AYar. 

The letter.s comprised in tbc present chapter describe tbe 
closing scenes of tbe bistory of tbe war beUveen Russia and 
Turkey. They explain tbe circumstances under ■v^'bicb tbe 
Russian beadguartors ■u’’ere suddenly and tmexpectedly removed 
to San Stefano upon tbe Sea of Marmora, about twelve miles 
only from Constantinople, where tbe peace preliminaries were 
finally signed ; tbey also indicate tbe causes of tbe delay wbicb 
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were so long enveloped in mystery, and wore so frnitfnl a 
cause of distrust and apprehension with regard to the inten- 
tions of the Russian commanders. 

f Sax Stefaxo, Felruary 2Gth . — ^Tlierc has been a great change 
in the situation since a week ago. Then, to all appearance, 
Russia had not decided to accept the provocation offered her 
by the British fleet coming here. The Russian troops were 
still in the positions assigned to them in the armistice when 
I passed through Tchataldja on Tuesday last. There was no 
movement among the troops of Skolieleff’s corps, or anywliero 
else on the line. Upon arriving at Adrianoplo on "VVednesday 
I heard no talk of the speedy removal of headquarters, but 
on Thursday there was a change. General Gourko sndclenly 
left Adrianoplo, hia staff receiving only two honra' notice of 
his departure. On Friday morning it was knoivn that tho 
whole of tho headquarters’ staff. General IgnatiefF, and tho 
Diplomatic Chancery, wero to start nc.xt day for San 
Stefano, and there was a forwanl movement of tho Russian 
troops. 

This sudden change of plans was coincident with tho now.s of 
tho fall of Scn'cr Pacha ; and it was this which 60 cm.s to 
have decided tho movement, aUhough it had evidently l>ecn 
in contemplation before, as an answer to tho coming of tho 
British fleet. I had thonglit that Russia would not accept 
tho provocation because, after all, it was a very harmless one. 
Russia has judged otherwise. Tho coming of tho fleet was 
tho first step in tho slippery dc.scent which leads to war ; tho 
coming of tho Russians to San Stefano the second. Both 
ino%'cs \>ero equally niuviso and unnecessary. Now it only 
remains for tho fleet to conic to tho Bosphorus, tho answer 
to which will 1x5 a Russian anuy occupung tho hcigbt.s of 
Buyiikilere, when tho forces of Bnglaud and Russia will 1«5 
w ithin gunshot of each other. If the flt*ct moves again nearer 
Constantinople, tho situation will Iwcomo most dangerous, 
and war can haitlly Ihj nvoidcxl. 

The fact is. General Icrnatieff is very glad of a gooil pn-ti-xt for 
p'tting nearer ConsUntinoph’. Tho negotiations had l-x-n 
going on slowly, nUhough Saf^'et Pacha was siijijiostsl to havo 
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full po-wers to ti’eat. He, in fact, continually reftised to accept 
point after point -without orders from Constantinople, and 
telegraphic communication was constantly mysteriously in- 
terrupted. He was three or four days getting an answer. It 
was the same with the telegTams to General Ignatiefi:. They 
were four or five days en route. General Ignatiefi here 
received telegrams sent to Adrianople four days before. 

Then Safvet Pacha was taken ill, and it was with the greatest 
difficulty General Ignatiefi could get him to go on with the 
work. He wanted from the first to await the arrival of 
Sabdoullah Bey from Berlin. He had completely forgotten 
the whole programme of the Conference last winter, and had 
to be continually referred to it. Again, he did not know the 
lines of delimitation agreed npon in the Armistice, and had 
no map. He had to accept whatever the Russians told him 
on this head. One day he comjfiained to General Ignatiefi 
of the depredations of the Circassians in some village south 
of Sofia, and asked if the Russians could not stop it. 
General Ignatiefi showed him that this village was on the 
Tui’kish side of the neutral ground, and therefore it was the 
business of the Turks to keep order, but offered to send 
Russian troops there if he wished to j)iinish the Circassians. 
Under such circumstances it was most difficult to push the 
negotiations rapidly. General Ignatiefi said the end of it 
would be that he would*^ have to deliver an ultimatum in 
order to get peace signed. 

It is impossible to say whether these delays were caused by the 
natural and ordinary unreadiness of the Turks, or by a wish 
to gain time. General Ignatiefi thinks that the knowledge of 
the Conference had much to do with it. They think the 
peace signed now -sNall not be final and conclusive, and this 
makes them hesitate. Then came news of the fall of Server 
Pacha, and Safvet said that the negotiations must be suspended 
until further orders. 

This was the last straw on the camel’s back. It was imme- 
diately decided to go to San Stefano, the consent of the 
•Turks to that step having been previously obtained. The 
Turks agreed to abandon the last line of defence, Kujuk 
Chekmejeh j 'but if the fleet had not apjaeared in the Straits, 
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General Ignatieff -wonlcl liavo nndonbtedly been obliged to 
find some other solntion of the difficulty. That gave him tbe 
very pretext lie •wanted. 

I left Adrianople on Saturday morning with tbe headquarters’ 
staff. It was a beautiful day. Everybody was in the best 
spirits, delighted at the exchange of the muddy streets of 
Adrianople for the pretty village of San Stefano, on the 
shores of the Sea of Marmora. 

Our gaiety seemed almost misplaced, considering the gravity 
of the step we were baking. We arrived at Tchatnldja about 
six in the evening. Here General Skobeleff’s corps and part 
of the Guards were drami up to receive the Grand Duke. 
He reviewed them, and found the troops, having had a rest, 
in excellent condition ; but -when on the point of continuing 
the journey, ho was accosted by Tahir Bey, the Turkish 
officer appointed for regulating the lines of delimitation, who 
for some days had been at Skobcleff’s headquarters. Tahir 
said that Jtnkhtar Pacha had no orders to withdraw his 
troops from Knjnk Chekmejob. He conld not, theroforo, 
allow the Russian troops to occupy these positions, nor 
to go to San Stefano. 

Tins wa.s news indeed, and of the most serious nature. Tlio 
Turks were rcfu.sing to do wliat they had agreed upon, and 
were stopping the Grand Duke after nllouing him to come os 
far n.s Tchataldja. Had the Turks held out there could have 
l)ccn only one result — the assault of the Turki.sh jio.sitions 
next morning at daybreak. 

The moment was an exciting one, and for a couple of liours wo 
Fceinc<l again on tlic brink of war. The telegraph uas set 
going, but nothing seemed to come of it, for finally tlio 
Grand Duke grew very onpny and indignant. lie thought 
he was Itoing trifled •with. The spirit of his father ro*>o 
vithin him, and ns ho %vnlke<l up, his rt'semblanco to the 
KmiH'mr Nicholas just then uns striking, and it was still 
more evident when ho ealliHl Tnbir Bey, and said to him, 
with an cnerg}* that made the latter tremble,— 

“ fio, and tell Mukhtnr Pacha that wlien I give an nnler he 
inust obey it, and at once, or it will K* the worse for him. 
Go,” 
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There was a dead sileaco for a inomeid. l^vei'j-body felt the 
gravii}' of ihc sitaation. Tahir -withdrew prccipilatol}', 
spraa" upon a loeoinotive, and in a. moment was flying 
ilirongli tlu' darkness down over the line to Knjnk Chok- 
meieh as fast as steam eonld carry him. It was now known 

*• y 

hy nil the oilieers jirc.'^oni that nnless the Turks abandoned 
ihc positions instantly they would be attacked at daylight. 
The situation was considered very critical. Peace was 
trembling in the balance, and yet there is not the slighest 
desire expressed at headquarters for the continuimcc of the 
war under any circumstances whatever. 

Sir. Gladstone seems to fear the danger of the army escaping 
from the conti'ol of cooler heads at St. Petersburg. There 
is not. the .‘^lightest danger of this. There has not been a 
move withoxit orders. 'J’he aversion of the Grand Duke for 
the continuation of the war was .shown in a somoAvkat 
amusing way. While waiting for the result of Tahir’s 
mis.sion, the question of what was going to happen Avas 
criticized in an animated manner. The Grand Duke, AA’ho 
Avas excited and indignant at the situation, asked Slcobolelf, 
it is said, Avhat he thoAight of it. The latter, Avith the reck- 
less inditlcrcncc AA'hich charactei'izes him, replied, 

“ For my part, Monscigneur, I think aa c shall havo to fight 
England.” 

“ Oh, but you are a madman,” exclaimed the Grand Duke in a 
half-angry manner, turning from him, and spitting as oveiy 
llussian peasant spits Avhen anything displeases him. It is 
the highest expression of di.spleasnre or anger. 

Finally, after tAA'o hours, ncAvs came that the positions Avere 
being CAncuated by Mukhtar, and that the Russians were 
marching in. At midnight the train was again in motion, 
and at two o’clock on Sunday morning the Grand Duke was in 
San Stefano. The line Kujuk Ohekmejeh was abandoned 
completely by Mulchtar, aaRo is noAA'- behind the little creek 
that empties itself into the Marmora, half-Avay between San 
Stefano and Jedi Kuleh. 

This is the most tangible result of the coming of the fleet so 
far. 

The Russians are delighted Avith the pretty little place. San 



574 


WAR COREESrOSDEKCE. 


Stefano is TCry clean and Ijriglxt, after mucli of Bulgaria. 
Tito weather is delicious, and the quay and seashore present 
a very animated appearance lined with officers in brilliant 
uniforms, ladies, and the population walking up and doum, 
listening to the music that is played all day long. It is very 
pleasant to watch the glimmer of the sunshine over the Sea 
of Marmora, with Slount Olympus in the misty distance. 
Numerons heats and caiqnes give animation to the scene 
close at hand, and picturesque groups of Cossacks hatliing 
their horses arc continually seen. General IgnatielT inhabits 
a pretty villa, ivhoso walls aro washed by the ivai’cs, and 
from the u-indows of which the minarets of Saint Sofia are 
plainly ^*isihle. It is here that peace is to he signed. 

As regards the progress of the negotiations, I can only say that 
General ignatieff told me just before leaving Adrianople that 
no point had boon touched upon but questions relating to 
Bulgaria, and that little progress had been made even in the 
arrangement of the frontiers. I may remark that all 
accounts of the conditions of peace published in various 
journals arc more or less fantastical, except those given out 
ofRcmlly by the Russian general. The outlines are well 
knoun, and the details aro not yet arranged. It is not true 
that there are any secret conditions, or any secret treaty. 
The conditions of peace could not bo kept secret, because 
they are of such a nature ns cannot ho carried out A\ithont 
being known. As regard.s the secret treaty, secrecy in 
diplomacy is one of the things of the past. No diplomatic 
secret can 1)0 kept long. Tho whole thing wnnhl bo knoA\Ti a 
Mcek after it A'as arranged. Besides, Uu.ssia can obtain 
nothing by a secret treaty nhicli she cannot better obtain 
AN-ithout. A moment’s reflection aaiII convince evcrylxidy of 
this. 

Tho only question that could Ihj arranged by a secret treaty 
is the <jnestion of the Straits. Now General Ignatieff 
authorire.s mo to state again, ns I infonned jon nearly two 
iiumth.s ago, tli.al Rns-ia did not Irish the existing trinity 
changinl A\ith rtvanl to the Straits, whether by agreement 
AMth the Turks or liy an IhmqK*an ConfernAce. She pn-fers 
to adhere to the Treaty of Pans. The only thing (Jemnil 
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Igiiatieff proposes to do is to stipulate witli tlie Turks for 
tke removal of okstructions, aud to arrange regulations with. 

• the Porte with, regard to tlie passage of merckaut skips. 
V essels of all nations are to ke allowed to pass ky nigkt as 
well as ky day, and in time of war as well as peace, and 
various akuses and restrictions invented ky tke Tui’ks, kut not 
autkorized ky tke Treaty, are to ke akolisked ; kut Russia 
does not mean to touck any regulation relating to tke passage 
of men-of-war. 

Tkis question may tkerefore ke considered settled ; and as tke 
Russians do not even yet propose to actually occupy Constan- 
tinople, and wisk to witkdraw tkeir troops as soon as possikle, 
I can see no reasonakle cause for war. Tkis is, it is true, 
leaving little to ke done ky a European Conference, as it is 
difficult to see wkat otker questions can come witkin its 
province. 

t San Stbfano, March 1st — certain portion of tke Press 
seems resolved, witk tke coimivance of tke Turks, to puklisk 
false or exaggerated versions of tke conditions of peace, witk 
tke view of exciting puklic opinion on tke sukject. Altkougk 
kotk sides are pledged to secrecy, tke Turks give certain 
journalists conditions, wkick tke Russians say are false, 
notakly tkose relating to tke fleet, tke amount of tke war in- 
demnity, and tke arrangements for payment. General Ignatieff 
denies kaving made any proposals relating tq tke cession of 
tke fleet as yet, andke kas not mentioned any figure for tke 
war indemnity. Tke negotiations kave kitkerto turned en- 
tirely on tke question of Bulgaria, wkick is tke great okstacle 
in tke way of an arrangement. It would appear that once 
tkis question is settled, tke rest will ke easy. General 
IgnatiefE skowed tke conditions of peace puklisked in tke’ 
Levant Herald yesterday to Safvet Packa, and said : 

‘ ‘ Y'our fiiends are very Idnd. W e did not know wkat sum to 
fix for tke indemnity, kut tke figures wkick you puklisk semi- 
officially, vitkout any autkority fi'om us, must represent tke 
sum wkick you tkink you are akle to pay. I kad not tkougkt 
of putting tke figure so kigh, kut since you mention it I tkank 
you for tke hint.” 
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The Turkish Ambassadors disclaimed all knowledge of the con- 
ditions published, said they had not been obtained from them, 
and bogged General Ignaticff not to think of using those 
figures as bases for discussion. The conduct of the Turks 
hitherto has been of tho most childish character. They con- 
tinually lament their hard fate in being obliged to make such 
a peace, and offer foolish and unheard of objections to cverj* 
condition proposed. When General Ignaticff, to induce 
Safvet Pacha to hurry the negotiations, told him that tho 
Russian military expenses were now two million roixblcs 
daily, and that for every day’s delay this sum would 
have to be added to tho war indemnity, ho exclaimed : — 

“But this sum is enormous ! Why do you spend so much on 
your array ? Wo do not spend a tenth of this sum on 
ours. You pay your officers too mneb. Your *army is 
too expensive ; and it is not right wo should pay for it." 

Then they object to Rasgrad being included in Bnlgaria, be- 
cause it is a Mussulman town, altliough in tlio middle 
of a Christian country. General Ignaticff could only 
reply ; — 

“ If yon ^vill pick up Rasgrad, and carry it bodily out of tho 
country, wo shall bo glad to get rid of it 5 but wo cannot 
allow it to remain under Turkish rule 09 long ns it is where it 
is.” 

Then they are continually going back to tho condition of tilings 
iHjforo tho war. They have tho coolness to deny that thcro 
were ever any mass.acrcs in Bulgaria, and maintain that Kdib 
EfTcndi's famons report, which Sfr. Sclmylorand Mr. Baring 
called a tissue of fal.schooda, is quite correct and truthful. 
This shows liow incorrigible tho Turks arc. Even, now after 
all the disasters brought upon thcmsclve.s, they still cling to 
tho old story, and refuse to sco that thoro was any canso for 
complaint or any necessity for reform. 

If General Ignaticff werv contentcti to go hack over tho old 
ground and diseu^ss the'JO questions which h.avo Ix'cn scttlcil 
long ago, thn jn-aco negotiations might lavt a year, lie is con- 
tinnally ohligisl to nvall them to the subjix't in hand, and jilri 
them down to it. Since tho fall of Server Pacha this dis. 
l»osition to delay tho negotiations has Iwcu very nmrktsl. 
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Server Paehn, who is n praetical man. was disposed to accept 
accomplislu'd facts. 'I'hc present, amhassador.s are not, and, 
either t hro.uijh unreadiness or design, arc delaying the negotia- 
tions as much ns pnssilde. Even Sahdonllah Bey, wlio has 
arrived from Berlin, and who has the reputation of being an 
intelligent me.n, .shows himself no hotter in this rc.spect. He 
was continually referring to what he did on the Commission 
at. Philijijiopolis for the trial of Aehniet Aga and others, until 
Gcjtcnil IgnatiefT told him ho ought to ho ashamed to I’c- 
memher he had e.ver been on this Commission which was 


a shame and a disgrace, and th.at if he and his Commission 
had dfme their duty and jmni.shed the murderers the war 
might have been av<iided, and they would not ho treating for 
peace io-ilay with tlio Kussian army in sight of Constantin- 
o])le. Wlien asked what he would do if the Turks continued 
this plan of action much longer, Gencial Ignntiell: replied, 
“ ’\Vcll, we shall cud by losing patience.” 

This prohahly means that ho thinks the discussion has gone on 
long enough. He will probably stale the final conditions of 
))eact‘ in the form of an nltimaium, and give the Porte two or 
three days in which to accept them under penalty of the 
Bussian arngy marching into the capital. I may remark that 
1 have every reason to hclicvo that General Tgn.atiefE did 
something of the kind yesterday, for it was expected the 
negotiations would take a decisive turn one way or the other. 
General Ignatielf informed the Turks that although disposed 
to yield on many que.stions of details, he must have a positive 
answer as to whether they meant to accept or not before losing, 
any more time. 

The conference closed yesterday at six, and the Turks projnised 
a final answer to-day. There was evciy probability tbe 
answer would be favourable to peace, but tbe negotiations 
. may still continne for some days. The Turks bave proposed 
tbdt Bulgaria sbonkl accept part of tbe Turkish debt ; hut 
General Ignaticif answered that this would necessitate tbe 
independence of Bulgaria, as a now province could not be 
expected to pay tribute and debt botb. Tbe tribute will be 
as much as tbe Bulgarians can be expected to pay ; but if 
tbe Turks are willing to grant independence to Bulgaria then 
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tie Bulgarians ■vronld take a sliare of the cleit. The Ttirkisli 
ambassadors did not accept tie idea of independence at all, 
althongb as regards all that the tribute is likelj to profit 
them, they might just as well, for this tribute ■will un. 
doubtedly go towards the payment of the Russian ■\^ar in- 
demnity. 

The misunderstanding hclwccn Russia and Roumania scorns 
gro-u-ing more and more decided regarding the strip of Bess- 
arabian territory. The Emperor scarcely means to give it 
np, nor could he do so withont causing much discontent in 
Russia. Every Russian looks upon this bit of swpmp as 
Russian, not Roumanian, soil, and wants it back. It has not 
been long cnongh in the possession of Ronmania for tlio 
Rnssians to have lost this idea. The Roumanians object to 
relinquishing it because they say the pcojile arc Roumaninn.s, 
and it is a question of race and national existence for them. 
They aspire to the national unity of all Roumanians. They 
cannot consent to violate the great principle of their national 
existence. Tlioir hope that Austria will take sides with them 
i.*!, however, ilJ*fo«adcd. It is wel) known that Rouraanin 
hopes at some future day to have Transylvania and other 
Austrian prorinces where Roumanian is spoken. It is not 
likely, therefore, that Austria will cnconmgo Roumanian 
national aspiration's, or care much about a violation of 
princijilc. It is a question of principle with tlio Roumanians, 
and if only a question of amour j>roprp with the Russians 
the Emperor would do well to l>o magnanimous. 

Tlio following letter, the joint work of two correspondents, 
who have contributed to this volume narnitivcs of some of 
the most striking cpisotles in the war, brings tbo history of the 
Ftntggle Itotwccn Russia and Turkey to a clo^c, with the de- 
Fcriplion of a Fccne no loss picturesque and romantic than im- 
jxirtant for its historical intcifst. 

•f t CovsT.iM-rvorr.K, Jfitrch rtlh . — For scvoml days past (lie 
Figning of the Treaty of Ponce had Ixs ii momentarily cx. 
I>octc<l, and tho jmblic fooling, hnrasred hy the (iHliiniH dolny 
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t'f the much (Icpirod evenh hccame more mul more impressiou- 
nhlo, us (lay fallowed day mul reports of the coiudusion of 
jicace succeeded rumours of a peuernl I'hiropcan wnr. The 
sfuiomeuis of the demauds of Kussia tvorc followed by stories 
of susjueious mnvcmeuls of the fleet, and even of the landing 
of Jlritish tronjis on Turkish ground. 

For days it had seemed as if we were standing on a. volctino. 
Ijarge jiainds of soldiers paetal tho streets, confessedly to 
gnawl against an expected jmpular movement, although tho 
quiet was perfect and no disturbance occurred. The hush 
was almost ominous in its Cfunpleteness. I’lic smallest hints 
or rumours sqiread everywhere like Hglitning, and the situa- 
tiojt was discussed earnestly and in undertones on all .sidc.s. 
•Such was the anxiety of the alarmists that their di.stortcd 
A'ision made (hem discover in the white tents of the Turkish 
army on the distant, hills north of the city the camp of tho 
Fufsians drawing insidiously nearer the city gates. Every 
.steamer to San Stefano was crowded, hlvery newspaper 
found impatient readers. 

"We had been having delightful, spring-like summer weather 
until Saturday evening, when the clear .sky became clouded, 
and it was evident tluit a stonn was brcAving. “ Now,” said 
the superstitious, “ this sudden change means a change in the 
peaceful aspect of the political horizon, and to-morrow wo 
shall find ourselves in the new war.” But as the storm was 
gathering that night, the last threatening war clouds dis- 
persed and disappeared, and the bright dawn of peace was 
near at hand. 

In a house by the seaside at San Stefano, shaken by, tho 
increasing gale that tore across the Sea of Marmora, were 
busy, all night long, the secretaries of both diplomatic bodies 
copjdng and arranging for the signatures the Treaty of Peace, 
the result of the now concluded negotiations. All night long 
Prince Tzereteleff dictated the treaty to his colleague, Che- 
bachofi;, who wrote and wrote through the long hours until 
the document was finished. Although wearied by continuous 
labour, these two secretaries, appreciating the value of their 
work, kept at their task, only stopping for refreshment and 
to listen to the scratch of the reeds of the Turkish secretaries 
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in an adjoining room, busy mtli tlieir own copy, until the 
dull da-nm found them still at the table. Then, the last 
^vord being on paper, they slept amid the confusion of 
documents, maps, and volumes, as a soldier sleeps in his 
harness. 

Scarcely was it daylight when, notwithstanding the storm, 
there was an unusual movement in the village. There was a 
general idea that peace was to be signed that day. The 
steamers from Constantinople came rolling along throiigh tho 
rough sea, overladen with c.vcursionists attracted by the 
roAnew which had been announced to taho place in celebra- 
tion of tho anniversary of the Czar’s accession to the throne. 
Greeks, Bulgarians, Turks, and Ru.ssians crowded the little 
village, besieging the restaurants, swarming about tho dooi’s 
of houses whence were supposed to issue somo of tho great 
personages who were to become famous in history, all im- 
patiently awaiting tho hour of two, the appointed timo of 
tho re^^ew. Tho horses of tho Grand Duko and his slnlT 
^^cco gathered about the entrance to Ids quarters, and kcon- 
cyed spectators ready to interpret tho slightest movement of 
the Coramander-in-Chicf formed unbroken ranks aronml tho 
group of horses in the street. 

One o’clock passed. Two o’clock passed, and still no movement. 
People began to grow serious, licgan to feel that something 
was in the air, were sure that this was tho decisive moment, 
that peace and war v.'cro trembling in the scale, and one said 
to the other solemnly, “This is an event in Instory,” and each 
believed hini«elf an actor in tho scene, such was tho itnprcs. 
siveness of the hour. At length wonl was given out that 
the review was jwstponed until threo o'cloek, hut that hour 
came and wont, and brought only another jwstiMinement for 
an hour. Later, rain fell, hut tho pooiilo remained at tlieir 
po^-t-s. 

At last their patience was rewanUsl. Al>out four o’clwk the 
Gmnd Duko mounted, and hmIc to the Diplomatic Chancerj-, 
where he a'.ked at the door. “Ih it n*ady?” and then gnllojHil 
townnls the hill where the anny was drawn up. ifero w«* 
lialted again for a few moments, wondering what wojiM 
happen nett, rinally, n carringo came whirling out of tho 
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vlll:i2‘0. iownnls Its. General li^nalicR' avus in it, and Avlien lie 
tipjiroaolied he rose and said : — 

“I liavo the hononv t<i conicratnlato your Highness on the 
signature of jx'uec.” 

There Avas a long loud shout. Tlien the Gnmd Hulce, folloAvod 
hy about Ji hundrtnl otlieers, dashed forward to Avlicre the 
troops Avere fornu'd an ri.sitig ground clos'o hy the sea coast, 
just behind San Sfefuno lighthouse, and began riding along 
the lines. As he juisseil, tin' soldiers did not knoA\' that peace 
laid been signed, as it Avas still unannounced; but soon the 
news .spread, tind the cheering grew louder and jnore cn- 
thusi.asiie. Then* Avere iSchouA'.aloH’.s and llaueh’.s diAu'.sions, 
Avith tlie sharpshooter.s of the Guard, and caA'ulry and 
artillery in line, and the Grand Duke pa-ssed between the 
ranks in rcA'icAv. Very different, indeed, Avas the appearance 
of these soldiers now and that of the same men months ago. 
Hnring their interAad of re.st they had patched and cleaned 
llicir clothes, rej)aircd and itoli.shetl their boots, Avashed and 
hru.chcd uji generally, .so that they looked ns trim and neat as 
eonld he. 

After riding hetwoon the lines the Grand Duke lialted on a 
little eminence, AA'hcnce all the troops could be seen, and 
formally made the announcement of the ])cace : — 

“ I huA'c the lionotir to inform the army tluit, Avith Ibe help of 
God, Ave luiA'c concluded a 'J'reaty of Peace.” 

Then anotbor .shout hurst forth from 20,000 throats, rising, 
SAVclling, and dying aAvay. There Avas a general feeling of 
relief and satisfaction. I must say, hoAvever, that the iigavs 
of peace Avas not gi’eetcd Avith anything like the Avild excite- 
ment and enthusiasm caused by the Emperor’s proclamation 
of Avar at Kischeneff last April. There stood the famous 
regiment of Peter the Great, t.hc Praohi’ajensky, often the 
first to attack in many of the late battles of the AA'ar. There 
AA’ere the ti’oops AA'ho had faced the enemy on the bleak 
summits of the Balkans at Araba-Konak for a long, cold, and 
teiTible month. Tbere AA'ere the men who had toiled over 
the slippeiy mountain paths, scantily fed, thinly dressed, 
dragging the heavy guns across into the valley, finding, 
after their struggles AAuth cold, hunger, and fatigue, a despe- 
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lemy ready to resist tlieia on cvcrj- liill-top. These 
tlie same brave fellows who had m^e the long march 
Sofia to Philippopolis, who had mn that race for enor- 
i stakes with Suleiman’s army, and finally thromi their 
t force against the wall of the Rhodope mountains, and 
bed it to pieces. These were the men whose courage, 
tion, and unparalleled endurance w’ill go down to history, 
ere, gathered scarcely more than a rifle-shot away, was 
memy they had found worthy of their steel. For on the 
, of the nciffhbouring hill stood the Turks in groups, 
•ested spectators of the scene; these very fellows who 
kept the snowy ridge of Shandamik, defending gallantly 
:reat gate of Roumclia, and who at last, after a memorable 
■at, had fought like heroes on the hills of Stanimaka, 
;o two armies stood looking at each other at this moment 
nal pence; like tnio soldiers they had lc.amed to respect 
esteem each other, and welcomed peace os an honourable 
li to the fight which they cared not to prolong. It was tho 
aning of a new friendship formed on the basis of actual 
ricnco of qualities that had hitherto been unrecognized, 
the review, gathering his officers about him where the 
it stood ready for the Te Deuw, the Grand Duke spoke 
ly and emphatically, saying ; — 

\n army >vhich has accomplished wbat you have, my 
ids, nothing is impossible.” 

all dismounted, uncovered, and a solemn Bcndeo was 
lucted, the soldiers all kneeling. A few ladies were pre- 
al this ceremony. Among others 1 noticed Madame 
kneeling on a fur rug beside her carriacre. 
e generals except Skobeleff were in aUcudanco. Ho was 
: in Tchataldja. Baron liocnhanscn and Captain Bolin, 
Austrian llihtary Attsclu's, the former wearing the Cross 
)t. \Tndimir, received for coolness under fire, tho latter 
I the St Georgi', for acting as Skobelctf’R aide-de-camp, on 
day ho took tho redoubts on the Loftch.a road ; Colonel 
Hard, the Froneli At{aeh»% nho has l>ecn with tho Grand 
:o ever t>inct« tlu* army was mohtUzeil, eighteen months 
ilrcorated nith tlie St. \ Ktlmiir aisiund his neck; Major 
^liiz, the I’nis^inn Att.aehe, with tho St- George, fur 
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THE FINAL SCENE. 


services ^ at tlie Grivica redoubt; Wtenant Green/ tbe 
American Attaclie, Avenring tbc St. Vladimir for tbe last 
Balkan campaign ; and, finally, tlie two Swiss Attaches, Avbo 
bad arrn-ed just in time for tbe Te Deuvi. These officers, 
A\ itb a few correspondents Avbo bad followed tbe army, ivei'e 
tbe foreign Avitnesses of tbc closing scene. Of tbe correspon- 
dents Avbo, eighty strong, joined tbe headquarters at Ploesti, 
only fiAn now remain Avitb tbe army. 

bfeA’cr has a peace been celebrated under more dramatic and 
Jiictnresqno conditions, or AA'itb mom impressiAm surroundings. 
The tAvo armies face to face, tbe clearing storm, tbe waning 
light of day, the rush of tbe Avind, and tbe near wash of tbe 
wave mingling Avitb tbe chant of tbe priests and tbe responses 
of tbe soldiers and the roar of tbe Sea of Marmora swelling 
and falling. Tbe landscape, ahvays of great beauty, now 
formed a Avonderfully appropriate backgmund to tbe picture. 
Across tbe fretting chafing Avaters of tbe sea, tbe dome and 
slender minarets of St. Sofia came up sharply against tbe 
sky, tbe dominant points in tbe interesting silhouette of 
distant Stamboul. AAvay to tbe south, tbe Prince’s Islands 
rose like great mounds, dark and massive, against tbe distant 
Asiatic shorn, and behind them we kneAv was hidden the 
English fleet. Above and far beyond, the white peak of 
Mount Olymj)us nuAmiled for the moment its majestic 
summit as tbe rays of tbe ruddy sunset Avere reflected from 
tbe snow-covered flanks. 

The religious ceremony ovei', the Grand Duke took bis stand, and 
the army began to file past with a SAvinging rapid stride, in 
forcible contrast with the Aveary pace Asdth AAffitch they used to 
drag themselA^’es sloAvly along at the end of that long and 
exhausting chase, scarcely at times able to put one foot before 

. the other. The night was falling, and darkness settled quickly 
over tbe scene. When we left the spot tbe Grand Duke was still 
sitting immovable on bis horse, and the troops were still pass- 
ing. As we rode doAvn into the village, Ave could hear the 
joyful shouts still ringing in the air, and the measured tramp, 
tramp going olf in the darkness. 

So ends the war of 1877-78. 




APPENDIX. 


Che . text of tlie Preliminaries of Peace was telegraplied in 
ixtenso from St. Petersburgli by the Correspondent of the 
Daily Netvs, and was published in that journal on the morning 
[ollowing .H;he date of its appearance in the Russian official 
DTgan. Subjoined is a complete translation : — 


PRBLIMmARIES OP PEACE. 

• His Majesty the Emperor of Russia and his Majesty the 
Emperor of the Ottomans, inspired mth the wish of restoring 
and securing the blessings of peace to their countries and 
people, as well as of preventing any fresh complication which 
might imperil the same, have named as their plenipotentiaries, 
with a view to draw up, conclude, and sign the Preliminaries 
of Peace : — 

His Majesty the Emperor of Russia on the one side, the 
Count Hicholas Ignatiew, Aide-de-Camp General of his Iinpe- 
rial Majesty, Lieutenant-General, Member of the Council of 
the Emphe, decorated with the Ordei’ of St. Alexander Rewsky 
in diamonds, and with various other Russian and foreign Orders, 
and Sieur Alexander Relidow, Chamberlain of the Imperial 
Court, Conseiller d’Etat actuel, decorated with the Order of 
St. Anne of the first class, with swords, and with various other 
Russian and foreign Orders ; 

And His Majesty the Emperor of the Ottomans on the othei 
side, Safvet Pasha, .Minister for Foreign i^airs, decorated vath 
the Order of the Osmanie in brilliants, vdth that of the Med- 
jidie of the first class, and with various foreign Orders, and 
Sadoullah Bey, His Majesty’s Ambassador at the 
Court of Germany, decorated with the Order of the Jilndjidic 
of the first class, wdth that of the Osmanie of the second class, 
and with various other foreign Orders ; 

Who, after having exchanged their full powers, which v ei e 
found to be in good and jiroper form, have agreed to the follow- 
ing Articles : — 
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At.ticle I. 

dcr to pnt an end to the ]>erpetnal conflicts between 
and Montenegro, the frontier which separates the two 
S ndll he rectified conformably to the map hereto 
, snbject to the reserve hereinafter mentioned, in the 
g manner : — 

the monntain of Dobrostitza the frontier nail follow 
indicated by the Conference of Constantinople as far 
to by Bilek. Tboncc the new frontier will run to 
(Mctocbia-Gatzko will belong to litontcnegro), and 
the confluence of the Piva and the Tara, ascending 
the north by the Drina as far as its confinenca with 
u TUq eastern frontier of the Principality will follow 
i river as far as Prijcpoljc, and will proceed by Roshaj 
la-Planina (lca^’ing Bihor and Roshaj to Montenegro), 
in Bngovo, Plava, and Gusinjc, the frontier line will 
the chain of mountains by Shlicb, Pakkn, and along 
:hem frontier of Albania by the crests of the Mountains 
lik, Babank, Bor-vik, to the highest peak oi Proklcti. 
Imt point the frontier will proceed by the summit of 
hik, and will run in a straight lino to the Lake of 
hoti. Dividing Tjiceni-hoti and Tjiccni.knstrati, it will 
lie Lake of Scutari to the Boyana, the thalweg of 
it n-ill follow as far as the sea. Kiclisich, Gatzko, 
Podgoritza, Jabliak, and Antivori will remain to 
ogro. 

tropean Commission, on which the Sublime Porto and 
vemment of Montenegro shall Iw represented, wdll bo 
I with fixing the dofinito limits of the Principality, 
on the spot such modifications in tlio general tracing as 
think nccessarj* and equitable, from the point of view 
:t?spective interests and tranquillity of llio two countries, 
hituill accord in this resjK-ct tho equivalents deemed 
ry. 

navigation of the Boyana having always giving rise to 
s lietwecn the Sublime Porte and Jloutcnegro, will Iw 
iject of a special regulation, which will Iw prepared by 
10 Burojiean Co^^nmi^i.ion. 

AnticLr II. 

SubltmcPorle rceogmizis definitively the independence of 
ncijvallty <»f Montenegwo. 

nnderstamling l)etucen the Imperial Government of 
, the Ottoman Government, ami the PrincijKillty of 
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!Mont('jiep'o will (li'tonninr* .•4nl)f;i^(ji]Onily ilu; flinrncior mul 
fornj of tlu' I'l'lnt io5).< In'tworn Jlu' SuUliine Povtc ninl llio 
3'’riiu*ijK\lii v ;i« roynnls parlicnlnrly jIh' of ikJo7iio- 

iicijrin A;r<'Jiis' oi (.'oiistnJUinopK*, sunl in coriain loailitios of ilic 
C*< toijj.'O! I jJijiiro, j)u‘ ix'tvs.'-'it y foi* kocIj Agoiifs kIuiII he 

n*coirni7.(nl, tho oxtTatlilion of futriiivt' ci'iininals on ll)c; ono 
tojrifory or tin* oHut. {ind flio {^ubjorlion of iMontoncgrins 
inivollinir or f.'>j()nnune in llio Oiionnin Vnnpiro io llic 
(Miojiiaji law*; jiinl nn<3»oriii(’s, noronliijo to ilio |)nnci))lcs of 
intorjiational law tnul the estnblisiu'd usages eoneornijig the 
MontejU'crrins. 

A Convention will In* eoiu'ludod bafwctai tho Sublime Porte 
and Mtujtenegro to regnlato tlu' questions conneetcfl with tlic 
relations betwe<'u tbe inbabiiatiis of tlie eontincs of tlie two 
eountries jnul with tbe jiiilitary works on tbe same eontincs. 
1 ho points Tjpfoi wbieb juj nnderstnniling cannot be c.siablisbetl 
will be si'ttleil by ilie arbiiiiiiion of Itn.ssia mid Austria- 
Jluntriiry. 

Hcneoforwj'ird. if there is any discussion or conflict, except 
as roCTrds luov t'oritorial demands, 'I'urkey and ^lontcncgro 
will lenvc tin; seillement of their ditTorcnccs to Ilnssia and 
Austria. Hunimrv, who will arbitrate in common. 

The tvoojis of Montenogi'o will be bound to evacuate the ter- 
ritory not, oompris-.-d within the limits indicated above within 
ten days from ihc signature of the Preliminaries of Peace, 

Airncj.i: III. 

iServia is recocnized as indejiendcnt. Its frontier, marked on 
the annexed nni]), will follow the thalweg of the Drina, leaving 
Little Zwornik and Zakar to ihc Principality, and following 
the old limit as far as the sources of the stream Dezevo, near 
Stoilac. Thence the now line Avill follow the course of that 
stream as far as the River Raska, and then the course of the 
latter as far as IsoW-Bazar. 

Prom PTov'i-Bazar, ascending the stream which passes near 
the villages of Mckinjo and Irgoviste as far as its source, the 
frontier line ^Yill run bj’’ Bosur Planina, in the valley of the 
Ibar, and will then descend the stream which falls into this 
river near the village of Ribanic. 

The lino will then follow the course of the Rivers Ibar, 
Sitnitza, and Lab, and of the brook Batintze to its source (upon 
the Grapaclinitza Planina). Thence the frontier will follow 
the heights which separate the waters of the Kriva and the 
Veternitza, and will meet the latter liver by the shortest route 
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ontli of the stream Miovatzlcn, •wliiclx it -ft-ill asccntl, 
tlie Miovatzka Planina and redescending; towards the 
near the village of Kalimanci. 

this point the frontier will descend the iforava as far as 
;r Ylossina, near the village of Staikovtzi. Rcascencl- 
latter river, as well as the Linherazda, and the brook 
tze, the line will pass by the Swklta Planina, will ran 
be stream Yrylo as far as the Kisawa, and will 
the said river as far as the village of Kronpatz, 
the lino n-ill rejoin by the shortest route the old Servian 
to the south-east of Karaoul Bare, and will not leave 
it reaches the Danube. 

Calc will be evacuated and razed. 

'CO-Servian Commission, assisted by a Ilnssian Com- 
:r, nill, within three months, arrange npon the spot the 
frontier line, and will definitively settle the questions 
to the islands of the Drina. A Bulgarian delegate 
admitteil to participate in the work of the Commis. 
cn it shall bo engaged on the frontier between Servia 
garia. 

Ar.TiCLE lY. 

ilnssnlmans holding lands in the tcritorics annexed to 
and who nhsh to reside out of the Principality, can 
2 their real propertv by having them farmed out or 
tered hy othora. A 'turoo-Servian Comim«‘.ion, assisted 
i.ssinn Commissioner, will b<* chnrgctl to decide abso. 
in the cmifhO of two yc.ars, all questions relating to the 
lion of real estate in nliich Jlii'vulman intcrcht.s arc 
od. 

Commi'.sion will also ho callcil ujKin to settle within 
:'ars tho method of alienation of State jiroperty and of 
,h endowments (vneonf), ns well the questions relative 
interests of private jH*n-oiis wliich may Iw involved, 
direct Tri'aty is concluded hetw ecu Turkey and Servia 
ining the character of the rclutions In'twccu the Subliino 
and the PnncipaUlv, Sennan subjects Imvellintr or 
iiig ill the Ottoman f]nipin« ►hall In* tixaUsl according to 
icnil priiuMplcs of inteniatumal law. 

Servian tns'ps shall lie iKuind to evneuate the territory 
iprisctl within the al>ovr-mvntionMl Hinit.s within liftmi 
nm the ngnaturc of the Prelimitmries of P«icc. 
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Article V. 

The Suhlime Porte recognizes the independence of Pon- 
mania, which ndll establish its right to an indemnity, to he 
discussed between the two countries. 

Until the conclusion of a direct Treaty between Turkey and 
Roumania, Roumanian subjects will enjoy in Turkey all the 
rights guaranteed to the subjects of other European Powers. 

Article VI. 

Bui garia is constituted an autonomous tributary Principality, 
with a Christian Government and a national militia. 

The definitive frontiers of the Bulgarian Principality noil be 
traced , by a special Russo-Turkish Commission before the 
evacuation of Roumelia by the Imperial Russian army. 

This Commission wiD, in working out the modifications to be 
made on the spot in the genei-al tracing, take into account the 
principle of the nationality of the majority of the inhabitants 
of the border districts, conformably to the Bases of Peace, and 
also the topographical necessities and practical interests of the 
intercommunication of the local population. 

The extent of the Bulgarian Principality is laid down in 
general terms on the accompanying map, which will serve as a 
basis for the definitive fixing of the limits. Leaving the new 
frontier of the )Servian Pi’incipality, the line will follow the 
western limit of the Caza of Wrania as far as the chain of the 
Rara-dagh. Turning towards the west, the line will follow the 
western limits of the Cazas of Koumanovo, Kotchani, Ralkan- 
delen, to Mount Korab; thence by the River Welestchitza as 
far as its junction with the black Drina. Turning towards the 
south by the Drina and afterwards by the western limit of the 
Caza of Ochride towards Mount Linas, the frontier will follow 
the western limits of the Cazas of Gortcha and Starovo as far 
as Mount Grammes. Then by the Lake of Kastoria, the fron- 
tier line will rejoin the River Moglenitza, and after having 
followed its course, and passed to the south of Vanitza (Wardar 
Tenidje), will go by the mouth of the Warder and by the 
Gklliko towards the villages of Parga and of Sarai-keui ; 
thence through the middle of Lake Bechik-Guel to the mouth 
of the Rivers Strouma and Karassou, and by the sea-coast as 
as fai' as Buru-Gnel ; thence striking north-west towards Mount 
Tchaltepe by, the chain of Rhodope as far as Mount Ri’ous- 
chowo, by the Black Balkans (Kara- Balkan), by the nioun- 
tains Eschek-koulatchi, Tchepelion, Karakolas, and Tschiklar, 
as far as the River Arda. 
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Tboncc tlio Hno -will be traced in the direction of tbc town 
of Tcbirmcn, and leaving the town of Adrianoplo to tbo sontli, 
by tbo villages of SugtxtHon, Kara.Kamza, Arnaont*keni, 
Akardji, and lOnidjo as far as the River Tckcdercssi. Following 
tbo Rivers Tokederessi and TcborlondcrcRsi as far ns Lonlc- 
Ronrgaz, and tboncc, by tbc River Sondjak-dcro as far as tbo 
village of Sergnen, tbo frontier lino xvill go by tbo beigbta 
straight towards Hakim-tabinssi, where it >«!! strike the Black 
Sea. It will leave tbo sea-coast near ifangalia, following tbc 
Rontbem bonndartes of tbo Sandjak of Toultcba, and will como 
ont on tbc Danube above Rasssova. 

Article VII. 

Tbo Prince of Bulgaria sball be freely elected by tbo popu- 
lation and confirmed by the Snblimo Pc>rto, with tbo assent of 
tbo Powers. No member of the reigning dynasties of tbo 
great European Powers sball l)o capable of being elected Prince 
of Bulgaria, 

In tbo event of tbc dignity of Prince of Bulgaria being 
vacant, the election of tbc new' Prince sball bo made subject to 
tbo same conditions and forms. 

Before tbo election of the Prince, an Assembly of Bulgarian 
Notables, to bo convoked at Pbilippopolis (Plowdhv) or Tyr. 
nowo, shall draw up, nndor tbo superintendence of an Imperial 
Russian Commissioner, and in tbc presence of an Ottoman 
Commissioner, the organization of the future administration, in 
conformity with the precedents established in 1830 after the 
Peace of Adrianople, in the Danubian Principalities. 

In the localities where Bulgarians are mixed witb Turks, 
Greeks, Wallacbians (Kontzo-Vlachs), or others, proper account 
is to be taken of tbc rights and interests of these populations 
iu the elections and in the preparation of the Organio Laws. 

The introduction of the new syRtem. into Bulgaria, and the 
superintendence of its wrorking, axuH be entrusted for two years 
to an Imperial Rnssian Commissioner, At the expiration of 
tbc first year after the introduction of the new system, and if 
an understanding on this suliject has been established between 
Russia, tbe Sublime Porte, and the Cabinets of Europe, they 
can, if it is deemed necessary, associate Special Delegates with 
the Imperial Rnssian Commissioner. 

Article YIII. 

Tbe Ottoman army will no longer remain in Bulgaria, and all 
the ancient fortresses wdll be razed at the expense of the local 
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Government. The Suhlimc Porte -will have, the right to dispose, 
as it sees tit, of tlio -war material and of the other property 
belonging to the Ottoman Government which may have been 
left in the Banuhian fortresses already evacuated in accordance 
with the terms of the Armistice of the I?'!,' Jannary, as well as 
of that in the strongholds of Schonmlaand Vama. 

Until the complete formation of a native militia sufficient to 
preseiwe ordei*, security, and tranquillity, and the strength of 
which will be fixed later oji by an understanding between the 
Ottoman Government and the Imperial Russian Cabinet, 
Russian troops will occu]iy the country, and will give armed 
assistance to the Commissioner in case of need. This occupation 
will also bo limited to a term approximating to two years. 

The .strength of the llvsswn army of occupation, to be com- 
posed of six divisions of infantry and two of cavalry, which 
will remain in Biilgai’ia after the evacuation of Turkey by the 
Imperial army, shall not exceed 50,000 men. It will be main- 
tained at the expense of the country occupied. The Russian 
troops of occupation in Bulgaria will maintain their communi- 
cations with Russia, not only through Ronmania, but also by 
the ports of the Black Sea, Varna and Borngas, where they 
may organize, for the term of the occupation, the necessary 
depots. 

Article IX. 

The amount of the annual tribute which Bulgaria is to pay 
the Suzerain Court, by transmitting it to a bank to be hereafter 
named by the Sublime Porte, will be determined by an agree- 
ment between Russia, the Ottoman Government, and the other 
Cabinets, at the end of the first year during which the new 
organization shall be in operation. This tribute will be calcu- 
lated on the aAmrage revenue of all the territory which is to 
fonn part of the Principality. 

Bulgaria will take upon itself the obligations of the Imperial 
Ottoman Government to^vards the Rustchuk and Varna Rail- 
way Company, after an agreement has been come to between 
the Sublime Porte, the G overnment of the Principality, and 
the Directors of this Company. The regulations as to the 
other railways (yoies f err eesl which cross the Principality are 
also reserved for . an agreement between the Sublime Porte, 
the Government established in Bulgaria, and the Directors of 
the Companies concerned. 

Article X. 

The Sublime Porte shall have the right to make use of 
Bulgaria for the transport by fixed routes of its troops, 
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munitions, find provisions to tlio provinces lioyond tlio Prin- 
ci;|iality, and lice versa. In order to nvoid difTicaltios nnd 
misunderstandings in tbo application of tins riglit, ■Nvhile 
guaranteeing tlio military necessities of the Sublime Porte, a 
special regulation will lay down tbe conditions of it witbin 
tliroo months after tlio ratification of the present Act by an 
understanding between the Sublime Porto and the Bulgarian 
Government. 

It is fnlly understood that Ibis right is limited to the regular 
Ottoman troops, and that tbo irregulars, tbo Baslii^Bazouks, 
and tlie Circassians will bo absolutely c.Tcliuled from it. 

The Sublime Porto also reserves to itself tlio right of sending 
its postal service through tho Principality, and of maintaining 
telegraphic communication. These two points shall also bo 
determined in tho manner and within tho period of time indi- 
cated above. 

AuTictr XI. 

The Mussulman proprietors or others who fix their pcrsoiuil 
residence outside tho Principality may retain their estates by 
having them fanned or administered by others. Turco-Bul- 
garian Commissions shall sit in tbe principal centres of populn- 
tion, under the supcrintcndcnco of Russian Commissioners, to 
decide absolutely in tho course of two years all questions felativo 
to tbo verification of real property in which either Mussulmans 
or others may bo interested. 

Similar Commissions will bo chatged with the duty of regu. 
lating within two years all questions relative to tho mode of 
alienation, working, or use for the benefit of the Sublime 
Porte of tho property of tho State, and of the religious endow- 
ments (Vacoiif). 

At the expiration of the two years mentioned above all pro. 
pertiea which shall not have been claimed shall be sold by 
public auction, and the proceeds thereof shall be devoted to the 
support of the widows and orphans, Mussulman as well as 
Christian, victims of the recent events. 

Article XII. 

All the Danuhian fortresses shall be razed There shall be 
no strongholds in future on the banks of this river, nor any 
men-o£-war in the waters of tbe Principalities of Roumania, 
Servia, and Bulgaria, except the usual statlonnaires and the 
small vessels intended for river-police and custom-house pur- 
poses. 

The rights, obligations, and prerc^tives of the International 
Commission of the Lower Danube are maintained intact. 
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Ain'icw: XIII. 

Tlio Sultlimc Povlc imdcrtalccs to vonclcv tlio passage of 
vSonHna again navipWc, and to indemnify tlio private indivi- 
dnals vlio have snli’ercd loss by tlio Avar and the interrnption of 
tlic navigation of tl\c Dannbc,’ a])]-)] ying for this double charge a 
sum of 600.000 francs from the amount dne to the Sublime Porte 
from the Dannbian Commission. 

Akticlk xiy. 

The European proposals communicated to the Ottoman 
Plenipotentiai'ics at the first silting of the Constantinople Con- 
ference shall imracdialely be introduced into Bosnia and Hei’ze- 
gOA*ina, Avith any modifications A\diich may be agreed upon in 
common betAveen the Sublime Porte, the Government of liussia, 
and that of Austria-Hungary. 

The payment of arrears of taxes shall not be required, and 
the current revenAics of those provinces until the 1st of March, 
1880, shall be exclusively applied to indemnify the families of 
refugees and inhabitants, Auctims of recent events, Avithout dis- 
tinction of race or creed, as avcII as to the local needs of the 
country. The sum to be rccciAmd annually after this period by 
the Central Govcnimcnt shall be subsequently fixed by a 
special Axndcr standing betAveen Turkey, Russia, and Austria- 
Hungary. 

Akticlk X^’’. 

The Sublime Porte engages to apply scrupulously in the 
Island of Crete the Organic LaAV of 1868, taking into account 
the preATLOusly expressed Avishes of the natwe population. 

An analogous laAV adapted to local requirements shall likeAvise 
be introduced into Epirus, Thessaly, and the other parts of 
Turkey in Europe, for AA^hich a special constitution is not p»ro- 
Auded by the present Act. 

Special Commissions, in AA^hich the native population aaoII be 
largely represented, shall in each proAunce be entrusted vdth the 
task of elaborating the details of the neAV organization, and 
the result of their labours shall be sixbmitted to the Sublime 
Porte, AA^ho will consult the Imperial Government of Russia be- 
fore carrying it into effect. 

Article XVI. 

As the evacuation by the Russian troops of the territory which 
they occupy in Armenia, and which is to be restored to Turkey, 
might give rise to conflicts and complications detrimental to the 
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mamtcnnnco o{ gooil relations 'bclwccn tljc two countries, tlic 
Sulilimo Porte engages to carry into effect, witljont farther 
delay, the improvements anti reforms tlcmandccl by local require- 
ments in the provinces inhabited by Aniienians, and to guaran- 
tee their security from Kurds and Circassians, 

Article XVII. 

A full and complete amnesty is granted by the Sublime 
Porte to all Ottoman subjects compromised by recent events, 
and all persons imprisonctl on this account or sent into exile 
shall bo immediately set at liliorty. 

Article XYIII. 

The Sublime Porto will take into serious consideration the 
opinion expressed by tbo Commissioners of the Jlcdiating 
Powers as regards the pos<?cssion of the town of Kliotour, and 
engages to have the works of the definitive delimitation of tho 
Turco-Porsian Boundary carried into effect. 

Article XIS. 

Tho war indemnities and the losses imposed on Bussia which 
His Jlajcsty tho Emperor of Russia claims, and w’hicli tho 
Sttblimo Porto has bound itself to reimburse to him, consist 
of — 

(a.) 900.000,000 roubles for war expenses (maintcnanco of 
the army, replacing of war material, and war contracts). 

(h.) 400,000,000 roubles on account of damage done to the 
south coast of Russia, to her export commerce, to Iier industries, 
and to her railways. 

(c.) 100,000,000 roubles for injuidcs inflicted on the Caucasus 
by the invasion ; and, 

(d.) 10,000,000 roubles for costs and damages of Russian 
subjects and establishments in Turkey. 

Total 1,410,000,000 roubles. 

Taking into consideration the financial embarrassments of 
Turkey, and in accordance with the wishes of His Majesty the 
Sultan, the Emperor of Russia consents to substitute for the 
payment of the greater part of the moneys enumerated in the 
above paragraph, the following territorial cessions : — 

(a.) The Sandjak of Toultcha, that is to say, the districts 
(Cazas) of Kilia, Soulina, Hahmoudie, Tsakteha, Toultcha, 
Matchino, Babadagh, Hirsowo, Knstendje, andHedjidie, as well 
as the Delta Islands and thh Isle of Serpents. 
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Isot -wiRliing, liowovci'. to aiinox tins territory and the Delta 
Islands, Enssia reserves tlio right of exclianging them for the 
part of Bossarnhia detached from her by the Treaty of 1856, 
and ■which is bounded on the sonthbythe thalweg of the Kilia 
branch and the month of the vStaiy-Starabonl. 

The question of the apportionment of waters and fisheries 
shah be determined by a Ensso-Eomnanian Commission within 
a year after ihe ratification of the Treaty of Peace. 

(h.) Ardahan, Kars, Batoinn, Bayazet, and the territory as 
far as the Saganloiigh. 

In its gcnei'al outline, the frontier line, leaving the Black Sea 
coast, will follow the crest of the mountains which separate the 
affluents of the Kiver lIo 2 )afrom those of the Eiver Tcharokh, 
and the chain of the .mountains to the south of the town of 
Ai'twin up the river Tchai’okh, near the villages of Alat and 
Bechaget; then the fTontier Avill ^lass by the j)eaks of Mounts 
Dervcnikghek, Hortchezor, and Bedjiguin-Dagh, by the crest 
which separates the affluents of the Eivers Tortoum-tchai and 
the Tchai'okh by the heights near Zaily-Vihine, coming down 
at the village Ahhine-Kilissa to the Eiver Tortoum-tchai ; thence 
it ANull follow the SEridagh chain to the jDass (col) of the 
same name, jDassing south of the village of Koriman ; then it ■\^dll 
tum to the south-east and go to Zivlne, whence the frontier, 
passing west of the road which leads fi’om Zhnne to the villages 
of Ardost and Horassan, will turn south by the Saganlough 
chain to the milage of Gilitchman-; then by the crest of 
the Gharian-Dagh it will arrive, ten versts south of Hampur, 
at the Moui’ad-tchai defile ; then the line will follow 
crest of the Alla-Dagh and the summits of the Hori and Tan- 
donrek, and jiassing south of the Bayazet valley, will proceed 
to rejoin the old Turko-Persian frontier to the south of the 
lake of Kazli-gueul. , .. 

The definitive limits of the territory annexed to Eussia, and. 
indicated on the map hereto appended, ■will be fi^xed by a Com- 
mission composed of Eussian and Ottoman delegates. 

This Commission in its labours will take into account tlie 
topography of localities, as w^ell as considerations of good ac - 
ministration and other conditions calculated to insure the tran- 
quillity of the country. j / 7 ^ 

(c.) The territories mentioned in jjaragrraphs (a) and (0) are 
ceded to Eussia as an equivalent for the sum of one milhar an 
one hundred million roubles. As for the rest of the indnmni y, 
■ apart from the 10,000,000 of roubles intended to indemnity 
Eussian interests and establishments in Turkey, namely, 
300,000,000 of roubles— the mode of payment and guarantee ot 
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;lint snm shall ho settled hy nn underslandin" hctwcon the Im- 
pcrial Government of Russia and that of his ^lajesty the 
Sultan. 

((Z.) The 10,000,000 rouhlcH claimcil as iiidcmnity for the 
Rns.-iiau subjects and establishments in Turkey shall bo paid as 
;oon as the claims of those interested are examined by the Ku.ssian 
IJmbassy at Constantinople and handed to the Sublime Porte. 


AnticLK XX. 

The Sublime Porto will take cffcctivo .steps to put an amicable 
md to the lawsuits of Rns.sian subjects pending for several 
j'cars, to indemnify the latter if need be, and to carry into effect 
vMthout delay all judgments passed. 

Artici,b XXL 

The inhabitants of the districts ceded to Russia who wish to 
take up their rosidoneo out of these territories will bo free to 
roftro on selling all their real property. I’or this purpose an 
interval of three years is grante<l them, counting from the date 
of ratification of the present Act. 

On the e.xpjration of that time those of the inhabitants ivho 
shall not have sold their real properly and left thp country shall 
remain Russian subjects. 

Real property belonging to tbc Slate, or to religious establish- 
ments situated out of the localities aforesaid, shall bo sold 
TNutlim the same intctaml of three years n.s shall bo arranged by 
a special Russo-Turki.rii Commission. Tho same Commission 
shall bo intrusted inth determining bow tlio Ottoman Govern- 
ment is to remove its war material, munitions, supplies, and 
other State property actually in the forts, towns, and localities 
ceded to Russia, and not at present occupied by Russian troops. 

Auticle XXIL 

Russian ecclesiastics, pilgrims, and monks travelling or 
Bojouming in Turkey in Europe or in Asia shall enjoy the same 
rights, advantages, and privileges as the foreign ecclesiastics of 
any other nationality. 

The right of official protection by tho Imperial Embassy and 
Russian Consulates in Turkey is recognized, both as regards the 
persons above-mentioned, and their possessions, religions houses, 
charitable institutions, &o., in the Holy Places and elsewhere. 

The monks of Mount Athos, of Russian origin, shall be 
maintained in all their possessions and former privileges, and 
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Ot">suinno (o enjoy in (he ihvoe convents belonging to them 
tnul irv ilio n<ljninij»er Imiblings tho snino riglits nnd jn’ivilcges 
ns nn^ nssttred to the ntbor religions cstnblislunciUs and con- 
vctiis of Mount Athos. 

Aintci.r. XX I IT. 

All ilu' Treaties. C''nventi<ms. and agreernonis previously con- 
cluded between tin* two High C»)niraciing I’artio.s rclativo to 
eoinnieree, jurisdiction, jind tbo position of liussian subjects in 
'.Furkev. :uni wbieh bad been abrogiitcd bv tbo .state of war, 
shall conte into force again, with the oxceptiojt of tbo clauses 
affitded by the present Act. 'J’bo. two Governments will bo 
placed again in tlu‘ siiinc relation to one anoibor, with respect 
to all their eng.'igemcnts tind commercial and other rclation.s, 
as they were in bofon; the declaration of war. 


Ai.-ricr.i; XXIV. 

The Bosphorus .ami the Dardanelles sb.all remain open in 
iitne of wav as in time of ju'acc to the mcrebant-vcsscls of 
neutral States tirriving from or bound to Russian ports. The 
Sublime Porte conscqueittly engages never henccfortli to cs- 
tabli.vb nt the })or(s of the jTlack Sea and tlic Sea of Azov, a 
fictitious blockade (/(/(/cus'.ric/jJ), at variance with the spirit of 
the Declaration signed at Paris on the /ktli of April, 185G. 


Amici.K XXV. 

Tbo comjdctc cvacnalion of Ibirkoy in lOnrope, with tbo ex- 
ception of Bulgaria, by the Russian army will take place witiiin 
three months after the conclmsion of tbo definitive peace be- 
tween His Afajesty the Emperor of Russia and His Majesty tbo 
Sultan. 

In order to save time, and to avoid the cost of the pi’olongcd 
maintenance of tbo Russian troops in Turkey and Ronmania, 
part of the Imperial ' army may proceed to tbo ports of the 
Black vSea and the Sea of Alarmorn, to be there shipped in 
vessels belonging to the Hussian Government or cbai'tered for 
the occasion. 

The evacnation of Turkey in Asi.a wall be effected within the 
space of six months, dating from the conclusion of the defi- 
nitive peace, and the Russian troops will be entitled to take 
ship at Trebizond in. order to return by the Caucasus or the 
Crimea. 

The operations of the evacuation will begin immediately after 
the exchange of ratifications. 
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AnTici.1: XXVI. 

Ab Ion" tiR the Tinpcrinl IlnsRian troops remain in the locali- 
ties •\vliicn, in conformity "with tbe present Act, vill bo restored 
to the Snblimo Porte, tlio adminislmtion and order of affairs 
■\nll continue in the same Btato as lias existed since the occupa- 
tion. The Sublime Porto will not participate therein during 
all that time, nor until the entire departure of all the troops. 

Tlio Ottoman forces shall not enter the places to ho restored 
to the Sublime Porte, and the Snblimo Porto cannot begin to 
cxorciRO its authority there, until notice of each fortress and 
pro^nneo having hocn evacuated hy the llnssian troops shall 
have been given hy the Commander of these troops to the 
ofRcer appointed for this purpose by tbe Sublime Porte. 

AntictE XX^^I. 

The Snblimo Porto undertahos not to punish in any manner, 
or allow to he punished, those Ottoman subjects who may have 
been compromised by their relations with the Russian army 
duinng the war. In tho event of any persons wishing to with- 
draw with their families when tho Russian troops leave, tho 
Ottoman authorities shall not oppose their departure. 

AimcLE XXVIII. 

Immediately upon tho ratiBcation of the Proliminaries of 
Peace, the prisoners of war shall he reciprocally restored under 
the care of special Commissioners appointed on both sides, who 
for this purpose shall go to Odessa and Sebastopol. The Otto- 
man Government will pay all the expenses of the maintenance 
of the prisoners that are returned to them, in eighteen equal 
instalments in the space of six years, in accordance with the 
accounts that will be drawn up by the above-mentioned Com- 
missioners. 

The exchange of prisoners between the Ottoman Government 
and the Governments of Roumania, Servia, and Jlontenegro 
will be made on the same bases, deducting, however, in the 
account, the number of prisoners restored by the Ottoman 
Government from the number of prisoners that will have to he 
restored to that Government. 

ARTICliB XXIX. 

The present Act shall be ratified by their Imperial llajesties 
the Emperor of Russia and the Emperor of the Ottomans, and 
the ratifications shall be exchanged in fifteen days, or sooner if 
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possible, a<. St. Pctor.sbnvgli, Avlierc likcAviso an agreement shall 
bo come in as to i.he place and the time at which the stipula- 
tions of the present Act shall bo invested Avith all the solemn 
forms usually observed in Treaties of Peace. It is, hoAveAmr, 
Avcll understood that the High Contracting Parties consider 
themselves as formally bound bj' the present Act from the 
moment of its ratification. 

In AA*itncss AA'hcrcof the respective Plenipotentiaries have ap- 
pended tlieir signatures and .seals to the present Act. 

Done at San Slefano, the > one thousand eight 

hundi’cd and seventy-eight. 

(Signed) C'*^' H. Ignatieav. . (Signed) Safvet. 

Hp.lidow. Sadoullau. 


Final paragraph of Article Xl. of the Act of the Prelimi- 
naries of Peace signed this day, 1878, Avhich Avas 

omitted, and Avhich should forai an integral part of the said 
.^ijrticlo : — 

The inhabitants of the Principality of Bulgaria wlien travel- 
ling or sojourning in the other parts of the Ottoman Empire 
shall bo subject to the Ottoman laAVS and authorities. 

(Signed) C"' X. Ignatiew. (Signed) Safvet. 

Xelidoav. Sadoullau, 

Sail Stefano, 1878. 



